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The Passover-God's Object Lessons 
 

The Feast of the Passover was instituted in conjunction with the 10th Plague on 

Egypt and it a picture of God’s deliverance from slavery.  Exo 12:21-27 
Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, " Go and take for 
yourselves lambs according to your families, and slay the Passover lamb. 22 " You shall 
take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood which is in the basin, and apply some of 
the blood that is in the basin to the lintel and the two doorposts; and none of you shall 
go outside the door of his house until morning. 23 "For the Lord will pass through to 
smite the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two 
doorposts, the Lord will pass over the door and will not allow the destroyer to come in to 
your houses to smite you. 24 "And you shall observe this event as an ordinance for you 
and your children forever. 25 "When you enter the land which the Lord will give you, as 
He has promised, you shall observe this rite. 26 "And when your children say to you, 
'What does this rite mean to you?' 27 you shall say, 'It is a Passover sacrifice to the 
Lord  who passed over the houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when He smote the 
Egyptians, but spared our homes.'" And the people bowed low and worshiped.  
 

A. The Ordinances: 
 

1. There was a strict set of regulations concerning participation in the Feast 

of the Passover.  This was a picture of the importance of obedience to 

God’s commands and His deliverance.  Ex 12:42  
 It is a night to be observed for the Lord for having brought them out from the land 

of Egypt; this night is for the Lord, to be observed by all the sons of Israel 
throughout their generations. 

 

2.   All the congregation of Israel was to keep the passover, showing the 

universal nature of the promises to Abraham and God’s desire for all to 

participate.  Exo 12:47  
 "All the congregation of Israel are to celebrate this. 
 

3.   No unbeliever, known as a “stranger,” who had not joined into the 

Covenant was to eat, which taught that this ritual was for followers of 

Yahweh. Exo 12:43-45  (a picture of the reality, not the reality)  
 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "This is the ordinance of the Passover: no 

foreigner is to eat of it; 44 but every man's slave purchased with money, after you 
have circumcised him, then he may eat of it. 45 "A sojourner or a hired servant 
shall not eat of it. 

 

4. The “Strangers” were invited to comply and participate, indicating God’s 

openness to share the blessings. Exo 12:48-49  



2 

 "But if a stranger sojourns with you, and celebrates the Passover to the Lord, let 
all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near to celebrate it; and he 
shall be like a native of the land. But no uncircumcised person may eat of it. 49 
"The same law shall apply to the native as to the stranger who sojourns among 
you." 

 

5.   All leaven was to be put away from their houses for seven days prior to 

Passover, thus establishing the Feast of Unleavened Bread which pictures 

the Perfect Bread from Heaven and spiritual cleansing.  Exo 13:6-7 
For seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there 
shall be a feast to the Lord. 7 "Unleavened bread shall be eaten throughout the 
seven days; and nothing leavened shall be seen among you, nor shall any leaven 
be seen among you in all your borders.  

 

6. The Passover Lamb: 

a.   Each family was to single out the best and healthiest yearling from 

their herd, or purchase one. 

b.   The family had to watch it for four days to make sure it was healthy 

and without defect. Lev 12:1-6 (from the 10th to the 14th of Nisan) 

c.   The family became attached to the lamb for they were to observe it to 

be sure that is was unblemished. It was to show that perfect 

atonement required a perfect sacrifice. Not a bone was to be broken.  

Deut 15:19-21 
"You shall consecrate to the Lord your God all the firstborn males that are 
born of your herd and of your flock; you shall not work with the firstborn of 
your herd, nor shear the firstborn of your flock. 20 "You and your 
household shall eat it every year before the Lord your God in the place 
which the Lord chooses. 21 "But if it has any defect, such as lameness or 
blindness, or any serious defect, you shall not sacrifice it to the Lord your 
God.  

 

7. Messiah would be the reality behind the symbol of the lamb.  Isa 53:7 
He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth;  Like a 
lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, 
So He did not open His mouth.  

 

8. Prophets knew and explained the symbolism.  John 1:25-34 
They asked him, and said to him, "Why then are you baptizing, if you are not the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 26 John answered them saying, " I baptize in 
water, but among you stands One whom you do not know. 27 "It is  He who 
comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie." 28 These 
things took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 29 
The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world! 30 "This is He on behalf of whom I said, ' 
After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.' 
31 "I did not recognize Him, but so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came 



3 

baptizing in water." 32 John testified saying, " I have seen the Spirit descending 
as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him. 33 "I did not recognize 
Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to me, 'He upon whom you see 
the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes in 
the Holy Spirit.' 34 "I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of 
God."  

 

9.   The people would sacrifice an innocent lamb and then roast it which 

speaks of God's judgment of an Innocent One for the Guilty.  1 Pet 1:17-19 
If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's 
work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 
knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold 
from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious 
blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  

a.   They killed the lamb by the door and the blood ran into a little trench 

cut in front of the thresholds to keep the house from flooding. 

b.   Then they dipped the hyssop branch and placed some blood on the 

lintel  (the horizontal piece above the door) and then on the two 

doorposts-thus making the sign of the cross.  The door was "sealed 

on all four sides by the blood of the lamb. 

c.   Jesus had blood on his head, hands and feet and became the door 

that the Jews went through on Passover, reminding them of the role 

of the Shepherd.  John 10:9 

 

10.   All participants were required to eat the passover in one house, not divide 

the lamb among many houses, pointing to the importance of family and 

Patriarchal responsibility to teach his children.  Exo 12:46 
"It is to be eaten in a single house; you are not to bring forth any of the flesh 
outside of the house, nor are you to break any bone of it.  

 

11.   The lamb was to be totally eaten in one night, portraying salvation as a one 

time act of faith. Exo 34:25 
You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with leavened bread, nor is the 
sacrifice of the Feast of the Passover to be left over until morning.  

 

12.   They must offer the sacrifice only at the place appointed by God, pointing 

to the importance of strict obedience.  Deut 16:1-8 
"Observe the month of Abib and celebrate the Passover to the Lord your God, for 
in the month of Abib the Lord your God brought you out of Egypt by night. 2 "You 
shall sacrifice the Passover to the Lord your God from the flock and the herd, in 
the place where the Lord chooses to establish His name. 3 " You shall not eat 
leavened bread with it; seven days you shall eat with it unleavened bread, the 
bread of affliction (for you came out of the land of Egypt in haste), so that you 
may remember all the days of your life the day when you came out of the land of 
Egypt. 4 "For seven days no leaven shall be seen with you in all your territory, 
and none of the flesh which you sacrifice on the evening of the first day shall 
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remain overnight until morning. 5 "You are not allowed to sacrifice the Passover 
in any of your towns which the Lord your God is giving you; 6 but at the place 
where the Lord your God chooses to establish His name, you shall sacrifice the 
Passover in the evening at sunset, at the time that you came out of Egypt. 7 "You 
shall cook and eat it in the place which the Lord your God chooses. In the 
morning you are to return to your tents. 8 "Six days you shall eat unleavened 
bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a solemn assembly to the Lord your 
God; you shall do no work on it.  

 

13.   All the males of the congregation must appear before the Lord at the 

Passover time, pointing to the widespread nature of the command.  Exo 

23:14-17 
 "Three times a year you shall celebrate a feast to Me. 15 "You shall observe the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread; for seven days you are to eat unleavened bread, as 
I commanded you, at the appointed time in the month Abib, for in it you came out 
of Egypt. And none shall appear before Me empty-handed. 16 "Also you shall 
observe  the Feast of the Harvest of the first fruits of your labors from what you 
sow in the field; also the Feast of the Ingathering at the end of the year when you 
gather in the fruit of your labors from the field. 17 " Three times a year all your 

males shall appear before the LordGod. Exo 34:23 Three times a year all your 
males are to appear before the LordGod, the God of Israel.  

 

B. The Order of Service at 
The Passover Meal 

 

1.   First the host recited "KIDDUSH" over the first cup of wine, which was a 

 prayer that dedicated the meal to God.  "Blessed are you, O Lord our God, 
 who has created the fruit of the vine. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who 
 has sustained us and enabled us to reach this season. 

 

2.   Next was a ceremonial washing of hands led by the host, which was 

designed to portray the confession of sins.  1 John 1:9 

 

3.   At this point a servant brought in a portable table of food and the first 

dipping of food took place.  This was a raw vegetable, usually lettuce, 

which was considered a Bitter Herb.  The head of the feast dipped the 

vegetable into salt water (preservative) or vinegar (cleansing) and passed it 

around to all at the table. The Bitter Herbs portrayed the hardships under 

the Egyptian slavery and oppression for four hundred years. It was also a 

reminder that the firstborn children of Israel lived because the Perfect 

Passover Lamb died. 

 

4.   After this dipping, the food was removed from the table.  Then the host 

poured the second cup of wine, but the participants did not drink it yet. 
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Removing the food without eating the main course was a procedure 

designed to raise curiosity. 

 

5.   The next step was for the youngest son to ask questions.   

 a.   Why only unleavened bread this night? 

 b.   Why only bitter herbs this night? 

 c.   Why only roasted meat this night? 

 

6.   The father explained by telling of Israel's history, the promise to Abraham, 

the slavery and deliverance from Egypt.  Then they sang Psalm 113 and 114 

and drank the second cup. 

Psa 113  
Praise the Lord!Praise, O servants of the Lord.Praise the name of the Lord. 2 
Blessed be the name of the LordFrom this time forth and forever. 3 From the 
rising of the sun to its settingThe name of the Lord is to be praised. 4 The Lord is 
high above all nations;His glory is above the heavens.  
5 Who is like the Lord our God,Who is enthroned on high, 6 Who humbles 
Himself to beholdThe things that are in heaven and in the earth? 7 He raises the 
poor from the dust,And lifts the needy from the ash heap, 8 To make them sit 
with princes,With the princes of His people. 9 He makes the barren woman abide 
in the houseAs a joyful mother of children. Praise the Lord!  

Psa 114  
When Israel went forth from Egypt,The house of Jacob from a people of strange 
language, 2 Judah became His sanctuary,Israel, His dominion.  
3 The sea looked and fled;The Jordan turned back. 4 The mountains skipped like 
rams,The hills, like lambs. 5 What ails you, O sea, that you flee?O Jordan, that 
you turn back? 6 O mountains, that you skip like rams? O hills, like lambs?  
7 Tremble, O earth, before the Lord,Before the God of Jacob, 8 Who turned the 
rock into a pool of water,The flint into a fountain of water.  

 

7.   Next they washed their hands a second time as an act of respect for the 

unleavened bread they were about to eat, as a reminder of their quick 

deliverance from Egypt.  

a.   They were not to eat this meal with leaven, nor to have leaven for 

seven days afterward, which is a picture of sanctification. 

b.   Leaven is CHOMETZ meaning “bitter” or “sour” which is a picture of 

sin. 

c.   Leaven causes dough to expand so the end product has more 

volume but the same weight and thus less density. This is a picture 

of the sin of arrogance, which Jesus did not have. 

d.   Hebrew women used the last piece of leavened bread to place leaven 

in the  new loaf, which is a picture of the imputation of Adam’s sin. 

e.   Unleavened bread (MATZO) means without sourness, thus sweet. 

f.   It pictured breaking the cycle of sin-which was done by the Passover 

Lamb, thus they did not put away leaven to be redeemed but 

because they were redeemed. 
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8.  The host broke one of the wafers and pronounced two blessings on the 

bread-one of thanksgiving to Him who brings forth bread-the other for the 

commandment to eat unleavened bread.  Traditionally, these blessings 

were spoken over bread that had first been broken to show humility, 

remembering that the poor only had broken bread.  

Afikoman (Hebrew language: ןמוקיפא, based on Greek, epikomen or 

epikomion [επί Κομός], meaning "that which comes after" or "dessert") is a 

half-piece of matzo which is broken in the early stages of the Passover 

Seder and set aside to be eaten as a dessert after the meal. 

Based on the Mishnah in Pesahim 119a, the afikoman is a substitute for the 

Korban Pesach, which was the last thing eaten at the Passover Seder 

during the eras of the First and Second Temples and during the period of 

the Mishkan. The Gemara states that it is forbidden to eat any other food 

after eating the afikoman, in order to keep the taste of matzo in our mouth. 

In some families, the head of the household hides the afikoman for the 

children to find, and rewards them with money or candy. In other families, 

the children "steal" the afikoman and ask for a reward for its return. Either 

way, the afikoman has become a device for keeping children awake and 

alert during the Seder proceedings, until the time it is needed for dessert. 

 

9.   The host then gave a piece of this broken bread, dipped in bitter herbs and 

a sweet mixture called charoseth (apples, nuts, raisins, figs et al) to each 

person. This pictures that following the bitterness of slavery comes the 

sweetness of freedom. 

 

10.   After the bitter herbs and bread, they ate the lamb.  If the lamb was too 

 small for everyone to have enough, they also ate the HAGGIGAH (a holiday 

 peace offering). In that case they ate the HAGGIGAH first, so that the 

 passover lamb would be the last food eaten that night. 

 

11.   After supper, the host poured the third cup and they all recited the blessing 

 after meals. 

 

12.   Then they chanted a special blessing for wine over the third cup, and 

 everyone drank it. 

 

13.   After the third cup they recited the second portion of the “Hallel” which is 

 Psalms 115-118. Then they drank the fourth cup. 

Psa 115 
Not to us, O Lord, not to us,But to Thy name give gloryBecause of Thy 
lovingkindness, because of Thy truth. 2 Why should the nations say,"Where, 
now, is their God?" 3 But our God is in the heavens;He does whatever He 
pleases. 4 Their idols are silver and gold,The work of man's hands. 5 They have 
mouths, but they cannot speak;They have eyes, but they cannot see; 6 They 
have ears, but they cannot hear;They have noses, but they cannot smell; 7 They 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matzo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passover_Seder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passover_Seder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mishnah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pesahim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korban_Pesach
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tabernacle_(Judaism)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gemara
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have hands, but they cannot feel;They have feet, but they cannot walk;They 
cannot make a sound with their throat. 8 Those who make them will become like 
them,Everyone who trusts in them.  
9 O Israel, trust in the Lord;He is their help and their shield. 10 O house of Aaron, 
trust in the Lord;He is their help and their shield. 11 You who fear the Lord, trust 
in the Lord;He is their help and their shield. 12 The Lord has been mindful of us; 
He will bless us;He will bless the house of Israel;He will bless the house of 
Aaron. 13 He will bless those who fear the Lord,The small together with the 
great. 14 May the Lord give you increase,You and your children. 15 May you be 
blessed of the Lord,Maker of heaven and earth.  
16 The heavens are the heavens of the Lord;But the earth He has given to the 
sons of men. 17 The dead do not praise the Lord,Nor do any who go down into 
silence; 18 But as for us, we will bless the LordFrom this time forth and 
forever.Praise the Lord!  

Psa 116 
I love the Lord, because He hearsMy voice and my supplications. 2 Because He 
has inclined His ear to me,Therefore I shall call upon Him as long as I live. 3 The 
cords of death encompassed me,And the terrors of Sheol came upon me;I found 
distress and sorrow. 4 Then I called upon the name of the Lord:"O Lord, I 
beseech Thee, save my life!"  
5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;Yes, our God is compassionate. 6 The Lord 
preserves the simple;I was brought low, and He saved me. 7 Return to your rest, 
O my soul,For the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. 8 For Thou hast rescued 
my soul from death,My eyes from tears,My feet from stumbling. 9 I shall walk 
before the LordIn the land of the living. 10 I believed when I said,"I am greatly 
afflicted." 11 I said in my alarm,"All men are liars."  
12 What shall I render to the LordFor all His benefits toward me? 13 I shall lift up 
the cup of salvation,And call upon the name of the Lord. 14 I shall pay my vows 
to the Lord,Oh may it be in the presence of all His people. 15 Precious in the 
sight of the Lord Is the death of His godly ones. 16 O Lord, surely I am Thy 
servant,I am Thy servant, the son of Thy handmaid,Thou hast loosed my bonds. 
17 To Thee I shall offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving,And call upon the name of the 
Lord. 18 I shall pay my vows to the Lord,Oh may it be in the presence of all His 
people, 19 In the courts of the Lord's house,In the midst of you, O 
Jerusalem.Praise the Lord!  

Psa 117 
Praise the Lord, all nations;Laud Him, all peoples! 2 For His lovingkindness is 
great toward us,And the truth of the Lord is everlasting.Praise the Lord!  

Psa 118  
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 2 
Oh let Israel say,"His lovingkindness is everlasting." 3 Oh let the house of Aaron 
say,"His lovingkindness is everlasting." 4 Oh let those who fear the Lord say,"His 
lovingkindness is everlasting."  
5 From my distress I called upon the Lord;The Lord answered me and set me in 
a large place. 6 The Lord is for me; I will not fear;What can man do to me? 7 The 
Lord is for me among those who help me;Therefore I shall look with satisfaction 
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on those who hate me. 8 It is better to take refuge in the Lord Than to trust in 
man. 9 It is better to take refuge in the Lord Than to trust in princes.  
10 All nations surrounded me;In the name of the Lord I will surely cut them off. 11 
They surrounded me, yes, they surrounded me;In the name of the Lord I will 
surely cut them off. 12 They surrounded me like bees;They were extinguished as 
a fire of thorns;In the name of the Lord I will surely cut them off. 13 You pushed 
me violently so that I was falling,But the Lord helped me. 14 The Lord is my 
strength and song,And He has become my salvation.  
15 The sound of joyful shouting and salvation is in the tents of the righteous;The 
right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted;The 
right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 17 I shall not die, but live,And tell of the 
works of the Lord. 18 The Lord has disciplined me severely,But He has not given 
me over to death.  
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness;I shall enter through them, I shall give 
thanks to the Lord. 20 This is the gate of the Lord;The righteous will enter 
through it. 21 I shall give thanks to Thee, for Thou hast answered me;And Thou 
hast become my salvation.  
22 The stone which the builders rejectedHas become the chief corner stone. 23 
This is the Lord's doing;It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day which the 
Lord has made;Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 25 O Lord, do save, we beseech 
Thee;O Lord, we beseech Thee, do send prosperity! 26 Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord;We have blessed you from the house of the Lord. 
27 The Lord is God, and He has given us light;Bind the festival sacrifice with 
cords to the horns of the altar. 28 Thou art my God, and I give thanks to 
Thee;Thou art my God, I extol Thee. 29 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good;For His lovingkindness is everlasting.  

 

14.   The SEDER came to an end with a closing song or hymn which began "all 

 thy works shall praise you, Jehovah, our God" and concluded "from 

 everlasting to everlasting, thou art God, and beside thee, we have no king, 

 redeemer or savior. 

 

C. The Last Supper and 
the Institution of Communion 

 

1.   The KIDDUSH, the prayer of dedication to God.  Luke 22:17-20 
17 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, "Take this and share it 
among yourselves; 18 for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on 
until the kingdom of God comes. "  19 And when He had taken some bread and given 
thanks, He broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is My body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of Me."   

 

2.   The first washing of hands:  John 13:3-11 
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had 
come forth from God, and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper, and laid aside 
His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself about. 5 Then He poured water 
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into the basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
with which He was girded. 6 And so He came to Simon Peter. He said to Him, "Lord, do 
You wash my feet?" 7 Jesus answered and said to him, "What I do you do not realize 
now, but you shall understand hereafter."  8 Peter said to Him, "Never shall You wash 
my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me."  9 
Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head." 10 
Jesus said to him, "He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely 
clean; and you are clean, but not all of you."  11 For He knew the one who was 
betraying Him; for this reason He said, "Not all of you are clean."  

 

3.   Broken pieces of bread dipped in bitter herbs and charoseth and given to 

 all. John 13:26-27 
Jesus therefore answered, "That is the one for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it to 
him." So when He had dipped the morsel, He took and  gave it to Judas, the son of 
Simon Iscariot. 27 And after the morsel, Satan then entered into him. Jesus therefore  
said to him, "What you do, do quickly." 

 

4.   Blessing after meals. 1 Cor 11:23-31 
For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the 
night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it, and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me."   

 

5.   Blessing over the third cup-of blessing.  1 Cor 11:25-31  
In the same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."  26 For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He 
comes. 27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. 28 But let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who 
eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body 
rightly. 30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep. 31 
But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged. 

 

6.   Closing song.  Matt 26:30 
And after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  


