
 
Ecclesiastes 

Lesson 1 
 

Ecclesiastes 
(A Search For Purpose) 

 
The Relation Of The Poetical Books To Each Other: 
 
 The Book of Job-Blessing Through Suffering. 
 The Psalms-Praise Through Prayer. 
 The Proverbs-Prudence Through Precept. 
 Ecclesiastes-Truth Through Vanity. 
 Song of Solomon-Bless Through Union. 
 
Author: 
 
There are two lines of evidence (external and internal) that point to Solomon as 
the author of Ecclesiastes. For the external evidence, the Jewish tradition 
attributes the book to Solomon. Internally, a number of lines of evidence show 
that Solomon was surely the author. First, the author identifies himself as “the 
son of David, king in Jerusalem” (1:1). Then, references in the book to the 
author’s unrivaled wisdom (1:16), extreme wealth (2:7), opportunities for pleasure 
(2:3), and extensive building activities (2:4-6) all suggest Solomon as the author. 
There is simply no other descendant of David who measured up to these 
descriptions.  
 
Date:   931 B.C. 
 
According to Jewish tradition, Solomon wrote the Song in his early years, 
expressing a young man’s love. He wrote the Proverbs in his mature years, 
manifesting a middle-aged man’s wisdom. He reportedly wrote Ecclesiastes in 
his declining years, revealing an old man’s sorrow (cf. 12:1). Perhaps 
Ecclesiastes is the record of Solomon’s regret for and repentance from his grave 
moral lapses recorded in 1 Kings 11. The Book of Ecclesiastes, then, would have 
been written just before Solomon’s death and subsequent division of his kingdom 
that occurred in 931 B.C. 
 
Title Of The Book: 
 
The name Ecclesiastes stems from the title given in the Greek translation, the 
Septuagint. Greek term, Ecclesiastes, means “assembly” and is derived from the 
word EKKLESIA, “assembly, church.” “The Hebrew title is QOHELETH, which 
means “one who convenes and speaks at an assembly,” or “an Ecclesiastes” or 
“preacher.”  
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Theme And Purpose: 
 
The basic theme is the futility of life apart from God. In the development of this 
theme, four key purposes emerge.  
 
First, in seeking to demonstrate that life without God has no meaning, Solomon 
is seeking to demolish confidence in man-based achievements and wisdom; he 
shows that all of man’s goals or the “way that seems right to man” must of 
necessity lead to dissatisfaction and emptiness.”  Solomon recorded the futility 
and emptiness of his own experiences to make his readers desperate for God. 
He sought to show that their quest for happiness cannot be fulfilled by man 
himself in the pursuits of this life. 
 
Second, Solomon affirms the fact that much in life cannot be fully understood, 
which means we must live by faith, not by sight.  Life is full of unexplained 
enigmas, unresolved anomalies, and uncorrected injustices. There is much in life 
that man cannot comprehend nor control, but by faith, we can rest in the 
sovereign wisdom and work of God. Much like the Book of Job, Ecclesiastes not 
only affirms that man is finite, but that he must learn to live with mystery.  Life 
down here on earth, “life under the sun,” cannot provide the key to life itself for our 
world fallen, bankrupt. In view of this, man must have more than a horizontal 
outlook; he must have the upward look to God, fearing and trusting Him. Enigmas 
and injustices must be left in His hands to resolve. 
 
Third, Ecclesiastes presents a realistic view of life that counterbalances the 
optimism of Proverbs. It shows there are exceptions to the laws and promises of 
proverbs, at least from the standpoint of this life. Proverbs 10:16 affirms that 
justice is meted to the righteous and the wicked, but Ecclesiastes 8:14 observes 
that this is not always the case, at least not in this life. Are these contradictions?  
No, because Proverbs is noting the general laws of God without noting the 
exceptions that occur because we live in a fallen, sin-ridden world. Ecclesiastes 
points out that while a righteous order exists, as affirmed in Proverbs, it is not 
always evident to man as he views life “under the sun” from his finite perspective. 
 
Fourth, Solomon showed that man, left to his own strategies will always find life 
empty, frustrating, and mysterious. The book, however, does not mean that life 
has no answers, that life is totally useless or meaningless. Meaning and signifi-
cance can be found, he explained, in fearing God.  Frustrations can thus be 
replaced with contentment through fellowship with God. 
 
Christ As Seen In Ecclesiastes: 
 
Since Christ alone is man’s means to God where man finds wholeness and 
satisfaction, or life and life more abundantly (John 10:10; 7:37-38), the futility and 
perplexity experienced in life can only be removed through a personal 
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relationship with the Lord Jesus. Man’s aspiration for significance and 
satisfaction are found only in the Savior. 
 

Outline: 
 
I.    Futility:  

A. The Problem Stated (1:1-2) 
B.   The Problem Demonstrated (1:3-2:26) 

1.   The Futility of the Cycles of Life (1:4-11) 
2.    The Futility of Human Wisdom (1:12-18) 
3.    The Futility of Pleasure and Wealth (2:1-11) 
4.    The Futility of Materialism (2:12-23) 
5.    Conclusion: Enjoy and Be Content with the Providences 

of God  (2:24-26) 
II.    God’s Immutable Plan for Life (3:1-22) 

A.   He Predetermines the Events of Life (3:1-11) 
B.   He Is The Judge (3:14-22)  

III.  The Futility of the Circumstances of Life (4:1-5:20) 
A.   Evil Oppression (4:1-3) 
B.   The Emptiness of Hard Work (4:4-12)  
C.   The Emptiness of Political Success (4:13-16) 
D.   The Emptiness of Human Religion (5:1-7) 
E.   The Emptiness of Human Riches (5:8-17) 
F.   Conclusion (5:18-20) 

IV.  The Futility of Life as a Whole (6:1-1) 
A.   Wealth And Children Cannot Satisfy (6:1-2) 
B.   Labor Cannot Satisfy (6:7-12)  

V.   Counsel for Living With Vanity (7:1-12:8) 
A.   Counsel in View of Man’s Wickedness (7:1-29) 
B.   Counsel in View of God’s Inscrutable Providences (8:1-9:18) 
C.   Counsel in View of the Uncertainties of Life (10:1-20) 
D.   Counsel in View of the Aging Processes of Life (11:1-12:8) 

VI.  Conclusion (12:9-14) 
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Ecclesiastes 1:1-18 
 
I.    Futility:  

A. The Problem Stated (1:1-2) 
 1. The Writer-Solomon. 

1 The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 
  2. The Premise. 
2 "Vanity of vanities," says the Preacher, "Vanity of vanities! All is vanity." 
 
I.    Futility:  

A. The Problem Stated (1:1-2) 
B.   The Problem Demonstrated (1:3-2:26) 

1.   The Futility of the Cycles of Life (1:4-11) 
 a. The Question. 

3 What advantage does man have in all his work Which he does under the 
sun? 

   b. Analysis Of The Earth. 
4 A generation goes and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever. 
   c. Analysis Of The Sun. 
5 Also, the sun rises and the sun sets; and hastening to its place it rises 

there again. 
   d. Analysis Of The Wind. 
6 Blowing toward the south, then turning toward the north, the wind 

continues swirling along; and on its circular courses the wind returns. 
   e. Analysis of the Rivers. 
7 All the rivers flow into the sea, yet the sea is not full. To the place where 

the rivers flow, there they flow again. 
   f. Analysis Of Sight And Hearing. 
8 All things are wearisome; Man is not able to tell it. The eye is not satisfied 

with seeing, nor is the ear filled with hearing. 
   g. Conclusion. 
9 That which has been is that which will be, and that which has been done is 

that which will be done. So, there is nothing new under the sun. 
   h. New Question And Answer. 
10 Is there anything of which one might say, "See this, it is new"? Already it 

has existed for ages which were before us. 
   i. New Conclusion. 
11 There is no remembrance of earlier things; and also of the later things 

which will occur, there will be for them no remembrance among those who 
will come later still. 

 
I.    Futility:  

A. The Problem Stated (1:1-2) 
B.   The Problem Demonstrated (1:3-2:26) 

1.   The Futility of the Cycles of Life (1:4-11) 
2.    The Futility of Human Wisdom (1:12-18) 



Ecclesiastes 5

   a. Human Wisdom’s Quest.  1:12-15 
    1). Solomon’s Position. 
12 I, the Preacher, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 
    2). Solomon’s First Quest. 
13 And I set my mind to seek and explore by wisdom concerning all that has 

been done under heaven. It is a grievous task which God has given to the 
sons of men to be afflicted with.  (had God given this?) 

    3). Solomon’s Conclusion. 
14 I have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and 

behold, all is vanity and striving after wind. 
    4). Solomon’s Proof. 
15 What is crooked cannot be straightened, and what is lacking cannot be 

counted. 
   b. Human Wisdom And Knowledge Lack.  1:16-18 
    1). Solomon’s Experience. 
16 I (the Preacher) said to myself, "Behold, I have magnified and increased 

wisdom more than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind 
has observed a wealth of wisdom and knowledge." 

    2). Solomon’s Second Quest. 
17 And I set my mind to know wisdom and to know madness and folly; I 

realized that this also is striving after wind. 
    3). Solomon’s Grief And Pain. 
18 Because in much wisdom there is much grief, and increasing knowledge 

results in increasing pain. 
 

Ecclesiastes 2:1-26 
 
I.    Futility:  

A. The Problem Stated (1:1-2) 
B.   The Problem Demonstrated (1:3-2:26) 

1.   The Futility of the Cycles of Life (1:4-11) 
2.    The Futility of Human Wisdom (1:12-18) 
3.    The Futility of Pleasure and Wealth (2:1-11) 

   a. Fortune And Pleasure Lack.  2:1-8 
    1). The Test And Results. 
1 I (the Preacher) said to myself, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure. 

So enjoy yourself." And behold, it too was futility. 
    2). Evaluation Of Laughter And Pleasure. 
2 I said of laughter, "It is madness," and of pleasure, "What does it 

accomplish?" 
    3). The Plan And Reason. 
3 I explored with my mind how to stimulate my body with wine while my 

mind was guiding me wisely, and how to take hold of folly, until I could see 
what good there is for the sons of men to do under heaven the few years 
of their lives. 

    4). Works, Houses, Vineyards. 
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4 I enlarged my works: I built houses for myself, I planted vineyards for 
myself; 

    5). Gardens, Parks And Fruit Trees. 
5 I made gardens and parks for myself, and I planted in them all kinds of 

fruit trees; 
 
    6). Irrigation Projects. 
6 I made ponds of water for myself from which to irrigate a forest of growing 

trees. 
    7). Slaves And Flocks. 
7 I bought male and female slaves, and I had homeborn slaves. Also I 

possessed flocks and herds larger than all who preceded me in 
Jerusalem. 

    8). Treasures, Entertainers And Sex. 
8 Also, I collected for myself silver and gold, and the treasure of kings and 

provinces. I provided for myself male and female singers and the 
pleasures of men-- many concubines. 

   b. Fame And Power Lack.  2:9-11 
    1). Number One. 
9 Then I became great and increased more than all who preceded me in 

Jerusalem. My wisdom also stood by me. 
    2). Satisfaction Was The Reward. 
10 And all that my eyes desired I did not refuse them. I did not withhold my 

heart from any pleasure, for my heart was pleased because of all my labor 
and this was my reward for all my labor. 

    3). The Conclusion. 
11 Thus I considered all my activities which my hands had done and the labor 

which I had exerted, and behold all was vanity and striving after wind and 
there was no profit under the sun. 

 
I.    Futility:  

A. The Problem Stated (1:1-2) 
B.   The Problem Demonstrated (1:3-2:26) 

1.   The Futility of the Cycles of Life (1:4-11) 
2.    The Futility of Human Wisdom (1:12-18) 
3.    The Futility of Pleasure and Wealth (2:1-11) 
4.    The Futility of Materialism (2:12-23) 

   a. All Humanity’s End The Same.  2:12-17 
    1). The Next Project. 
12 So I turned to consider wisdom, madness and folly, for what will the man 

do who will come after the king except what has already been done? 
    2). The Conclusion. 
13 And I saw that wisdom excels folly as light excels darkness. 
    3). The Problem. 
14 The wise man's eyes are in his head, but the fool walks in darkness. And 

yet I know that one fate befalls them both. 
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    4). The Realization. 
15 Then I said to myself, "As is the fate of the fool, it will also befall me. Why 

then have I been extremely wise?" So I said to myself, "This too is vanity." 
    5). Why Bother? 
16 For there is no lasting remembrance of the wise man as with the fool, 

inasmuch as in the coming days all will be forgotten. And how the wise 
man and the fool alike die! 

    6). The Psychological Result About Life. 
17 So I hated life, for the work which had been done under the sun was 

grievous to me; because everything is futility and striving after wind. 
   b. Why Love Life?  2:18-23 
    1). The Psychological Result About Work. 
18 Thus I hated all the fruit of my labor for which I had labored under the sun, 

for I must leave it to the man who will come after me. 
    2). The Psychological Result-Fear. 
19 And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have 

control over all the fruit of my labor for which I have labored by acting 
wisely under the sun. This too is vanity. 

    3). The Psychological Result-Despair. 
20 Therefore I completely despaired of all the fruit of my labor for which I had 

labored under the sun. 
    4). The Human Analysis. 
21 When there is a man who has labored with wisdom, knowledge and skill, 

then he gives his legacy to one who has not labored with them. This too is 
vanity and a great evil. 

    5). The Question. 
22 For what does a man get in all his labor and in his striving with which he 

labors under the sun? 
    6). The Psychological Result-Pain. 
23 Because all his days his task is painful and grievous; even at night his 

mind does not rest. This too is vanity. 
 
I.    Futility:  

A. The Problem Stated (1:1-2) 
B.   The Problem Demonstrated (1:3-2:26) 

1.   The Futility of the Cycles of Life (1:4-11) 
2.    The Futility of Human Wisdom (1:12-18) 
3.    The Futility of Pleasure and Wealth (2:1-11) 
4.    The Futility of Materialism (2:12-23) 
5.    Conclusion: Enjoy and Be Content with the Providences 

of God  (2:24-26) 
   a. Solomon’s Conclusion. 
24 There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and tell himself that 

his labor is good. This also I have seen, that it is from the hand of God. 
   b. The Question. 
25 For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without Him? 
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   c. Solomon’s Analysis And Conclusion. 
26 For to a person who is good in His sight He has given wisdom and 

knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He has given the task of gathering 
and collecting so that he may give to one who is good in God's sight. This 
too is vanity and striving after wind. 
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Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 2 

 
Ecclesiastes 3-4 

 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-22 

 
I.    Futility:  
II.    God’s Immutable Plan for Life (3:1-22) 

A.   He Predetermines the Events of Life (3:1-11) 
  1. God’s Appointed Times.  3:1-8 
1 There is an appointed time (ZeMAN = 4x; an appointed time) for 

everything. And there is a time for every event under heaven-- 
2 A time to give birth, and a time to die;  (volition not an issue here) 

a time to plant, and a time to uproot what is planted. 
3 A time to kill, and a time to heal;  

a time to tear down (PARATZ = break down), and a time to build up. 
4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh;  

a time to mourn, and a time to dance. 
5 A time to throw stones, and a time to gather stones;  

a time to embrace, and a time to shun embracing. 
6 A time to search, and a time to give up as lost;  

a time to keep, and a time to throw away. 
7 A time to tear apart, and a time to sew together;  

a time to be silent, and a time to speak. 
8 A time to love, and a time to hate;  

a time for war, and a time for peace. 
1. There is an appointed time for “everything” so this list is 

representative and not exhaustive. 
2. This appointed time becomes an appropriate time for various 

actions. 
3. The list is a list of opposites designed to show us the 

importance of timing. 
4. Only in 2a is man’s volition not involved. 
5. So we have issues of wisdom involved in knowing the time 

that each of these activities is appropriate. 
6. Jesus was concerned about the Jews lack of wisdom in these 

areas.  Matt 11:16-17 
  
  2. Eternity In The Hearts Of Men.  3:9-11 
9 What profit (word used only in Eccl. YITHRON = left over, profit) is 

there to the worker from that in which he toils?  (cf 2:11; His conclusion 
was that there was no profit) 

10 I have seen the task (‘INYAN = occupation or task; only in Eccl) which 
God has given the sons of men with which to occupy themselves. 
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11 He has made everything appropriate (YAPEH = appropriate, beautiful) in 
its time. He has also set eternity in their (sons of men) heart, yet so that 
man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning 
even to the end.   
1. There is not enough “profit” to take with you. 
2. God has given us the task of exploring Him. 
3. This is done in part by doing everything at the appropriate 

time and thus seeing its beauty in God’s plan. 
4. We do not have enough time in this life to fully explore God so 

He set eternity in the hearts of man so they would have the 
time. 

5. Man has a quest to know the entirety of any given subject, 
including God. 

 
II.    God’s Immutable Plan for Life (3:1-22) 

A.   He Predetermines the Events of Life (3:1-11) 
B.   He Is The Judge (3:14-22)  

  1. Humanism And Faith.  3:12-15 
12 I know that there is nothing better for them (sons of men) than to rejoice 

and to do good in one's lifetime; 
13 moreover, that every man who eats and drinks sees good in all his labor-- 

it is the gift of God. 
14 I know that everything God does will remain forever; there is nothing to 

add to it and there is nothing to take from it, for God has so worked that 
men should fear Him. 

15 That which is has been already, and that which will be has already been, 
for God seeks what has passed by. 
1. For the humanist who has denied an eternal state, all they will 

ever encounter is found in this world. 
2. They will even see good in their labors which Solomon calls a 

gift from God. 
3. They will not attribute the “good” to God since they have 

assumed His role. 
4. We can plan for eternity, while the unbelieving humanist 

cannot.  Matt 6:20; 1 Cor 3:10-15 
4. Faith believes that God is the eternal builder and that His 

works are complete and thus awe-inspiring. 
5. History will repeat itself, with God giving generations the 

opportunity to pass similar tests. 
 

  2. The Problems With Judgment.  3:16-22 
16 Furthermore, I have seen under the sun that in the place of justice there is 

wickedness, and in the place of righteousness there is wickedness. 
17 I said to myself, "God will judge both the righteous man and the wicked 

man," for a time for every matter and for every deed is there. 



Ecclesiastes 11

18 I said to myself concerning the sons of men, "God has surely tested them 
in order for them to see that they are but beasts." 

19 For the fate of the sons of men and the fate of beasts is the same. As one 
dies so dies the other; indeed, they all have the same breath and there is 
no advantage for man over beast, for all is vanity. 

20 All go to the same place. All came from the dust and all return to the dust. 
21 Who knows that (“if” is a better translation) the breath of man ascends 

upward and the breath of the beast descends downward to the earth? 
22 And I have seen that nothing is better than that man should be happy in 

his activities, for that is his lot. For who will bring him to see what will occur 
after him? 
1. One of the greatest problems in understanding the total plan 

of God concerns the issues of judgment and reward. 
2. By faith, we believe that all will be taken care of at its 

appropriate time. 
 3. All sensible people realize that death will one day happen. 

4. Those who believe there is nothing past this life must view 
themselves as no better than an animal. 

 5. So the issue of happiness in this life is of utmost importance. 
 

Ecclesiastes 4:1-16 
 
I.    Futility:  
II.    God’s Immutable Plan for Life (3:1-22) 
III.  The Futility of the Circumstances of Life (4:1-5:20) 

A.   Evil Oppression (4:1-3) 
1 Then I looked again at all the acts of oppression (‘aSHUQIYM = 4x; 

encompasses deceit, fraud, violence and extortion) which were being 
done under the sun. And behold I saw the tears of the oppressed and that 
they had no one to comfort them; and on the side of their oppressors was 
power, but they had no one to comfort them (the powerful oppressors). 

2 So I congratulated the dead who are already dead more than the living 
who are still living. 

3 But better off than both of them is the one who has never existed, who has 
never seen the evil activity that is done under the sun. 
1. There are evil people in the world who oppress without 

redress of their activities. 
2. But those evil people will one day be paid back.  Matt 18:1-9 
3. As there was no one to comfort the oppressed, there will be no 

one to comfort the powerful. 
4. For the humanist, it is better to be dead or never have existed 

than to face the evils of the world today. 
 

III.  The Futility of the Circumstances of Life (4:1-5:20) 
A.   Evil Oppression (4:1-3) 
B.   The Emptiness of Hard Work (4:4-12) 
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 1. Competition In Hard Work.  4:4-6  
4 And I have seen that every labor and every skill which is done is the result 

of rivalry between a man and his neighbor. This too is vanity and striving 
after wind. 

5 The fool folds his hands and consumes his own flesh. 
6 One hand full of rest is better than two fists full of labor and striving after 

wind. 
1. For the humanist, hard work is often simply a quest for 

superiority and power over others. 
 2. But for the fool, there is no hard work. 

3. Thus, there is a healthy desire to accomplish various tasks 
that should be a result of balance. 

 
  2. Selfish Greed.  4:7-8 
7 Then I looked again at vanity under the sun. 
8 There was a certain man without a dependent, having neither a son nor a 

brother, yet there was no end to all his labor. Indeed, his eyes were not 
satisfied with riches and he never asked, "And for whom am I laboring and 
depriving myself of pleasure?" This too is vanity and it is a grievous task. 
1. This person finds the accumulation of wealth to be the most 

pleasurable part of life. 
 2. There is not even a good human reason for this activity. 
 
  3. Cooperation With Others.  4:9-12 
9 Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. 
10 For if either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the 

one who falls when there is not another to lift him up. 
11 Furthermore, if two lie down together they keep warm, but how can one be 

warm alone? 
12 And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of 

three strands is not quickly torn apart. 
1. Solomon points out that common sense would tell you that 

working as a team is better than working alone. 
2. Teams can support each other, enhance the weak spots, 

encourage one another and better defend against enemies. 
 
III.  The Futility of the Circumstances of Life (4:1-5:20) 

A.   Evil Oppression (4:1-3) 
B.   The Emptiness of Hard Work (4:4-12)  
C.   The Emptiness of Political Success (4:13-16) 

13 A poor, yet wise lad is better than an old and foolish king who no longer 
knows how to receive instruction. 

14 For he has come out of prison to become king, even though he was born 
poor in his kingdom. 

15 I have seen all the living under the sun throng to the side of the second lad 
who replaces him. 
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16 There is no end to all the people, to all who were before them, and even 
the ones who will come later will not be happy with him, for this too is 
vanity and striving after wind. 
1. Solomon realizes those in powerful positions must continue to 

learn and thus grow. 
2. So one who holds the world’s most powerful position must 

realize that it is fleeting. 
3. He can be easily replaced from the least likely of places. 
4. Power alone will not satisfy the cravings of man and most 

often brings only frustration. 
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Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 3 

 
Ecclesiastes 5-7 

 
Ecclesiastes 5:1-20 

 
III.  The Futility of the Circumstances of Life (4:1-5:20) 

A.   Evil Oppression (4:1-3) 
B.   The Emptiness of Hard Work (4:4-12)  
C.   The Emptiness of Political Success (4:13-16) 
D.   The Emptiness of Human Religion (5:1-7) 

  1. Be On Guard.  5:1-3 
1 Guard your steps as you go to the house of God, and draw near to listen 

rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools; for they (fools) do not know they 
are doing evil. 

2 Do not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the 
presence of God. For God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore 
let your words be few. 

3 For the dream comes through much effort, and the voice of a fool through 
many words. 

 
  2. Listen Well.  5:4-7 
4 When you make a vow to God, do not be late in paying it, for He takes no 

delight in fools. Pay what you vow! 
5 It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. 
6 Do not let your speech cause you to sin and do not say in the presence of 

the messenger of God that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry on 
account of your voice and destroy the work of your hands? 

7 For in many dreams and in many words there is emptiness. Rather, fear 
God. 

 
III.  The Futility of the Circumstances of Life (4:1-5:20) 

A.   Evil Oppression (4:1-3) 
B.   The Emptiness of Hard Work (4:4-12)  
C.   The Emptiness of Political Success (4:13-16) 
D.   The Emptiness of Human Religion (5:1-7) 
E.   The Emptiness of Human Riches (5:8-17) 

  1. Power And Advantage.  5:8-9 
8 If you see oppression of the poor and denial of justice and righteousness 

in the province, do not be shocked at the sight, for one official watches 
over another official, and there are higher officials over them. 

9 After all, a king who cultivates the field is an advantage to the land. 
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1. Do not be shocked when you see a power struggle between 
various officials. 

2. Those who are motivated by power are constantly looking for 
ways to advance. 

3. But the balance point is that power is not evil, because in the 
hand of a good and wise king, the land will benefit. 

 
  2. Money Will Not Satisfy.  5:10-12 
10 He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves 

abundance with its income. This too is vanity. 
11 When good things increase, those who consume them increase. So what 

is the advantage to their owners except to look on? 
12 The sleep of the working man is pleasant, whether he eats little or much. 

But the full stomach of the rich man does not allow him to sleep. 
 1. The love of money will not satisfy.  1 Tim 6:10 

2. The more that is made, the more is consumed, so what profit 
is there to those who love money? 

3. A man with sufficiency who works hard will get more rest than 
the one who never has enough. 

 
  3. The Miser And His Loss.  5:13-17 
13 There is a grievous evil which I have seen under the sun: riches being 

hoarded (SHAMAR = word used in 5:1, translated “guard”) by their 
owner to his hurt. 

14 When those riches were lost through a bad investment and he had 
fathered a son, then there was nothing to support him. 

15 As he had come naked from his mother's womb, so will he return as he 
came. He will take nothing from the fruit of his labor that he can carry in 
his hand. 

16 And this also is a grievous evil-- exactly as a man is born, thus will he die. 
So, what is the advantage to him who toils for the wind? 

17 Throughout his life he also eats in darkness with great vexation, sickness 
and anger. 
1. Some people “guard their steps” while others “guard their 

money.” 
2. It indicates a difference of focus, either on the things of God or 

the things of this world. 
3. The miser may lose his wealth and then he has no inheritance 

for his son. 
4. If his only hope is in this life, for what purpose has he lived? 
 

III.  The Futility of the Circumstances of Life (4:1-5:20) 
A.   Evil Oppression (4:1-3) 
B.   The Emptiness of Hard Work (4:4-12)  
C.   The Emptiness of Political Success (4:13-16) 
D.   The Emptiness of Human Religion (5:1-7) 
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E.   The Emptiness of Human Riches (5:8-17) 
F.   Conclusion (5:18-20) 

18 Here is what I have seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy 
oneself in all one's labor in which he toils under the sun during the few 
years of his life which God has given him; for this is his reward. 

19 Furthermore, as for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, 
He has also empowered him to eat from them and to receive his reward 
and rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God. 

20 For he will not often consider the years of his life, because God keeps him 
occupied with the gladness of his heart. 
1. If one’s only hope is in this life, then they will have their 

reward in full.  Matt 6:1-5 
 2. Solomon’s conclusions are to enjoy what God has given you. 

3. One must constantly keep in mind though the vast difference 
between the created and the Creator.  Rom 1  

 
Ecclesiastes 6:1-12 

 
I.    Futility:  
II.    God’s Immutable Plan for Life (3:1-22) 
III.  The Futility of the Circumstances of Life (4:1-5:20) 
IV.  The Futility of Life as a Whole (6:1-1) 

A.   Wealth And Children Cannot Satisfy (6:1-2) 
1 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun and it is prevalent among 

men-- 
2 a man to whom God has given riches and wealth and honor so that his 

soul lacks nothing of all that he desires, but God has not empowered him 
to eat from them, for a foreigner enjoys them. This is vanity and a severe 
affliction. 

3 If a man fathers a hundred children and lives many years, however many 
they be, but his soul is not satisfied with good things, and he does not 
even have a proper burial, then I say, "Better the miscarriage than he, 

4 for it comes in futility and goes into obscurity; and its name is covered in 
obscurity. 

5 "It never sees the sun and it never knows anything; it is better off than he. 
6 "Even if the other man lives a thousand years twice and does not enjoy 

good things-- do not all go to one place?" 
1. Solomon is describing a man who has been thoroughly 

blessed by God who has no satisfaction in his blessings. 
2. To add to his despair, those who are blessed by association 

with him are enjoying God’s blessings. 
3. Old age and children have been viewed by most cultures as 

being of the highest blessings one could receive. 
4. Solomon teaches that one who is not content receives no real 

joy even from these. 
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5. From a human perspective it would have been better to not 
have been born, if one lacks contentment, because all will die. 

 
IV.  The Futility of Life as a Whole (6:1-1) 

A.   Wealth And Children Cannot Satisfy (6:1-2) 
B.   Labor Cannot Satisfy (6:7-12) 
  1. Needs Filled, Desires Not.  6:7-9 

7 All a man's labor is for his mouth and yet the appetite is not satisfied. 
8 For what advantage does the wise man have over the fool? What 

advantage does the poor man have, knowing how to walk before the 
living? 

9 What the eyes see is better than what the soul desires. This too is futility 
and a striving after wind. 
1. While we may work to eat and have plenty, our “appetites” 

may never be satisfied. 
 2. This applies to both the wise man and the fool. 
 3. Both have to come to terms with life. 

4. Contentment with what one sees is far better than grasping for 
the wind of the desires of the soul. 

 
  2. What Is New Under The Sun?  6:10-12 
10 Whatever exists has already been named, and it is known what man is; for 

he (man) cannot dispute with him (Him) who is stronger than he is. 
11 For there are many words which increase futility. What then is the 

advantage to a man? 
12 For who knows what is good for a man during his lifetime, during the few 

years of his futile life? He will spend them like a shadow. For who can tell 
a man what will be after him under the sun? 

 1. This is similar to 1:9 and 3:15. 
 2. Solomon, like Job, says that a man cannot content with God. 
  Job 9:32; 40:2 

3. Seeking to fully describe Him even with a great vocabulary is 
grasping for wind. 

 4. We are but a vapor passing through time.  James 4:14 
5. Without God in the picture, the answers to the questions are 

“no one” which leads to greater despair. 
 

Ecclesiastes 7:1-29 
 
I.    Futility:  
II.    God’s Immutable Plan for Life (3:1-22) 
III.  The Futility of the Circumstances of Life (4:1-5:20) 
IV.  The Futility of Life as a Whole (6:1-1) 
V.   Counsel for Living With Vanity (7:1-12:8) 

A.   Counsel in View of Man’s Wickedness (7:1-29) 
 1. Some Proverbs.  7:1-14 



Ecclesiastes 18

1 A good name is better than a good ointment,  
And the day of one's death is better than the day of one's birth. 

2 It is better to go to a house of mourning  
Than to go to a house of feasting,  
Because that is the end of every man,  
And the living takes it to heart. 

3 Sorrow is better than laughter,  
For when a face is sad a heart may be happy. 

4 The mind of the wise is in the house of mourning,  
While the mind of fools is in the house of pleasure. 

5 It is better to listen to the rebuke of a wise man  
Than for one to listen to the song of fools. 

6 For as the crackling of thorn bushes under a pot,  
So is the laughter of the fool,  
And this too is futility. 

7 For oppression makes a wise man mad,  
And a bribe corrupts the heart. 

8 The end of a matter is better than its beginning;  
Patience of spirit is better than haughtiness of spirit. 

9 Do not be eager in your heart to be angry,  
For anger resides in the bosom of fools. 

10 Do not say, "Why is it that the former days were better than these?"  
For it is not from wisdom that you ask about this. 

11 Wisdom along with an inheritance is good  
And an advantage to those who see the sun. 

12 For wisdom is protection just as money is protection.  
But the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the lives of its 
possessors. 

13 Consider the work of God,  
For who is able to straighten what He has bent? 

14 In the day of prosperity be happy,  
But in the day of adversity consider— 
God has made the one as well as the other  
So that man may not discover anything that will be after him. 

 1. These proverbs are a test of a godly or a human perspective. 
 2. They are designed to make us think and ask questions. 
  
  2. Some Practical Applications.  7:15-18 
15 I have seen everything during my lifetime of futility; there is a righteous 

man who perishes in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man who 
prolongs his life in his wickedness. 

16 Do not be excessively righteous, and do not be overly wise. Why should 
you ruin yourself? 

17 Do not be excessively wicked, and do not be a fool. Why should you die 
before your time? 
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18 It is good that you grasp one thing, and also not let go of the other; for the 
one who fears God comes forth with both of them. 

 1. Some things we just can’t understand. 
 2. We should seek a balance in life. 

3. We should also realize that our options at times are not just 
either-or, but maybe both or neither. 

 
  3. Live In Grace.  7:19-22 
19 Wisdom strengthens a wise man more than ten rulers who are in a city. 
20 Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good 

and who never sins. 
21 Also, do not take seriously all words which are spoken, lest you hear your 

servant cursing you. 
22 For you also have realized that you likewise have many times cursed 

others. 
 
  4. Be Truly Wise.  7:23-26 
23 I tested all this with wisdom, and I said, "I will be wise," but it was far from 

me. 
24 What has been is remote and exceedingly mysterious. Who can discover 

it? 
25 I directed my mind to know, to investigate, and to seek wisdom and an 

explanation, and to know the evil of folly and the foolishness of madness. 
26 And I discovered more bitter than death the woman whose heart is snares 

and nets, whose hands are chains. One who is pleasing to God will 
escape from her, but the sinner will be captured by her. 

 
  5. Realize We Are Flawed.  7:27-29 
27 "Behold, I have discovered this," says the Preacher, "adding one thing to 

another to find an explanation, 
28 which I am still seeking (the explanation) but have not found. I have 

found one man among a thousand, but I have not found a woman among 
all these. 

29 "Behold, I have found only this, that God made men upright, but they have 
sought out many devices." 
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Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 4 

 
Ecclesiastes 8-9 

 
Ecclesiastes 8:1-17 

 
I.    Futility:  
II.    God’s Immutable Plan for Life (3:1-22) 
III.  The Futility of the Circumstances of Life (4:1-5:20) 
IV.  The Futility of Life as a Whole (6:1-1) 
V.   Counsel for Living With Vanity (7:1-12:8) 

A.   Counsel in View of Man’s Wickedness (7:1-29) 
B.   Counsel in View of God’s Inscrutable Providences (8:1-9:18) 

  1. Wisdom Is Good.  8:1 
1 Who is like the wise man and who knows the interpretation of a matter? A 

man's wisdom illumines him and causes his stern face to beam. 
1. While the last chapter ended on a pessimistic note, this one 

begins on a positive one. 
2. A truly wise person will leave behind their cynicism and move 

on to the good things.  
 

  2. Obey The King-Illustration Of Pleasing God.  8:2-4 
2 I say, "Keep the command of the king because of the oath before God 

(you who swore allegiance to the king). 
3 "Do not be in a hurry to leave him (the king). Do not join in an evil matter, 

for he (the king) will do whatever he pleases." 
4 Since the word of the king is authoritative, who will say to him, "What are 

you doing?" 
1. We should obey the king’s commands with the first and 

foremost king being the Lord Himself. 
2. Solomon encourages those who might be quickly swept away 

by an evil plan to slow down. 
 3. The king is not accountable to you for what he does. 
 
  3. Reasons To Obey The King.  8:5-9 
5 He who keeps a royal command experiences no trouble, for a wise heart 

knows the proper time and procedure. 
6 For there is a proper time and procedure for every delight, when a man's 

trouble is heavy upon him. 
7 If no one knows what will happen, who can tell him when it will happen? 
8 No man has authority to restrain the wind with the wind, or authority over 

the day of death; and there is no discharge in the time of war, and evil will 
not deliver those who practice it. 
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9 All this I have seen and applied my mind to every deed that has been 
done under the sun wherein a man has exercised authority over another 
man to his hurt. 

 1. Wisdom not only includes obedience but protocol. 
2. While there is an appropriate time and procedure, there is also 

a walk of faith, in that you may not know what the king has 
planned. 

3. There are limits to authority: 
 A. In the natural realm.  (The wind) 
 B. In the physical realm.  (day of death) 
 C. In the structural realm.  (no discharge) 
 D. In the political realm.  (evil will not deliver) 
4. Solomon has sought to understand abuses of authority. 
 

  4. One Should Fear God.  8:10-13 
10 So then, I have seen the wicked buried, those who used to go in and out 

from the holy place, and they are soon forgotten in the city where they did 
thus. This too is futility. 

11 Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, 
therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do 
evil. 

12 Although a sinner does evil a hundred times and may lengthen his life, still 
I know that it will be well for those who fear God, who fear Him openly. 

13 But it will not be well for the evil man and he will not lengthen his days like 
a shadow (i.e. as it gets longer later in the day), because he does not 
fear God. 
1. There are those who were religiously observant of the forms of 

the law, but were wicked in their hearts, and left no lasting 
legacy. 

2. Some will believe that because the wicked endure and even 
prosper, it is the proper way of life. 

3. There will be no good though going on in their soul because 
they have no respect for God. 

 
  5. When God Doesn’t Make Sense.  8:14-15 
14 There is futility which is done on the earth, that is, there are righteous 

men to whom it (futility) happens according to the deeds of the wicked. 
On the other hand, there are evil men to whom it (futility) happens 
according to the deeds of the righteous. I say that this too is futility. 

15 So I commended pleasure, for there is nothing good for a man under the 
sun except to eat and to drink and to be merry, and this will stand by him 
in his toils throughout the days of his life which God has given him under 
the sun. 
1. There is a frustration in the wise man when evil and good do 

not receive the appropriate justice. 
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2. If this frustration is left unchecked, it leads to the thought 
process that the only thing that matters is our own personal 
pleasure. 

 3. One day though all will be judged.  Mal 3:13-4:3 
 
  6. Man Cannot Discover It All.  8:16-17 
16 When I gave my heart to know wisdom and to see the task which has 

been done on the earth (even though one should never sleep day or 
night), 

17 and I saw every work of God, I concluded that man cannot discover the 
work which has been done under the sun. Even though man should seek 
laboriously, he will not discover; and though the wise man should say, "I 
know," he cannot discover. 
1. No person can fully analyze and assimilate all that God has 

done on the earth. 
 2. If that is one objective, then life is frustrating. 
 3. It is a matter of having the wrong goals. 
 

Ecclesiastes 9:1-18 
 
  7. Solomon’s Explanation.  9:1 
1 For I have taken all this to my heart and explain it that righteous men, wise 

men, and their deeds are in the hand of God. Man does not know whether 
it will be love or hatred; anything awaits him. 
1. When the righteous and/or wise do their deeds, the effects are 

in the hand of God.  1 Cor 12:4-6 
 2. Some people will love them and some will hate them. 

3. One cannot use good and bad things that come into one’s life 
as a criteria of God’s love. 

 
  8. All Face Death.  9:2-6 
2 It is the same for all. There is one fate for the righteous and for the wicked; 

for the good, for the clean, and for the unclean; for the man who offers a 
sacrifice and for the one who does not sacrifice. As the good man is, so is 
the sinner; as the swearer is, so is the one who is afraid to swear. 

3 This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that there is one fate for all 
men. Furthermore, the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil, and 
insanity is in their hearts throughout their lives. Afterwards they go to the 
dead. 

4 For whoever is joined with all the living, there is hope; surely a live dog is 
better than a dead lion. 

5 For the living know they will die; but the dead do not know anything, nor 
have they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten. 

6 Indeed their love, their hate, and their zeal have already perished, and 
they will no longer have a share in all that is done under the sun. 
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1. Without God, it doesn’t make any difference what we do in this 
life. 

 2. All face the same end. 
 3. As long as we have life, hope is possible. 

4. But without a belief in God, death is the end of existence and 
what we do here doesn’t make any difference. 

 
  9. Enjoy Life.  9:7-9 
7 Go then, eat your bread in happiness, and drink your wine with a cheerful 

heart; for God has already approved your works. 
8 Let your clothes be white all the time, and let not oil be lacking on your 

head. 
9 Enjoy life with the woman whom you love all the days of your fleeting life 

which He has given to you under the sun; for this is your reward in life, 
and in your toil in which you have labored under the sun. 

 1. Without God, try to make the best of it. 
 2. With God, life can be the best. 
 
  10. Enjoy Life Mightily.  9:10 
10 Whatever your hand finds to do, verily, do it with all your might; for there is 

no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol where you are 
going. 

 
  11. Don’t Think You Have It All Figured Out.  9:11-12 
11 I again saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift, and the battle is 

not to the warriors, and neither is bread to the wise, nor wealth to the 
discerning, nor favor to men of ability; for time and chance overtake them 
all. 

12 Moreover, man does not know his time: like fish caught in a treacherous 
net, and birds trapped in a snare, so the sons of men are ensnared at an 
evil time when it suddenly falls on them. 

 1. Some things just don’t add up by human standards. 
 2. We live then in uncertainty. 
 
  12. True And Good Wisdom.  9:13-18 
13 Also this I came to see as wisdom under the sun, and it impressed me. 
14 There was a small city with few men in it and a great king came to it, 

surrounded it, and constructed large siegeworks against it. 
15 But there was found in it a poor wise man and he delivered the city by his 

wisdom. Yet no one remembered that poor man. 
16 So I said, "Wisdom is better than strength." But the wisdom of the poor 

man is despised and his words are not heeded. 
17 The words of the wise heard in quietness are better than the shouting of a 

ruler among fools. 
18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one sinner destroys much 

good. 
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 1. Heroes are often quickly forgotten. 
 2. Their deeds are more easily remembered. 

3. The wisdom that led to deliverance in the past is often not 
considered in the present. 

 4. Wisdom is far greater than power in the hands of a fool. 
 5. A lack of wisdom though can destroy a lot of good.  (Solomon) 
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Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 5 

 
Ecclesiastes 10-12 

 
Ecclesiastes 10:1-20 

 
I. Futility.  1:1-2:26 
II. God’s Immutable Plan for Life (3:1-22) 
III. The Futility of the Circumstances of Life (4:1-5:20) 
IV. The Futility of Life as a Whole.  (6:1-12) 
V. Counsel for Living with Vanity.  (7:1-12:8) 
 A. Counsel in View of man’s wickedness.  (7:1-29) 
 B. Counsel in View of God’s Inscrutable Providences.  (8:1-9:18) 
 C. Counsel in View of the Uncertainties of Life.  (10:1-20) 
  1. Values. 10:1-4 
1 Dead flies make a perfumer's oil stink, so a little foolishness is weightier 

than wisdom and honor.  
2  A wise man's heart directs him toward the right, but the foolish man's heart 

directs him toward the left.  
3  Even when the fool walks along the road, his sense is lacking and he 

demonstrates to everyone that he is a fool.  
4  If the ruler's temper rises against you, do not abandon your position, 

because composure (YANACH = not leaving) allays great offenses. 
1. Foolishness can do more harm quicker than wisdom and 

honor can do good. 
 2. Wise direction is based on righteousness. 
 3. Foolishness can often be easily identified. 
 4. Wisdom holds to what is right. 
 
  2. Anomalies.  10:5-7 
5  There is an evil I have seen under the sun, like an error which goes forth 

from the ruler— 
6  folly is set in many exalted places while rich men sit in humble places.  
7  I have seen slaves riding  on horses and princes walking like slaves on the 

land.  
 1. Authority can make some serious mistakes. 

2. Authorities can appoint others to positions of authority who 
are not wise. 

3. Wealthy people can live modestly for a variety of reasons. 
4. Slaves, who belong to a wealthy and generous master, may 

have many benefits in life. 
5. While those of aristocracy may be forced to walk instead of 

ride. 
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  3. Wise Living.  10:8-20 
8  He who digs a pit may fall into it, and a serpent may bite him who breaks 

through a wall.   
9  He who quarries stones may be hurt by them, and he who splits logs may 

be endangered by them.  
10  If the axe is dull and he does not sharpen its edge, then he must exert 

more strength. Wisdom has the advantage of giving success.  
11  If the serpent bites before being charmed, there is no profit for the 

charmer.  
1. Our jobs may be a pitfall to us. 
2. We should not live our lives in fear because of all the things 

that could happen to us. 
3. It is wise to do things as efficiently as possible. 
4. Dangerous occupations may produce no profit. 

12  Words from the mouth of a wise man are gracious, while the lips of a fool 
consume him;  

13  the beginning of his (the fool’s) talking is folly and the end of it (the 
talking) is wicked madness.  

14  Yet the fool multiplies words. No man knows what will happen, and who 
can tell him what will come after him?   

15  The toil of a fool so wearies him that he does not even know how to go to 
a city.   
1. Foolish people try to be prophetic in their speech to impress 

people.  Cf 1 Cor 1:18-25 
2. Foolishness is disorienting. 

16  Woe to you, O land, whose king is a lad (NA’AR = young man) and 
whose princes feast in the morning.  

17  Blessed are you, O land, whose king is of nobility and whose princes eat 
at the appropriate time--for strength and not for drunkenness.  

18  Through indolence the rafters sag, and through slackness the house 
leaks.  

19  Men prepare a meal for enjoyment, and wine makes life merry, and money 
is the answer to everything.  

20  Furthermore, in your bedchamber do not curse a king, and in your 
sleeping rooms do not curse a rich man, for a bird of the heavens will 
carry the sound and the winged creature will make the matter known. 
1. Lack of wisdom due to lack of experience can unknowingly 

permit some abuses to power to occur. 
2. A land is blessed when the king is noble and his authorities 

adhere to wise laws. 
3. Laziness is a problem. 
4. Some people just don’t get it. 
5. We must make our hearts right. 
6. Malice toward the powers that be can lead to confrontation. 
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Ecclesiastes 11:1-10 
 
V. Counsel for Living with Vanity.  (7:1-12:8) 
 A. Counsel in View of man’s wickedness.  (7:1-29) 
 B. Counsel in View of God’s Inscrutable Providences.  (8:1-9:18) 
 C. Counsel in View of the Uncertainties of Life.  (10:1-20) 
 D. Counsel in View of the Aging Processes of Life (11:1-12:8) 
  1. Live Wisely.  11:1-5 
1  Cast your bread on the surface of the waters, for you will find it after many 

days.  
2  Divide your portion to seven, or even to eight, for you do not know what 

misfortune may occur on the earth.  
3  If the clouds are full, they pour out rain upon the earth; and whether a tree 

falls toward the south or toward the north, wherever the tree falls, there it 
lies.  

4  He who watches the wind will not sow and he who looks at the clouds will 
not reap.  

5  Just as you do not know the path of the wind and how bones are formed in 
the womb of the pregnant woman, so you do not know the activity of God 
who makes all things.  

 1. Live wisely with your generosity. 
 2. Live wisely with that entrusted to you. 
 3. Live wisely with facts. 
 4. Live wisely through work. 
 5. Live wisely through realized ignorance. 
 
  2. Work Wisely.  11:6 
6  Sow your seed in the morning and do not be idle in the evening, for you do 

not know whether morning or evening sowing will succeed, or whether 
both of them alike will be good. 

 
  3. Rejoice Wisely.  11:7-8  
7  The light is pleasant, and it is good for the eyes to see the sun.  
8  Indeed, if a man should live many years, let him rejoice in them all 

(years), and let him remember the days of darkness, for they (days of 
darkness) will be many. Everything that is to come will be futility.  

 
  4. Age Wisely.   11:9-10 
9  Rejoice, young man, during your childhood, and let your heart be pleasant 

during the days of young manhood. And follow the impulses of your heart 
and the desires of your eyes. Yet know that God will bring you to judgment 
for all these things.  

10  So, remove grief and anger from your heart and put away pain from your 
body, because childhood and the prime of life are fleeting. 
1. The old wise man tells the young man to follow his heart, but 

not to live unrighteously. 
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2. He also advises that one is to remove bitterness and anger 
and to overlook the pain so that you don’t miss life. 

 
Ecclesiastes 12:1-13 

 
  5. Remember Your Creator.  12:1-8 
1  Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil 

days come and the years draw near when you will say, "I have no delight 
in them";  

2  before the sun and the light, the moon and the stars are darkened, and 
clouds return after the rain;  

3  in the day that the watchmen of the house tremble, and mighty men stoop, 
the grinding ones stand idle because they are few, and those who look 
through windows grow dim;  

4  and the doors on the street are shut as the sound of the grinding mill is 
low, and one will arise at the sound of the bird, and all the daughters of 
song will sing softly.  

 1. Young people need to remember their Creator. 
2. If this is done, the times of questioning Him will be short and 

few. 
 3. One day the day of judgment will come. 
5  Furthermore, men are afraid of a high place and of terrors on the road; the 

almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags himself along, and the 
caperberry (the fruit of the thorny caper, Capparis spinosa, a common 
Palestine plant with pretty white flowers and brightly colored 
stamens. Largely on account of its habit of growing out of crevasses 
in old walls it has been identified by some with the hyssop) is 
ineffective. For man goes to his eternal home while mourners go about in 
the street. 

6  Remember Him before the silver cord is broken and the golden bowl is 
crushed, the pitcher by the well is shattered and the wheel at the cistern is 
crushed;  

7  then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to 
God who gave it.  

8  "Vanity of vanities," says the Preacher, "all is vanity!"  
 1. Why fear the things of this earth? 
 2. When you die your spirit goes to its eternal home. 
 3. Remember the Lord. 
 4. For without Him, all is worthless. 
 
I. Futility.  1:1-2:26 
II. God’s Immutable Plan for Life (3:1-22) 
III. The Futility of the Circumstances of Life (4:1-5:20) 
IV. The Futility of Life as a Whole.  (6:1-12) 
V. Counsel for Living with Vanity.  (7:1-12:8) 
V. Counsel for Living with Vanity.  (7:1-12:8) 



Ecclesiastes 29

VI. Conclusion.  (12:9-14) 
 A. The Preacher’s Desires.  12:9-10 
9  In addition to being a wise man, the Preacher also taught the people 

knowledge; and he pondered, searched out and arranged many proverbs.  
10  The Preacher sought to find delightful words and to write words of truth 

correctly. 
 B. The Preacher’s Encouragement.  12:11-12 
11  The words of wise men are like goads, and masters of these collections 

are like well-driven nails; they are given by one Shepherd.  
12  But beyond this, my son, be warned: the writing of many books is endless, 

and excessive devotion to books is wearying to the body.  
 C. The Preacher’s Bottom Line.  12:13-14 
13  The conclusion, when all has been heard, is:  fear God and keep His 

commandments, because this applies to  every person.  
14  For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, 

whether it is good or evil. 
 1. The Preacher’s objective is to correctly communicate the truth. 
 2. The words of truth convict. 
 3. Those who master them hold the structure together firmly. 
 4. All realize that the source is from the One Shepherd. 
 5. The conclusion:  fear and obey God. 
 6. The reason:  all will be judged. 

 


