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Author and Name of Book:  
This epistle begins with “James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are 
dispersed abroad” (1:1). There were four men with the name James in the New Testament. These were: (1) the 
son of Zebedee and brother of John (Mark 1:19), (2) the son of Alphaeus (Mark 3:18), (3) the father of Judas (not 
Iscariot; Luke 6:16), and (4) the half brother of the Lord (Galatians 1:19).  
 
Regarding this, Ryrie writes:  

“Of the four men bearing the name James in the New Testament, only two have been proposed 
as the author of this letter-James the son of Zebedee (and brother of John) and James the half 
brother of Jesus. It is unlikely that the son of Zebedee was the author, for he was martyred in 
A.D. 44 (Acts 12:2). The authoritative tone of the letter not only rules out the two lesser known 
James’s of the New Testament (“James the Less” and the James of Luke 6:16) but points to the 
half brother of Jesus who became the recognized leader of the Jerusalem church (Acts 12:17; 
15:13; 21:18). This conclusion is supported by the resemblances in the Greek between this 
epistle and the speech of James at the Council of Jerusalem (James 1:1 and Acts 15:23; James 
1:27 and Acts 15:14; James 2:5 and Acts 15:13).”1 

 
The way James addresses the recipients needs to be explained. James is addressed “to the twelve tribes who 
are dispersed (scattered) abroad” (1:1). As is suggested from “my brethren” in 1:19 and 2:1,7, this is a reference, 
not to the dispersion that occurred between A.D. 66-70, but to the Christian Jews dispersed from their homeland 
through the past dispersions (Matthew 1:11, 12, 17). In the early chapters of Acts, Jews were in Jerusalem from 
all parts of the world for Pentecost (Acts 1:5). Many of these saw and heard the miracles of Pentecost and came 
to believe in Jesus Christ. Eventually, many returned to their respective homes in various parts of the world. It is 
to these that James was writing.  
 
Date of Writing:  A.D. 45 Or 46 
James was probably the first epistle written and most scholars date the book about A.D. 45. The reasons are as 
follows: (1) There is a very distinctive Jewish character to the book which suggests it was written when the church 
was still predominantly Jewish. (2) There is no reference made to the controversy over Gentile circumcision. (3) 
The term “synagogue” is used to designate the meeting or meeting place rather than the word “church” (2:2). (4) 
The lack of reference to issues involved in the Jerusalem Council like the relationship of Gentile Christians and 
Jewish Christians (Acts 15:1f.; A.D. 49) also suggests a very early date. (5) “The references to the teachings of 
Christ have such little verbal agreement with the Gospels that they probably preceded them.”2 
 
Theme and Purpose: 
Clearly, James is concerned about possessing an active faith that is vital, powerful, and functional. James is 
writing to warn Believers about the consequences of a dead, inactive faith both personally and corporately and to 
stir them to growth and true spiritual maturity.  
 
Christ as Seen in James: 
In 1:1 and 2:1, James specifically refers to the “Lord Jesus Christ” and then anticipates His coming (5:7-8). In the 
108 verses of this epistle there are references or inferences from 22 books of the Old Testament and at least 15 
allusions to the teachings of Christ from the Sermon on the Mount.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
1  Ryrie, p. 1966. 
2  Wilkinson/Boa, p. 465. 
3  Ryrie, p. 1966. 
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Outline: 
1.    Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 

A.   Salutation and Greeting (1:1) 
B.   Rejoice in Diverse Trials (1:2-12) 

1).   Attitude in Trials (1:2) 
2).   Advantage of Trials (1:3-4) 
3).   Assistance for Trials (1:5-12) 

C.   Resist in Deadly Temptation (1:13-18) 
1).   Source of Temptation (1:13-14) 
2).   Steps in Temptation (1:15-16) 
3).   Solution for Temptation (1:17-18) 

D.   Rest in Divine Truth (1:19-27) 
1).   Receptivity to the Word (1:19-21) 
2).   Responsiveness to the Word (1:22-25) 
3).   Resignation to the Word (1:26-27) 

2.    Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
A.   Accept Others (2:1-13) 

1).   Courtesy to All (2:1-4) 
2).   Compassion for All (2:5-9) 
3).   Consistency in All (2:10-13) 

B.   Assist Others (2:14-26) 
1).   Expression of True Faith (2:14-17) 
2).   Evidence of True Faith (2:18-20) 
3).   Examples of True Faith (2:21-26) 

3.    Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
A.   Control Talk (3:1-12) 

1).   The Tongue is Powerful (3:1-5) 
2).   The Tongue is Perverse (3:6-8) 
3).   The Tongue is Polluted (3:9-12) 

B.   Cultivate Thought (3:13-18) 
1).   Wisdom is Humble (3:13) 
2).   Wisdom is Gracious (3:14-16) 
3).   Wisdom is Peaceable (3:17-18) 

4.    Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 
A.  Turn Hatred into Humility (4:1-6) 

1).   Cause of Conflict (4:1-2) 
2).   Consequence of Conflict (4:3-4) 
3).   Cure for Conflict (4:5-6) 

B.  Turn Judgment into Justice (4:7-12) 
1).   Advice for Justice (4:7-9) 
2).   Advantage of Justice (4:10-11) 
3).   Author of Justice (4:12) 

C.  Turn Boasting into Belief (4:13-17) 
1).   Statement of Boasting (4:13) 
2).   Sentence on Boasting (4:14) 
3).   Solution for Boasting (4:15-17) 

5.    Share with Concern (5:1-20) 
A.  Share in Possessions (5:1-6) 

1).   Consternation from Wealth (5:1) 
2).   Corrosion of Wealth (5:2-3) 
3).   Condemnation in Wealth (5:4-6) 

B.  Share in Patience (5:7-12) 
1).   Essence of Patience (5:7-9) 
2).   Examples of Patience (5:10-11) 
3).   Evidence of Patience (5:12) 

C.  Share in Prayer (5:13-20) 
1).   Sensitivity to Needs (5:13) 
2).   Supplication for Needs (5:14-18) 
3).   Significance of Needs (5:19-20 
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James 1:1 
Salutation and Greeting 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 

A. Salutation and Greeting (1:1) 
 
James 1:1 = Greetings 
 
James (1/2 brother of the Lord; in charge of Jerusalem church; responsible in part for the Jerusalem Council; a 
peacemaker), a bond-servant (DOULOS) of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes (not a 
letter to a particular church; cf 2 Pet 1:1) who are dispersed (DIASPORA = to sow through) abroad (outside of 
Israel): Greetings (CHAIRW = recognize grace).  
 
Summary: 
1. James introduces this epistle with the importance of service. 
2. This will be an epistle of encouragement, exhortation, comfort and joy. 
3. The epistle was written during the time of the famine predicted by Agabus, so James was have 

some experience concerning testing. 
4. The issue in the Christian life is service, not environment. 
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James 1:2 
Attitude in Trials 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 

A. Salutation and Greeting (1:1) 
B. Rejoice in Diverse Trials (1:2-12) 

1). Attitude in Trials (1:2) 
 
James 1:2 = The First Command 
 
Consider (Aor Mid Imp HEGEOMAI = a mental evaluation; to add up the facts and come to a conclusion) it all 
(PAS) joy (CHARA = a result of a realization of grace), my brethren (not just racially but spiritually), when 
(HOTAN = when not if) you encounter (Aor Sub PERIPIPTW = to fall into; 3x; Luke 10:30 of a man who fell 
among thieves; Acts 27:41 of running aground while in a ship) various trials (POILIKOS = used to describe 
diversity + PEIRASMOS = tests designed to reveal weaknesses),  
 
Summary: 
1. When tested we are to add up all the facts. 
2. Then we are to consider the circumstances a result of grace. 
3. To consider it joy involves having an eternal perspective. 
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James 1:3-4 
Advantage of Trials 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 

A. Salutation and Greeting (1:1) 
B. Rejoice in Diverse Trials (1:2-12) 

1). Attitude in Trials (1:2) 
2). Advantage of Trials (1:3-4) 

 
James 1:3 = The Explanation 
 
Knowing (Pres Ptc GINWSKW = a knowledge that will give you some answers) that the testing (DOKIMOS = 
testing for worthiness or approval) of your faith (PISTIS) produces endurance (Pres Mid Ind 
KATERGADZOMAI  = work according to a standard; production; the desired result of passing the test + 
HUPOMON8 = to abide under; a patience toward circumstances; tenacity).  
 
Summary: 
1. The knowledge we are to possess about testing is that it is designed for our benefit. 
2. Testing for weaknesses is so that we may recognize and deal with them and thus benefit.   
3. Part of the test is whether or not we truly believe the Word of God. 
4. Testing is designed to produce patience toward circumstances, which is part of loving God and 

one another.  1 Cor 13:7 
 
James 1:4 = The Result 
 
And let endurance (HUPOMON8 = patience toward circumstances) have (Pres Imp ECHW = 2nd command) its 
perfect result (TELEIOS = mature + ERGOS = work), so that you may be (Pres Subj EIMI = potential) perfect 
(TELEIOS = mature) and complete (HOLOKL8ROS = all of what is available to you), lacking in nothing.  
 
Summary: 
1. We are to let patience toward circumstances come to its desired completion. 
2. Patience itself is not the ultimate goal, but rather is part of the means to the desired end of 

fulfilling the Two Greatest Commandments.  2 Pet 1:5-7 
3. We should want to be mature and receive all that is available to us. 
4. Maturity is an issue of growth in Christian virtues. 
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James 1:5-12 
Assistance for Trials 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 

A. Salutation and Greeting (1:1) 
B. Rejoice in Diverse Trials (1:2-12) 

1). Attitude in Trials (1:2) 
2). Advantage of Trials (1:3-4) 
3). Assistance for Trials (1:5-12) 

 
James 1:5 = The Problem and Solution 
 
But if (1st class = and you do) any of you lacks (Pres Pas Ind LEIPW = compare verse 4, “lacking in nothing”) 
wisdom (SOPHIA = putting knowledge into proper operation), let him ask of God (Pres Imp AITEW = 3rd 
command; keep on asking from lesser to greater; + PARA = alongside; i.e. through our Great High Priest sitting 
next to Him), who (God) gives (Pres Ptc DIDWMI = keeps on giving) to all generously (adv. HAPLWS = 1x; 
without reservation) and without reproach (M8 + Pres Ptc ONEIDIDZW = not having rebuke/scolding), and it 
will be given to him (a promise).  
 
Summary: 
1. Maturity is immediately qualified by pointing out something we lack-wisdom. 
2. The Christian is to have lofty objectives, but beware of thinking we have attained them all. Php 3:12 
3. Wisdom is knowing and doing the right thing for a given set of circumstances. 
4. Wisdom begins by humbly asking God for it. 
5. God will give it. 
 
James 1:6 = The Need for Faith 
 
But he must ask (Pres Imp AITEW = 4th command; let him keep asking) in faith without any doubting (Pres 
Mid Ptc DIAKRINW = to judge through; in Middle it indicates to contend, hesitate), for the one who doubts is 
like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.  
 
Summary: 
1. The 4th command is to ask for wisdom without any doubt, for doubt indicates not trusting God. 
2. The step of faith is not just to ask but also to trust.  (faith + “works”) 
3. Asking Him but not trusting Him leaves you in rough water. 
4. A lack of faith is a characteristic of unbelievers and baby believers.  Jude 12-13; Eph 4:14 
5. Doubters are noted for their up and down movements. 
6. Trusting God produces Hope, which anchors the soul.  Heb 6:19 
 
James 1:7 = Expectations from a Lack of Faith 
 
For that man ought not to expect (Pres Mid Imp OIOMAI = 5th command; to imagine, suppose) that he will 
receive anything from (PARA = alongside) the Lord,  
 
Summary: 
1. This command says that if you don’t trust Him, don’t expect anything-especially wisdom. 
2. The thrust of this verse is to consistently check your prayer life for doubts. 
3. A quick checklist is to see if you are at odds with any part of Divine Essence. 
4. Ask for help when doubts arise, but don’t stop praying.  Rom 8:26 
 
James 1:8 = Why 
 
Being a double-minded man (DIPSUCHOS = 2x; cf 4:8; double-souled; i.e. with internal conflict), unstable 
(AKATASTASIS = not standing on a standard) in all his ways.  
 
Summary: 
1. Double-souled people need purification-of faith.  Cf James 4:8 
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2. This indicates a heavy vacillation between the Sin Nature and the leading of the Holy Spirit, trying 
to serve two masters.  Gal 5:17 

3. Doubting God affects every area of life. 
 
James 1:9 = The Determination of Personal Worth-Part One 
 
But (DE = in contrast to the double-souled individual) the brother of humble (TAPEINOS = nominative, not 
genitive; let the humble brother; used in relation to wealth) circumstances is to glory (Pres Imp KAUCHAOMAI 
= 6th command; let the brother glory) in his high position;  
 
Summary: 
1. In contrast to the “double-souled” individual is the humble Christian. 
2. The “double-souled” individual does not walk by faith. 
3. The humble, faithful individual finds his value in his relationship to Jesus Christ. 
4. This leads to contentment.  Php 4:12-13 
 
James 1:10 = The Determination of Personal Worth-Part Two 
 
And the rich man is to glory in his humiliation (all part of the same command; “glory” not in text but implied), 
because (the reason) like flowering grass he will pass away (Fut Mid Ind PARERCHOMAI = come beside; 
push up daisies).  
 
Summary: 
1. The physically rich have no spiritual advantage. 
2. Both the rich and the poor are still sinners. 
3. Physical wealth will not save, only grace through faith in the Lord. 
4. The lifestyles of the rich and famous are still brief.  Cf 4:14 
5. The rich man should place value upon realizing that he is a sinner saved by grace. 
 
James 1:11 = Why these Determinations are Truth 
 
For the sun rises with a (the) scorching wind (the SE wind in the spring in Palestine) and withers the grass; 
and its flower falls off and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of 
his pursuits (POREIA = journeying; lifestyle) will fade away (Fut Pas Ind MARAINW = 1x; the dying out of a fire; 
will be extinguished).  
 
Summary: 
1. Pressure from the sun and wind destroys the flowers. 
2. Pressure from the visible and invisible will destroy those who love money.  1 Tim 6:10 
3. In view is a person obsessed with wealth, never having enough. 
4. All except the richest person and the poorest person on the planet are both rich and poor, so 

these verses basically apply to everyone. 
5. Those whose fires burn in pursuit of wealth will be destroyed by what they see and what they 

think, the visible and invisible. 
6. The six commands: 

A. Objectively add up the facts. 
B. Have patience in testing. 
C. Seek Divine Wisdom. 
D. Pray without doubts. 
E. Don’t expect anything if no faith. 
F. Adjust to your transitory nature. 

 
James 1:12 = Rewards 
 
Blessed (MAKARIOS = happiness) is a man (AN8R = a nobleman) who perseveres (HUPOMENW = patience 
toward circumstances) under trial (PEIRASMOS = testing to reveal weaknesses); for once he has been 
approved (Aor Act Ptc GINOMAI = having become + DOKIMOS = approved as a result of testing), he will 
receive (Fut Mid Ind LAMBANW = a promised reality) the Crown of (the) Life which the Lord has promised to 
those who love Him (Pres Ptc AGAPAW = keep loving Him).  
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Summary: 
1. Future happiness will come to those who become patient toward the circumstances of life. 
2. This patience is a manifestation of love.  1 Cor 13:7 
3. This verse and others, clearly teach that there are rewards above and beyond the normal 

blessings of heaven. 
4. This crown is associated with becoming a mature Christian.  1:2-4 
5. It also requires faithfulness until death.  Rev 2:10  Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, 

the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation 
for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

6. Let us not forget the crown of thorns Jesus wore that pictured Him paying the price for an 
inheritance for us.  John 19:1-5   1 Pilate then took Jesus and scourged Him. 2 And the soldiers twisted 
together a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and put a purple robe on Him; 3 and they began to 
come up to Him and say, " Hail, King of the Jews!" and to give Him slaps in the face.  4 Pilate came out 
again and said to them, "Behold, I am bringing Him out to you so that you may know that I find no guilt in 
Him." 5 Jesus then came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, 
"Behold, the Man!" 

7. Those who love the Lord’s appearing will receive the Crown of Righteousness.  2 Tim 4:6-8  6 For I 
am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8 in the future there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to 
me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.  

8. Those who faithfully shepherd those allotted to them will receive the Crown of Glory.  1 Peter 5:1-
4a  Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, 
and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising 
oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but 
with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to 
the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading Crown of Glory 

9. A true shepherd does not need to receive a crown to serve for those he has influenced who grow 
in faith, hope and love are his crown.  1 Thes 2:19-20 19  For who is our hope or joy or crown of 
exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? 20 For you are our glory 
and joy. 

10. Getting a crown involves getting one’s priorities straight.  1 Cor 9:24-27 
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James 1:13-14 
Source of Temptation 

 
2. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 

A. Salutation and Greeting (1:1) 
B. Rejoice in Diverse Trials (1:2-12) 
C. Resist in Deadly Temptation (1:13-18) 

1). Source of Temptation (1:13-14) 
 

James 1:13 = What God is Not 
 
Let no one say (Pres Imp LEGW = 7th command + M8DEIS = not a single person; if it is happening, stop it) when 
he is tempted (Pres Pas Ptc PEIRADZW = is being tempted; test to reveal a weakness; context determines 
whether this is a test or temptation), "I am being tempted (PEIRADZW) by God"; for God cannot be tempted 
by evil (adj APEIRASTOS = 1X; the God is not temptable by inherent evil), and He Himself does not tempt 
(PEIRADZW) anyone.  
 
Summary: 
1. The 7th command is to not even allude to a temptation as being from God. 
2. A given set of circumstances can be both a test and temptation. 
3. Tests are opportunities for righteousness and goodness. 
4. Temptations are solicitations to sin and evil. 
5. God has no weaknesses to Satan’s wiles. 
 
James 1:14 = What We Do 
 
But (DE = contrast to what can be an incorrect statement from the mouth of man, and thus the truth) each one 
(EKASTOS = each one, applicable to each individual) is tempted when he is carried away (Pres Pas Ptc 
EXELKW = 1x; to be drug away by force) and enticed (Pres Pas Ptc DELEADZW = to entice by means of a lure) 
by his own lust (EPITHUMIA = strong desires).  
 
Summary: 
1. Falling prey to temptation comes from internal problems when trying to handle external stimuli. 
2. God is not the reason we fail. 
3. Satan and his forces seek to drag us away through allurements to sin and evil.  1 Pet 5:8  Be of 

sober spirit,  be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour.  

4. His allurements promise pleasure but provide pain. 
5. But they can be resisted.  James 4:7   Submit therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from 

you. 1 Peter 5:9   But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are 
being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.  

6. They are resisted by putting on the full armor of God.  Eph 6:13  Therefore, take up the full armor of 
God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 
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James 1:15-16 
Steps in Temptation 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 

A. Salutation and Greeting (1:1) 
B. Rejoice in Diverse Trials (1:2-12) 
C. Resist in Deadly Temptation (1:13-18) 

1). Source of Temptation (1:13-14) 
2). Steps in Temptation (1:15-16) 

 
James 1:15 = The End Result of Lust 
 
Then when lust (the lust; EPITHUMIA = the one referred to in the previous verse) has conceived (Aor Ptc 
SULLAMBANW = has become pregnant; fertilized by the Sin Nature), it gives birth to sin (HAMARTIA = missing 
the mark; crossing the line); and when (the) sin is accomplished (Aor Pas Ptc APOTELEW = having been fully 
grown), it brings (Pres Act Ind APOKEUW + THANATOS = separation) forth death.  
 
Summary: 
1. Sin begins in the mind. 
2. When corrupt thoughts are left unchecked, the sin will eventually become overt. 
3. Unchecked mental sins in the life of the Believer will choke out the Word and render the Believer 

unfruitful.  Mark 4:18-20   18 "And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; 
these are the ones who have heard the word,  19 but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  

4. This is why we are to let our minds dwell on pure things.  Phil 4:8   Finally, brethren, whatever is 
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good 
repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. 

5. Unchecked overt sin leads to the sin unto death.   
6. We are to pray for those heading in that direction.  1 John 5:16-17   16 If anyone sees his brother 

committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him give life to those who commit sin 
not leading to death. There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he should make request for this. 17 
All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death.  

7. Sin severs fellowship with God.  1 John 1:5-10 
 
James 1:16 = The Exhortation 
 
Do not be deceived (M8 + Pres Pas Imp PLANAW = 8th command; in the passive it means to let yourself be led 
astray; Stop drifting off course), my beloved brethren.  
 
Summary: 
1. This verse summarizes verses 2-15.  (This verse ends the Greek paragraph.  It does not begin the next 

one) 
2. As a Believer deception occurs when: 

A. We stop seeking growth in the midst of tests.  1:2-4 
B. We doubt God’s Veracity and Immutability.  1:5-8 
C. We get involved in self-pity concerning our circumstances.  1:9-11 
D. We get our eyes off of eternity.  1:12 
E. We try to blame God for our failures.  1:13-15 

3. We are hereby commanded to make any course corrections that are needed. 
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James 1:17-18 
Solution for Temptation 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 

A. Salutation and Greeting (1:1) 
B. Rejoice in Diverse Trials (1:2-12) 
C. Resist in Deadly Temptation (1:13-18) 

1). Source of Temptation (1:13-14) 
2). Steps in Temptation (1:15-16) 
3). Solution for Temptation (1:17-18) 

 
James 1:17 = The Source of True Blessing 
 
Every good thing (AGATHOS = that which becomes good) given (DOSIS = 2x; Php 4:15; a God-given gift) and 
every perfect gift (TELEION + DWR8MA = 2x; Rom 5:16; a gift given as a result of faith) is (PAI EIMI = keeps on 
being) from above, coming down (Pres Ptc KATABAINW = it keeps coming down) from the Father of (the) 
lights (sets up an analogy to the celestial bodies; cf Gen 15:5, as the stars of the heavens), with whom there is 
no variation (PARALLAG8 = 1x; denotes a change in an established course of action) or shifting shadow.  
 
Summary: 
1. God is the ultimate source of all good. 
2. He is continually supplying good things to His creation. 
3. Those who blame God for their failures are not recognizing these facts.  1:13-15 
4. Variations and shifting shadows are characteristics of the “double-souled” individual. 
5. His Light is given so that we may be light.  Matt 5:14-16 
 
James 1:18 = The Blessing to Believers 
 
In the exercise of His will (Aor Pas Ptc BOULOMAI = a deliberate exercise of will; Aor Ptc means He did it 
beforehand) He brought us forth (Aor Act Ind APOKEUW = 2x; cf 1:15; emphasis on the new birth) by the word 
of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Father of Lights formulated the plan of salvation in eternity past. 
2. It included the solution to sin via a “new birth.” 
3. This removal of spiritual death is based on His Veracity. 
4. Salvation is the highest and best made available to His creation, thus to claim He solicits to sin 

and evil is absurd. 
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James 1:19-21 
Receptivity to the Word 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 

A. Salutation and Greeting (1:1) 
B. Rejoice in Diverse Trials (1:2-12) 
C. Resist in Deadly Temptation (1:13-18) 
D. Rest in Divine Truth (1:19-27) 

1). Receptivity to the Word (1:19-21) 
 

James 1:19 = Practical Applications 
 
This you know (Perf Imp OIDA = Know this; 9th command), my beloved brethren. But everyone must be (Pres 
Imp EIMI + ANTHRWPOS = 10th command; three parts to it; let every man) quick (TACHUS = without 
procrastination) to hear (paying attention), slow (BRADUS = slow reflecting restraint) to speak and slow to 
anger (ORG8 = wrath);  
 
Summary: 
1. The 9th command tells the “brethren” to learn these things from experience. 
2. The 10th command has three parts: 

A. Quick to hear meaning that we pay attention to whose talking. 
B. Slow to speak meaning we restrain our tongue before responding. 
C. Slow to wrath meaning we don’t react to what is said. 

3. Fulfillment of this command or the lack of it will affect every relationship. 
4. It is therefore necessary in fulfilling the Two Greatest Commands. 
5. These principles are important because not all you hear strikes you as good-even Truth. 
6. They are important in: 

A. Gaining an understanding of a situation. 
B. Dealing with error. 
C. Offering encouragement. 
D. Expressing righteous indignation. 

  
James 1:20 = The Explanation 
 
For the anger (ORG8 = wrath) of man (AN8R = a nobleman) does not achieve (Pres Mid Ind ERGADZOMAI + 
OUK = does not work) the righteousness of God.  
 
Summary: 
1. Righteous indignation is valid.  Eph 4:26 
2. Extended righteous indignation is not. 
3. We are not God, so leave things to Him. 
 
James 1:21 = Requirements for Proper Application 
 
Therefore (DIO = conclusion of section, beginning with 1:13), putting aside (Aor Ptc APOTITH8MI = to strip off 
clothing, having put aside) all filthiness (RHUPARIA = 1x; moral impurity) and all that remains of wickedness 
(KAKIA = inherent evil; Lit: an abundance of evil), in humility (PRAUS = a meekness of disposition, open to 
Truth) receive (Aor Mid Imp DECHOMAI = 11th command; a conscious reception) the word implanted 
(EMPHUTOS = 1x; rooted in), which is able (DUNAMAI = has the power) to save (Aor Inf SWDZW = to deliver) 
your souls.  
 
Summary: 
1. James draws a conclusion from 1:13-20. 
2. He is writing to believers. 
3. Believers are to lay aside moral impurity and their abundance of evil.  1 John 1:6-10 
4. To do this requires becoming humble. 
5. The 11th command requires a conscious decision to receive the Word.  John 1:1,14 
6. The Word has the power to deliver us. 



 14

7. He delivers our souls from: 
 A. Blaming God for our weaknesses.  1:13 
 B. Blaming others for our failures.  1:14 
 C. Moving from mental into overt sin.  1:15 
 D. Being deceived.  1:16 
 E. Not identifying the source of good.  1:17 
 F. Not trusting what He did for us.  1:18 
 G. Harming relationships through self-will.  1:19 
 H. Trying to play like we are Him.  1:20 
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James 1:22-25 
Responsiveness to the Word 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 

A. Salutation and Greeting (1:1) 
B. Rejoice in Diverse Trials (1:2-12) 
C. Resist in Deadly Temptation (1:13-18) 
D. Rest in Divine Truth (1:19-27) 

1). Receptivity to the Word (1:19-21) 
2). Responsiveness to the Word (1:22-25) 
 

James 1:22 = Just Do It 
 
But prove yourselves (Pres Mid Imp GINOMAI = keep becoming; 12th command) doers (POI8T8S = the noun 
calls attention to the individual rather than the action) of the word, and not merely (MONOS = only) hearers 
who delude themselves (Pres Mid Ptc PARALOGIDZOMAI = 2x; to reckon beside of, to cheat in reckoning, 
rationalize, delude).  
 
Summary: 
1. After readily receiving the Word, we are commanded to live it. 
2. If we only hear, but not do, we are not living it. 
3. If we only hear His word and not obey it we do not love Him.  John 14:15,21,23 
4. If we only hear His word but do not have love, we become arrogant.  1 Cor 8:1 
5. Some will use faulty logic to delude others seeking to destroy relationships with Jesus Christ.  

Col 2:1-5   2:1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for those who are 
at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, 2 that their hearts may be 
encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full 
assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself,  3 in 
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this so that no one will delude you 
with persuasive argument.  

 
James 1:23 = An Analogy 
 
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks (KATANOEW = to think 
based on a standard, contemplate) at his natural face (the face of his birth) in a mirror (ESOPTRON = 2x; 1 Cor 
13:12);  
 
James 1:24 = Continued 
 
For once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he 
was.  
 
Summary: 
1. The mirror represents a Believer looking at himself through the Word, as the Bronze Laver 

represented to the Jews. 
2. If the desire is not to love God and others (1 Tim 1:5) then the personal evaluation is quickly 

forgotten. 
3. We are to seek personal corrections that facilitate taking the Word to others.  Eph 4:12 
4. We should carry the mirror with us. 
 
James 1:25 = Blessings to Come 
 
But one who looks intently (Aor Ptc PARAKUPTW = to stoop down to get a closer look) at the perfect law 
(TELEION + NOMOS = complete, mature; cf 1:17-it is a gift from above), the law of liberty (ELEUTHERIA = 
liberty, freedom), and abides (Aor Ptc PARAMENW = alongside it) by it, not having become a forgetful hearer 
but an effectual doer (doer of work), this man will be blessed (Fut Act Ind EIMI + MAKARIOS =  a promise) in 
what he does.  
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Summary: 
1. Law and freedom are designed to coexist. 
2. Our freedom is designed to serve others.  Gal 5:13 
3. We must take a careful look at what liberty truly means. 
4. This “freedom” goes hand-in-hand with our deliverance.  Cf 1:21 
5. Blessing is promised to those who do God’s will. 
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James 1:26-27 
Resignation to the Word 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 

A. Salutation and Greeting (1:1) 
B. Rejoice in Diverse Trials (1:2-12) 
C. Resist in Deadly Temptation (1:13-18) 
D. Rest in Divine Truth (1:19-27) 

1). Receptivity to the Word (1:19-21) 
2). Responsiveness to the Word (1:22-25) 
3). Resignation to the Word (1:26-27) 

 
James 1:26 = Worthless Religion 
 
If (1st Class) anyone thinks himself (Pres Act Ind DOKEW = considers it to be true) to be religious 
(THR8SKOS = 1x; careful of the externals of divine service), and yet does not bridle his tongue (Pres Ptc 
CHALINAGWGEW = 1x; to put a bridle on a horse) but deceives his own heart (Pres Ptc APATEW = 4x; to 
cheat, deceive, give a false impression via words), this man's religion (THR8SKEIA = 4x; overt devotion; Acts 
26:5; Col 2:18; Js 1:27) is worthless (MATAIOS = a vacuum, void of result).  
 
Summary: 
1. This is a self-test of our “doing” of the Word. 
2. If we “do” the right thing but harm others with our tongue, our devotion is void of result. 
3. Sins of the tongue harm the witness of good works and thus the works become void of the result 

they could have produced. 
4. Words led to the first deception.  1 Tim 2:14  And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman 

being deceived, fell into transgression. 
A. We are not to be deceived with empty words.  Eph 5:6  Let no one deceive you with empty 

words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
B. And we are not to deceive ourselves.  James 1:26 

5. Faith in religious acts is worthless because the object has no merit. 
6. Just as faith in something that really didn’t happen would be worthless.  1 Cor 15:16-18  16 For if 

the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; 17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith 
is worthless; you are still in your sins.  

7. We should avoid worthless things.  Titus 3:9  9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and 
strife and disputes about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 

 
James 1:27 = Pure Religion 
 
Pure (KATHAROS = ceremonially clean) and undefiled (‘AMIANTOS = free from contamination; in a moral 
sense) religion (THR8SKEIA = compare last verse) in the sight of our God and Father is this (Lit: before the 
God even Father keeps on being this): to visit (Pres Mid Inf EPISKEPTOMAI = to exercise oversight in the sense 
of looking out for, supplying the needs.  Noun form is word for overseer or bishop) orphans (ORPHANOS = 
fatherless; not “the” fatherless indicating only orphans but those whose father is not functioning) and widows 
(CH8RAS = widow; without a husband) in their distress (THLIPSIS = pressures), and (not in text) to keep 
oneself unstained (ASPILOS = unspotted) by the world. 
 
Summary: 
1. In view are clearly righteous acts involving helping those in society  who most need it. 
2. To care for their needs in an honorable and moral sense is what the Lord desires. 
3. This person looks for ways to help and then does so, bridling their tongue in the process. 
4. Orphans and widows include those whose men are dead or simply  out to lunch. 
5. It is a pure and undefiled act if there are no ulterior worldly motives. 
6. Our attitudes about the helpless are a check point used to determine if we have been stained by 

the world. 
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James 2:1-4 
Courtesy to All 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27)  
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 

A. Accept Others (2:1-13) 
1). Courtesy to All (2:1-4) 

 
James 2:1 = The Sin of Partiality  
 
My brethren, do not hold (M8 + Pres Imp ECHW = Stop having, 13th command) your faith in our glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of  personal favoritism (PROSWPOL8PSIA = 4x; denotes respect of 
persons, literally:  to receive someone’s face).  
 
Summary: 
1. The 13th command is for believers to let go of partiality. 
2. They have been saved by grace through faith but have not given that same grace to others.  Rom 

2:9-11  9 There will be  tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and 
also of the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also 
to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God.  

3. We are to treat everyone fairly, as our Master does us.  Eph 6:9  9 And masters, do the same things 
to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no 
partiality with Him. 

4. We are to do our work for the Lord rather than for men.  Col 3:23-25  23 Whatever you do, do your 
work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 25 For he who does wrong will receive the 
consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. 

5. Favoritism applies especially to the giving of the gospel, but also extends to other areas of life. 
 
James 2:2 = An Example-The Rich and Poor at Church 
 
For if (3rd class) a man (AN8R = nobleman) comes into your assembly (SUNAGWG8 = a bringing together 
with) with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,  
 
James 2:3 = The Test of Preference 
 
And you pay special attention (Aor Sub EPIBLEPW = potential to look upon with favor) to the one who is 
wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here (Pres Imp KATH8MAI = 14h command; a command we give 
that is not a good one) in a good place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand (Aor Imp HIST8MI = 15th 
command) over there, or sit down by my footstool,"  
 
James 2:4 = The Mistakes 
 
Have you not made distinctions (Aor Pas Ind DIAKRINW = to judge through, cut with judgment) among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil motives (PON8ROS + DIALOGISMOS = evil reasonings)?  
 
Summary: 
1. James uses a very possible situation and asks how they would handle it. 
2. One person, from external appearances, is wealthy while the other is poor. 
3. Authority as seen in the 14th and 15th commands is then used: 

A. To cater to the rich man. 
B. To put down the poor man. 

4. This example actually denotes a love of money in a subtle form. 
5. The Spiritual condition of people cannot be properly evaluated by externals.   1 Sam 16:7 
6. God wants all to be saved.  1 Tim 2:4 
7. The person who does this is not a doer of the word. 
8. Rationalized partiality is an evil reasoning and is judgmental. 
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James 2:5-9 
Compassion for All 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27))  
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 

A. Accept Others (2:1-13) 
1). Courtesy to All (2:1-4) 
2). Compassion for All (2:5-9) 

 
James 2:5 = The Question 
 
Listen (Aor Imp AKOUW = 16th command; cf 1:19, quick to hear), my beloved brethren (think and act like who 
you are): did not God choose (Aor Mid Ind EKLEGW = to call out, select, elect) the poor of this world to be 
rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised (Aor Mid Ind EPAGGELLOMAI) to those who love 
Him (Pres Ptc AGAPAW = to those loving Him)?  
 
Summary: 
1. The 16th command is to pay attention to a very important point. 
2. Those who realize their need, the poor, are more apt to accept the kingdom the Lord promised. 

Matt 19:23-25  23 And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of heaven.  24 "Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  

3. They are more apt to love Him because they realize He has filled the need. 
4. The “rich” are not as open to realizing their need.  Luke 12:16-21  16 And He told them a parable, 

saying, "The land of a rich man was very productive.  17 "And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 
'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?'  18 "Then he said, 'This is what I will do: I will 
tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  19'And I will 
say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink 
and be merry."'  20 "But God said to him, ' You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now 
who will own what you have prepared?'  21 "So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich toward God."   

5. We are more apt to come to the Lord in times of adversity.  1 Cor 1:26-29  26 For consider your 
calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 
27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak 
things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the 
despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no 
man may boast before God. 

6. God’s kingdom is not just for the physically poor of this world as that would indicate partiality. 
7. His kingdom is for the spiritually poor who come to Him to get their spiritual needs filled. 
 
James 2:6 = The Sin and a Common Sense Question 
 
But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into 
court?  
 
James 2:7 = A Spiritual Question 
 
Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called? (a Jewish expression denoting that 
they belong to the one whose name they bear; cf Deut 28:10; Isa 4:1; Jer 14:9) 
 
Summary: 
1. Even from a human perspective, showing partiality to the rich does not make a lot of sense. 
2. They are often the oppressors and blasphemers of society, so why would you honor them? 
 
James 2:8 = The Test 
 
If (1st Class), however, you are fulfilling (Pres Act Ind TELEW = bringing to a desired end) the royal law 
(BASILIKOS + VOMOS = pertaining to the king) according to the Scripture, "YOU SHALL LOVE (Fut Act Ind 
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AGAPAW = written as an OT law; not an Imperative) YOUR NEIGHBOR (PL8SION = general term for anyone 
you have contact with) AS YOURSELF," you are doing well (Pres Act Ind POIEW + KALWS = inherent good).  
 
James 2:9 = The Conviction 
 
But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.  
 
Summary: 
1. A common tendency of man is to hate one and love the other, but neither are we permitted to 

show partiality to the poor.  Matt 5:43-45  43 " You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR  and hate your enemy.'  44 "But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you,  45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven;  

2. Our King, the Lord Himself, established the Royal Law.  John 13:34-35 
3. Living the Royal Law is inherently good and honors the King. 
4. Partiality is a violation of the Royal Law and is sin. 
5. Who is your “neighbor?”  Luke 20:29-37 
6. The Law and Prophets are fulfilled in fulfilling this command.  Matt 22:38-40  38 "This is the great 

and foremost commandment.  39 "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF.'  40 "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."   

7. Love does no wrong to a neighbor.  Rom 13:8-10  8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one 
another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 9 For this, "YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT 
ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET," and if 
there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 
AS YOURSELF." 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  

8. We are to seek good for our neighbor.  Rom 15:2  2 Each of us is to please his neighbor for his good, 
to his edification. 

9. Good for our neighbor should supercede our own good.  1 Cor 10:23-25  23 All things are lawful, but 
not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify. 24 Let no one seek his own good, 
but that of his neighbor.  

10. We are to speak truth to our neighbor.  Eph 4:25  25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK 
TRUTH EACH ONE of you WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members of one another. 

11. This is why we were given freedom.  Gal 5:13-15  13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do 
not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the 
whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF." 15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one 
another.  
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James 2:10-13 
Consistency in All 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27)  
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 

A. Accept Others (2:1-13) 
1). Courtesy to All (2:1-4) 
2). Compassion for All (2:5-9) 
3). Consistency in All (2:10-13) 

 
James 2:10 = The Bigger Problem 
 
For whoever keeps (Aor Subj T8REW = may keep, sets up a hypothetical situation) the whole law (HOLOS = 
looks at entirety) and yet stumbles (Aor Subj PTAIW = may stumble; one’s progress has been impeded and 
been thrown off balance) in one point, he has become (PF GINOMAI = become with lasting results) guilty of all 
(ENOCHOS = means literally in the power of, thus under the condemnation of).  
 
Summary: 
1. The Mosaic Law taught this.  Deut 6:5 
2. The Law was not open to selective application. 
3. This verse condemns selective perfection. 
4. God’s Law is not partial as anyone who sins stands condemned. 
 
James 2:11 = The Illustration 
 
For He who said, "DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," also said, "DO NOT COMMIT MURDER."  Now if you do 
not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become (PF GINOMAI = become forever) a 
transgressor of the law.  
 
Summary: 
1. James uses two extreme violations of the Law of Love to prove his point. 
2. Our tendency is to use our strengths to try to rationalize our weaknesses. 
3. The fact is that one violation of the Law, i.e. one sin, is sufficient to render us forever a 

transgressor of the Law. 
4. And thus we need a savior. 
 
James 2:12 = The Tests 
 
So speak (Pres Imp LALEW = 17th command) and so act (Pres Imp POIEW = 18th command) as those who are 
to be judged by the law of liberty.  
 
Summary: 
1. The 17th and 18th commands involve words and actions. 
2. Our speech and our deeds are to use a law different from the Mosaic Law. 
3. It is the Law of Liberty, meaning we are set free from sin, not set free to sin.  Gal 5:1,13 
4. These commands are to be an ongoing part of the Christian Life. 
5. They involve putting the Royal Law into operation. 
 
James 2:13 = The Discipline 
 
For judgment will be merciless (ANELEOS = lacking compassion) to one who has shown no mercy; mercy 
triumphs over judgment (Pres Mid Ind KATAKAUCHAOMAI = to boast against someone, to triumph).  
 
 
Summary: 
1. Since God’s grace is extended to all, because all have sinned, we are expected to follow His lead. 
2. Just as the Law is impartial in its condemnation, so also is God’s mercy impartial in its 

application. 
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3. We are all created in the image of God.  Cf 3:9 
4. When we do not display to others what God has displayed to us, we will get a taste of our own 

medicine. 
5. Mercy wins, but it takes greater strength to display mercy than to render judgment. 
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James 2:14-17 
Expression of True Faith 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27))  
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 

A. Accept Others (2:1-13) 
B. Assist Others (2:14-26) 

1). Expression of True Faith (2:14-17) 
 
James 2:14 = A Question of Faith and Works  
 
 What use is it (OPHELOS = benefit, profit, increase), my brethren (primarily used to denote Believers), if 
someone (TIS = anyone) says (may say) he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him (Lit:  is 
the faith able to deliver him)?  
 
Summary: 
1. If this was a question about initial salvation the answer would be “yes.”  Eph 2:8-9; Rom 3:28 
2. But James is addressing Believers. 
3. His hypothetical situation involves a question that could come from either a Believer or an 

unbeliever. 
4. He is going to teach what Jesus taught about acting on the faith on has.  Matt 7:24-27 
5. There is more than one kind of salvation, and application of the Royal Law is deliverance from 

selfishness. 
 
James 2:15 = A Situation 
 
If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,  
 
James 2:16 = A Response 
 
and one of you says to them, "Go in peace (Pres Imp HUPAGW = 19th command), be warmed (20th 
command) and be filled (21st command)," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, 
what use (OPHELOS = profit, benefit, increase) is that?  
 
Summary: 
1. These three commands (19, 20, 21) involve the shirking of Christian responsibilities, thus they are 

things not to do. 
2. James had seen this need already.  Acts 11:27-30 
3. Love is primarily expressed in action.  Rom 12:13 
4. James is addressing people who were known for honoring the Lord with their lips, but their heart 

was far away, namely focused on themselves. 
5. The Body of Christ is designed to be God’s agents. 
6. Lip-service alone benefits no one. 
 
James 2:17 = The Point 
 
Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.  
 
Summary: 
1. This death, or separation, is from the fruit of the Spirit that is a manifestation of the Royal Law. 
2. The model church was known for their “works of faith.”  1 Thes 1:3 
3. It is an outgrowth of our salvation.  Eph 2:10 
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James 2:18-20 
Evidence of True Faith 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27)  
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 

A. Accept Others (2:1-13) 
B. Assist Others (2:14-26) 

1). Expression of True Faith (2:14-17) 
2). Evidence of True Faith (2:18-20) 

 
James 2:18 = The Witness 
 
But someone (TIS = anyone) may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show (Aor Imp DEIKNUMI = 
22nd command; exhibit, demonstrate) me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works."  
 
Summary: 
1. This challenge could be given by a Believer or unbeliever. 
2. Faith is internal while works are external. 
3. The 22nd command is a challenge to try to show the internal apart from the external, which cannot 

be done. 
4. Those who claim faith in what they hear without doing what they have heard have deceived 

themselves.  James 1:22 
5. All of our activity is in actuality based on our belief system. 
6. So what do we really believe? 
 
James 2:19 = Incomplete Faith 
 
You believe (PAI PISTEUW = are believing) that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe (are 
believing), and shudder (PAI THRISSW = to bristle, a picture of horror that causes one’s hair to stand on end; 
are shuddering).  
 
Summary: 
1. It is not enough to simply believe in God and that there is only one God. 
2. The demons know the truth but they still function in evil. 
3. Their doom is sealed because they ran out of time.  Matt 25:41 
4. There is an allotted amount of time for belief in the right person-and His work. 
5. The issue is whether or not we are going to act like demons. 
 
James 2:20 = The Point Made Again 
 
But are you willing (calling for a decision) to recognize, you foolish (KENOS = empty) fellow, that (the) faith 
without works is useless (ARG8 = barren, i.e. without fruit; as there was no fruit on the fig tree)?  
 
Summary: 
1. Faith for the Christian without expression is without fruit. 
2. Thus there is no display of love. 
3. Without love in the Body of Christ, there is no proper witness.  John 13:34-35 
4. Knowledge without production is wrong for the Christian, as well as production without its basis 

in truth.  Mark 7:14f 
5. We are to consider how to stimulate one another to loving actions.  Heb 10:24 
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James 2:21-26 
Examples of True Faith 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27)  
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 

A. Accept Others (2:1-13) 
B. Assist Others (2:14-26) 

1). Expression of True Faith (2:14-17) 
2). Evidence of True Faith (2:18-20) 
3). Examples of True Faith (2:21-26) 

 
James 2:21 = A Clear Example 
 
Was not Abraham our father justified by works (Aor Pas Ind DIKAIOW = declared righteous) when he offered 
up Isaac his son on the altar?  
 
Summary: 
1. James poses an important question that appears to be a contradiction of other Scripture.  Rom 

4:1-6 
2. Abraham was already saved through faith.  Gen 12:1-3 
3. This salvation had already been referenced before the sacrifice of Isaac.  Gen 15:6 cf 22:16 
4. Salvation, which comes by being declared righteous (justified), is solely by faith and not of works.  

Rom 3:20-28; Titus 3:5-7 
5. Faith is the message of Acts.  Acts 13:38-39  38 "Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that 

through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and through Him everyone who believes is freed  
(justified-same word in James and Romans) from all things, from which you could not be freed 
(justified) through the Law of Moses. 

6. James evidently agreed with Peter’s words at the Jerusalem Council concerning faith and 
salvation.  Acts 15:6-11 

7. So James in his letter is presenting a different form of justification that does involve works. 
 
James 2:22 = The Desired Result 
 
You see (PAI BLEPW = with even a quick glance) that (the) faith (the truth of the Word that is believed) was 
working (IPF Act Ind SUVERGEW = to work hand in hand with) with his works, and as a result of the works, 
(the) faith was perfected (TELEIOW = brought to its desired end);  
 
Summary: 
1. Abraham’s faith was not simply an intellectual pursuit, but rather his life.  Heb 11:17-19 
2. What Abraham believed became what Abraham practiced and thus faith was brought to its desired 

end, a changed life. 
 
James 2:23 = The Great Blessing 
 
And the Scripture was fulfilled (Aor Pas Ind PL8ROW = to fill up, a process) which says, "AND ABRAHAM 
BELIEVED GOD (Aor Act Ind PISTEUW = point of time), AND IT WAS RECKONED (Aor Pas Ind LOGIDZOMAI 
= it was imputed; same word used in Romans 4) TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was called the friend 
of God (PHILOS = one with whom there is a close association, not just a passing acquaintance).  
 
Summary: 
1. Fulfillment of Scripture is a process.  John 12:38; 13:18; 17:12,13 
2. Fulfillment of Scripture in a person’s life is also a process.  Eph 3:19 
3. Abraham’s initial justification was by faith. 
4. Abraham’s life then began a process of change. 
5. This change resulted in him being called the “friend of God.” 
6. He was God’s friend not just because of his faith in Him but because of his obedience to Him.  

Gen 26:5 
7. Many were blessed through Abraham’s friendship with God.  Isa 41:8; 2 Chr 20:7 
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8. God’s friendship is always available so the issue is whether or not we want it. 
9. This friendship occurs as we trust Him during times of our greatest difficulty.  Gen 22:1-19 
 
James 2:24 = An Important Realization 
 
You see (Pres Act Ind HORAW = with a close inspection) that a man is justified by works and not by faith 
alone.  
 
Summary: 
1. James calls this important process justification by works. 
2. It involves faithfully using the gifts God has given us in obedience to Him.  1 Thes 1:3 
3. It is not accomplished by religious works but rather by participating in the works of the Spirit. 
4. James is actually dealing with the legalists and intellectuals. 
5. The legalists reduce the Christian life to an issue of works alone while the intellectuals reduce it to 

a cerebral exercise. 
6. The Christian life is both. 
7. Abraham’s faith was not stagnant.  He was an obedient “doer” of the Word. 
 
James 2:25 = A Second Example 
 
In the same way (HOMOIOS = in a similar manner), was not Rahab the harlot (the great patriarch of the Jews 
is here compared to a harlot to demonstrate the principle of grace) also justified by works when she received 
the messengers and sent them out by another way?  
 
Summary: 
1. For Rahab it was also a matter of obedience.  Heb 11:30-31  30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down 

after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those 
who were disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace.  

2. Rahab, who was not nearly as mature as Abraham, exercised her faith.  Josh 2; 6 
3. Rahab’s “justification” was not seen in the lie she told but in her willingness to protect others 

even if it cost her life. 
4. She became the mother of Boaz and thus the great-great grandmother of David.  Matt 1:5 
 
James 2:26 = The Point Again 
 
For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. 
 
Summary: 
1. James’ word selection is important. 
2. The body without the soul is physically dead.  Gen 2:7 
3. The body without the spirit is spiritually dead. 
4. Spiritual death is useless to God and thus is faith without works. 
5. Faith without works is operationally dead. 
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James 3:1-5 
The Tongue is Powerful 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 

A. Control Talk (3:1-12) 
1). The Tongue is Powerful (3:1-5) 

 
James 3:1 = The 23rd Command 
 
Let not many of you become teachers (Pres Imp GINOMAI + M8 + DIDASKALOS = Stop becoming many 
teachers), my brethren, knowing (OIDA = from experience) that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.  
 
Summary: 
1. James is dealing with teachers holding positions of authority since we all should eventually 

become teachers.  Heb 5:12 
2. The problem is trying to function without the proper preparation.  1 Tim 3:2 
3. This probably stemmed from the temporary gifts with many wanting to be the “chiefs.”  1 Cor 

14:26-34 
4. All will give an account of their words, so teachers will have a lot on the table.  Matt 12:35-37  35 

"The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil 
treasure what is evil.  36 "But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an 
accounting for it in the day of judgment.  37 "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words 
you will be condemned." 

5. James is not saying to not teach, but to prepare and consider what and how something is said.  1 
Tim 3:6  6 and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation 
incurred by the devil. 

6. To whom much is given, much is required.  Luke 12:48 
 
James 3:2 = The Importance of our Speech 
 
For we all (HAPAS = strong form of “all”) stumble (Pres Act Ind PTAIW = an application of 2:10) in many ways.  
If (EI = 1st class) anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man (TELEIOS = he has made it), 
able to bridle the whole body as well.  
 
Summary: 
1. James gets the attention of the teachers who consider themselves to be perfect. 
2. Those who “stumble” at one point of the Law, stumble in it all.  2:10 
3. Only Jesus Christ fulfilled this.  1 Peter 2:21-24  For you have been called for this purpose, since 

Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED 
NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile 
in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 
righteously;  

4. James is saying that if we get our speech right, there is enough self-control for anything else. 
5. The tongue is compared to a horse that needs controlled. 
6. Neither is he advocating a vow of silence.  1:19 
7. But rather an expression of the Royal Law.  2:8 
 
James 3:3 = The First Illustration 
 
Now if we put the bits into the horses' mouths so that they will obey us, we direct  (Pres METAGW = 
change the direction of) their entire body as well.  
 
Summary: 
1. The “horse” is the tongue, controlled by the Sin Nature, that needs restraint and direction. 
2. The “rider” is the soul that decides how and when to express itself through speech. 
3. The “bits” focus on the resolve of the will, which is the pressure needed to change direction. 
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4. A horse is a “vehicle” that needs to be controlled in order to reach a desired destination. 
5. Our speech requires restraint and direction.  Eph 4:29 
 
James 3:4 = The Second Illustration 
 
Look (Aor Act Imp HORAW = 24th command; take a good look) at the ships also, though they are so great (the 
one in which Paul was shipwrecked carried 276 people) and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a 
very small rudder wherever the inclination of the pilot desires.  
 
Summary: 
1. Ships, unlike horses, have no will of their own. 
2. The force exerted on the rudder is determined by the goal of the pilot. 
3. By analogy, the ship is the Believer’s life. 
4. The strong winds are the circumstances of life. 
5. The pilot’s exertion of his will on the circumstances determines the direction the ship will take. 
6. The pilot makes the decision whether or not to follow the plotted course. 
7. Without a plotted course and pressure being exerted on the rudder the ship ends up lost at sea, 

traveling in circles. 
8. Sins of the tongue indicate one has drifted off course from grace.  Gal 5:4 
9. Self-will though will not be enough to tame the tongue.   
 
James 3:5 = The Analogy 
 
So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things.  See how great a forest is 
set aflame by such a small fire!  
 
Summary: 
1. The tongue can set in motion forces that are extremely destructive. 
2. A small sin of the tongue can cause great damage. 
3. Once something is heard control is lost. 
4. Like fire, the tongue is useful-when under control. 
5. But also like fire, it can cause disproportionate injury and harm. 
6. Teachers must constantly keep this in mind. 
7. One sin of the tongue can start the fire, but gossip fans the flames. 
8. Speech that glorifies God displays wisdom. 
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James 3:6-8 
The Tongue is Perverse 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 

A. Control Talk (3:1-12) 
1). The Tongue is Powerful (3:1-5) 
2). The Tongue is Perverse (3:6-8) 

 
James 3:6 = The Devastation of the Tongue 
 
And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity (ADIKIA = unrighteousness; not thinking like the Lord); the 
tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our 
life, and is set on fire by hell (GEHENN8 = only use outside the gospels; dumping ground for Jerusalem where 
fires were kept continually burning to destroy garbage).  
 
Summary: 
1. The tongue of fire illustrates its destructive nature.  Psalm 57:4; 120:1-4; Prv 16:27; 26:17-21 
2. The tongue is designed to relay our thoughts, and often the thoughts are not righteous or just. 
3. The tongue is like a “dipstick” to the soul, revealing the levels of love and unrighteousness. 
4. Thus it can say things that affect the entire body. 
5. It can say things that are destructive to our life. 
6. It can also burn like an eternal flame. 
 
James 3:7 = A Comparison to Animals 
 
For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed 
by the human race.  
 
James 3:8 = The Tongue is the Wildest Beast 
 
But no one can tame the tongue (DUNAMAI = is able to tame); it is a restless evil (AKATASTATOS = not 
standing according to a standard; restless; like a caged but unsubdued wild animal) and full of deadly poison.  
 
Summary: 
1. Our speech will never be completely subdued. 
2. Where other people’s speech is concerned, you will not be able to change it without their 

cooperation. 
3. There is no inherent power in man to tame the tongue, as it takes a supernatural power. 
4. The tongue can twist and destroy relationships. 
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James 3:9-12 
The Tongue is Polluted 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 

A. Control Talk (3:1-12) 
1). The Tongue is Powerful (3:1-5) 
2). The Tongue is Perverse (3:6-8) 
3). The Tongue is Polluted (3:9-12) 

 
James 3:9 = The Tongue’s Inconsistency 
 
With it we bless (EULOGEW = speak a good word about) our  (the) Lord and Father, and with it we (brethren-
believers) curse (Pres KATARAOMAI = to call down a curse on someone as an expression of ill-will) men, who 
have been made in the likeness (HOMOIWSIS = 1x; similitude) of God;  
 
Summary: 
1. Man is created in the image of God and hence there is an intrinsic worth.  Gen 1:26-27 
2. When we curse someone we are trying to play God. 
3. To apply the Royal Law our focus should not be on the Sin Natures of others, but on the fact that 

the Lord also paid for their sins. 
4. Each human being is important in the Plan of God. 
5. To think otherwise is to be “double-souled.”  Cf 1:8 
 
James 3:10 = It should not be Inconsistent 
 
From the same mouth come both blessing (EULOGIA =  a good word) and cursing (KATARA = a downward 
curse). My brethren, these things ought not to be this way.  
 
Summary: 
1. This verse is a more general statement than the previous verse. 
2. It refers to any type of inappropriate blessing or cursing.  Rom 1:18-32 
3. Cursing someone comes from an attitude of superiority, thus partiality is involved.  Cf James 2:1-8 
 
James 3:11 = A Question 
 
Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water?   
 
James 3:12 = More Questions 
 
Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh.  
 
Summary: 
1. Nature is a reflection of the Creator, which makes it consistent. 
2. Letting our tongue be led by our Sin Natures will produce inconsistent and undesirable fruit. 
3. Letting our tongue be led by the Holy Spirit will produce the appropriate fruit. 
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James 3:13 
Wisdom is Humble 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 

A. Control Talk (3:1-12) 
B. Cultivate Thought (3:13-18) 

1). Wisdom is Humble (3:13) 
 
James 3:13 = Wisdom from Above  
 
Who among you is wise (SOPHOS = able to see relationships) and understanding (EPIST8MAI = to know 
well; expert knowledge; sees how to apply wisdom)? Let him show (Aor Imp DEIKNUMI = 25th command; i.e. 
present evidence of wisdom and understanding) by his good (KALOS = inherently good) behavior 
(ANASTROPH8 = to turn here and there; behave; the daily matters of life) his deeds (ERGOS = works) in the 
gentleness of wisdom (PRAUT8S = gentleness; maintaining composure; strength under control).  
 
Summary: 
1. This two-fold question is designed for self-evaluation. 
2. The first part of the question is for those who are able to see relationships. 
3. The second part is for those who are able to correctly apply their knowledge. 
4. If we really are wise and understand God’s word, we are commanded to display these qualities. 

A. We will have joy.  1:2-4 
B. We will ask for wisdom.  1:5-8 
C. We will glory in our position.  1:9-11 
D. We will persevere under trial.  1:12 
E. We will realize personal responsibility.  1:13-18 
F. We will be doers of the word.  1:19-25 
G. We will serve widows and orphans.  1:26-27 
H. We will not be partial, but will live the Royal Law.  2:1-13 
I. We will work based on our faith.  2:14-26 
J. We will seek to bridle our tongue.  3:1-12 

5. These are markers of inherently good behavior. 
6. These things will become our lifestyle. 
7. There will be a marked gentleness. 
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James 3:14-16 
Wisdom is Gracious 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 

A. Control Talk (3:1-12) 
B. Cultivate Thought (3:13-18) 

1). Wisdom is Humble (3:13) 
2). Wisdom is Gracious (3:14-16) 

 
James 3:14 = If not Wise and Understanding 
 
But if you have bitter jealousy (Z8LOS = a zeal that is misdirected; jealousy/envy are the same word + PIKROS 
= 2x; cf 3:11; bitter water; bitterness + Pres Act Ind ECHW = keep having) and selfish ambition (EPITHEIA = 
translated “strife” in Gal 5:20; used of someone who for personal advantage works to promote a cause even if it 
involves unethical practices; politics; self-centered and not Christ-centered) in your heart (the center of activity; 
what really drives the person), do not be arrogant (26th command; M8 + Pres Mid Imp KATAKAUCHAOMAI = 
stop being arrogant) and so lie (27th command; Pres Mid Imp PSEUDOMAI = stop lying) against the truth.  
 
Summary: 
1. Bitter jealousy and selfish ambition are set as opposites of wisdom and understanding. 

A. The presence of bitter jealousy indicates a lack of wisdom. 
B. The presence of selfish ambition indicates a lack of understanding. 

2. Jealousy is an inordinate desire to keep what one has, while envy is an inordinate desire to get 
what another has.  The problem with both is self-centeredness. 

3. Bitter jealousy/envy is that which is a reaction to a set of circumstances, ultimately blaming God 
because someone has it better. 

4. Selfish ambition involves the political thoughts and actions of self-promotion. 
5. Nothing is to be done from selfish ambition.  Php 2:3 
6. To the degree these things are present is the same degree that wisdom and understanding are 

lacking. 
7. Bitter jealousy and selfish ambition are seen as functions of arrogance. 
8. They are also seen as promoting a lie and thus the two commands. 
 
James 3:15 = Description of Bitter Jealousy and Selfish Ambition 
 
This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly (EPIGEIOS = upon the earth, stands 
for that which is inferior), natural (PSUCHIKOS = soulish; one’s own decisions are their God), demonic 
(DAIMONIWD8S = 1x; from demons).  
 
Summary: 
1. Bitter Jealousy and Selfish Ambition are seen as earthly wisdom and are not gifts from God. Cf 1:17 
2. This wisdom springs from a limited finite life. 

A. It lacks perspective and scope. 
B. This is a mark of an enemy of the cross of Christ.  Phil 3:18-19  18 For many walk, of whom I 

often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 19 
whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set 
their minds on earthly things. 

3. This wisdom is based purely on human perception. 
A. It comes with our natural body.  1 Cor 15:42-45  42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is 

sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in 
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.   

B. It is without spiritual understanding.  1 Cor 2:14  14 But a natural man does not accept the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritually appraised.   
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C. It is divisive by nature.  Jude 19-20  19 These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-
minded, devoid of the Spirit.  

4. This wisdom that is based in bitter jealousy and selfish ambition has demons at its source. 
A. It recognizes God but does not regard Him.  James 2:19  19 You believe that God is one. You 

do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 
B. It is passed from demons to men.  1 Tim 4:1-2  But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times 

some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,  
5. This wisdom is a clear violation of the Royal Law. 
 
James 3:16 = The Problems 
 
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist (same words), there is disorder (AKATASTASIA = not standing 
according to a standard, confusion, chaos) and every evil thing (PHAULOS = slight, trivial + PRAGMA = deed, 
work, transaction; worthless transaction).  
 
Summary: 
1. When this worldly wisdom is present, manifested in jealousy and selfish ambition, there is also 

confusion and worthless actions. 
2. God is not the author of confusion.  1 Cor 14:33  33 for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as 

in all the churches of the saints.  
3. Confusion is a marker of the last days, thus worldly wisdom, manifested in jealousy and selfish 

ambition, is also present.  Luke 21:9  9 "When you hear of wars and disturbances, do not be terrified; 
for these things must take place first, but the end does not follow immediately."  

4. A life of “worthless transactions” denotes hatred of the Light.  John 3:20  20 " For everyone who 
does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 

5. Jealousy and Selfish Ambition keep one from: 
A. Having Joy.  1:2-4 
B. Having Wisdom.  1:5-8 
C. Glorying in one’s position-contentment.  1:9-11 
D. Perseverance under trial.  1:12 
E. Accepting personal responsibility.  1:13-18 
F. Being a doer of the word.  1:19-25 
G. Serving widows and orphans.  1:26-27 
H. Being impartial, living the Royal Law.  2:1-13 
I. Being Justified by works.  2:14-26 
J. Bridling his tongue.  3:1-12 

6. Because of envy, the religious leaders delivered up our Lord.  Matt 27:18 
7. Because of selfish ambition we never become like Christ.  Php 2:5 
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James 3:17-18 
Wisdom is Peaceable 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 

A. Control Talk (3:1-12) 
B. Cultivate Thought (3:13-18) 

1). Wisdom is Humble (3:13) 
2). Wisdom is Gracious (3:14-16) 
3). Wisdom is Peaceable (3:17-18) 

 
James 3:17 = Eight Markers of Heavenly Wisdom 
 
But the wisdom from above is first (PRWTOS = first in priority; basic to what follows; without this the rest won’t 
happen) pure (AGNOS = pure, clean, undefiled from all vile such as jealousy and selfish ambition), then 
peaceable (EIR8NIK8 = a characteristic of wisdom), gentle (EPIEIK8S = considerate, non-combative, respecting 
the feelings of others), reasonable (EUPEITH8S = to obey well; compliant, ready to cooperate, teachable), full of 
mercy (MEST8 + ELEOS = full to the brim + mercy, compassion to those in distress) and good fruits 
(AGATHOS = becomes good + KARPOS = fruit), unwavering (ADIAKRITOS = 1x; not judging; not double-
souled; consistent), without hypocrisy (ANHUPOKRIT8S = an attitude that is not hidden under a mask).  
 
Summary: 
1. God’s wisdom is free from jealousy and selfish ambition and thus is pure. 
2. God’s wisdom seeks to establish or maintain true and pure peace.  (It is a reliable basis for action) 
3. God’s wisdom respects the feelings of others.  (We should not be arrogant toward others) 
4. God’s wisdom makes one teachable.  (We should be a student) 
5. God’s wisdom shows compassion to those in distress.  (We should be an ambassador) 
6. God’s wisdom is loaded with good production.  (We should be a student) 
7. God’s wisdom is consistent.  (We should be consistent) 
8. God’s wisdom is real.  (We should be real) 
9. God’s wisdom lacks confusion and worthless transactions. 
 
James 3:18 = The Importance of Peace 
 
And the seed whose fruit is righteousness (lit: and the fruit of righteousness) is sown (Pres Act Ind SPEIRW = 
to be part of our life) in peace by those who make (Pres Act Ptc POIEW = are making) peace. 
 
Summary: 
1. The “fruit of righteousness” is the justification by works that began with our justification by faith. 
2. We are to spread it peacefully, with a desire that others experience this peace. 
3. To seek to spread peace is part of our calling as a son of God.  Matt 5:9  9 "Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
4. In context: 

A. Teachers are to be peacemakers.  3:1 
B. Speech is very important to this process.  3:1-12 
C. Being a peacemaker is godly wisdom and understanding.  3:13 
D. Jealousy and selfish ambition will destroy it.  3:14-16 
E. It should come with pure motives.  3:17 
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James 4:1-2 
Cause of Conflict 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 

A. Turn Hatred into Humility (4:1-6) 
1). Cause of Conflict (4:1-2) 

 
James 4:1 = The Source of Problems  
 
What is the source of quarrels (POLEMOS = wars; not looking at an isolated problem but a chronic condition) 
and conflicts (MACH8 = refers to the specific outbreaks of hostility during a war; a battle) among you (you all = 
Christians)? Is not the source your pleasures (HEDON8 = hedonism; the philosophy that pleasure is the 
principle good and hence the principle goal) that wage war in your members?  
 
Summary: 
1. James states that the source of wars and battles among Christians is Hedonism, the desire for 

one’s own pleasure. 
2. It is two Sin Natures at odds with one another. 
3. A feeling of pleasure can be sought through fame, fortune, power or sensual pleasure. 
4. What is lacking is application of the Royal Law. 
5. Outward turmoil reflects inner problems. 
  
James 4:2 = Three Problems and their Results 
 
You lust (Pres Act Ind EPITHUMEW = anger upon anger; lust is an outgrowth of anger brought about by blocked 
goals) and do not have; so you commit murder (Pres Act Ind PHONEUW = present denotes figurative use; the 
Aor would have indicated the literal act.  In view is mental attitude murder or hate). You are envious (Z8LOS = cf 
3:14,16; jealousy/envy) and cannot obtain (DUNAMAI = are not empowered + Aor Inf EPIGUGCHANW = to 
obtain, take possession of, but in the sense of receiving the blessings of a promise;  Heb 6:15; 11:33); so you 
fight and quarrel (same words as V1 with word order reversed; battle and wage war). You do not have 
because you do not ask (AITEW = humbly ask).  
 
Summary: 
1. Three problems and their results are listed. 

A. Lust after, do not get, commit murder. 
B. Envious of, don’t get, do battle. 
C. Don’t humbly ask, don’t get. 

2. Those involved in these wars are angry because they do not get what they want. 
3. The result is murder in the mind.  Matt 5:21-22  "You have heard that the ancients were told, 'YOU 

SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER' and 'Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.'  22 "But I 
say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; 

4. Jealousy/envy includes the desire to totally possess and control a person or thing, thus it seeks 
to usurp the sovereignty of God. 

5. The battle is with that which is keeping one from obtaining the desired control. 
6. The first two problems indicate problems with the fulfillment of the 10th commandment.  
7. The main problem is a lack of humility. 
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James 4:3-4 
Consequence of Conflict 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 

A. Turn Hatred into Humility (4:1-6) 
1). Cause of Conflict (4:1-2) 
2). Consequence of Conflict (4:3-4) 

 
James 4:3 = Another Problem 
 
You ask (Pres Act Ind AITEW = are humbly asking) and do not receive, because you ask (AITEW) with wrong 
(KAKWS = inherently evil) motives, so that you may spend it (Aor Subj DAPANAW = spend freely) on your 
pleasures (H8DON8 = hedonism).  
 
Summary: 
1. Some try to word their prayers in a humble way, thinking they can  fool God. 
2. God is not fooled by selfishness. 
3. He sees our heart, the real motives behind our requests.  1 Sam 16:7-8  7 But the LORD said to 

Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for 
God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."  

 
James 4:4 = The Wrong Attitude and the Results 
 
You adulteresses (MOICHALIS = looks at one is unfaithful in marriage vows; worldliness is spiritual adultery; not 
doing His word is spiritual disloyalty), do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility (ECHTHRA = 
feminine noun; masculine means an “enemy”; in a hostile state) toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be 
a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.  
 
Summary: 
1. To be a “friend of the world” instead of a “friend of God” is spiritual adultery. 
2. We are in the world but are not to be caught up in its principles and  objectives.   
3. No one can serve two masters.  Matt 6:19-24  19 " Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20 "But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;  21 
for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  22 " The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if 
your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light.  23 "But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be 
full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!  24 " No one can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.   

4. Those whose appetite is their “god” are enemies of the cross of Jesus Christ.  Phil 3:17-21  17 
Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in 
us. 18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of 
the cross of Christ, 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their  appetite, and whose  glory is in their 
shame, who set their minds on earthly things. 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we 
eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our humble state into 
conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to 
Himself. 

5. Reconciliation is available for an enemy of God.  Rom 5:8-10  8 But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For if while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, 
we shall be saved by His life. 
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James 4:5-6 
Cure for Conflict 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 

A. Turn Hatred into Humility (4:1-6) 
1). Cause of Conflict (4:1-2) 
2). Consequence of Conflict (4:3-4) 
3). Cure for Conflict (4:5-6) 

 
James 4:5 = The Father’s Desire 
 
Or do you think (Pres Act Ind DOKEW = an ongoing process, like a public opinion.  Has the idea of wanting 
something to be true so much that facts are ignored) that the Scripture speaks to no purpose (adv of manner 
KENWS = in an empty manner, i.e. without Divine sanction and backing): "He jealously desires (Pres Act Ind 
EPIPOTHEW = to long for greatly, yearn + PHTHONOS = jealousy; displeasure produced by hearing of the 
advantage of others; different word than Z8LOS which we have seen) the Spirit which He has made to dwell ( 
d.a. + Pres Ptc KATOIKEW = to live according to a standard) in us"? (this is not a direct quote of any verse, but 
is an application of the “jealous God” to the church age) 
 
Summary: 
1. Hedonism wants its desires fulfilled so much that it ignores or distorts facts. 
2. Hedonists think that when Scripture disagrees with their viewpoint that the Scripture lacks Divine 

sanction and backing. 
3. The Lord is Divinely jealous when His bride is playing the harlot with the world. 

A. Playing the harlot indicates one is constantly seeking signs from Him.  Matt 12:39  39 But 
He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no 
sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; 

B. It also means one is ashamed of their Messiah.  Mark 8:36-38  36 "For what does it profit a 
man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?  37 "For what will a man give in exchange for 
his soul?  38 "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His 
Father with the holy angels." 

4. God is “jealous” when His command to worship no god other than Him is rejected by His people.  
Ex 34:14-15  14--for you shall not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a 
jealous God--  

5. James has connected the “Jealous God” of the Old Testament to the Church Age believer. 
6. The Father wants the relationship with The Spirit who is dwelling inside of us. 
7. The picture is one of a break in fellowship, in which we are in the way, with a need for restoration.  

1 John 1:6-10; cf 4:8-10  
 
James 4:6 = A Greater Grace 
 
But He gives (Pres Act Ind DIDWMI = keeps on giving) a greater grace (MEGAS in comparative degree + 
CHARIS = grace; something given in addition to saving grace). Therefore it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED (Pres Mid 
Ind ANTITASSW = to arrange in order against) TO THE PROUD (HUPERPHANOS = to appear or manifest 
oneself over someone else), BUT GIVES (Pres Act Ind DIDWMI = keeps on giving) GRACE TO THE HUMBLE 
(TAPEINOS = lowly, poor, humble)." (Psalm 138:6; Prov 3:34) 
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord keeps giving and giving and James takes that Old Testament principle into the first book 

of the New Testament. 
2. In context, it is grace to escape adultery with the world and live life in fellowship with God. 
3. Notice that one functioning in Hedonism, is not in fellowship with God, since that person is 

involved in arrogance. 
4. Also, in context is the grace to overcome arrogance. 
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5. God is arranged to deal with arrogance. 
A. In unbelievers.  Rom 1:28-32  28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any 

longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, 29 
being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
malice; they are  gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of 
evil, disobedient to parents, 31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; 32 
and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of 
death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them. 

B. In the last days.  2 Tim 3:1-6  But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For 
men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters 
of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 
holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these.  

6. Peter received this greater grace.  1 Peter 5:5  5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; 
and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE 
PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.  

7. The condition for receiving this grace is humility. 
8. With the Father, Son, Holy Spirit and us in fellowship, a great amount of fruit will be produced. 
9. Arrogance in any relationship will harm it. 
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James 4:7-9 
Advice for Justice 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 

A. Turn Hatred into Humility (4:1-6) 
B. Turn Judgment into Justice (4:7-12) 

1). Advice for Justice (4:7-9) 
 
James 4:7 = Submit and Resist 
 
Submit (Aor Imp HUPOTASSW = arrange yourself in order under 28th command) therefore to God. Resist (Aor 
Imp ANTHIST8MI = stand against 29th command) the devil (DIABOLOS = the slanderer) and he will flee (Fut 
Act Ind PHEUGW = a promise) from you.  
 
Summary: 
1. Often it is the other way around. 
2. The first step is to arrange oneself under the authority of the Commander-in-Chief. 

A. “Riding the fence” is not really an option. 
B. Don’t complain and give the enemy ammunition. 

3. The next step is to identify the real enemy. 
4. Standing against the devil will open you up to slander. 
5. Standing against him though will cause him to flee.  (he may not go far away, but to a loved one) 
6. Be aware of his strategies: 

A. Attacks the gospel.  2 Cor 4:3-4 
B. Seeks spirituality by works.  Gal 3:1-5 
C. Uses Scripture out of context.  Gal 5:1-10 
D. Focuses on self-promotion.  1 Cor 1:1-10 
E. Focuses on material things.  Heb 13:5-6 
F. Counterfeits truth.  1 Tim 4:1 
G. Promotes idolatry.  1 Cor 10:19-21 
H. Offers godhood.  Gen 3 

 
James 4:8 = Approach the Throne 
 
Draw near (Aor Imp EGGIDZW = get closer; 30th command) to God and He will draw near (Fut Act Ind 
EGGIDZW = a promise) to you. Cleanse (Aor Imp KATHARIDZW = ceremonially cleanse; like with the Bronze 
Laver, 31st command) your hands (denotes service), you sinners (some thought they weren’t); and purify (Aor 
Imp AGNIDZW = denotes removal of anything that disqualifies one’s worship, 32nd command) your hearts, you 
double-minded (souled).  
 
Summary: 
1. Approach God as a priest ready for battle. 
2. We are to seek to get as close to Him as possible, and He will respond. 
3. We do this by living the principles found earlier in this book. 
4. It specifically involves serving Him and others first. 
5. We are to evaluate our service-to whom and what-then change that which is wrong. 
6. We are to evaluate our motives and seek to remove those that are wrong.  Cf 4:1-3 
7. A “double-souled” individual: 

A. Tries to serve two masters. 
B. Prays with doubt. 
C. Says the right things and does another. 
D. Only hears the word and is not interested in doing it. 
E. Says one thing and does another. 
F. Harbors evil in his heart. 
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James 4:9 = Change your Mind 
 
Be miserable (Aor Imp TALAIPOREW = to undergo hardship; endure misery; a godly sorrow, 33rd command) 
and mourn (Aor Imp PENTHEW = the natural manifestation of grief, 34th command) and weep (Aor Imp KLAIW = 
the overflow of tears, like when Peter realized his denials, 35th command); let your laughter (CHELWS = 1x; 
refers to the laughter of men while enjoying their pleasures) be turned (Aor Imp METATREPW = to turn with, 36th 
command) into mourning and your joy (CHARA = grace word, those who view a lack of immediate discipline as 
grace and are not willing to change their sinful ways) to gloom.  
 
Summary: 
1. To submit and draw near we must be willing to undergo a godly sorrow. 
2. This has to be real, as the grief and tears at a funeral over the loss of a loved one. 
3. Ongoing sin is not a cause for spiritual joy. 
4. James is saying that to change our emotions need to be correct for the circumstances. 
5. Laughter over the sinful things of the world should lead us to a realization of error, which should 

bring about mourning. 
6. Thinking that the lack of immediate discipline for ongoing sin is grace is a distortion of the 

principle.  Rom 6 
7. Our Basic Attitude:  Submit to God, Resist the Devil. 
8. Our Basic Motivation:  Draw Near to God. 
9. Basic Changes to draw near: 

A. Cleanse 
B. Purify 
C. Be miserable 
D. Mourn 
E. Weep 
F. Get things right 
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James 4:10-11 
Advantage of Justice 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 

A. Turn Hatred into Humility (4:1-6) 
B. Turn Judgment into Justice (4:7-12) 

1). Advice for Justice (4:7-9) 
2). Advantage of Justice (4:10-11) 

 
James 4:10 = Make your Choice 
 
Humble yourselves (Aor Pas Imp TAPEINOW = reflexive passive; voluntarily, 37th command) in the presence 
(ENWPION = sight) of the Lord, and He will exalt you (Fut Act Ind HUPSOW = a promise).  
 
Summary: 
1. It should be humbling to be in His presence. 
2. As we realize we are in His presence, the result should be humility. 
3. Therefore, come into His presence. 
4. He will lift you up, both in time and for all eternity. 
5. A course correction away from worldliness will result in true gain. 
 
James 4:11 = Don’t Assume a Position of Authority 
 
Do not speak (M8 + Pres Imp KATALALEW = speak down/against, Present means to “stop,” 38th command) 
against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the 
law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it.   
 
Summary: 
1. If we are speaking against one another we are to stop. 
2. This refers to problems that are just speculation, since we are to make decisions and deal with 

problems.  1 Cor 5 
3. We are to seek wisdom in all areas.  James 1:5 
4. The standard is the Royal Law. 

A. Are we living it? 
B. Are we seeking to protect others from distortions of it? 
C. Are the issues righteous? 

5. Talking down to a brother indicates a lack of humility. 
6. We are not to assume positions God has not called us to. 
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James 4:12 
Author of Justice 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 

A. Turn Hatred into Humility (4:1-6) 
B. Turn Judgment into Justice (4:7-12) 

1). Advice for Justice (4:7-9) 
2). Advantage of Justice (4:10-11) 
3). Author of Justice (4:12) 

 
James 4:12 = There is only One 
 
There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able (DUNAMAI = has the power) to save (SWDZW = 
deliver, Phase 1 and 2) and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor?  
 
Summary: 
1. God holds the supreme power of making law and judging offenders. 
2. Those He places in positions of authority are not to overstep their authority.  1 Pet 5:1-5 
3. Some were evidently assuming power that they did not have. 
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James 4:13 
Statement of Boasting 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 

A. Turn Hatred into Humility (4:1-6) 
B. Turn Judgment into Justice (4:7-12) 
C. Turn Boasting into Belief (4:13-17) 

1). Statement of Boasting (4:13) 
 
James 4:13 = An Example of Failure to Consult the Lawgiver 
 
Come now (Pres Imp AGW = a sense of urgency, a “get rich quick” scheme, 39th command), you who say, 
"Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business 
and make a profit."  
 
Summary: 
1. There is nothing wrong with planning ahead.  Prov 6:6 
2. The issue is one of motivation. 
3. This statement leaves God out of the picture, and thus is arrogant. 
4. This is an example of not “drawing near to God.” 
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James 4:14 
Sentence on Boasting 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 

A. Turn Hatred into Humility (4:1-6) 
B. Turn Judgment into Justice (4:7-12) 
C. Turn Boasting into Belief (4:13-17) 

1). Statement of Boasting (4:13) 
2). Sentence on Boasting (4:14) 

 
James 4:14 = The Mistake 
 
Yet you do not know (OUK + Pres Pas Ind EPISTAMAI = to know well enough to teach) what your life will be 
like tomorrow. You are just a vapor (ATMIS = 2x; Acts 2:19 of the vapor of smoke) that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes away.  
 
Summary: 
1. The plan has failed to consider the truth. 
2. We are transitory beings that are only here for a little while. 
3. Appreciation of grace give thanks for another day, whether in this world or in heaven. 
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James 4:15-17 
Solution for Boasting 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 

A. Turn Hatred into Humility (4:1-6) 
B. Turn Judgment into Justice (4:7-12) 
C. Turn Boasting into Belief (4:13-17) 

1). Statement of Boasting (4:13) 
2). Sentence on Boasting (4:14) 
3). Solution for Boasting (4:15-17) 

 
James 4:15 = The Correct Attitude 
 
Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills (EAV + Aor Sub THELW = 3rd class condition), we will live and 
also do this or that."  
 
Summary: 
1. This attitude recognizes Jesus’ desire to lead your life. 
2. Submission to His desires are love responses. 
3. It recognizes His Divine Essence. 
4. One of the greatest manifestations of arrogance is presumptive planning.  Isa 14:12-14 
5. A love response to Him brings a promise that He will work all things together for good.  Rom 8:28 
  
James 4:16 = Failure to Consult Him is Arrogance 
 
But as it is, you boast (Pres Mid Ind KAUCHAOMAI = to boast; James is dealing with a present problem) in 
your arrogance (ALADZONEIA = 2x; 1 John 2:16, extravagant claims); all such boasting is evil (PON8ROS).  
 
Summary: 
1. The claim that one is God in regards to His own life is an extravagant claim. 
2. This kind of pride is a marker of loving the world.  1 John 2:15-17  Do not love the world nor the 

things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but 
is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God 
lives forever.  

 
James 4:17 = The Point 
 
Therefore (draws a conclusion from the preceding paragraph), to one who knows the right thing to do (i.e. 
consult the Lawgiver) and does not do it, to him it is sin (face the Judge). 
 
Summary: 
1. This verse summarizes the principles taught from 1:22. 
2. God desires all to come to a “full knowledge of the truth.”  1 Tim 2:4 
3. One who does not consistently consult the “Lawgiver” and live in the “Law of Love” will have to 

relate to Him as the “Judge.” 
4. Even when disciplining us, He functions in love.  Heb 12:5-10 
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James 5:1 
Consternation from Wealth 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 
5. Share with Concern (5:1-20) 

A. Share in Possessions (5:1-6) 
1). Consternation from Wealth (5:1) 

 
James 5:1 = Get Ready for the Judge 
 
Come now (Pres Imp AGW = 40th command; sense of urgency), you rich (PLOUSIOS = rich, denotes a class of 
people who acquire their wealth by fraud cf V4; specifically in the last days), weep (Aor Imp KLAIW = 41st 
command; weep) and howl (Pres Ptc ‘OLULUDZW = 1x; a PTC not an IMP, howling; describes the type of 
weeping; used of crying out to the gods; i.e. see if the god of money will deliver you) for your miseries 
(TALAIPWRIA = noun, 2x; to undergo hardship; the ADV is used in Rom 7:24; Rev 3:17) which are coming 
upon you.  
 
Summary: 
1. This is an invitation to the fraudulently rich of the last days.  (context) 
2. It connects us to Prophetical Babylon.  Rev 18:9,11,15,19 
3. In that time of the worship of many gods, there is a challenge to call out to the god of money to 

see if he will deliver. 
4. It is also a time for maximum opportunity to change and worship the true God. 
5. This misery is also a description of a problem in the Church of Laodicea.  Rev 3:17-19  17'Because 

you say, " I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you 
are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,  18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined 
by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that  the 
shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.  
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James 5:2-3 
Corrosion of Wealth 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 
5. Share with Concern (5:1-20) 

A. Share in Possessions (5:1-6) 
1). Consternation from Wealth (5:1) 
2). Corrosion of Wealth (5:2-3) 

 
James 5:2 = Part of the Judgment 
 
Your riches have rotted (PF Act Ind S8PW = 1x; to rot off and drop to pieces; PF indicates a total loss, Prophetic 
Perfect) and your garments have become moth-eaten (PF GINOMAI = become, with lasting results).  
 
Summary: 
1. This is a picture of both a slow and rapid loss of wealth. 
2. Something has happened that is unusual. 
 
James 5:3 = The Rest of the Story-Especially in the Last Days 
 
Your gold and your silver have rusted (Pf Ps Ind KATIOW = 1x; an intensive form of IOW which means to 
“poison;” again, lasting results); and their rust (IOS = 3x; poison, Rom 3:13; Js 3:8) will be (Fut Act Ind EIMI) a 
witness against you and will consume (Fut Act Ind ESTHIW = the poison metal) your flesh like fire. It is in 
the last days that you have stored up your treasure (Aor Act Ind TH8SAURIDZW = to store up treasure)!  
 
Summary: 
1. Two of the most resilient metals are “poisoned” in such a way that it causes them to devour flesh. 
2. They will still try to save it, or else it would not devour their flesh. 
3. This “poisoning” is a witness against the fraudulent rich. 
4. The tongue is usually the spreader of this “poison,” so the judgment indicates there have been 

many sins of the tongue.  Rom 3:13; Js 3:8 
5. This coincides with the destruction of Prophetical Babylon.  Rev 18 
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James 5:4-6 
Condemnation in Wealth 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 
5. Share with Concern (5:1-20) 

A. Share in Possessions (5:1-6) 
1). Consternation from Wealth (5:1) 
2). Corrosion of Wealth (5:2-3) 
3). Condemnation in Wealth (5:4-6) 
 

James 5:4 = Dishonorable Gain 
 
Behold (Aor Imp HORAW = 42nd command), the pay (MISTHOS = wages; that which was earned and due) of 
the laborers who mowed your fields (they even abused those who were paid the least and often needed it 
most), and which has been withheld by you (PF Ps Ptc APHUSTEREW = to take away with the nuance of 
defrauding), cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of 
the Lord of Sabaoth.  
 
Summary: 
1. The reason for the destruction is clearly stated, like it has been in the past.  Gen 4:10; 18:20 
2. They have violated an important commandment that is a clear violation of the Royal Law.  Deut 

24:14-15; Mark 10:19  14 "You shall not oppress a hired servant who is poor and needy, whether he is 
one of your countrymen or one of your aliens who is in your land in your towns. 15 " You shall give him 
his wages on his day before the sun sets, for he is poor and sets his heart on it; so that he will not cry 
against you to the LORD and it become sin in you.  

3. Even if it is permitted by the laws of the land, it is not permitted by the laws of God. 
4. This same type of outcry was heard by the Lord that led to the Exodus from Egypt.  Exodus 1 
5. This type of defrauding mindset can be present in Believers.  1 Tim 6:5  and constant friction 

between men of depraved mind (defrauding) and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a 
means of gain. 

6. Fraud does not escape the notice of the Lawgiver and Judge, who will take the appropriate action 
at the right time.  Cf 4:12 

7. One day it will be time for Him to harvest.  Rev 14 
 
James 5:5 = Dishonorable Life 
 
You have lived luxuriously (Aor Ind TRUPHAW = 1X; a life of self-indulgence) on the earth and led a life of 
wanton pleasure (Aor Ind SPATALAW = 1 Tim 5:6; sexual promiscuity) you have fattened your hearts in a day 
of slaughter.  
 
Summary: 
1. These people took their “stolen income” and used it to live a life of self-indulgence and 

promiscuity. 
2. Those who consistently do this become calloused to the pain they cause others. 
3. People who do this are “dead” even while the “live.”  1 Tim 5:6  6 But she who gives herself to 

wanton pleasure is dead even while she lives. 
4. They were “fattened up” while others were being slaughtered. 
5. They will eventually face the slaughter. 
 
James 5:6 = A Thorough Lack of Character 
 
You have condemned (KATADIKEW = pronouncement of the sentence) and put to death the righteous man; 
he does not resist you.  
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Summary: 
1. The merchants were making “judicial” decisions that led to the death of others. 
2. The “righteous man” in view here is one who did not worship the god of money. 
3. To return evil for good is the lowest form of evil. 
4. The righteous man of the last days is one who is not leading a rebellion to change society, but 

rather to emulate Jesus Christ.  1 Pet 2:22-24 
5. This is especially the marker for the Tribulational believers, many of whom will become martyrs. 
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James 5:7-9 
Essence of Patience 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 
5. Share with Concern (5:1-20) 

A. Share in Possessions (5:1-6) 
B. Share in Patience (5:7-12) 

1). Essence of Patience (5:7-9) 
 
James 5:7 = Exhortation to Believers 
 
Therefore (draws a conclusion from the prophetic information just given; application for them and us) be patient 
(Aor Imp MAKROTHUMEW = 43rd command; patience toward people), brethren, until the coming of the Lord 
(PAROUSIA = the presence alongside; the royal arrival of a king). Behold (Aor Imp HORAW = 44th command) 
the farmer (GEORGOS) waits (Pres Mid Ind EKDECHOMAI = is waiting) for the precious produce (valuable 
fruit) of the soil, being patient (MAKROTHUMEW = toward people) about it, until it gets the early and late 
rains.  
 
Summary: 
1. The application of this prophecy is patience toward people. 
2. The Lord will judge at the perfect time.  Matt 24:27,37,39 
3. An agricultural analogy is used to teach patience. 
4. The symbolism is great. 

A. The Farmer is the Farmer.  John 15:1 
B. The Valuable Fruit is produced by the branches on the Vine.  John 15:1-8 
C. The Soil refers to a Believer’s desire to be productive.  Matt 13:5ff 
D. The Rain is the Word of God.  Heb 6:7-8  7 For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it 

and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from 
God; 8 but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up 
being burned.  

E. The Early Rain is God’s word for the first generation of the Church. 
F. The Latter Rain is God’s word for the last generation.  Mark 13 
G. The Patience of the Farmer is so that He may reap a larger crop.  2 Peter 3:8-9  8 But do not 

let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 
repentance.  

5. Our patience toward people will let us grow up and produce more fruit.  James 1:2-4 
 
James 5:8 = How Long to be Patient 
 
You too be patient (Aor Imp MAKROTHUMEW = 45th command); strengthen (Aor Imp ST8RIDZW = 46th 
command) your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near (Pf Act Ind EGGIDZW = has drawn near; not just a 
second by second approach but an accomplished fact;  how has it?).  
 
Summary: 
1. One day the coming of the Lord will be physical, but until then we are to learn patience toward 

people. 
2. Our hearts are strengthened through love.  1 Thes 3:11-13  11 Now may our God and Father Himself 

and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; 12 and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love 
for one another, and for all people, just as we also do for you; 13 so that He may establish your hearts 
without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. 

3. The “coming of the Lord” is used often to refer to the Rapture and Second Advent.  Matt 
24:27,37,39; 1 Thes 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; 1 John 2:28 
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4. All Believers from the First Advent to the Second Advent have important instructions to fulfill-be 
patient. 

5. Some during that time will say He is not coming back.  2 Peter 3:3-7  Know this first of all, that in the 
last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, " Where is 
the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the 
beginning of creation." 5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the 
heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 through which the world 
at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 7 But by His word the present heavens and earth 
are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  

6. Jesus has already “drawn near” once.  2 Peter 1:16  For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when 
we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His 
majesty. 

7. He is still near and we know that when the “morning star” arises in our hearts which can happen 
during any time frame.  2 Peter 1:19  19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you 
do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star 
arises in your hearts. 

8. Jesus is the “morning star.”  Rev 22:16  16 " I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things 
for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star."   

 
James 5:9 = Apply the Royal Law 
 
Do not complain (M8 + Pres Imp STENADZW = a sigh; feelings of dissatisfaction that become verbal) 47th 
command), brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold (Aor Imp 
HORAW = 48th command), the Judge is standing right at the door.  
 
Summary: 
1. The exhortation is to not be like the world and complain.  Php 2:14 
2. Those who suffer injustice and oppression often lash out at those whom are closest and dearest 

to them and not directly involved. 
3. Undeserved suffering does not give us the right to violate the Royal Law. 
4. Complaining is an indication of failing to meet the first command given in this book.  James 1:2-4 
5. The Judge is indeed near and nothing goes unnoticed.  2 Peter 2:1-3  But false prophets also arose 

among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce 
destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon 
themselves. 2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 
3 and in their  greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and 
their destruction is not asleep. 

6. How we handle the pressure is our living letters.  2 Cor 3:3 
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James 5:10-11 
Examples of Patience 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 
5. Share with Concern (5:1-20) 

A. Share in Possessions (5:1-6) 
B. Share in Patience (5:7-12) 

1). Essence of Patience (5:7-9) 
2). Examples of Patience (5:10-11) 
 

James 5:10 = Patience and Prophets 
 
As an example (HUPODEIGMA = an example, model), brethren, of suffering (KAKOPATHIA = 1X; to suffer 
evil) and patience (MAKROTHUMIA = patience toward people), take (Aor Imp LAMBANW = 49th command; 
receive in the sense of consider) the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  
 
Summary: 
1. James ties this to the commands to be patient and not complain. 
2. He encourages us to take a close look at those who have suffered evil and had to learn patience 

toward people.  Heb 11:32-40 
3. The prophets were not superhuman and faced the same things that we face. 
4. Would it be worth a crown to endure this suffering and maintain a love for those who wronged 

you?  James 1:12 
 
James 5:11 = The Point 
 
Behold (Aor Imp HORAW = 50th command), we count (Pres Act Ind MAKARIDZW = 2x; Luke 1:48; to pronounce 
happy or blessed) those blessed who endured (d.a. + Aor Ptc HUPOMENW = live/abide under {suffering}; Aor 
Ptc is antecedent to “blessed.”). You have heard of the endurance (HUPOMEN8) of Job and have seen the 
outcome (TELOS = end, outcome) of the Lord's dealings (simply “of the Lord) that the Lord is (Pres Act Ind 
EIMI = keeps on being) full of compassion (POLUSPLAGCHOS = 1x; much compassion, moved on the inside) 
and is merciful (OIKTIRMOS = a response of compassion, mercy).  
 
Summary: 
1. It is Christian to view the accomplishment of others with thanksgiving. 
2. It is “human” to view it with envy. 
3. Job’s life became synonymous with patience toward circumstances and people. 
4. Yet his patience was not perfect, with circumstances, people or God. 
5. Job, God’s servant (Job 1:8) was “sifted like wheat” by Satan. 
6. Yet, God’s compassion saw the need and eventually removed the pain and suffering. 
7. Some things people mean for evil, God means for good.  Gen 50:20 
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James 5:12 
Evidence of Patience 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 
5. Share with Concern (5:1-20) 

A. Share in Possessions (5:1-6) 
B. Share in Patience (5:7-12) 

1). Essence of Patience (5:7-9) 
2). Examples of Patience (5:10-11) 
3). Evidence of Patience (5:12) 

 
James 5:12 = Function in Honor 
 
But above all (PRO = before, a priority), my brethren, do not swear (M8 + Pres Imp OMNUW = 51st command, 
stop swearing), either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but your yes is to be (Pres Imp EIMI = 
52nd command) yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment.  
 
Summary: 
1. James is dealing with something had become legalistic under the Mosaic Law and thus had 

become greatly abused. 
2. They had began to play word games to evade responsibility for the oaths they had taken.  Matt 

23:16-22 
3. This is an exhortation to avoid the phony displays of piety and let your honesty proceed from 

within via speech and actions.  Matt 5:34-37  34 "But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by 
heaven, for it is the throne of God,  35 or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, 
for it is THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING.  36 "Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot 
make one hair white or black.  37 "But let your statement be, 'Yes, yes' or 'No, no'; anything beyond these 
is of evil.  

4. This too is an application of the Royal Law. 
5. Broken oaths are often an example of a lack of patience and complaining about one’s 

circumstances or people. 
6. Christlike people are patient, don’t complain and keep their word. 
7. Failure to keep one’s word brings judgment from God and man. 
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James 5:13 
Sensitivity to Needs 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 
5. Share with Concern (5:1-20) 

A. Share in Possessions (5:1-6) 
B. Share in Patience (5:7-12) 
C. Share in Prayer (5:13-20) 

1). Sensitivity to Needs (5:13) 
 
James 5:13 = Pray and Sing 
 
Is anyone among you suffering (KAKOPATHEW = suffering evil)? Then he must pray (3S Pres Mid Imp 
PROSEUCHOMAI = 53rd command; let him pray; take before the face of God). Is anyone cheerful (Pres Act Ind 
EUTHUMEW = the inner attitude of good cheer; 2x; Acts 27:22)? He is to sing praises (3S Pres Act Imp 
PSALLW = 54th command; “psalm it”; sing praise).  
 
Summary: 
1. James is practical in that he spells out correct responses to given situations. 
2. If you are the recipient of evil, take it in front of God’s face.  (get them or forgive them?)  Rom 12:14  

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  
3. If you are the recipient of good, take it in front of God’s face through song. 
4. A function of the Royal Law is to have empathy with others.  Rom 12:15  Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  
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James 5:14-18 
Supplication for Needs 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 
5. Share with Concern (5:1-20) 

A. Share in Possessions (5:1-6) 
B. Share in Patience (5:7-12) 
C. Share in Prayer (5:13-20) 

1). Sensitivity to Needs (5:13) 
2). Supplication for Needs (5:14-18) 

 
James 5:14 = Need Help? 
 
Is anyone among you sick (Pres Ind ASTHENEW = without strength; spiritually and physically)? Then he must 
call (3S Aor Imp PROSKALEW = 55th command; call before the face of) for the elders of the church and they 
are to pray over him (3 pl Aor Mid Imp PROSEUCHOMAI = let them take before the face of), anointing him 
with oil (Aor Ptc ALEIPHW = having anointed + ELAIW = olive oil) in the name of the Lord;  
 
James 5:15 = The Restoration 
 
and the prayer (EUCH8 = 3x; Acts 18:18; 21:23; in these two passages it is translated as “vow” so it indicates a 
promise made to God by the person that is sick;  also a singular that indicates a single prayer) offered in faith (lit:  
“of the faith”) will restore (Fut Act Ind DWDZW = will deliver; a promise of God) the one who is sick, and the 
Lord will raise him up (Fut Act Ind EGEIRW = another promise), and if (3rd class condition) he has committed 
sins (a sin, not plural), they (it = the sin) will be forgiven him.  
 
James 5:16 = The Principle 
 
Therefore (OUN = conclusion from the previous verses), confess (Pres Mid Imp EXOMOLOGEW = 57th 
command; to confess outwardly, openly) your sins (d.a. + singular HAMARTIA = the sin; this refers to a sin 
committed against another person, such as in verse 9) to one another (ALL8LWN = of the same kind), and pray 
(Pres Mid Imp PROSEUCHOMAI = 58th command) for one another so that you (all) may be healed (Aor Pas 
Sub IAOMAI = potential for healing). The effective prayer (ENERGEW = operative + DE8SIS = petition) of a 
righteous man (DIKAIOS = one who thinks like the Lord) can accomplish much (Pres Ind ISCHUW = keeps on 
being strong/powerful).  
 
Summary: 
1. If someone is “without strength” they should call for the elders of the church. 
2. Sickness meaning to be “without strength” is often used to describe a spiritual problem.  Rom 

4:19  9 Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he 
was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah's womb; Rom 14:1-3 Now accept the one 
who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions. 2 One person has faith 
that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only.  

3. Those with spiritual problems must become humble enough to call for the mature people in the 
church to pray for them. 

4. They are to be like the Good Samaritan.  Luke 10:30-37 
5. Before the elders pray they are to anoint the sick person with oil indicating to provide what is 

needed. 
A. If it is physical, provide medical care. 
B. If spiritual, provide Scriptural care. 

6. The Elder’s prayer is to be taken before the “face of the Lord” meaning it is a prayer that seeks 
His will. 

7. The “sick” person’s prayer is not a formal vow but rather a prayer of submission to His will, since 
it is “of the faith,” as he was given instruction in the “anointing with oil.” 

8. The “oil” is a picture of the Holy Spirit, indicating that the prayers are to be spiritual prayers. 
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9. The first promise is a deliverance from spiritual problems in the form of a peace of mind. 
10. The second promise is one of restoration-spiritually. 
11. James’ conclusion is to openly admit a sin that has been committed toward the group. 
12. Then to take the situation before the face of the Lord. 
13. With that is the potential for healing.  (this is not a promise) 
14. Prayers from righteous people are powerful.   
15. The objective of the Elders is to be restoration.  Heb 12:12-13  12 Therefore, strengthen the hands 

that are weak and the knees that are feeble, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb 
which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.  

16. The reason is because the restoration has already been costly.  1 Peter 2:24-25  24 and He Himself 
bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His 
wounds you were healed. 25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to 
the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

 
James 5:17 = An Example 
 
Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain 
on the earth for three years and six months.  
 
James 5:18 = The Lord Hears 
 
Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit.  
 
Summary: 
1. The greatest believers in history were just sinners like you and I. 
2. There greatness was seen in their service to the Lord.  Matt 23:11 
3. Elijah prayed that his nation, under their evil leader, Ahab, would receive a wake up call.  1 Kings 

16:29-34 
4. He wanted it made clear to his nation that they had violated the Lord’s commands. 
5. Elijah even fell into fear after a great victory.  1 Kings 19 
6. When the nation began to recover Elijah prayed for restoration.  1 Kings 18:37ff 
7. Our objective should be restoration. 
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James 5:19-20 
Significance of Needs 

 
1. Stand with Confidence (1:1-27) 
2. Serve with Compassion (2:1-26) 
3. Speak with Care (3:1-18) 
4. Submit with Repentance (4:1-17) 
5. Share with Concern (5:1-20) 

A. Share in Possessions (5:1-6) 
B. Share in Patience (5:7-12) 
C. Share in Prayer (5:13-20) 

1). Sensitivity to Needs (5:13) 
2). Supplication for Needs (5:14-18) 
3). Significance of Needs (5:19-20) 

 
James 5:19 = Being a Brother 
 
My brethren, if (3rd class) any among you strays (Aor Pas Sub PLANAW = to wander or be seduced from the 
correct path) from the truth and one turns him back (Aor Sub EPISTREPHW = to turn back, a potential 
situation),  
 
James 5:20 = The Reward 
 
Let him know (Pres Imp GINWSKW = 59th command; have the knowledge) that he who turns a sinner from 
the error of his way (PLAN8 = wanderment, seduction + HODOS = path) will save his soul from death and 
will cover a multitude of sins. 
 
Summary: 
1. Believers may wander away or be seduced from the truth. 
2. Other believers are to initiate action to get him back. 
3. Those who take action have the joy of knowing that another person has been delivered from the 

evils of the world. 
4. If one really lived the Royal Law that would be one of the greatest accomplishments of this life. 
5. This person is not atoning for his own sins when turning another sinner from his ways, but rather 

helping mend rifts in the Body of Christ. 
6. What are some “errors” of going our own way? 
 


