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INTRODUCTION TO CULTS 
 
 1. This study will identify the elements that make a cult as 
 well as cultic practices. 
 2. It will also look at some of the major cults. 
 3. While we live in a society where a person has the freedom to follow the 

religious beliefs of his or her choice, we still must "defend the faith (1 Pet 
3:15)" when people claim that only they have the truth. 

 
WHAT IS RELIGION? 

 
1. Religion is that aspect of one's experience in which he attempts to live 

harmoniously with the power or powers he believes are controlling the 
world. 

2. Religion is a universal phenomenon because wherever man may live he is 
always giving some recognition to a power or powers beyond himself. 

3. Religion is one of the things that separates man from the animal world. 
4. Religion is designed to meet needs in that it connects the individual to the 

higher power(s) who can meet those needs. 
5. The practices of religion are as varied as the religions. 
6. All religions are not the same as some claim in that they do not all reach 

the same summit, that being God. 
 

WHAT IS A CULT? 
 
1. A cult is a perversion or distortion of biblical Christianity and often 

includes a rejection of the historic teachings of the Christian church. 
2. Walter Martin defines a cult as, "a group of people polarized around 

someone's interpretation of the Bible and  is characterized by major 
deviations from orthodox Christianity relative to the cardinal doctrines of 
the  Christian faith, particularly the fact that God became man in Jesus 
Christ."  (Walter Martin, The Rise of the Cults, p.12) 

 
WHY DO CULTS PROSPER? 

 
1. They provide "answers" and thus prey on ignorance. 
2. They meet basic human needs including love, feeling needed, having 

direction and meaning. 
3. They take advantage of our basic desire to know and serve God. 
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4. They offer solutions in a ready-made form that tell their followers what to 
believe, how to behave, what to think and emphasize dependence upon the 
group or leader for their emotional stability. 

5. They make a favorable impression because the churches have failed to be 
a vital influence in the world. 

 
THE CHARACTERISTICS OF CULTS: 

 
1. Many cults promote the idea that God has revealed something special to 

them, thus NEW TRUTH. 
A. It is usually "truth" that has never before been revealed and 

supersedes and contradicts all previous revelations. 
 B. It often claims to complete the Bible's inadequate message. 
2. Some cults make no claim to new truth or extra-biblical revelation, but 

believe that they alone have the key to the interpretation of the Scriptures, 
which contradicts the basic beliefs of orthodox Christianity, thus it is NEW 
INTERPRETATION. 

3. Some cults also have a NON-BIBLICAL SOURCE OF AUTHORITY for faith 
and practice, either in another book(s) or interpretation. 

4. One characteristic of all cults is ANOTHER JESUS, who is always less than 
the one of history and the Bible. 

5. Many cults have a FRONTAL ATTACK ON THE THEOLOGY OF ORTHODOX 
CHRISTIANITY. 

6. Many cults say one thing publicly but internally believe something totally 
different, being guilty of DOUBLE-TALK. 

7. Another characteristic of all cults is a DENIAL OF THE TRINITY. 
8. Cults are noted for their CHANGING THEOLOGY especially as it pertains to 

behaviors. 
9. Cults are usually characterized by a DOMINANT CENTRAL LEADER  who 

considers himself/herself a messenger of God with unique access to the 
Almighty and thus exercises enormous control over the belief, behavior 
and lifestyle of the group.  The followers often become totally dependent 
upon their leader. 

10. Cults promote SALVATION BY WORKS, not grace and by their very gospel 
message are seeking to enslave and not set free. 

11. Cults often make bold predictions of future events, since the leader has a 
unique access to God, and when these don't come true it makes them 
guilty of FALSE PROPHECY. 

12. Cults are DIFFICULT TO LEAVE. 
13. Some churches, while not cults are cultic. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



3 

TRINITY BIBLE CHURCH 
MARCH 26, 1998 

CULTS: LESSON 2 
 

MINISTERING TO THE CULTS: 
 
I. THE BELIEFS OF ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY: 
 
A. There has to be a standard for cults to be identified and that standard is the 

major tenets of God's Word. 
 
B. Although there are disagreements among the major branches of 

Christianity (Protestants, Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox), there is 
a general agreement as to the essentials of the faith. 

 
C. The Essentials: 

1. The Bible is divinely inspired and is authoritative for matters of faith 
and practice. 

2. The Doctrine of God is clear that there are three persons in the 
Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and these three 
are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory. 

 3. Jesus Christ was fully man, God in human flesh. 
 4. Jesus was always God. 
  a. He made divine claims.  John 14:9 
  b. He exercised divine works.  Col 1:16 
  c. He possessed divine attributes. 

5. The Doctrine of the Church includes the universal  Church, which is 
invisible, and the visible Church as it is manifested in different 
locations. 

6. The Doctrine of the Atonement states that Jesus Christ was the 
perfect satisfaction to God as a just and substitutionary punishment 
for the sins of the world. 

7. The Doctrine of Salvation states that we are "saved by grace through 
faith, not of works."  Eph 2:8-9 

8. The Doctrine of Man states "God created man, male and female, after 
his own image, in knowledge, righteousness and holiness, with 
dominion over the creatures. 

9. The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit states that the Holy Spirit is personal 
and is God. 

 
II. YOUR APPROACH TO MINISTRY: 
 
A. Let the Holy Spirit lead you through prayer. 
 
B. Know what you believe and why. 
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C. Have some idea of where they are coming from. 
 
D. Beware of arrogance.  Gal 6:1-2 
 
E. Approach with and maintain spiritual love. 
 
F. Realize you are dealing with hurting individuals who have found a way to 

ease their pain. 
 
G. Be patient. 
 
H. Learn to ask questions. 
 
I. Seek their soul more than winning a debate. 
 
J. Pray for the manifestation of the fruit of the Spirit. 
 
K. If you get confused, graciously exit and call for help. 
 
L. Realize that it will probably take more than one visit. 
 
M. Ladies' alone should not try and deal with deceivers such as these.  2 John 
 
N. They have possibly been "brainwashed" to a degree which involves 

Isolation, Deprivation, and Repetition. 
 
O. They also probably share one or more of these characteristics: 
 1. Rigid parents. 
 2. Experience of disappointment. 
 3. Low self-worth. 
 4. Victims of abuse. 
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TRINITY BIBLE CHURCH 
APRIL 2, 1998 

CULTS: LESSON 3 
 

MINISTERING TO THE CULTS: 
JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 

 
A. THEIR HISTORY: 

1. The Jehovah's Witnesses are officially known as the Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society. 

2. They are the product of the work of Charles Taze Russell who was 
born February 16, 1852, near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

3. In 1870, while still in his teens and without formal theological 
education, he organized a Bible class whose members eventually 
made him "pastor." 

4.    In 1879 he founded the magazine Zion's Watchtower in which he 
published his own unique interpretation of the Bible. 

5. In 1886, the first volume of seven books (six written by Russell) 
entitled The Millennial Dawn was published.  It was later retitled 
Studies in the Scriptures. 

6. By the time of his death in 1916, "Pastor" Russell,  according to the 
Watchtower, traveled more than a million miles, gave more than 
30,000 sermons, and wrote books totaling over 50,000 pages. 

 
B. Other Leaders: 

1. Joseph F. Rutherford, who was the society's legal counsel, became 
the second president shortly after the death of Russell.   
a. It was under his leadership that the name "Jehovah's 

Witnesses" was adopted.   
b. He not only moved the headquarters the Brooklyn, but he also 

moved toward "theocratic" control with the power to make all 
policy decisions. 

 2. Nathan H. Knorr followed Rutherford who died in 1942. 
a. During his presidency the society increased from 115,000 to 

over 2,000,000 members. 
b. In 1961, under his leadership, the society produced its own 

English translation of the Bible entitled The New World 
Translation of Holy Scriptures. 

3. Frederick W. Franz became the new president of the Watchtower and 
conducts business in the same manner as Knorr.  Franz was the 
spokesman for the translation committee of the New World 
Translation. 

 
C. Claims of the Jehovah's Witnesses: 
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1. While claiming to accept the Bible as their only authority, their 
theology denies every cardinal belief of historic Christianity. 

2. This includes the Trinity, the divinity of Jesus Christ, His bodily 
resurrection, salvation by grace through faith, and eternal 
punishment of the wicked. 

3. "Pastor" Russell, who was not known for his humility, made the 
following statement, "Be it known that no other system of theology 
even claims, or has every attempted to harmonize in itself every 
statement of the Bible, yet nothing short of this can we claim."  
(Studies in the Scriptures I:348) 

4. The Watchtower says of itself:  It is God's sole collective channel for 
the flow of Biblical truth to men on earth.  (The Watchtower, July 15, 
1960, p. 439). 

5. From these statements we can easily conclude that they believe 
themselves to be the organization that speaks for God in today's 
world. 

6.   Russell claimed that his Scripture Studies was the "Bible in an 
arranged form," and that it was the key to walking in the light.  The 
Bible by itself was not. 

 
D. The Source of Authority: 
 1. They contend that their ultimate source of authority is the Bible. 

2. There are no articles of faith or authoritative doctrinal statements 
issued by the Watchtower.  Their views are found in their 
publications The Watchtower  and Awake. 

3. For all practical purposes their publications take precedence over 
the Scriptures. 

 
E. Their Stated Positions: 

1. They do not believe in the doctrine of the Trinity, stating "The trinity 
doctrine was not conceived by Jesus or the early Christians (Let God 
Be True, 1952, p.111)."  "The plain truth is that this is another of 
Satan's attempts to keep the God-fearing person from learning the 
truth of Jehovah and His Son Christ Jesus (LGBT, p.93)" 

2. They do not believe that Jesus Christ is God in human flesh, but 
rather a created being.  They do believe that he is the "second 
greatest personage of the Universe." 
a. They believe that He was a god, but not the Almighty God, for 

they believe that if Jesus were God, then during Jesus' death 
God was dead in the grave." 

b. They believe that the word is Christ Jesus, who did have a 
beginning. 

c. This belief is traced back to the 4th century A.D. to a man 
named Arius. 
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d. They believe that he was Michael the Archangel in his 
preexistent state, having a brother named Lucifer who 
rebelled. 

e. Upon His resurrection He went back to His former state as an 
invisible spirit without a body according to their theology. 

3. One favorite passage of theirs is John 14:28 which says "My Father 
is greater than I."  This passage refers to Jesus voluntary 
subordination during His earthly life and is a reference to rank not 
nature. 

4. One of the crucial phrases the Watchtower Society uses  to support 
its doctrine is the latter part of Revelation 3:14 which says "....the 
beginning (ARCHE) of the creation of God."  This passage is used in 
their extended work on "The Word" Who is He? According to John to 
set forth the premise that the Lord was a product of the creative 
activity of God.  The Greek word looks at the source of creation. 

5. They also point to Proverbs 8:22 which their translation says, 
"Jehovah himself produced me as the beginning of his way, the 
earliest of his achievements of long ago," to try and argue that Jesus 
was a created being.  Look at the context. 

6. Colossians 1:15 (the firstborn of all creation) is also used to try and 
prove that Jesus was the first created.  The term "firstborn" as used 
throughout the Old Testament placed more emphasis on the rights 
and responsibilities as well as preeminence of the firstborn than it 
did on time of birth. 

7. The Society does not believe the Holy Spirit to be a part of the 
Godhead, either by personality or deity.  They do not capitalize the 
term "spirit" in their translation.  This makes no sense in Ephesians 
4:30 and John 14:26. 

8. They do not believe that salvation is a free gift from God based upon 
Jesus Christ's work on the cross.  Their literature stresses salvation 
by works. 

9. The Watchtower denies the existence of hell as a place of everlasting 
punishment.  They give four reasons: 

  a. Unscriptural. 
  b. Unreasonable 
  c. Contrary to God's love. 
  d. Repugnant to justice 

10. The Watchtower believes that the Second Coming of Jesus Christ 
took place in 1914 and that He set up His kingdom in heaven.  Before 
1914 Russell prophesied that the Lord would set up His kingdom on 
earth as the terminus of the "times of the Gentiles."  (C.T. Russell, 
Thy Kingdom Come, 1891, p.126) 

 
F. The New World Translation: 

1. Their rationale:  "honesty compels us to remark that, while each of 
the other translations has its points of merit, they have fallen victim 
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to the power of human traditionalism in varying degrees....and these 
have been interwoven into translations that color the thought." 

2. Their translation is a highly biased attempt to justify their own 
teachings. 

 
G. In John 1:1, they translate the last phrase, "The word was a god."  This 

translation makes Jesus Christ less than God and relegates Him to the 
position of a created being.  It also opens up the door to polytheism.  The 
Word "theos" without the definite article is also used in John 1:6,12,13,18. 
This is a biased rendering that Greek scholars do not accept. 

 
H. In John 8:58, the NWT renders the text, "Before Abraham came into 

existence I have been."  They claim it to be a perfect indefinite tense (there 
is no such thing) of the word eimi.  It is not a perfect at all but a present. 

 
I. In Colossians 1, beginning in verse 16, they add the word "other" in order 

to try and justify their position that Jesus Christ is a created being.  It reads 
in the NWT: 

  Because by means of Him all other things were created 
  in the Heavens and upon the earth.  All other things 
  have been created through Him and for Him.  Also, He 
  is before all other things and by means of Him and all 
  other things were made to exist...(v20) And through Him 
  to reconcile again to Himself all other things. 
 
 The word "other" does not appear in the Greek. 
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TRINITY BIBLE CHURCH 
APRIL 9, 1998 

CULTS-LESSON 4 
 

MINISTERING TO THE CULTS: 
THE MORMONS 

 
I. THEIR HISTORY: 
 
A. The founder of Mormonism: 

1. The founder of Mormonism, or The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, Joseph Smith, Jr., was born on December 23, 1805 in 
Sharon, Vermont. 

 2. Smith was the fourth of ten children of Joseph and Lucy Mack Smith. 
 3. In 1817 the family moved to Palmyra, New York. 

4. Most of the members of his family soon joined the Presbyterian 
church, but Joseph remained undecided, claiming that the strife and 
tension among the various denominations made him question which 
denomination was right. 

 
B. Smith's First Vision: 

1. In 1820, he allegedly received a vision that became the basis for the 
founding of the Mormon Church. 

2. According to Mormon history, the background of Joseph's first 
vision was a revival that broke out in the spring of 1820 in Palmyra, 
New York. 

3. The revival was followed by a division between the Methodists, 
Presbyterians and Baptists with each one claiming to be right. 

4. This led to Smith's inquiry of the Lord seeking to find which 
denomination was right. 

5. He was given a vision that includes various personages and the one 
that spoke to him told him "they were all wrong, their creeds were an 
abomination and their professors were corrupt, giving lip-service 
without substance." 

 
C. Smith's Second Vision: 

1. Smith related a second vision that supposedly took place on 
September 21, 1823 with the angel Moroni. 

2. In this vision, he was told about the gold plates and the Urim and 
Thummim, which were buried on a hill outside of Manchester, New 
York. 

3. He was not to remove them for four years and that if he lost them he 
would be cut off. 

 
D. Obeying the Heavenly Messenger: 
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1. Joseph then moved to his father-in-law's house in Harmony, 
Pennsylvania where with supposedly divine help began to copy the 
characters off the plates and translate them. 

2. The publication of the translation of the plates was financed by a 
New York farmer named Martin Harris who was told by Smith that the 
writing on the plates was "reformed Egyptian." 

 3. The translation was completed and placed on sale March 26, 1830. 
4. On April 6, 1830, at Fayette, New York, "the church of Christ" was 

officially organized with six members.  The name was eventually 
changed to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 

5. The number of members increased rapidly and a group of them 
moved to Kirtland, Ohio (near Cleveland), where Joseph supervised 
the first printing of the revelations he had received. 

6. First known as the Book of Commandments, the work has 
undergone significant and numerous changes and now constitutes 
one of the Mormon sacred works, retitled Doctrine and Covenants. 

7. Smith also worked on a "divinely aided" revision of the King James 
Bible. 

8. The group grew westward and faced persecution.  In Far West, 
Missouri (founded by the Mormons), Smith and some other leaders 
were imprisoned. 

9. After his escape, they moved to Illinois into a town that Smith named 
Nauvoo, where he organized a small army and became the 
Lieutenant-General. 

10. When the local paper, the Nauvoo Expositor, began publishing anti-
Mormon material, Smith ordered the press destroyed and every copy 
of the paper burned, which led to his arrest and imprisonment. 

11. On June 27, 1844, a mob of about 200 people with their faces 
blackened to avoid recognition, stormed the jail and shot and killed 
Joseph and his brother Hyrum.  Smith is said to have killed several 
mob members before he died. 

     12. He was considered a martyr. 
 
E. Brigham Young: 

1. After the death of Joseph Smith the leadership went to Brigham 
Young, the President of the Twelve Apostles, who convinced the 
great majority of Mormons that he was Smith's rightful successor. 

2. Young led the group westward where they faced many hardships and 
Indian attacks, exposure and internal  strife. 

3. On July 24, 1847, they arrived at Salt Lake Valley in Utah which 
became their headquarters. 

4. By the time of Young's death in 1877, there were about 150,000 
members.  Today there is over 4 million worldwide. 

 
II. THE CLAIMS OF MORMONISM: 
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A. The Mormons claim that they are the restoration of the true church 
established by Jesus Christ and are neither  Protestant or Catholic, but 
simply the "true" church. 

 
B. They believe that:  

1. "If it had not been for Joseph Smith and the restoration, there would 
be no salvation outside the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints."  (Mormon Doctrine p. 670) 

2. "No salvation without accepting Joseph Smith...If Joseph Smith was 
verily a prophet, and if he told the truth...then this knowledge is of 
the most vital importance to the entire world.  No man can reject that 
testimony without incurring the most dreadful consequences, for he 
cannot enter the Kingdom of God." (Doctrines of Salvation pp 189-
90) 

3. They are the "Restored church of Jesus Christ" being the only ones 
to have it right since the close of the Apostolic Age. 

 
C. The Mormon Church has four accepted works: 
 1. The Bible. 
 2. The Book of Mormon. 
 3. Doctrine and Covenants. 
 4. The Pearl of Great Price. 
 5. The present prophet's words are also authoritative. 
 
D. The Bible: 

1. Their articles of faith read, "We believe the Bible to be the Word of 
God in so far as it is translated correctly. 

2. They also claim that an accurate translation is impossible since the 
Catholic Church has taken away from the Word of God so that they 
might pervert the right ways of the Lord.  (1 Nephi 13:26b,27) 

3. Orson Pratt, an early Mormon apostle thought that possibly all 
verses have been corrupted. 

4. Thus their other three sacred books, which have escaped pollution, 
are considered more authoritative than the Bible. 

5. They can add any teaching they want by simply claiming that the 
Catholics left it out. 

 
E. The Book of Mormon: 

1. This is supposedly an account of the original inhabitants of America 
to whom Christ appeared after His resurrection. 

 2. It is considered divinely inspired. 
 
F. Doctrine and Covenants: 

1. This is a record of 138 revelations revealing some of their distinctive 
"doctrines." 

 2. This includes "Baptism for the Dead" and "Celestial Marriage." 
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G. The Pearl of Great Price: 

1. This contains the Book of Moses which is roughly equivalent to the 
first six chapters of Genesis, and the Book of Abraham, a translation 
of an Egyptian papyrus that was later proved a fraud. 

2. It also contains an extract from Joseph Smith's translation of the 
Bible; extracts from the History of Joseph Smith and the Articles of 
Faith. 

 
H. The Living Prophets: 

1. The living prophet also occupies an important part in present-day 
Mormonism. 

2. Ezra Taft Benson, President of the Twelve Apostles in 1980 said that 
the "living prophet is more vital to the church than the standard 
works." 

3. "Any Mormon who denounces or opposes, actively or otherwise, any 
plan or doctrine advocated by the prophets, seers and revelators of 
the Church is cultivating apostasy.  When our leaders speak, the 
thinking has been done.  When they propose a plan-it is God's plan.  
When they point the way, there is no other which is safe.  When they 
give directions, it should mark the end of controversy."  
(Improvement Era, June 1945) 

 
I. The Bible Says: 

1. Any message that purports to be from God must agree with the 
message already brought by Jesus Christ in fulfillment of the Old 
Testament (Luke 24:27) 

2. Eternal life comes only from the works and gift of Jesus Christ, not 
Joseph Smith or any other "prophet."  John 20:31 

 3. No one is to add to the Word of God.  Prov 30:5,6 
 
III. MORMON DOCTRINE: 
 
A. The Doctrine of God: 
 1. They believe in the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, but not the Trinity. 

2. They believe in many gods and teach that God himself was once a 
man who became God.  Mormon males have the possibility of 
attaining godhood. 

3. This contradicts the Book of Mormon which says, "And Zeezrom said 
unto him, 'Thou sayest that there is a  true and living God?'  And 
Amulek said: 'Yea, there is a true and living God.'  Now Zeezrom 
said: 'Is there more than one God?'  And he answered, 'No!' (Alma 
11:26-29)" 

 
B. Jesus Christ: 
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1. They teach that He was a preexistent spirit like the rest of us and we 
are literally brothers and sisters of Jesus. 

2. He though is set apart from the rest of us in being the firstborn of 
God's spirit-children. 

 3. He is not the unique Son of God. 
 
C. Man: 
 1. Man is a preexistent soul who takes his body at birth in this world. 
 2. Just like Jesus. 
 
D. Salvation: 

1. They believe that men will be punished for their own sins and not for 
Adam's transgression. 

2. They believe that through the atonement of Christ, all mankind may 
be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel. 

3. They believe that there is a general salvation for all mankind and an 
individual salvation for each person. 

4. There is no hell or everlasting punishment and everyone will 
eventually go to one of three levels of glory: 
a. The Celestial Kingdom reserved for the Melchizedek 

priesthood who will become gods. 
b. The Terrestrial Kingdom for those who failed the requirements 

of exaltation. 
c. The Telestial Kingdom for those who have no testimony of 

Christ. 
 
IV. CHANGES IN THE BOOK OF MORMON: 
 
A. Joseph Smith claimed the Book of Mormon to be "the most correct of any 

book on earth."   
 
B. Since 1830 it has undergone over 3,000 changes. 
 
V. THE BOOK OF MORMON AND ARCHAEOLOGY: 
 
A. Nothing has been found archaeologically to support the Book  of Mormon. 
 
B. This includes cities mentioned, names, Hebrew inscriptions, Egyptian 

inscriptions, any inscription which indicates that Christian beliefs were 
present before the discovery of North America, people, places, nations, or 
artifacts. 

 
VI. FALSE PROPHECIES: 
 
A. In 2 Nephi 10:7 there is a prophecy that when the Jews return to Jesus 

Christ they will be restored to their homeland. 
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B. Joseph Smith claimed that the Latter-Day Saints would build a temple in 

Zion, being Jackson County, Missouri, during his generation that would 
never be removed from its place. 

 
C. Smith prophesied that Zion would not fall.  Two weeks before the prophecy, 

the Mormons were run out of Zion.  Smith was in Ohio at the time and did 
not know it. 

 
D. Later that year he prophesied that the pure in heart would return and build 

the temple in that generation.  After 150 years it is still not built. 
 
E. The test of a prophet is found in Deut 13:1-4 and 18:18-22. 
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TRINITY BIBLE CHURCH 
APRIL 16, 1998 

CULTS-LESSON 5 
 

MINISTERING TO THE CULTS: 
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION 

 
I. THEIR HISTORY: 
 
A. The founder of Transcendental Meditation (TM), Mahesh, Prasad Warma, 

later known as Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, was born  in India around 1910. 
1. He graduated from Allahabad University in 1942 with a degree in 

Physics. 
2. Then he became the disciple of Guru Dev who instructed him to 

devise a meditation technique from the Vedas (part of Hindu 
scripture) 

 
B. The Maharishi was devoted to fulfilling the plan of Guru Dev in bringing his 

teachings to the world. 
 1. In 1958 he founded the Spiritual Regeneration Movement in India. 

2. The following year he came to the U.S. and set up his organization 
while spreading the message of Guru Dev. 

 
C. Today, several million people around the world have been taught his 

meditation techniques which are said to be nonreligious, but are 
thoroughly Hindu. 

 
II. THE CLAIMS OF TM: 
 
A. How would you like to have your health improved, your self-image and 

productivity increased, and your intelligence and  creativity heightened 
without stress or tension? 

 1. This is an advertisement of TM's benefits. 
2. Supposedly it can be done within any religious system as it is 

claimed that TM has no religious basis. 
 
B. They have set up nationwide centers to accomplish this. 

1. Under a World Plan, 350 teaching centers of the Science of Creative 
Intelligence have been founded in the largest cities throughout the 
United States and the world. 

2. Resolutions drawn up by the Maharishi promoting TM have been 
adopted by many legislatures throughout the country. 
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C. TM can appeal to all segments of society including the famous (The 
Beatles), the counter-culture, the business community and the 
intelligentsia. 

 
D. In fact, TM is Hindu and tries to unite the meditator with Brahman, the 

Hindu concept of God. 
 
III. THE RELIGIOUS NATURE OF TM: 
 
A. Despite claims to the contrary,  TM is religious in nature.  The initiation 

ceremony  is called the PUJA and is read in Sanskrit by the TM instructor. 
 
B. Translated the invocation reads, "To Lord Narayana, to lotus-born Brahma 

the Creator, to Vashishta, to Shakti, and to his son, Parashar, to Vyasa, to 
Shukadava, to the great  Gaudapada, to Govinda, ruler among yogies, to 
his disciple, Shri Trotika and Varttika-Kara, to others, to the tradition of our 
masters I bow down.  To the abode of the wisdom of the Shrutis, Smritis 
and Puranas, to the abode of kindness, to the personified glory of the Lord, 
to Shankara, emancipator of the Lord, I bow down.  To Sharkaracharya, the 
redeemer, hailed as Krishna and Badarayana, to the commentator of the 
Brahma Sutras, I bow down again and again.  At whose door the whole 
galaxy of gods pray for perfection day and night, adorned with 
immeasurable glory, perceptor of the whole world, having bowed down to 
him, we gain fulfillment.  Skilled in dispelling the cloud of ignorance of the 
people, the gentle emancipator, Bramananda Saraswati, the supreme 
teacher, full of brilliance, him I bring to my awareness." 

 
C. The "offering" is made to Shri Guru Dev with a series of bows. 
 
D. The religious nature is clearly seen.  In 1977, a New Jersey federal court 

ruled it religious and banned its teaching in the public schools. 
 
E. The claim that it is a harmless exercise denies that the risk of permanent 

alienation from ordinary human attachments is possible through altered 
states of consciousness. 

 
IV. THE MAHARISHI: 
 
A. Many of the statements made by the Maharishi concerning the Science of 
Creative Intelligence and the Age of Enlightenment are disturbing: 

1. "There has not been and there will not be a place for the unfit.  The fit 
will lead, and if the unfit are not coming along, there is no place for 
them.  In the place where light dominates there is no place for 
darkness. In the age of Enlightenment there is no place for ignorant 
people, the ignorant will be made enlightened  by a few orderly, 
enlightened people moving around.  Nature will not allow ignorance 
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to prevail.  It just can't.  Nonexistence of the unfit has been the law of 
nature (Maharishi, Inauguration of the Dawn of the Age of 
Enlightenment, MIU Press, p. 47)." 

2. "The Science of Creative Intelligence structures all knowledge in the 
awareness of everyone and thereby makes everyone infallible (ibid. 
p. 49)." 

 
V. THE RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF TM: 
 
A. God: 

1. God is found in two phases of reality, as a supreme being of 
absolute, eternal nature and as a personal God at the highest level of 
phenomenal creation. 

2. This supreme being is identified with nature in that "everything in 
creation is the manifestation of the unmanifested absolute 
impersonal being, the omnipresent God, which impersonal God 
dwells in the heart of everyone. 

 3. Man as an individual is, in his true nature, the impersonal God. 
 4. God maintains the entire field of evolution and the different 

lives of innumerable beings in the whole cosmos. 
5. These quotes come from Science of Being and Art of Living and 

Transcendental Meditation, both by the Maharishi. 
 
B Jesus Christ. 
 1. The Maharishi does not have much to say about Jesus. 

2. "Due to not understanding the life of Christ and not understanding 
the message of Christ, I don't think Christ ever suffered or could 
suffer...It's a pity that Christ is talked of in terms of suffering...Those 
who count upon the suffering, it is a wrong interpretation of the life 
of Christ, and the message of Christ...How could suffering be 
associated with the One who has been all joy, all bliss, who claims 
all that?  It's only the misunderstanding of the life of Christ.  
(Meditations of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, pp 123-24)." 

 
V. CONCLUSIONS: 
 
A. TM (The Science of Creative Intelligence), though claiming to be a method 

of relaxation and personal growth without harmful side effects can be 
dangerous both emotionally and spiritually. 

 
B. Christians should meditate on God's Word.  Ps 1:1-6 
 
VI. TERMS OF TM: 
 
A. Brahmins-The Hindu priestly class. 
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B. Guru Dev-the late Hindu Swami (religious master) who was the teacher of 
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, the founder of TM. 

C. Mantra-In Hinduism, a sacred word which embodies through some specific 
supernatural and spiritual power, used in the meditative words of TM. 

D. Prana-the internal force within God by which He creates. 
E. Puja-prayers to Hindu deities that are part of the initiation ceremony for 

new TM practitioners. 
F. Sanatana Dharma-refers to Hinduism as the eternal system, the one true 

religion. 
G. Vedas-collection of Hindu sacred scriptures. 
H. Yoga-according to Hinduism, it is an exercise (physical, mental, or 

spiritual) designed to aid in one's progress to God-realization. 
 

TRINITY BIBLE CHURCH 
APRIL 30, 1998 

CULTS-LESSON 6 
 

MINISTERING TO THE CULTS: 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

 
I. HISTORY: 
 
A. The founder of Christian Science was Mary Ann Morse Baker Glover 

Patterson Eddy, born in Bow, New Hampshire in 1821 to  Mark and Abigail 
Baker. 

 
B. Her parents were members of the Congregationalism church which upheld 

a strict doctrine of predestination with which Mary was uncomfortable.  
 
C. She wrote that, "the doctrine of unconditional election or predestination, 

greatly troubled me:  for I was unwilling to be saved, if my brothers and 
sisters were to be numbered among those who were doomed to perpetual 
banishment from  God" (Mary Baker Eddy, Retrospection and 
Introspection, 13:5-9). 

 
D.  Her life later became characterized by the rejection of doctrines that are 

central to the Christian faith. 
 
II. THE DISCOVERY OF CHRISTIAN SCIENCE: 
 
A. In 1866, while still married to Daniel Patterson, she discovered the principle 

of Christian Science after a serious fall allegedly brought her near death.   
 
B. Her account of the severity of the injuries was contradicted by the 

attending physician. 
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C. Nevertheless, the principles "discovered during this time were the basis of 

Christian Science. 
 
D. In 1875, her work Science and Health was published with the additional Key 

to the Scriptures added in 1883.  For this work she claimed divine 
revelation.  "I should blush to write of Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures as I  have, were it of human origin and I apart from God its 
author, but as I was only a scribe echoing the harmonies of Heaven in 
divine metaphysics, I cannot be super-modest of the Christian Science 
Textbook"  (Christian Science Journal, Jan 1901) 

 
E. In 1879 in Charlestown, Massachusetts, the Church of Christ Scientist was 

organized and was then changed in 1892 to the First Church of Christ 
Scientist.  The Church Manual was published in 1895 establishing the 
procedures of governing the church. 

 
III. THE DEATH OF MRS. EDDY: 
 
A. Although she taught that death is "an illusion, the life of  life (Science and 

Health 584:9), Mrs. Eddy passed away on December 3, 1910. 
 
B. Today there is a self-perpetuating board of directors which governs the 

church. 
 
C. There is no way to get an accurate number of Christian Scientists today 

since the Church Manual says, "Christian Scientists shall not report for 
publication the number of the members of the Mother Church, nor that of 
the branch churches.  Observers estimate the worldwide membership at 
420,000. 

 
IV. THE CLAIMS OF CHRISTIAN SCIENCE: 
 
A. Christian Science, like many other cults, claims further revelation that goes 

"beyond the Bible." 
 
B. On page 107 of her work Science and Health, Mrs. Eddy quotes the apostle 

Paul saying, "I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached of 
me is not after man.  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ."  (Gal 1:11-12)  She follows the 
quotation with this claim, "In the year 1866, I discovered Christ Science or 
divine laws of Life, Truth, and Love and named my discovery Christian 
Science. God has been graciously preparing me during many years for the 
reception of this final revelation of the absolute divine Principle of 
scientific mental healing."  (Science and Health, 107:1-6) 

  



20 

E. She concludes:  "I won my way to absolute conclusions through divine 
revelation, reason, and demonstration.  The Revelation of Truth in the 
understanding came to me gradually and apparently through Divine Power 
(S&H 109:20-23)." 

 
F. Her claims are clear:  The revelation she received, while near death was 

divine.  She also claims exclusive truth. 
 
G. The Christian Science Church Manual states their purpose as "to 

commemorate the word and works of our master, which should reinstate 
primitive Christianity and its lost element of healing" (89th edition, p.17). 

 
H. Christian Science claims to have restored the lost element in Christianity, 

namely healing, that when applied, demonstrates itself to work.  Moreover, 
this knowledge of divine healing claims to have been revealed to Mrs. Eddy 
who is sharing this "exclusive truth" with the world. 

 
I. Christian Science thus claims to go further that the orthodox churches by 

reinstating that which was missing. 
 
V. SOURCE OF AUTHORITY: 
 
A. Mrs. Eddy claimed that she derived her teachings from the Bible, which she 

considered her final authority.  However, in practice, she claimed that her 
revelations were better and "higher" than the Bible.  Where the Bible 
contradicted her beliefs, she felt free to dismiss its authority. 

 
B. She believed that the text was seriously corrupted in both the Old and New 

Testaments.  (S&H 139:15-22) 
 
C. She also assumes there are two different contradictory creation accounts 

in Genesis, "The Science of the first record proves the falsity of the 
second.  If one is true, the other is false."  (S&H 522:3-5) 

 
D. The real authority to the practitioner is the writings of Mrs. Eddy.  She says 

of her own work:  "It is the voice of Truth to this age"  (S&H 456:27,28); 
..."The revealed Truth uncontaminated by human hypothesis (S&H 457:1-2); 
"No human pen nor tongue taught me the Science contained in this book, 
Science and Health, and neither tongue nor pen can overthrow it" (S&H 
110:16-19). 

 
VI. PHINEAS QUIMBY: 
 
A. There is strong evidence that Mrs. Eddy's "divine revelation" was 

plagiarized from Phineas Quimby's writings and ideas. 
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B. Phineas Quimby was a self-professed healer who applied hypnosis and the 
power of suggestion in affecting his cures.   He called his word, "The 
science of Christ" and "Christian Science."   

 
C. Mrs. Eddy became an enthusiastic follower of Quimby in 1862 after her 

back injury was healed by him.  She wrote letters  to the Portland Maine 
Evening Courier praising Quimby and comparing him to Jesus Christ. 

 
D. In 1921, Horatio Dresser published The Quimby Manuscripts which 

revealed many parallels and led some to comment that "Science and Health 
is all Quimby." 

 
VII. THE THEOLOGY OF CHRISTIAN SCIENCE: 
 
A. Mrs. Eddy defined God as "The great I Am; the all-knowing, all-seeing, all 

acting, all-wise, all-loving, and eternal; Principle; Mind; Soul; Spirit; Life; 
Truth; Love; all Substance; Intelligence (S&H 587:5-8).  She said that "God 
is a divine Whole, and All, an all-pervading intelligence and love, a divine, 
infinite principle" (MBE, Miscellaneous Writings p.16:21,22) 

 
B. This is actually a Pantheistic view of God, but Mrs. Eddy claimed that this 

was higher than Pantheism (Seven Messages to the Mother Church, 1907, 
p.10). 

 
C. Of Jesus Christ, Christian Science views Him as "the ideal truth that comes 

to heal sickness and sin through Christian Science, and attributes all 
power to God.  Jesus is the name of the man who, more than all other men, 
has presented Christ, the true idea of God...Jesus is the human man, and 
Christ is the divine idea; hence the duality of Jesus the Christ" (S&H 473:9-
16).  She thus believed that Jesus Christ was two separate entities and 
rejects that Jesus Christ is God.  (S&H 361:1,2,12) 

 
D. Concerning salvation she said that "Life, Truth, and Love understood and 

demonstrated as supreme over all; sin, sickness and death destroyed" 
(S&H p. 593:20-22).  To the Christian Scientist there is no such thing as sin, 
salvation in the Biblical sense is unnecessary.  She believed that sin was 
an illusion (S&H 71:2 et al).  If sin is only an illusion, how can it be 
destroyed? 

 
E. In Christian Science no evil exists.  They believe that Christ came to 

destroy the belief of sin (S&H 473:6,7).  Believing that evil was just an 
illusion too, leads to the  death of Christ on the cross for our sins was 
unnecessary. 

 
F. There seem to be many true accounts of true healings, but the God they 

offer is false and thus is not to be followed. 
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VIII. CHRISTIAN SCIENCE TERMS: 
 
Animal Magnetism:  According to C.S., this is wrong thinking, which causes the 
person to experience the illusion of evil. 
 
At-one-ment:  In Christian Science and other Gnostic cults, it is the unity between 
the mind of God and the mind of man as demonstrated by Christ. 
 
Immortal Mind:  God in Christian Science theology. 
 
Mortal Mind:  the source of illusions of evil, sickness and death. 
 
P.P. Quimby:  Early 19th century mesmerist and psychic healer from whom Mrs. 
Eddy probably learned the principles upon which she founded this movement. 
 
 

TRINITY BIBLE CHURCH 
MAY 7, 1998 

CULTS-LESSON 7 
 

MINISTERING TO THE CULTS: 
UNITARIANS 

 
I. INTRODUCTION: 
 
A. In the normal sense of the word, the Unitarians are not a "cult" in that they 

do not follow one man or claim any "special" revelations.  It is very difficult 
to classify them as anything other than liberals. 

 
B. Unitarians believe in the unity of God, rather than in the doctrine of the 

Trinity as found in the historic creeds of the Christian church. 
 
C. The term "Unitarians" also extends to religious groups dating from the 

1500's to the present who not only rejected  the doctrine of the Trinity, but 
also rejected creeds as the basis for authority in religion. 

 
II. HISTORY: 
 
A. Early supporters of Unitarianism in Europe were: 
 1. Francis David (1510-79) in Transylvania, then part of Hungary. 

2. Faustus Socinus (1539-1604), leader of the Minor Reformed Church 
in Poland. 

 3. John Biddle (1615-62) in England. 
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B. English Unitarianism was developed mainly during the late 1700's, when 
many churches that had previously been Presbyterian changed to 
Unitarian. 

 
C. The British and Foreign Unitarian Association was formed in 1825. 
 
D. In America, Unitarianism developed during the 1700's within the 

Congregational churches in New England.  The first one  in America was 
formed in 1785 when members of King's Chapel, Boston, voted to omit all 
mention of the Trinity from the service. 

 
E. The movement reacted against Calvinistic doctrines that emphasized 

human sinfulness, as well as the Trinity.  They argued that such doctrines 
were inconsistent with the Bible and contrary to reason. 

 
F. The dispute in the United States between the liberals (Unitarians) and the 

orthodox Congregationalists became so bitter that after 1805 many 
churches divided.  The Unitarians were forced to organize as a separate 
religious body. 

 
G. The most prominent supporter of the Unitarians during this period was a 

Boston clergyman named William Ellery Channing. His sermon, "Unitarian 
Christianity" (1819) was widely  accepted as a good statement of their 
position.   
1. Over 100 Unitarian churches that soon appeared through New 

England accepted this as their position. 
 2. They opposed orthodox Christianity and the revivalist movement. 

3. They held to the doctrines of the goodness of man, salvation by 
character culture, the unity of God, the humanity of Christ, and the 
immanence of God in the human heart. 

4. The  American Unitarian Association was organized in 1825 with 
125 congregations. 

 
H. Channing believed in Christianity as a divinely inspired religion proved by 

the miracles of Jesus. 
 
I. Younger Unitarian ministers soon began to argue that religious truth 

should be based on universal religious experiences rather than on the 
record of historical events of long ago.  These ministers believed that 
religious truth and inspiration could be found in traditions other than 
Christianity. 

 
J. Such ideas were addressed by Ralph Waldo Emerson in his "Divinity 

School Address" (1838), and by Theodore Parker in his sermon "The 
Transient and Permanent in Christianity" (1841).   
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K. These addresses expressed a new point of view in philosophy  and religion.  
This view was called "Transcendentalism"  because it stated that people 
have an experience of reality that "transcends (goes beyond)" the 
experience of the senses. 

 
L. Transcendentalism had a lasting effect on Unitarianism, especially in 

making it more receptive to religious ideas drawn from non-Christian 
sources. 

  
M. Since that time, two views have emerged in the denomination.    

1. One emphasizes liberal religion strongly attached to the Christian 
tradition. 

2. The other refuses to accept any such limits, and often argues that 
the modern mind, under the impact of science, has moved beyond 
Christianity altogether. 

 
III. ORGANIZATION: 
 
A. In 1865, the Unitarian churches in the United States founded a national 

conference. 
 
B. In 1925, this organization was absorbed into the American Unitarian 

Association. 
 
C. In 1961, the American Unitarian Association merged with the Universalist 

Church of America to form a new religious body, the Unitarian Universalist 
Association.  This merger brought together two groups with parallel 
histories and a similar outlook. 

 
D. The denomination is organized on the basis of congregational church 

government.  The local church has the basic authority. 
 
E. The local church strongly emphasizes individual freedom of belief and 

democratic participation in church affairs. 
 
F. Regional and national organizations provide leadership and services for 

the local churches but do not control the churches. 
 
G. Unitarianism's original area of strength was New England.  Today, they are 

found in many other parts of the United States and Canada.  Most of them 
are in urban areas with some of them being in university communities. 
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TRINITY BIBLE CHURCH 
MAY 14, 1998 

CULTS-LESSON 8 
 

MINISTERING TO THE CULTS: 
SCIENTOLOGY 

 
I. HISTORY: 
 
A. Scientology is a religio-scientific movement originated in the early 1950's 

by L. Ron Hubbard, a science fiction writer.   
 
B. Its forerunner was "Dianetics," which is the "modern science of mental 

health" and was also introduced by Hubbard in his 1950 book Dianetics: 
The Modern Science of Mental Health.     
1. He preferred to recognize the two as entirely distinct and separate 

subjects with widely different uses. 
2. Scientology, in contrast to Dianetics, introduces a theory of the role 

of the thetan (soul, life energy) in the physical universe, so in effect 
Scientology is the  theology behind the application (Dianetics). 

2. His book was originally intended to be his psycho-therapeutic 
answer to the techniques of modern psychiatry. 

3. The medical community responded with alarm, forcing Hubbard to 
formalize his theories into a religion.  He then sought tax-exempt 
status. 

 
C. "Dianetics" meaning "through the soul" promises to reveal "the single 

source of all man's insanities, psychosomatic illnesses, and neuroses." 
 
D. Scientology attempts to give the appearance that it is both a science and a 

religion.  For certain, it is not free or even cheap.  An hour of Scientology 
counseling can cost $300. 

 
E. Hubbard ran his activities like a guru from an offshore fleet of ships. 
 
F. They claim worldwide to have over 6 million followers in 35 countries.  

Defectors from the group claim that the membership may be less than 
700,000.  Over 7 million copies of his book Dianetics have been sold. 

 
G. Hubbard held a reputation as an explorer, science fiction writer and 

parabotanist (he was the first to expound the idea of communicating with 
plants). 

 
II. TEACHINGS: 
 



26 

A. It is difficult to try and understand the teachings without a crash course in 
Scientology nomenclature.  The group published a dictionary with over 
7,000 definitions for the  use of over 3,000 Dianetic words. 

 
B. Hubbard taught that mankind is descended from a race of uncreated, 

omnipotent gods called thetans, who gave up their powers to enter the 
Material-Energy-Space-Time world of Earth (MEST). 
1. Gradually, they evolved upward by reincarnation to become humans 

who could not remember their deified state. 
2. Scientologists are encouraged to awaken their dormant thetan 

potential by removing all mental blocks called engrams. 
 
C. Engrams are best described as emotional hang-ups, comparable to 

repressed memories stored in the subconscious.  By removing these, 
persons can realize their true personhood, achieving total power and 
control over MEST. 

 
D. Engrams are said to be traumatic experiences in past lives. 

1. The "analytical mind" reasons, but the "reactive mind" simply 
records the engrams, which impede spiritual progress. 

2. According to the Dianetic theory, every incident experienced by the 
individual is recorded in compete detail as a mental image picture.   

3. Incidents that contain pain or unconsciousness are not completely 
available to the individual on a totally reasoning or analytic level.  

4. Dianetics teaches the techniques for removing (clearing) all 
engrams. 

5. When restimulated by later but related experiences, the content of 
these recordings causes irrational behavior not pertinent to current 
environmental situations.    

6. Therapy requires confrontation of all incidents, current and past, that 
are joined together like links of a chain. 

 
E. The one who joins Scientology goes through a preclear (PC), which is an 

audit designed to discover his engrams. 
1. This is done by a galvanometer called an E-Meter, which measures 

the resistance to electric current by recording galvanic skin 
responses. 

2. As with a polygraph, the instructor (auditor) asks a series of 
questions while the student holds the two tin cans of the E-Meter in 
his hands.  (More elaborate models are available for a donation of 
$215). 

 3. Scientologists compare this to a church confessional. 
4. Those who remove the psychic hindrances of their engrams are said 

to be clear and are functioning  thetans who has audited out his 
reactive mind responses. 
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F. Scientologists have tried to keep a clean image, publicly attacking drugs, 
adultery and premarital sex.  Members are usually clean, respectable and 
middle class. 

 
G. Church ministers were the conventional black clothing and white collar. 

They talk at length of their anti-drug abuse program, called Narcanon, and 
their efforts with prisoners and the mentally retarded. 

 1. They even sport crosses although it isn't representative of Christ. 
2. They believe the cross to have ancient religious connotations with 

the bar denoting matter and the vertical symbolizing spirit. 
 
H. When their teachings and tactics are questioned, they are not prone to 

"turn the other cheek."  Their founder says  "you only get hurt when you 
duck."   
1. They have harassed, intimidated and defamed their critics, which 

was discovered in an FBI raid on church headquarters, which turned 
up a "hit list." 

2. The government charged church officials with spearheading 
breakins at several government offices to acquire documents that 
might embarrass and silence certain opponents. 

3. Seven Scientologists including the founder's wife were found guilty 
of conspiring to obstruct justice. 

 
I. Ethics and legality of conduct are not the foremost criteria for evaluating 

any system of belief.  One must be concerned with the relationship to the 
Bible. 

 
J. A major creed of Scientology is that "man is good" which is consistent with 

the Dianetic belief that man is descended from the gods and may someday 
reclaim his thetan potential. 

 
K. Other doctrines include astral travel, regression to past lives, and the "urge 

toward existence as spirits" (Scientology Dynamic number 7). 
 
L. Hubbard claimed that his teachings were "the road to spiritual freedom." 

1. Hubbard declared Dianetics to be "the spiritual heir of Buddhism in 
the Western world." 

 2. How could one find freedom in nonexistent past lives? 
 
M. Hubbard died January 24, 1986 at age 74. 
 
N. Heber C. Jentzsch assumed leadership of the movement. 
 
O. One of Hubbard's survivor's was his eldest son, Ronald E. DeWolf, who 

changed his name to remove any association with his father.   
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1. His son referred to him as "one of the biggest con men of this 
century," who practiced black magic while under the influence of 
drugs. 

2. His son also said that his father had many mistresses and was 
plagued by venereal disease. 

 
 TRINITY BIBLE CHURCH 

MAY 21, 1998 
CULTS-LESSON 9 

 
MINISTERING TO THE CULTS 

ISLAM 
 
I. INTRODUCTION: 
 
A. The Muslim or Moslem faith is a major driving force in the lives of many of 

the nations in the Middle East, West Asia and North Africa. 
 
B. This is the fastest growing religion in the world today. 
 
C. It contains many militants, but the vast majority is not of this military 

variety. 
 
D. The impact of Islam makes it worthy of study for within a century of the 

death of its founder the Muslim Empire had stretched throughout Southern 
France, Spain, North Africa, Central Asia and China.  It also made advances 
in Eastern Europe, Africa, India and Southeast Asia. 

 
E. Today it numbers over 450 million adherents which dominate more than 

three dozen countries and are drawn from all different races. 
 
F. The word "Islam" is a noun formed from the Arabic verb meaning "to 

submit, surrender or commit oneself."  With the translation comes the idea 
of action and not stagnation.  The very act of submissive commitment is at 
the heart of Islam, not simply a passive acceptance and surrender in 
doctrine.  "Muslim" which is another noun form of the same verb means, 
"the one who submits." 

 
II. HISTORY: 
 
A. The early history revolves around one central figure, Muhammad (aka 

Muhammed, Mohammed meaning "The Praised One"), although the origin 
of the faith is a mixture of different religions.  His given name was Ubu'l 
Kassim. 
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B. Muhammad was born around 570 A.D. in the city of Mecca in Arabia.  His 
father died before his birth and his mother died when he was six.  He was 
raised by his grandfather and uncle. 

 
C. At the age of 25, he married a wealthy 40-year-old widow named Khadijah. 
 
D. Muhammad in his early life frequently went to caves for seclusion and 

meditation.  He frequently practiced fasting and was prone to dreams. 
 
E. He was clearly dissatisfied with the polytheism and superstitions of Mecca 

and became passionately convinced of the existence and transcendence of 
one true God.  It is clear that at some point in his life he absorbed much 
teaching from the Talmud and had contact with Christianity. 

 
F. Muhammad is described as a poet rather than theologian and an 

improvisor rather than a systematic thinker.  He was simple in his tastes 
and kindly in his disposition.  He was generous, resolute, genial and astute.  
He was also a shrewd judge and a leader of men.  It was also known that he 
could be cruel to his enemies, could stoop to assassination and he was 
undeniably sensual.  He was at war within himself. 

 
G. As Muhammad grew he came to believe in only one God, Allah.  By the age 

of 40 he had had his first vision, which he recorded in the Qur'an (Koran).  
He was at first unsure of these visions, whether they were divine or 
demonic, but his wife convinced him they were from God.  She was his first 
convert. 

 
H. An important early convert was a wealthy merchant named Abu Bakr, who 

eventually became one of his successors. 
 
I. They say that his visions resembled the Hebrew prophets.  One time the 

angel Gabriel supposedly appeared to him.  Muhammad wrestled with the 
thought of being possessed by demons or "Jinn" as they were called.  He 
later dismissed the idea. 

 
J. Around 610 A.D., when he was going to throw himself off a cliff, he 

supposedly heard a voice from heaven hailing him as the Apostle of God.  
He saw a vision of a figure astride the horizon which turned him from his 
purpose and rooted him to the spot for a long period of time. 

 
K. Muhammad was rejection and ostracized in Mecca, and he and his 

followers withdrew to a city now named Medina which means "City of the 
Prophet."  This is known as "The Flight" and occurred on July 16, 622.  All 
Islamic calendars mark this date as their beginning.  Thus, 630 A.D. would 
be 8 A.H. which means in the "year of the flight." 
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L. In the early years in Medina, Muhammad was sympathetic to both the Jews 
and Christians, but they rejected him and his teaching.  Upon that rejection, 
Muhammad turned from Jerusalem as the center of worship of Islam to 
Mecca.  He returned to Mecca and conquered the city. 

 
M. The Black Stone called the Ka'aba was enshrined in Mecca.  Upon his 

return he honored the stone by riding seven times around the shrine.  Then 
he order the destruction of the idols within and had paintings of Abraham 
and the angels scraped from the walls.  He placed boundary pillars defining 
the sacred territory around Mecca. 

 
N. Active opponents of his were conquered by the sword and even far away 

tribes were invited to send delegations offering their allegiance.  He felt like 
he was on the way to unifying the Arab tribes under a theocracy governed 
by the will of God when he died suddenly in 632. 

 
O. Muhammad died without designating a successor called a "Caliph" and the 

seeds of three different factions began. 
 
III. THE FACTIONS: 
 
A. The first faction called the Sunnis (followers of the prophet's way) believed 

that the Caliph should be elected by the Islamic leadership. 
1. Through the conflict four recognized, orthodox schools of Islamic 

thought emerged. 
2. All four groups accept the Koran, the "Sunna" (the practice of the 

prophet as expressed in Hadith meaning the traditions), and the 
Shari'a referring to the four bases of Islamic Law found in the Koran, 
the Hadith, the Ij'ma' (the concensus of the Muslim community) and 
the Q'yas being the use of analytical reason. 

 
B. The second faction is the Shi'a who believed the position of Caliph should 

be hereditary and should go to Ali, Muhammad's son-in-law, who married 
his only daughter, Fatima. 

 1. Ali and his two sons were murdered which caused serious problems. 
2. These adherents wanted people to accept this divine succession 

even though there were no more direct descendents. 
 3. They began in Iraq, but now totally dominate Iran. 
 
C. The third faction is the Sufis who reacted to the legalistic, mechanical 

religious system and became known as "mystics" who sought the direct 
personal experience of the Divine as Muhammad had done in his early life 
in the caves. 

 1. The Sufis exist today. 
2. They are best known through their Dervish Orders (e.g. "the whirling 

Dervish") 
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D. There are many other sects and divergent groups in Islam.  The Baha'i 

Faith, although significantly different than Islam had its roots in this 
system. 

 
IV. FAITH AND DUTY: 
 
A. Islam embraces not only religion but culture and thus its future is 

dependent upon the state of the nations is has. 
 
B. Why it is growing so rapidly: 
 1. It has a strong political and cultural base. 
 2. It has the appeal of a universal message. 
 3. It has a simple creed and tenets. 
 4. Anyone is invited to enter. 
 5. It doctrines (5) and pillars (5) can be easily communicated. 

6. In the West it is appealing to the universal brotherhood of man, world 
peace, temperance, and the uplifting of women. 

 
C. The teachings of Islam are comprised both of faith (imam) and duty (din). 
 1. This is a combination of theology and jurisprudence. 
 2. The theology defines all that a man should believe. 
 3. The law defines all that a man should do. 

4. The law embraces every detail of human life, from the prohibition of 
crime to the use of the toothpick. 

5. It is the "science of all things, human and divine," and divides all 
actions into what is obligatory or enjoined, what is praiseworthy or 
recommended, what is permitted or legally indifferent, what is 
disliked or deprecated, and what is forbidden.  This is 
characteristically Sunni. 

 
D. The Qur'an (Koran) is the authoritative scripture of Islam.  They believe it to 

be the Word of God and is the main guide for all matters of faith and 
practice. 
1. Muhammad had other revelations including the Torat (of Moses), the 

Suhuf (prophets), the Zabur (psalms of David), the Injil (gospel of 
Jesus).  (Notice that there are only revelations from God, not 
revelations of God) 

2. The Koran is the only one of which the original text still exists.  The 
others are greatly corrupted. 

3. The Koran is viewed as infallible and supercedes all other books 
which have been corrupted.  Thus the "gospel of Jesus" is Jesus 
according to the Koran.  To them He was another prophet but not 
divine. 

4. There is division within Islamic scholars on whether or not all of the 
Koran is true or just part of it. 
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5. The Koran was written in Arabic and Muslims believe it should be 
studied in Arabic, therefore there are no authoritative translations 
recognized. 

 
E. The Five Articles of Faith: 

1. God.  There is only one true God and his name is Allah who is all-
knowing, all-powerful and the sovereign judge.  Yet Allah is not a 
personal God, for he is so far above man in every way that he is not 
personally knowable.  Allah is said to be loving, but this attribute is 
almost ignored, believing that his justice overrules his love.  He is 
the source of both good and evil and his will is supreme. 

2. Angels.  Their existence is fundamental to Islamic teaching because 
Gabriel supposedly gave the revelations to Muhammad.  Al Shaytan 
is the devil and most likely a fallen angel or a Jinn (a creature 
between angels and men which can be either good or evil).  All 
angels have different purposes.  Each man or woman has two 
recording angels-one who records the good deeds and one who 
records the bad deeds. 

3. Scripture.  There are four inspired books.  They are the Torah of 
Moses, the Psalms of David, The Gospel of Jesus Christ and the 
Koran.  The first three were "reinspired" in Muhammad because the 
Jews and Christians had corrupted them so much. 

4. Prophets.  God speaks through numerous prophets.  The six 
greatest are Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad. 

5. Last Days.  The last day will be a time of resurrection and judgment.  
Those who follow and obey Muhammad will go to Islamic heaven, 
called Paradise.  Those who don't will be tormented in hell. 

6. Kismet.  This is actually a sixth article of faith but even though some 
do not view it as such, they agree it is a central teaching of Islam.  
This is the belief in Allah's decree's called Kismet or fate.  It is an 
extremely rigid view of predestination that states that all good or evil 
proceeds from the divine will. 

 
F. The Five Pillars of Faith:  (Required Observances) 

1. The Creed (Kalima).  "There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is 
the Prophet of Allah," which must be publicly stated aloud to become 
a Muslim.  It is constantly repeated by the faithful. 

2. Prayer (Salat).  Prayer as ritual is central to a devout Muslim, praying 
five times a day.  First upon rising, then at noon, midafternoon, after 
sunset, and before retiring.  The content of the prayers are 
prescribed as well as the form in which they are done. 

3. Almsgiving (Zakat).  Muhammad who was himself an orphan had a 
strong desire to help the needy.  Muslims are required to give 1/40th 
of all their income to help the needy.  There are other rules and 
regulations for other income.  This helps them to salvation. 
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4. Fasting (Ramadan).  There is a daily fast from sunup to sundown 
each day during this holy month. 

5. The Pilgrimage (Hajj).  A trip to Mecca at least once during one's life 
is essential in gaining salvation.  This trip involves a set of 
ceremonies and rituals that center around the Ka'aba shrine.  The 
Meccans claimed descend from Abraham through Ishmael, and 
tradition stated that their temple, Ka'aba, had been built by Abraham 
for the worship of one God.  It was still called the house of Allah. 

6. The last religious duty is Jihad or Holy War which is required as the 
situation warrants so as to spread Islam or defend it.  One who dies 
in a Jihad is guaranteed eternal life. 

 
G. The Family. 
 1. The family is of central importance in Islam. 
 2. Marriage is required for every Muslim, even the ascetics. 

3. Men may not have more than four wives, but may have as many 
concubines as they choose. 

 4. A Muslim may divorce his wife at any time for any reason. 
5. Other practices include the veiling of women, circumcision, 

abstention from alcohol, gambling and certain foods, which are seen 
as vices from the West. 

 
V. ISLAM'S VIEW OF JESUS CHRIST: 
 
A. The Muslim view of resurrection of Christ is different from the Christian 

view. 
 1. Some do not believe Jesus was crucified. 
 2. Some believe Judas was crucified in His place. 
 3. Some believe that He did not die on the cross. 
 4. Some believe that God took him to heaven without dying. 
 
B. Islam does believe Jesus was a sinless prophet although not as great as 

Muhammad. 
 
C. They believe that Jesus was born of a virgin, but that an angel, not the Holy 

Spirit, was the agent.  The idea of Allah having a son is repugnant to them.  
Jesus was a messenger of Allah, but not the son of God and certainly not 
God. 

 
D. To the Muslim, sin is a lack of obedience to Allah, thus man is sinful by act 

only, not by nature.  Muslim Law, which is harsh and rigid, administers 
justice for sins, thus the individual has paid for his own sin and needs no 
other deliverer. 

 
E. Islam was founded by a dead prophet; Christianity by a risen Savior. 
 



34 

TRINITY BIBLE CHURCH 
MAY 28, 1998 

CULTS-LESSON 10 
 

MINISTERING TO THE CULTS 
JUDAISM 

 
I. INTRODUCTION: 
 
A. Judaism does not fall into the category of a cult, but rather a world religion. 
 
B. Christianity traces its roots to Judaism, not supplanting it but rather 

fulfilling it. 
 
C. One cannot hold to the Bible as God's divine revelation without recognizing 

the place that God has given historic Judaism. 
 
D. Judaism has undergone many changes throughout its long history and has 

at times been intimate with the true God, serving Him in spirit and deed.  At 
other times it has moved far from God's will. 

 
II. HISTORY: 
 
A. Judaism had its origin when Abram received a divine call from the one true 

God.  Hen 12:1-3 
 
B. The promise made to Abraham included descendants who would inherit a 

land forever.  The covenant was repeated to Isaac and Jacob, his son and 
grandson. 

 
C. Abraham's descendants migrated to Egypt where they were later enslaved 

and cried out for a deliverer. 
 
D. God raised up Moses who would deliver them from bondage.  After their 

miraculous delivery from Egypt, God gave them the Law that established 
them as a nation. 

 
E. Under the leadership of Joshua, Moses' successor, the Jews took the 

Promised Land by conquering the inhabitants. 
 
F. Following The Conquest came a period of about 350 years known as the 

Judges. 
 
G. Israel then had their first king in Saul, and their second king named David 

who conquered Jerusalem and established it as Israel's capital. 
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H.    After the death of David's son, Solomon, the kingdom divided into the 
North and South.  The Northern Kingdom fell in 721 B.C. to the Assyrians 
and the Southern Kingdom fell in 586 B.C. to the Babylonians.  This led to 
the Jews being placed in exile for a period of 70 years. 

 
I. After they were restored, they fell under the Greek culture brought about by 

Alexander the Great, and then the Ptolemy’s of Egypt.  During this time the 
Hebrew Old Testament was translated into Greek.  This writing is known as 
the Septuagint and was for the benefit of those Jews who no longer read 
Hebrew. 

 
J. The people soon became a part of the Syrian Kingdom and when Antiochus 

IV Epiphanes tried to suppress Judaism, the people revolted and in 167 
B.C. a rebellion led by Judas Maccabaeus gave independence to the nation.  
The festival of Hanukkah celebrates this independence today. 

 
K. Independence was short-lived because the Roman general Pompey made 

Israel a vassal state of Rome in 63 B.C. placing puppet leaders over the 
people, causing unrest and rebellion. 

 
L. The Roman general Titus destroyed the city of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. and 

scattered the inhabitants.  Several rebellions arose after that trying to 
recapture the land with the last being the Bar Kokhba Rebellion of 132-135 
A.D. 

 
M. When Christianity became the state religion of the Roman Empire in 325 

A.D., the Jews were seen as an accursed race and the center of Jewish life 
soon moved to Babylonia, a non-Christian country.  The Jews did not gain 
an independent homeland in Israel until 1948. 

 
III. STATEMENT OF FAITH: 
 
A. One of the great figures of Jewish history was Moses Maimonides, a 

Spanish Jew who lived in the 12th century A.D.  Maimonides, a systematic 
thinker, tried to condense basic Jewish beliefs into the form of a creed.  
Although criticized by some, his creed is still followed by traditional 
Judaism. 

 
B. The Creed: 

1. I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, is 
the Creator and Guide of everything that has been created; and He 
alone has made, does make, and will make all things. 

2. I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, is 
One, and that there is no unity in any manner like unto His, and that 
He alone is our God, who was, and is, and will be. 
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3. I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, is 
not a body, and that He is free from all the properties of matter, and 
that He has not any form whatever. 

4. I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, is 
the first and the last. 

5. I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name,  
and to Him alone, it is right to pray, and that it is not right to pray to 
any being besides Him. 

  6. I believe with perfect faith that all the words of the prophets are true. 
7. I believe with perfect faith that the prophecy of Moses, our teacher, 

peace be unto him, was true, and that he was the chief of the 
prophets, both of those who preceded and of those who followed 
him. 

8. I believe with perfect faith that the whole Torah, now in our 
possession, is the same that was given to Moses, our teacher, peace 
be unto him. 

9. I believe with perfect faith that this Torah will not be changed, and 
that there will never be any other Law from the Creator, blessed be 
His Name. 

10. I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, 
knows every deed of the children of men, and all their thoughts, as it 
is said.  It is He that fashioned the hearts of them all, that gives heed 
to all their works. 

11. I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, 
rewards those that keep His commandments and punishes those 
that transgress them. 

12. I believe with perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah; and, though 
he tarry, I will wait daily for his coming. 

13. I believe with perfect faith that there will be a revival of the dead at 
the time when it shall please the Creator, blessed be His Name, and 
exalted be His Fame for ever and ever.  For Thy salvation I hope, O 
Lord. 

 
IV. JEWISH HOLY DAYS: 
 
A. The cycle of Jewish holy days is called the "sacred round."  Based on the 

ancient Jewish calendar, these holy days serve to remind Jews regularly of 
significant historical events in which God displayed His covenant with 
them and to give them regular opportunity to display their commitment to 
God. 

 
B. The Sabbath commemorates God's completed work of creation and is 

designed as a day of joy and thanksgiving. 
 
C. The Passover celebrates their deliverance from Egypt. 
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D. Shabuot, the feast of weeks, comes seven weeks after Passover 
commemorating the giving of the Ten Commandments.  In ancient times 
the farmer would bring his firstfruits to the temple and offer them to God.  
On this day the Ten Commandments are read and the book of Ruth is 
recited. 

 
E. Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year, celebrated on the first two days of 

the month of Tishri (Sept-Oct), and is designed to be a day of solemn 
reflection on the deeds of the past year and the hopes for the coming one. 

 
F. Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement is celebrated ten days after Rosh 

Hashanah and is devoted to the confession of sins and reconciliation with 
God.  The day is spent in fasting and forgiveness. 

 
G. Sukkoth, the Feast of Tabernacles or Booths commemorates the 

ingathering of the harvest and is one of three pilgrim feasts that were made 
annually to the Temple of Jerusalem.  The booths refer to the temporary 
shelters used during this pilgrimage. 

 
H. Hanukkah is observed for eight days in midwinter and is the only major 

feast that does not have a Biblical source.  It celebrates the deliverance 
from Antiochus IV Epiphanes in 167 B.C. 

 
V. THE THREE BRANCHES OF JUDAISM: 
 
A. Orthodox Judaism designates the traditionalists who are united in their 

upholding of the Law. 
1. There is a diversity of beliefs about the Law within this group. 
2. However, all are united concerning the historical event at Sinai, their 

acceptance of the Divine Law in its Written and Oral forms, the 
authority of duly qualified rabbis and the Talmud. 

3. This group observes most of the traditional dietary and ceremonial 
laws of Judaism. 

4. It also adheres to the inspiration of the Old Testament, but gives 
greater authority to the Torah. 

 
B. Conservative Judaism is kind of a middle ground between the Orthodox 

and Reformed movements. 
1. It was founded in the 19th century and quickly gained strength in 

Germany and the United States. 
2. In 1918, their message was communicated that Jewish people should 

be "at home" in all lands. 
3. Thus, they opposed the idea that Palestine should be considered the 

"homeland" of the Jews. 
4. This group believed that their mission was to witness to people all 

over the world and that they did not need one particular homeland. 
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C. Reformed Judaism is the liberal wing. 

1. Abraham Geiger (1810-74) is essentially the founder of this branch.  
He basically rejected any revealed doctrines claiming that scientific 
man cannot accept revelation because it offers no proof. 

2. He viewed the land of a Jews citizenship as the land of the Jew. 
3. Geiger saw the Torah as a source of ethics which becomes a matter 

of individual decision but is not binding. 
4. The Messianic hope he viewed as fulfilled in Jewish Emancipation. 
5. Torah was now to be formed by education, sermon and worship. 
6. This view assumes that the cultural and racial heritage of Jews 

produced and molded the religious life. 
7. There is very little consensus of doctrinal belief in Reform Judaism. 

 
VI. DOCTRINE: 
 
A. The Messiah: 

1. The meaning has undergone many changes during Jewish history. 
2. Originally, it was believed that God would send His special 

messenger, delivering Israel from her oppressors and instituting 
peace and freedom. 

3. Today, any idea of a personal messiah has been all but abandoned 
and has been substituted with the hope of a messianic age 
characterized by truth and justice. 

4. From the time of Jesus until Moses Hayyim Luzatto who died in 1747, 
there have been at least 34 different prominent Jews who have 
claimed to be the Messiah. 

5. These self-proclaimed Messiahs promised salvation from political, 
economic and cultural oppression rather than spiritual salvation. 

6. None of these rose from the dead. 
 
B. God: 

1. The Orthodox concept is based on the Old Testament. 
2. It is not at odds with Christianity. 

 
C. Salvation: 

1. Judaism, while admitting the existence of sin, its abhorrence by God, 
and the necessity for atonement, has not developed a system of 
salvation teaching as found in Christianity. 

2. Atonement is accomplished by sacrifices, penitence, good deeds 
and a little of God's grace.  There is no concept of substitutionary 
atonement. 

3. A Jew who believes that man is justified by works of the law should 
hold the belief that man can only demand strict justice from God and 
ask God to "give me what I deserve, neither more nor less; I do not 
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need your mercy, only your strict justice," yet in the daily morning 
prayer they all ask for mercy. 

4. While they do believe in God's mercy, they do not believe that any 
substitutionary atonement can once and for all time cleanse from 
sin.  cf Heb 10 

 
D. Original Sin: 

1. Judaism holds no concept of original sin and thus no sense of total 
depravity or unworthiness. 

2. Judaism's emphasis is on original virtue and righteousness, 
although acknowledging that man does commit acts of sin. 

3. Atonement for sin is achieved by works of righteousness, which 
include repentance, prayer and good deeds.  Thus there is no need 
for a spiritual savior. 

 
VII. A COMMON HERITAGE: 
 
A. Although there are marked differences between Judaism and Christianity, 

there is a distinctly common heritage. 
 
B. The Jewish writer, Pinchas Lapide, says, "We Jews and Christians are 

joined in brotherhood at the deepest level, so deep in fact that we have 
overlooked it and missed the forest of brotherhood for the trees of 
theology.  We have an intellectual and spiritual kinship, which goes deeper 
than dogmatics, hermeneutics, and exegesis.  We are brothers in a 
manifold "elective affinity" 
- in the belief in one God our Father, 
- in the hope of His salvation, 
- in ignorance of His ways, 
- in humility before His omnipotence, 
- in the knowledge that we belong to Him, not He to us, 
- in love and reverence for God, 
- in doubt about our wavering fidelity, 
- in the paradox that we are dust and yet the image of God, 
- in the consciousness that God wants us as partners in the 

sanctification of the world, 
- in the condemnation of arrogant religious chauvinism, 
- in the conviction that love of God is crippled without love of 

neighbor, 
- in the knowledge that all speech about God must remain in a 

stammering on our way to Him (Pinchas Lapide, Israelis, Jews and 
Jesus, p.2) 

 
C. The book of Galatians gives us God's view of Jews and Gentiles today 

showing how whether Jew or Gentile, we are all pointed to Jesus Christ.  
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