
Authority 
 
1. Authority refers to a claim of legitimacy, justification and right to 

exercise power to achieve a desired end. 
 (Some evolutionary psychologists see authority as a natural ascendancy 

of some people over others which is the underlying principle behind all 
human organizations and advances.  The balance of authority and 
freedom has been core questions from philosophers from the time of Plato 
and Aristotle.) 

 A. A right means that authority is not to usurp that area. 
 B. A privilege is something that an authority gives. 
 
2. Spheres of Authority:  A Sphere of Authority is determined by where 

the responsibility lies.  Each Sphere of Authority has a purpose. 
 (The two must go hand in hand.  Organizational charts.) 
 A. The Father to the Son, Jesus Christ.  Matt 28:18 
  Purpose:  So all has the opportunity to be saved.  1 Tim 2:1-4 
 B. God to the individual.  2 Cor 5:10 
  Purpose:  To make the individual accountable. 
 (We all have the responsibility to determine what is right and act 

accordingly.  This requires knowledge of the Rule Book.) 
 C. God to families.  Eph 5:22-6:1 
  Purpose:  To display love and grace. 
 D. God to the church.  Eph 4:11  (Church leaders) 
  Purpose:  To equip the saints.  Eph 4:12-16; 2 Cor 10:8 
For even if I should boast somewhat further about our authority, which the lord 
gave for building up and not for destroying you, I shall not be put to shame. 
 E. God to governments.  Rom 13:1-7 
  1. Military.  Purpose:  To protect the nation. 
  2. Civilian.  Purpose:  To serve the nation. 
 F. God to Social Institutions: 
  1. Business.  Col 3:22 
   Purpose:  To produce goods and services for the   
   physical needs of the citizens. 
  2. Academics.  Heb 5:12 
   Purpose:  To educate people about God’s plan. 
  3. Athletics. 1 Cor 9:24-27 
   Purpose:  To teach about spiritual competition. 
 
3. Obedience to a higher authority is prescribed. 
 
4. Authorities are clearly warned throughout Scripture to not abuse the 

authority entrusted to them.  Heb 13:17; 1 Pet 5:1-4 
 (Oppression has to come from authority, whether legitimate or usurped.) 
Heb 13:17 



Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as 
those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for 
this would be unprofitable for you.  
1 Peter 5:1-4 
Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your  fellow elder and witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 
shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under 
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, 
but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but 
proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, 
you will receive the unfading crown of glory.  
 
5. Compliance with authority benefits others.  Gen 26:4-5  
And I will multiply your (Isaac) seed as the stars of heaven and will give your 
seed all these lands; and by your seed all the nations of he earth shall be 
blessed; because Abraham obeyed Me and kept my charge, My commandments, 
My statutes and My laws.”  
 
6. Principles of the Proper Use of Authority: 
 A. The first allegiance is to God and His standards. 
 B. Seek to not violate another’s legitimate sphere of authority. 

C. Seek to work in harmony with other authorities both above and 
below your level. 

 D. Defer to higher authority.  
(Higher authority is that in which the Plan of God has established a hierarchy.) 
 E. Seek to function honorably in your society. 
 F. Seek to remember that Authority is given to serve others. 

G. Seek wisdom concerning the use of appropriate power to 
administer discipline for violations. 

H. Remember the grace to you from the Highest Authority. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


