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Introduction: 
1. The author is unknown.  Suggested authors have been Paul, Luke, Barnabas, Priscilla, Silas, 

Apollos.  Hebrews 2:3 indicates that it was not an apostle. 
2. The recipients are Hebrews.  It is not possible to fix a definite geographical region although it seems 

to have come from Italy. Cf.13:24 
3. The date is more than likely 64-70 A.D. 
4. The structure of this book is sermonic in character as it is called a "word of exhortation" by the 

writer. 13:22 
5. The style is closer to classical Greek than normal Koine. 
6. The main theme of this book is the superiority of Jesus Christ, and thus the superiority of 

Christianity. 
7. It main purposes are to instruct, encourage and warn. 
8. The book has a doctrinal-practical format. 1:1-10:18 Cf 10:19-13:25 
9. Christ's superiority: 

A. To prophets. 1:1-3 
B. To angels. 1:4-2:18 
C. To Moses. 3:1-19 
D. Of his "rest." 4:1-10 
E. To the old priesthood. 4:14-10:18 
F. As a "new and living way." 10:19-13:25 

10. This is demonstrated by showing that: 
A. He is a better messenger. 1:1-3 
B. He is a better apostle than Moses. 3:1-19 
C. Of his "rest." 4:1-10 
D. To the old priesthood. 4:14-10:18 
E. As a "new and living way." 10:19-13:25 

11. The writer warns us of: 
A. The danger of drifting away. 2:1 
B. The danger of falling away. 3:12 
C. The danger of disobedience. 4:11 
D. The danger of immaturity. 6:1 
E. The danger of willful sin. 10:26 
F. fThe danger of lack of grace. 12:15 
G. The danger of refusal. 12:25 

12. Exhortations: 
A. To worship. 1:6 
B. Valid fear. 4:1 
C. Diligence. 4:11 
D. Hold fast our confession. 4:14 
E. Draw near to throne of grace. 4:16 
F. Press on to maturity. 6:1 
G. Sincerely draw near. 10:22 
H. Hold fast without wavering. 10:23 
I. Consider how to stimulate each other. 10:24 
J. Lay aside every encumbrance. 12:1 
K. Run with endurance. 12:1 
L. Show gratitude. 12:28 
M. Love the brethren. 13:1 
N. Marriage be honored. 13:4 
O. Be free from love of money. 13:5 
P. Go to the Lord. 13:13 
Q. Offer up sacrifice to God. 13:15 
R. Consideration for leaders. 13:17 
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Outline: 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A. Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
B. Christ is Superior to the Angel (1:4-2:18) 

1). The Excellency of Christ (1:4-14) 
2). The First Warning (2:1-4) 
3). Man’s Superiority over the Earth (2:5-8) 
4). Christ’s Superiority over All (2:9-18) 

C. Christ is Superior to Moses (3:1-6) 
D. Christ is Superior to Joshua (3:7-4:13) 
E. Christ is Superior to the Aaronic Priesthood (4:14-7:28) 

1). Exhortation to Hold Fast (4:14-16) 
2). Qualifications of a Priest (5:1-10) 
3). Exhortation to Abandon Spiritual Laziness (5:11-6:12) 
4). Certainty of God’s Promise (6:13-20) 
5). Christ’s Superior Priestly Order (7:1-28) 

2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 
A. A Better Covenant (8:1-13) 
B. A Better Sanctuary (9:1-12) 
C. A Better Sacrifice (9:13-10:18) 
D. Exhortations (10:19-39) 

1). Experiencing God (10:19-25) 
2). The Other Choice (10:26-31) 
3). The Solution (10:32-39) 

3. Final Plea for Persevering Faith (11:1-12:29) 
A. Examples of Past Heroes of the Faith (11:1-40) 
B. Encouragement for Persevering Faith (12:1-5) 
C. Characteristics of  Discipline/Training (12:6-11) 
D. Exhortations for Persevering Faith (12:12-17) 
E. Motivation for Persevering Faith (12:18-29) 

4. Conclusion (13:1-25) 
A. Practical Principles for the Christian Life (13:1-17) 
B. Request for Prayer (13:18-19) 
C. Benediction (13:20-21) 
D. Personal Remarks (13:22-23) 
E. Greetings and Final Benediction (13:24-25) 

 
 
 



 4

Hebrews 1:1-3 
Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A. Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
 
To the Hebrews  (the phrase “the epistle of Paul,” does not have sufficient manuscript evidence) 
 
Heb 1:1 = God—The Communicator 
 
God (HO THEOS = the God), after He spoke (Aor Act Ptc LALEW) long ago to the fathers (of Israel) in (EN = by 
the agents of) the prophets in many portions (increments) and in many ways (methods), 
 
Corrected translation = C.T. 
 
C.T. = The God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers by the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 
 
Summary: 
1. God is an active communicator of Himself. Cf 13:8; john 16:13 
2. He clearly communicated to O.T. Believers His essence, His laws and His plan. 
3. His communicators were prophets. 
4. A prophet basically foretells what is going to happen. 
5. There has been no lack of God revealing himself. 
6. God revealed himself and his plan in increments which is called progressive revelation. 
7. He used many methods of revelation: 

A. Dreams. (Joseph, Daniel)       
B. Visions.  Isa :1 
C. Direct communication.  Ex 0 
D. Creation.  Rom  
E. The stars.  Gen :14 
F. The Daniel and Daniel.  Ex 8:30 
G. Symbols.  Heb 0 
H. Natural events.  Ex 4 
I. A burning bush. Ex :2 
J. A still small voice.  1 Kings 9:12 
K. Through a basket of fruit.  Amos 8:1 

8. God uses variety in form to reveal himself. 
9. Since God has revealed himself, mankind has no excuse to reject him.  Rom 1:20 
 
Heb 1:2 =The Main Communication 
 
In these last days (EPI + ESCHATOS = concerning last/final days) has spoken (Aor Act Ind LALEW = this word 
looks to the words conveying the utterance where the word LEGW looks more to the substance of what is 
said) to us in His Son (EN + HUIOS = by a son), whom He appointed (Aor Act Ind TITH8MI = placed, positioned) 
heir (KL8RONOMOS) of all things, through whom (the Son) also He made (Aor Act Ind POIEW) the world (AIWN = 
ages/periods of time; KOSMOS indicates order/arrangement which the Son also did cf Col 1:16-20) 
 
C.T. = concerning these last days has spoken to us by a Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through 

whom also He made the ages. 
 
Summary: 
1. The phrase "last days" was known by the Jews as referring to the days of the Messiah.  Num 24:14 
2. Here it means that the messianic age has appeared. 
3. A constant theme of this book is that the old has prepared the way for the new. 
4. The definitive revelation occurred when the Son became incarnate. 
5. God's eternal plan, His laws and the subject of the prophets revelation was overtly and clearly 

manifested in God's Son. 
6. The term "Son" looks at that which precedes from the Father. 
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7. The Son is God's overt manifestation of Himself.  John 1:1,14 
8. There are seven propositions about the Son which also show his interaction with the Father.  (note 

the verbal action which is the cause and the effect(s) that follow) 
9. Proposition #1:  appointed heir of all things. 

A. The Father appointed this overt manifestation of Himself to be the possessor of all things. 
B. Jesus in glorified hypostatic union resumed His position at the Father's right hand.  Php 2:6-10 
C. This is a title of dignity and approval. 

10. Proposition #2:  the Son made the "ages." 
A. The term "ages" refers to all things that are subject to time. 
B. The Father and Son have eternally existed.  John 1:3; Col 1:16; 1 Cor 8:6 
C. The Son is the executor of the plan.  John 6:38 

 
Heb 1:3 = Jesus—The Revelation of God Himself 
 
And He (the son) is (Pres Act Ptc EIMI = keeps on being) the radiance (APAUGASMA = 1x;  a shining forth, 
light coming from the inside out) of His (the Father's) glory (DOX8 = the honor resulting from a good opinion; 
God's glory implies an invasion of the material universe with God's active presence among His people) and 
the exact representation (CHARAKT8R = 1x; denotes a tool for engraving; to cut into; then a stamp or impress 
as upon a coin or seal; the coin bears the exact image of that which stamped it out) of His nature (H 
UPOSTASIS = 5x; a standing on behalf of; 3x in Hebrews cf 3:14; assurance;11:1 faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for; this word looks at the real nature of that which is outwardly manifested; Php 2:6-8, 
morph8, is saying the same thing), and upholds all things (Pres Act Ptc PHERW = to bear a load, carry, hold 
up; Ptc is ongoing) by the word (RH8MA = spoken/manifested word) of His power (must be omnipotence).  
When He made (actually same sentence; Aor Act Ptc POIEW) purification (KATHARISMOS =7x;2x outside the 
gospels; 2 Pet 1:9; a cleansing) of sins (HAMARTIA) He sat down (Aor Act Ind KATHIDZW) at the right hand of 
the Majesty (MEGALWSUN8 = 3x; one who is magnified; cf 8:1; Jude 25) on high; 
 
C.T. = And He keeps on being the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and 

upholds all things by the spoken word of His power.  When He made purification of sins He sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

 
Summary: 
1. Proposition #3:  the radiance of the Father's glory. 

A. Jesus, in the flesh, from the inside out is God. 
B. He is the light of the world.  John 1:4-5; 8:12 
C. When we see him we see the Father.  John 14:9 

2. Proposition #4:  exact representation of His nature. 
A. As a coin bears the exact image of the stamp, so does Jesus bear the exact image of the 

Father. 
B. Thus he is the exact manifestation of the essence of the Father.   
C. He is the substance of God-that which can be touched. 
D. His nature is the basis for our assurance. Cf 3:14 
E. His nature is the object of our faith. 11:1 

3. Proposition #5:  upholds all things. 
A. To "uphold" means to carry along toward a desired objective.  (not Atlas holding up the world 

but transporting it) 
B. Nothing is excluded from the Son's sustaining activity. 
C. The “power” He does this with is beyond our finite comprehension.  (Words do not possess 

physical power, but His somehow do) 
4. Proposition #6:  made purification of sins. 

A. Sin soils. Jesus made us clean.  John 13; Rev 3:4 
B. Sin was man’s biggest problem in coming to God.  (used 25x in this book, second only to 

Romans with 48 uses) 
C. What Christ did with sin is a major topic of Hebrews. 

1). made propitiation. 2:17 
2). put them away so not an issue. 8:12;10:17 
3). bore them. 9:28 
4). offered sacrifice for them. 10:12 (THUSIA) 
5). made an offering for them. 10:18 (prosphora) 
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6). brought about remission. 10:18 
7). annulled sin. 9:26 
8). brought about redemption.  9:15 

5. Proposition #7:  sat down at right hand. 
A. His saving work is done.  (cf priest who stands10:11) 
B. He is in the highest position of honor in the universe. 
C. He alone is worthy. 

6. Jesus is: 
A. Owner of all things. (heir) 
B. Creator. (made the ages) 
C. The overt manifestation of God. (radiance) 
D. God in the flesh. (exact representation) 
E. Sustainer. (upholds, carries) 
F. Problem solver. (purification from sins) 
G. Worthy of honor. (seated at right hand) 

7. Applications: 
A. Do we function as wise stewards over what He owns? 
B. Do we realize that Jesus is Lord over time? 
C. Is there any person in this life that we appreciate more than Jesus Christ? 
D. Do we realize the personal nature of God's revelation of Himself in Jesus Christ? 
E. Are we trying to carry ourselves or are we riding with him? 
F. How often do we take our problems immediately to Him?  1 Pet 5:7 
G. Do we honor him with our thoughts, lips and service? 
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Hebrews 1:4-14 
The Excellency of Christ 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A. Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
B. Christ is Superior to the Angel (1:4-2:18) 

1). The Excellency of Christ (1:4-14) 
 
Heb 1:4 = A More Excellent Reputation 
 
Having become (Aor Mid Ptc GINOMAI) as much better (TOSOUTOS = to the degree + KREITTWN = 19x;13x in 
Hebrews = comparative of KRATOS = strong which denotes power in activity and effect) than the angels, as 
He has inherited (Perf Act Ind KL8RONOMEW) a more excellent (DIAPHORWTERON = a noted difference) name 
than they. 
 
C.T. = Having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they. 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ was already better than the angels. V8-13 
2. So in view is what His position of honor clearly denotes. 
3. To inherit means simply to take possession of. 
4. This section is designed to correct the mistakes some were making by worshipping angels.  Col 2:18 
5. If Christ is superior to the higher creation seen in angels, then He is also superior to mankind, and 

He is. 
6. His "name" refers to His reputation.  (seen in v2-3)  (not just a carpenter from Nazareth but Savior of 

the world) 
7. Jesus was a better "messenger" than the angels.  (appl. Of v 1-3; part of same paragraph) 
 
Seek the better: 
1. Jesus is better than angels and thus better than man. Heb 1:4 
2. Life with Christ is better than life in the flesh.  Php 1:23 
3. It is better to suffer for doing what is right than for doing what is wrong. 1 Pet 3:17 
4. It would be better to not have know the way of righteousness than to know it and depart from it.  2 

Pet 2:20-21 
5. It is better for the unmarried to marry rather than to have intense sexual desire, but it would be better 

still to be celebrate.  1 Cor 7:9 
6. Local churches should come together for better reasons than to breed divisions.  1 Cor 11:17 
7. Local churches should desire the "greater" gifts to function in love.  1 Cor 12:31 
8. Christians should exhort other Christians to better things.  Heb 6:9 
9. We are blessed by association with the better.  Heb 7:7 
10. We have a better hope than that found in the law.  Heb 7:19 
11. We have a better covenant than the Mosaic covenant. Heb 7:22 
12. Our better covenant has better promises.  Heb 8:6 
13. Cleansing of heavenly things requires a better sacrifice than could be given under the law.  Heb 9:23 
14. Confidence in God is a better possession than property.  Heb 10:34-35 
15. Our heavenly "country" is better than our earthly one. Heb 11:16 
16. A life of honoring God will bring with it a better resurrection.  Heb 11:35 
17. God's provision is better for us than it was for the old testament Believers.  11:40 
18. Christ's "blood" was better than blood offered by ritual.  Heb 12:24 
 
Heb 1:5 = Reputation Reason #1—Relationship to the Father 
 
For to which of the angels did He ever say, "You (Yourself) are (pronoun + Pres Act Ind EIMI) my Son, today 
(S8MERON = the day in focus) I have begotten you."? (EGW + Perf Act Ind GENAW = quote from Psa  2:7) and 
again, "I will be a Father to Him (EGW + Fut Act Ind EIMI), and He shall be (AUTOS + Fut Act Ind EIMI) a Son to 
Me"? 
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C.T. = for to which of the angels did He ever say, "You Yourself are My Son, today I Myself have begotten 
You."?  And again, "I myself will be a Father to Him, and He Himself shall be a Son to Me"? 

 
Summary: 
1. Even though angels are called sons of God (Job1:6; 2:1) the Father did not make this proclamation to 

any of them. 
2. He did not promise or make them a genetically human body.  (begotten one vs those he created EX 

NIHILO = out of nothing) 
3. He did not single any of them out to give them a human constitution. 
4. The Messiah, as promised in Psa  2:7, would not come from the angelic realm but from the human 

realm. 
5. The Messiah would have a kingdom that would last forever as per the Davidic covenant.  2 Sam 7:14 
6. The Son's reputation is based first of all on His special relationship to the Father.  John 3:16 
7. The day of the incarnation applies to today: 

A. Today we must not harden our hearts.  Heb 3:7,15;4:7 
B. Today we must encourage one another.  Heb 3:13 
C. Because he is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Heb 13:8 
D. Today's plan must not exclude God.  Js 4:13 

 
Heb 1:6 = Reputation Reason #2—Object of Worship 
 
And when He (Father) again brings (Aor Act Sub eisagw = may bring to denote uncertainty of time not of 
action) the first-born (prwtotokos = 9x; relationship as heir) into the world (OIKOUMEN8 = house of habitation), 
He says, "and let all the angels of God worship him." (3pl Aor Act Imp PROSKUNEW = prostrate; kiss on the 
face; do reverence to; 60x; most frequent word for worship in New Testament) 
 
C.T. =   and when He (F) again brings the first-born into the house of habitation, He says, "and let all the 

angels of God worship Him." 
 
Summary: 
1. Worship of God involves a reverent attitude as well as actions that give honor to God. 
2. It is a display of our devotion. 
3. God’s “firstborn” is His heir: 

A. Jesus is the firstborn of Mary.  Matt 1:25 & Luke2:7 
B. He is the firstborn from the dead.  Rom8:29; Col 1:18; Rev 1:5     
C. He is the firstborn of creation.  Col 1:15 
D. Thus we are the church of the firstborn. Heb 12:23 

4. For angels to be required to worship the firstborn, the firstborn must be greater. 
5. If a higher creation is to worship the Son (angels) then it is an obvious conclusion that lower creation 

is to worship Him as well. 
6. Worship is not just a suggestion but a command. 
7. But the command seeks our willingness not our grudging compliance. 
 
Principles of Worship: 
1. Various words for worship: 

A. PROSKUNEW =  to kiss the face of; 60x 
PROSKUN8T8S =  worshipper; 1x 

B. EUSEBEW =  devoted well; 2x 
EUSEBEIA =  one devoted well; 15x 
EUSEB8S =  devotee; 4x 

C. SEBW =  stresses feeling of awe/devotion; 10x 
SEBASMA =  object of devotion; 2x 
SEBADZOMAI =  caused to worship; 1x 

D. LATREUW =  worshipful service; 21x 
LATREIA =  a service to God; 5x 

2. Worship is contact with God (PROSKUNEW) through devoted (EUSEBEW) service (LATREUW) from 
an attitude of awe (SEBW). 

3. We must seek to contact him so that we may worship. 
A. The magi.  Matt 2:2,11a 
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B. Contact with the resurrected Lord brings worship. Matt 28:9a 
C. Even when we have doubts, we should worship Him from the areas we believe.  Matt 28:17a 

4. We are to worship only the Lord our God.  Matt 4:10 & Luke 4:8a 
A. One means of worship is making a request for mercy. Matt 18:26a 
B. This obviously excludes worshipping men. Acts 10:25a 
C. This extends to all creation.  Heb :6a 
D. It obviously excludes idols.  Rev9:20a; Acts 17:23c 
E. Those who worship Satan will taste God's wrath.  Rev 14:9-11a;16:2a 
F. His righteousness will eventually cause all nations to worship Him.  Rev 15:4a 
G. We are not to worship angels even.  Rev 19:10; Col 2:18a; Rev 22:8-9a; Acts 7:42d 
H. Nor His creation.  Rom 1:25c 
I. Tenacity in this regard brings great reward.  Rev 20:4a 
J. The worship of service comes from our deliverance. Acts 7:7d 

5. Some may claim to want to worship but have the real intention of harm.  Matt 2:8a; Mark 15:19a 
6. Satan wants all to worship him.  Matt 4:9 & Luke 4:7a 

A. Worshipping idols is part of his system.  Acts7:43a 
B. His followers may even give lip service to God. Rev 11:1a 
C. This is one of his objectives.  Rev 13:4,8a; iith2:4c 
D. He will force it if necessary.  Rev 13:12,15a 
E. The end result of worshipping Satan is hell. Rev 19:20a 
F. That which can be dethroned is not worthy of worship. Acts 19:27c 

7. Types of people who worshipped Him. 
A. A leper.  Matt 8:2a 
B. Synagogue official.  Matt 9:18a 
C. The disciples.  Matt 14:33a 
D. A Canaanite woman.  Matt 15:25a 
E. The gerasene demoniac.  Mk5:6a 
F. A man born blind.  John 9:38a 

8. Some people worship Him seeking selfish personal requests.  Matt 20:20a 
9. The real issue is not where you worship but that you do.  John 4:20-21; Acts 24:11a 
10. We must seek to know the One we worship.  John 4:22;12:20a 
11. True worship comes from the Holy Spirit and is based on truth.  John 4:23-24a; Php 3:3d; Gal 5:22-23 

A. Orienting to your function in God's plan is worship.  Heb 11:21a 
B. True worship is not "hollow."  Matt 15:8-9c & Mark 7:7c 
C. It produces a sense of awe.  Acts 13:43c;16:14c 
D. It excludes legalism.  Acts 19:13 
E. It includes service with a clear conscience. ITim1:3d; Heb 9:14d;10:2d 
F. It does not worship a copy or shadow. Heb 8:5d;9:9d 

12. Those who seek to worship God will find Christ.  Acts8:27a 
A. Love functioning in a local church convicts the unBeliever.  1 Cor 14:25a 
B. One who is genuinely awed by God will be awed by Jesus.  Acts 17:4,17;18:7c 

13. Those who worship at the synagogue of Satan will be made to bow down at the faithful Believer's 
feet.  Rev 3:9a 

14. Worshipping Him will be a privilege of eternity. Rev 4:10a;5:14;7:11 
15. Things to worship him for: 

A. Seeing His plan come to pass.  Rev 11:16;14:7a 
B. Execution of judgment.  Rev 19:4a 

16. Godliness is a part of worship.  (word groups means to “awe well”) 
A. One cannot be "God-like" without being in contact with God.  Cf 2 Tim 3:5 
B. As exemplified by the humanity of Jesus Christ. 1 Tim 3:16 
C. It requires self-discipline.  1 Tim 4:7 
D. And is highly profitable.  1 Tim 4:8 
E. There is a clear warning to not miss this part.  1 Tim 6:3-4 
F. Godliness is not a means to material gain. 1 Tim 6:5-6 
G. It is to be a pursuit of life.  1 Tim 6:11 
H. The Lord has granted us what we need to have it.  2 Pet 1:3-7 

17. Priestly service is worship.  Matt 4:10 & Luke 4:8 
A. We should serve Him without fear.  Luke 1:74 
B. It includes fasting and prayers.  Luke 2:37 
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C. This should be passed on to the generations that follow. Acts 24:14 
D. But without Christ, it will not bring salvation. Acts 26:7d 
E. Are we bold in telling others whom we serve?  Acts 27:23d 
F. It cannot be truly done without the Holy Spirit. Rom 1:9,25d; Php 3:3d 
G. It is our means of showing gratitude to Him. Heb 12:28d 
H. It serves at a special altar.  Heb 13:10d 
I. Great tribulational martyrs have the privilege of serving the Lamb.  Rev 7:15d 
J. As do His bondservants.  Rev 22:3 

18. Be prepared:  Some will think they are rendering service to God by harming you.  John 16:2d 
19. Presenting your body to the Lord a living sacrifice is spiritual service of worship.  Rom 12:1d  
 
Heb 1:7 = Reputation Reason #3—Authority 
 
And of the angels He (father) says, "who makes His angels winds (PNEUMA = wind, breath, spirit), and His 
ministers (LEITOURGOS = 5x; Rom  13:6;15:16; Php 2:25; Heb 8:2; eng. "liturgy" = fulfillment of an office, the 
discharge of a function) a flame of fire (Pas 104:4)." 
 
C.T. = and of the angels He says, "Who makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of fire. 
 
Summary: 
1. The third reason for His reputation is His authority. 
2. Angelic beings are subject to the authority of the Son. 
3. The Son can send His message by the wind.  Cf Exo 14:21 
4. Or by fire.  Gen 19:23ff; Exo 3:2 
5. God's power to communicate is not bound by natural laws. But in fact natural laws are subservient to 

Him. 
 
Heb 1:8 = Reputation Reason #4—His Kingdom 
 
But of the Son he says, "Thy throne (THRONOS =61x = place of honor, power and rulership), O God (place 
where son = God; God calls him God), is forever and ever, And the righteous (EUTH8T8S = 1x;  straight, right) 
scepter (HRABDOS = 12x; rod, staff, scepter, rulership) is the scepter of His kingdom (BASILEIA).  (Psa 45:6) 
 
C.T.= but of the Son He says, "Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the 

scepter of His kingdom. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Son possesses that which only God possesses-eternal life, righteousness and rulership. 
2. Therefore, He is God. 
3. The Son's kingdom will not end. 
4. He will always rule in the kingdom. 
5. The kingdom is based on His righteousness. 
6. Because of His eternal life, righteousness and rulership, He is our refuge.  Deut 33:27 
7. He is also the focus of our prayers. Psa 71:1-6 
8. Notice again that His spiritual kingdom is already in existence.  Col 1:13-14 
9. He will rule His overt kingdom in the millennium with a rod (scepter) of iron.  Rev 2:27;12:5;19:15 
 
Heb 1:9 = Reputation Reason #5—His Life 
 
"Thou hast loved (Aor Act Ind AGAPAW) righteousness (DIKIAIOSUN8 = 92x; the character or quality of being 
right or just; whatever conforms to the revealed will of of God) and hated (Aor Act Ind MISEW = 40x; a proper 
feeling or aversion toward what is evil) lawlessness (ANOMIA = actions not bound to law); therefore (DIA 
TOUTO) God, thy God, hath anointed Thee (Aor Act Ind KRIW) with the oil of gladness (AGALLIASIS = 5x; to 
rejoice greatly; spiritual gladness, jubilant exultation; greater joy than chara) above Thy companions 
(METOCHOS =6x;5x in Heb. Denotes a sharer, partner)."  (Psa 45:7) 
 
C.T.= "You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness, therefore, God, your God, has anointed You 

with the oil of gladness above Your companions." 
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Summary: 
1. The Son's life was characterized by righteous attitudes and actions. 

A. He possessed the character of soul and quality of actions that were right and just. 
B. He did that which conformed to the will of God. 

2. He also possessed an aversion to what was revealed by God as sin. 
3. Notice the constant shift back and forth between the fact that He is God and He is man. 
4. Christ means "the Anointed One." 
5. Anointed looks at being chosen for a specific task via the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  (anoint with oil) 
6. Jesus possessed the joy of the Holy Spirit greater than anyone ever had. 
7. Joy comes from loving righteousness and hating lawlessness. 
8. We, His companions (cf 2:14) can share that joy. 
9. The fifth reason for His reputation is His life on earth. 
10. Jesus clearly told people that he was God's anointed. Isa 61:1-2a cf Luke 4:18f 
 
Heb 1:10 = Reputation Reason #6—Power of Creation 
 
And, "You, Lord (KURIOS=  son, firstborn, anointed one, God), in the beginning didst lay the foundation (Aor Act 
Ind THEMELIOW = to place in an orderly arrangement; 6x) of the earth, and the heavens are the works of Your 
hands; 
 
C.T.  And, “You Lord, in the beginning did lay the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works 

of Your hands; 
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord's reputation is also seen in His power to create the heavens and the earth. 
2. This power is under control in that it produced design and structure. 
3. When you look at the earth or the heavens you see the effect of a primary cause-that cause being 

God Himself. 
 
Heb 1:11 = Sustained Power 
 
They will perish (heavens and earth; Fut Mid Ind APOLLUMI), but Thou remainest (Pres Act Ind diaMENW = live 
through); and they all will become old (Fut Pas Ind PALAIOW = 4x; to age) as a garment,  (Psa 102:26; Isa 51:6) 
 
C.T. = They will perish, but You remain; and they all will become old as a garment, 
 
Heb 1:12 = Power to Change Things 
 
And as a mantle (that which is thrown around, a cloak) Thou wilt roll them up;  As a garment they will also be 
changed (Fut Pas Ind ALLASSW).  But You art the same, and Thy years will not come to an end." (Psa 102:26; 
Heb 13:8) 
 
C.T. = And as a mantle You will roll them up; as a garment they will also be changed.  But You are the 

same, and Your years will not come to an end." 
 
Summary: 
1. Created things are subject to age and uselessness. 
2. And the Lord will eventually do away with the old creation bring in the new creation. 
3. He possesses the power to change things without Himself being changed. 
4. He possesses the power to protect us in the midst of a massive destruction around us.  Cf 2 Pet 3 
5. So the sixth reason for His reputation is an unchanging eternal controlled power. 
 
Heb 1:13 = Reputation Reason #7—Position 
 
But to which of the angels has He ever said (Perf Act Ind EIPON), "Sit (2s Pres Act Imp KATH8MI) at My right 
hand, until I make (Aor Act Sub TITH8MI) Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet"?  (Psa 110:1) 
 
C.T. = But to which of the angels has He ever said, "Sit at My right hand, until I make Your enemies a 

foolstool for Your feet"? 
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Summary: 
1. The rhetorical question demands an answer "none." 
2. The Father has given the Son the highest position in all of creation. 
3. The phrase "sit at My right hand" looks at the session of Christ with the Father awaiting the timing of 

His return. 
4. "making one's enemies a footstool" looks at crushing the neck of one's enemies.  Josh 10:22-27; cf 

Gen 3:15 
5. So with His position comes the guarantee of complete victory in the angelic conflict. 
6. Armageddon will bring this about. 
 
Heb 1:14 = Function of Angels 
 
Are they not all ministering spirits (LEITOURGIKOS  = 1x; cf v7; have a function), sent out to render service (Pres 
Pas Ptc APOSTELLW + DIAKONIA = emphasizes Act of service) for the sake of those who will inherit (Pres Act 
Inf KL8RONOMEW) salvation (SWT8RIA)? 
 
C.T.= Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit 

salvation? 
 
Summary: 
1. This rhetorical question demands a "yes" answer. 
2. The function of angels is to serve us under the rulership of the Lord. Cf Psa 103:19-22 
3. To inherit means to take possession of. 
4. So in view is not just the initial receipt of salvation, the new birth, but those who will take possession 

of all our salvation entails. 
5. Angels were the first "deacons." 
6. The power of the universe has appointed a higher creation to serve us.  (we actually have here a 

promise of help) 
 
Reasons for His reputation: 
1.   Relationship with the father.  V5 
2.   Object of worship.  V6 
3.   Authority.  V7 
4.   His kingdom.  V8 
5.   His life.  V9 
6.   His power.  V10-12 
7.   His position.  V13 
 
Applications: 
1.   Do I seek a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ? 
2.   Is Christ the focus of my worship? 
3.   Is He the supreme authority in my life? 
4.   Am I involved in His spiritual kingdom? 
5.   Do I have the joy that comes from the right attitudes and actions? 
6.   Do I realize His power? 
7.   Am I eagerly awaiting His consummate victory? 
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Hebrews 2:1-4 
The First Warning 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A. Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
B. Christ is Superior to the Angel (1:4-2:18) 

1). The Excellency of Christ (1:4-14) 
2). The First Warning (2:1-4) 

 
Heb 2:1 = The Warning 
 
For this reason (DIA TOUTO = Christian life based on salvation) we must (PA IMPRS DEI = are obligated) (to) 
pay much closer attention (PERISSOTERWS = to a greater degree; PAINF PROSECHW = to have before your 
face; pay attention; make a priority) to what we have heard (d.a. + APPTC AKOUW = the things having been 
heard; information already exposed to), lest we drift away from it. (Aor Act Sub PARARREW = 2x; to flow past, 
glide by, drift) 
 
C.T.= For this reason we are obligated to pay much closer attention to the things having been heard, lest 

we drift away from it. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer is telling us that the appreciation of the things of salvation can be lost. (context:1:14) 
2. We are obligated to the Lord to be ever thankful. 
3. To do this we must constantly keep His grace in front of our face.  (attention) 
4. In fact we need to consider them all the more. 
5. In view is information that has already been heard. 
6. This first warning involves not letting the Christian life pass you by.  (cf world, life passing you by) 
7. With the warning is the solution-pay closer attention to God's word.  (in a personal sense) 
8. "Drifting away" indicates losing one's attention to the spiritually important things in life. 
9. It indicates a process that is almost imperceptible.  (like drifting in a boat) 
10. Unless we realize the drift and make corrections we will get farther and farther away.  (1st of seven 

warnings, each one showing another step of "drifting."  This "drift" does not take much energy to 
change.  This involves leaving God out of our activities-marriage, family, work; pleasure becomes 
more important than service) 

11. What things in my life cause me to drift away from him? 
 
 Heb 2:2 = The Proposition 
 
For (GAR = introduction) if the word (LOGOS = organization; cf LALEW = Act of; rhema = spoken; LEGW = 
substance) spoken (Aor Pas Ptc LALEW) through angels (DIA + AGGELOS) proved (Aor Mid Ind GINOMAI) 
unalterable (BEBAIOS = steadfast, secure, 9x;5x in Heb), and every (Pres Act Sub) transgression (PARABASIS 
=7x; an overstepping, a going beyond) and disobedience (PARAKO8 = 3x; Rom 5:19; 2 Cor 10:6; a hearing 
beside, refusal to heed what was heard) received a just recompense (MISTHAPODOSIA = 3x;10:35;11:26; wage 
payment) 
 
C.T.= For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and 

disobedience received a just recompense, 
 
Summary: 
1. God's revelation of himself through angels was organized and secure.  (AGGELOS, LOGOS, 

BEBAIOS) 
2. It included laws of conduct. 
3. Man though has a tendency to overstep or step out of bounds of God's law. 

A. The Jews were good at adding to God's law.  Rom 2:23-24 
B. Where there is no law there is no transgression of the law.  Rom 4:15 
C. Adam's transgression received a just recompense. Rom 5:14 
D. The Mosaic law was added because man was overstepping God's previously revealed law.  

Gal 3:19 (clarification) 
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E. Eve was deceived into transgression.  1 Tim 2:14 
F. Jesus redeemed us from our transgressions.  Heb 9:15 

4. Knowing disobedience to God can carry lasting effects. Rom 5:19 
5. Obedience to God is a virtue.  2 Cor 10:6 
6. Just as confidence in and obedience to God carries with it a recompense (10:35;12:26) so does 

unknown and willful sin. 
7. The proposition states that sin has a payback.  Rom 6:23 
 
Heb 2:3 = The Question of Life 
 
How (PWS) shall we escape (Fut Mid Ind EKPHEUGW =7x; to flee out of) if we neglect (Aor Act Ptc AMELEW = 
5x; to not care about) so great (T8LIKOUTOS = 4x;  so great) a salvation (SWT8RIA =deliverance)? After it was 
at the first spoken through (DIA) the Lord, it was confirmed (Aor Pas Ind BEBAIOW = cf noun in v2; unalterable) 
to us by those who heard (Aor Act Ptc AKOUW). 
 
C.T. = How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the 
Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard. 
 
Summary: 
1. "So great a death" requires "so great a salvation." 2 Cor 1:10 
2. If we neglect His salvation there is no way to escape His judgment.  Rom 2:3; 1 Thes 5:3 
3. To neglect is to not care about or pay no attention to: 

A. Some neglect the invitation to the wedding feast of the Lamb.  Matt 22:5 
B. Pastors should not be negligent in reminding people about salvation and the basics of the 

Christian life. 2 Pet 1:12 
C. No one should neglect the gift that is in them.  1 Tim 4:14 

4. Neglecting the Christian life by transgression and disobedience can lead to the Lord "neglecting" 
you. Heb 8:9 

5. "drifting away" from God's word will mean we will miss His deliverance and blessing in time.  
(Exodus Generation) 

6. We cannot escape judgment for eternity if we neglect the offer of salvation.  John 3:36 
7. We cannot escape "drifting away" if we forget about the greatness of our salvation. 
 
Heb 2:4 = The Witnesses 
 
God (the), also bearing witness (Pres Act Ptc  = a witness upon and along with) with them (those who heard), 
both by signs (S8MEION) and wonders and by various miracles (DUNAMESIS) and by gifts (MERISMOS = 2x;4:12; 
parts, portions, partition) of the Holy Spirit according to His own will (THEL8MA = a resultant plan). 
 
C.T. = The God, also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by 

partitions of the Holy Spirit according to His own will. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer indicates that he is of the second generation from the Lord and was discipled by direct 

converts of Jesus. 
2. God was at work through his witnesses to authenticate his message. 
3. They were carrying out his final instructions.  Acts 1:8 
4. To witness is to testify in someone's behalf. 
5. God also used the spectacular at the outset of the Church Age to authenticate the message. 
6. Sign always pointed to the greater which was the reality. 
7. Wonders indicate that they produced a sense of awe.  Acts 2:42 
8. Miracles are outworkings of His power and took many different forms. 
9. The “partitions” look at the different parts of the body of Christ.  1 Cor 12:13 
10. The Holy Spirit sovereignly distributes the gifts. 
11. The Holy Spirit is not "divided up" but He distributes Himself to different people in different ways. 1 

Cor 12:11 
12. Thus, the "gifts" are designed to unify the body and present to the world Jesus Christ.  John 16:5-15 
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Hebrews 2:5-8 
Man’s Superiority over the Earth 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A. Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
B. Christ is Superior to the Angel (1:4-2:18) 

1). The Excellency of Christ (1:4-14) 
2). The First Warning (2:1-4) 
3). Man’s Superiority over the Earth (2:5-8) 

 
Heb 2:5 =The World to Come 
 
For He (God f/v4) did not subject (Aor Act Ind HUPOTASSW = stand under; place under the authority of) to 
angels the world (OIKOUMEN8 = house of abiding) to come (the one going to be; Pres Act Ptc MELLW), 
concerning which we are speaking (indicates this book may have been a group effort) 
 
C.T.= For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which we are speaking. 
 
Summary: 
1. The focus in this verse is not the world in which we presently live in but in the one to come. 
2. God's design was for man to rule the earth.  Gen 1:28-29 
3. But Satan attacked what God gave to man and ruined it.  Gen 3 
4. Thus Satan became the ruler of this world.  John 12:31;14:30;16:11 
5. Great Believers in history focused on what God promised.  Heb 11 
6. Thus man can live in hope. 
7. Application-are we more interested in this world or the one that is to come? 
 
Heb 2:6 = Rulership is Because of Grace 
 
But one has testified (Aor Mid Ind DIAMARTUREW = to witness through; to look at circumstances of life and 
testify to God's greatness) somewhere, saying, (Psa 8:4-6)  "What is man, that you remember him (Pres Mid Ind 
MIMN8SKW = ongoing)? Or the son of man (in Heb  poetry denotes quality), that You are concerned about him 
(Pres Mid Ind EPISKEPTW = to visit in order to care for)? 
 
C.T.=  But one has testified somewhere, saying,  "What is man, that you remember him?  Or the son of 

man, that You are concerned about him? 
 
Summary: 
1. David (Psa 8) and the writer of Hebrews ask some questions about man's relationship to God. 
2. What merit does God find in fallen man that he would not write him off? 
3. Why would God visit man to care for him? 
4. The answer is grace in that there is no inherent merit in man. 
5. And also, in view of the context, because man has been the object of wrongdoing by Satan's forces. 
6. God does not like to see people enslaved even if it is by their own ignorance or stupidity.  Gal 5:1 
7. God stands up for the afflicted.  Matt 25:31-46 
  
Heb 2:7 = God's Design 
 
"You have made him (man) for a little while lower (Aor Act Ind ELATTOW = 3x; John 3:30; Heb 2:9 = to make 
less) than the angels; You have crowned (Aor Act Ind STEPHANOW = place victor's wreath upon) him (man) 
with glory (DOXA) and honor (TIM8), and have appointed him over (Aor Act Ind KATHIST8MI) the works of Your 
hands; (manuscript evidence for last phrase is questionable) 
 
C.T.=  "You have made him for a little while lower than the angels; You have crowned him with glory and 

honor, and have appointed him over the works of your hands; 
 
Summary: 
1. Man's present position is lower than angels indicating less power and rulership. 
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2. Yet by bringing into existence this lower creation, God crowned us with glory and honor. 
3. We are made in God's image.  Gen 1:27 
4. Another part of the glory and honor is giving us the authority over the world. 
5. As the authority over the world we should be seeking to exterminate Satan's viewpoint.  2 Cor 10:5 
6. Yet, of ourselves, we are to weak and must have help. 
7. As we cannot save ourselves, neither can we totally establish God's kingdom by ourselves. 
8. Thus as Messiah came the first time because man could not escape the law (Gal 3:24), he will come 

the second time to totally establish his kingdom. 
 
Heb 2:8 = Extent of Authority 
 
"You have put all things in subjection (Aor Act Ind HUPOTASSW) under his feet (man's)."  For in subjecting all 
things to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him.  But now we do not yet see (Pres Act Ind HORAW) all things 
subjected to him (man). 
 
C.T.=  "You have put all things in subjection under his feet."   For in subjecting all things to him, He left 

nothing that is not subject to him.  But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him. 
 
Summary: 
1. Due to the angelic conflict our sphere of authority is not yet complete. 
2. Grace is subjecting all things to him, he left nothing that is not subject to him.  But now we do not 

yet see all things subjected to him. 
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Hebrews 2:9-18 
Christ’s Superiority Over All 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A. Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
B. Christ is Superior to the Angel (1:4-2:18) 

1). The Excellency of Christ (1:4-14) 
2). The First Warning (2:1-4) 
3). Man’s Superiority over the Earth (2:5-8) 
4). Christ’s Superiority over All (2:9-18) 

 
Heb 2:9 = Jesus' Humility—Our Grace 
 
But we do see Him (Pres Act Ind BLEPW = presently, get a glimpse of; spiritual sight) who has been made for a 
little while lower (Perf Pas Ptc ELATTOW = the use of this word in verse 7 was in the Aorist which looks 
simply at the act of; the perfect looks at all the quality involved as well as the lasting results) than the angels, 
namely, Jesus, because of the suffering (PATH8MA = underserved; result of a plan -ma ending) of death (the + 
THANATOS = i.e. On a cross) crowned (Perf Pas Ptc STEPHANOW =  here too is a perfect in place of an aorist 
that was used in V7;  our crown was of grace; his crown was of his work) with glory and honor, that by the 
grace of God He might taste (Aor Mid Sub GEUOMAI = 15x; to experience; Subj = potential from man's 
perspective) death (THANATOS) for (HUPER) everyone. 
 
C.T. = But we do see Him who has been made for a little while lower than angels, namely, Jesus, because of 

the suffering of the death, having been crowned with glory and honor, that by the grace of God He 
might taste death on behalf of everyone. 

 
Summary: 
1. The writers have a spiritual glimpse of our Lord. 
2. Our Lord came from a position higher than angels to win the victory for us.  Php 2:6-8 
3. When he became lower than angels He remained perfect. 
4. His crown was a result of His work, where our crown is a result of the grace from His work. 
5. Grace is not without cost.  (there is no free lunch) 
6. Jesus lowered Himself to take our place on a cross. 
7. Yet, not all will realize it-in time. 
8.   Christ's victory guaranteed the restoration of paradise.  Rev 22 
 
Heb 2:10 = Reason for Suffering 
 
For it was fitting (Imp Act Ind PREPW = fitting, appropriate, necessary) for Him (God), for whom are all things 
(recipient), and through whom (creator) are all things, in bringing many sons (Aor Act Ptc AGW = having 
brought) to glory, to perfect (Aor Act Inf TELEIOW = complete, mature) the author (ARCH8GON = 4x; Acts 
3:15;5:31; Heb 12:2; one who provides the first occasion of anything, takes the lead) of their salvation 
(SWTERIA) through (DIA) sufferings (PATH8MA). 
 
C.T. = For it was fitting for Him, for Whom are all things, and through Whom are all things, in bringing many 

sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings. 
 
Summary: 
1. God's plan called for the Messiah to suffer first. Luke 24:26 
2. Jesus, the Lord, is God.  Rom 11:36 
3. It was fitting to receive back what He created.  Col 1:13-16 
4. His suffering was required to bring us to glory. 
5. Jesus, the author and perfector of the faith (Heb 12:2), was brought to the desired result for His life 

by suffering. 
6. To be the "author" indicates that you already possess something and have communicated it to 

others. 
7. Jesus is the "author" of life.  Acts 3:15 
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8. He is also the "author" of being seated at the right hand of the Father granting repentance and 
forgiveness of sins. Acts 5:31 

9. Our present sufferings are not worthy to be compared to the glory that is to be revealed to us.  Rom 
8:18; Heb 12:2 

10. Comfort and sufferings go hand in hand.  II Cor 1:5-7 
11. When you do what is right and suffer for it, thus you have fellowship with Christ’s sufferings.  Php 

3:10 
12. Have we learned yet to rejoice in our sufferings?  Col 1:24; I Pet 4:13  
13. You are facing no test that is uncommon to man and that is not being passed by someone.  1 Cor 

10:13; 1 Pet 5:9 
14. Suffering is designed to mature us. 
 
Heb 2:11 = He Is Not Ashamed of Us 
 
For both He who sanctifies (Pres Act Ptc HAGIADZW = to set apart, make holy; useful) and those who are 
sanctified (Pres Pas Ptc HAGIADZW = Present tenses indicate that which is ongoing; ph2) are all from one 
Father, for which reason He is not ashamed (OUK + Pres Mid Ind EPAISCHUNW = a feeling of shame or 
disgrace) to call them Brethren, 
 
C.T. =  For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father, for which reason He 

is not ashamed to call them Brethren, 
 
Summary: 
1. God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit is the One who sanctifies.  John 17:17; Eph 5:26; Rom 15:16 
2. The Father also "sanctified" the Son.  John 10:36 
3. Thus the Son can identify with both parties. 
4. We are called to "sanctify" God.  Matt 6:9 & Luke 11:2; 1 Pet 3:15 
5. In view in this verse is the process of sanctification that is to take  place in the life of the Believer in 

time.  (present tenses) 
6. It stands to reason that if you do not sanctify Him in your heart that you will not be sanctified in time. 
7. We should desire that every part of our being be wholly set apart for God looking forward to the time 

that we stand in front of Him.   1 Thes 5:23 
8. It is possible for the Lord to be ashamed of Believers when He returns.  Mark 8:38 & Luke 9:26 
9. When Believers focus on God's kingdom and not their own, He is not ashamed to be called their 

God.  Heb 11:16 
10. Are we ashamed of the gospel?  Rom 1:16; 2 Tim 1:8 
11. We should never be ashamed of suffering for Christ.  2 Tim 1:12; 1 Pet 4:16 
12. We should not accuse other Believers of wrongdoing when they suffer for Christ.  2 Tim 1:16 
13. Let us seek to not be ashamed when we stand in front of Him.  Php 1:20; 1 John 2:28 
 
Heb 2:12 = Singing Praise 
 
Saying, "I (Jesus) will proclaim (Fut Act Ind APAGGELLW) Your (Father) name to my brethren, in the midst of the 
congregation (EKKL8SIA) I will sing Your praise (Fut Act Ind HUMNEW = a song of praise addressed to God)." 
 
C.T. =  Saying, "I will proclaim Your name to my brethren, in the midst of the congregation I will sing Your 

praise." 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer quotes from Psa 22, a Messianic psalm. 
2. Jesus clearly communicated the character (name) of the Father.  Cf1:3 
3. The brethren and assembly in view here are Israel and thus are referring to unbelievers at the first 

advent. 
4. So the function of the sanctifior and the sanctified is to continue to proclaim the character of the 

Father. 
5. One of the ways of doing that is through songs of praise to God. 
6. Jesus concluded the inauguration of the Lord's table with a hymn.  Matt 26:30 & Mark 14:26 
7. Notice that a song of praise preceded the entry into the most intense suffering in history. 
8. A Christian can sing praise to God during suffering and this gets the world's attention.  Acts 16:25 
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9. Singing is a manifestation of the filling of the Holy Spirit.  Eph 5:19 
10. Singing indicates the quality of the dwelling of Christ in us and the emotion of thankfulness to God.  

Col 3:16 
 
Heb 2:13 = Trust 
 
And again, "I will put my trust (EGW + Fut Mid Ind EIMI + Perf a Ptc PEITHW) in Him."  And again, "Behold I and 
the children whom God has given me." 
 
C.T. =  And again, "I will put my trust in Him."  And again, "behold, I and the children whom God has given 

me." 
 
Summary: 
1. The word for trust indicates a complete confidence in God. 
2. The Lord at the First Advent displayed the epitomy of trust. 
3. Our spiritual life and journey begin with trust. 
4. But many times we fall prey to trusting in the flesh.  2 Cor 1:9 
5. The more we learn to trust God in everything, the closer we will get to Him.  Jas 4:8 
6. The more you grow spiritually, the less confidence you will place in the flesh.  Php 3:3 
7. Notice the impact that Jesus had in the Angelic Conflict via: 

A. Sufferings 
B. Holiness 
C. Proclamation 
D. Praise 
E. Trust 

8. Do we see Him as our example and seek to emulate Him? 
 
Heb 2:14 = First Purpose of Divine Fellowship 
 
Since then the children (PAIDIA = of both physical and spiritual implications) share (Perf Act Ind KOINWNEW = 
share, fellowship, on a moment by moment basis; important to understanding ministry of The Holy Spirit; 
Perf indicates completion with lasting results) in flesh and blood (word order reversed; emphasis on inside-
out), He Himself likewise (adv. PARAPL8SIWS = 1x; combination of words meaning near + beside = in a 
similar manner but without Sin Nature) Also partook (Aor Act Ind METECHW) of the same, that (HINA = 
purpose) through death (DIA + Def. Art.+THANATOS = through the death) might render powerless (Aor Act Ind 
KATARGEW = 27x; to reduce to inactivity; Not a loss of being but a loss of well being; to make of no effect; 
Aor = completed act; Act = He did it; Subj = potential in life of Believer) him who had the power (KRATOS = not 
an inherent power but a developed one) of (the) death (THANATOS = physical), that is, the devil (DIABOLOS = 
accuser); 
 
C.T. = Since then the children share in blood and flesh, He Himself in a similar manner also partook of the 

same, that through the death He might make of no effect him who had the power of the death, that is, 
the devil. 

 
Summary: 
1. God himself became flesh and dwelt among us.  John 1:1,14 
2. He became true humanity from the inside-out. 
3. His first purpose was to make of no effect Satan's "power." 
4. Satan saw a weakness in man and seized the opportunity to exercise a control over him. 
5. God has the ultimate say in physical death.  Acts 17:28; Job 1:21;34:14-15 
6. But Satan saw an area of God's authority that he attempted to usurp. 
7. Satan also knew firsthand that the wages of sin is death.  Rom 6:23 
8. So he used his knowledge to acquire a power that he did not inherently possess. 
9. Jesus on a cross undergoing physical death and overcoming it broke that power. 
10. But the realization of that in anyone's life is just a potential. 
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Heb 2:15 = Second Purpose of Divine Fellowship 
 
And might deliver (Aor Act Sub APALLASSW = 3x; to change from; i.e. one status to another; to free from; 
deliver; Luke 12:58 used in a legal  sense of an opponent being appeased and a lawsuit being dropped; Acts 
19:12 of change brought about by a departure; so in view is a change of status) those who through fear 
(PHOBOS) of death (THANATOS w/o Def. Art.) were subject to slavery (IMP EIMI = kept being + DOULEIA = 5x; 
in bondage; Rom 8:15,21; Gal 4:24;5:1; from word group that means to recognize the greatness of the 
master; "death" became their master and guided their life) all their lives (Def. Art. + Pres Act Inf ZAW = the 
time to live). 
 
C.T. = And might change the status of those who through fear of death kept being in bondage during their 

time to live. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus' purpose was not only to defeat the devil but to benefit us in life. 
2. Notice in this verse the concepts of: 

A. Change. 
B. Fear. 
C. Death. 
D. Bondage. 
E. Life. 

3. Without a change being brought about in our life, we will live in fear of death. 
4. The initial change is brought about by faith in the One who is the author of life. 
5. The complete change is brought by an ongoing faith. 
6. Jesus holds the keys to death.  Rev 1:17-18 
7. Bondage to fear is not of the Holy Spirit.  Rom 8:15 
8. He wants to set us free from the bondage of corruption.  Rom 8:21 
9. When one thinks that obedience to law is the source of eternal life, one is in bondage to that law.  Gal 

4:24 
10. We have been set free from that law.  Gal 5:1 
11. We have been set free to serve one another in love. Gal 5:13 
12. Fear of death focuses on self. 
13. When we are afraid we seek to rearrange our environment to make us comfortable.  (if major goal 

you will develop an inner rage at God and others) 
14. We then develop strongholds to hide in seeking to ease our fears. 
15. Sadly, most of them are not of God.  2 Cor 10:3-5 
16. Since there are different types of "death," this verse is also dealing with different types of fear. 
17. Fear is enslaving. 
18. But there is indeed valid fear(s). 
19. So the issue boils down again to what do you choose?  (life or death?) 
 
Heb 2:16 = Personal Assistance 
 
For assuredly (OU GAR D8POU = 1x; ties to preceding word and makes an emphatic statement; without 
doubt) He does not give help (Pres Mid Ind = EPILAMBANW = only2x in pres. To receive upon oneself; take 
hold of; is not taking hold) to angels (gen AGGELOS = Of angels; Aor = did not; Perf = never; looks at present 
ministry of Christ; word for "help" is BO8THEW found in v18), but He gives help (Pres Mid Ind EPILAMBANW 
= is taking hold) to the descendant of Abraham. 
 
C.T. = For without doubt He is not taking hold of angels, but He is taking hold of the descendant of 

Abraham. 
 
Summary: 
1. To "take hold of" means: 

A. To rescue from the danger of physical death.  Matt 14:31 
B. To heal.  Mark 8:23; Luke 14:4 
C. To harm.  Luke 20:20,26;23:26 
D. To present to others.  Luke 9:47 
E. To get information.  Acts 23:19 
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F. To exploit eternal life.  1 Tim 6:12,19 
G. To lead from slavery.  Heb 8:9 

2. Based on the context of slavery, the word means here to rescue from the slavery of the fear of death. 
3. So the interpretation means that what is not now available to angels is available to regenerate man. 

Cf Gal 3:29 
4. Christ is personally interested in releasing you from this bondage. 
5. The fear that you won't be released from this bondage should drive you to Christ so that you may 

"rest" in Him.  Cf 4:1 
6. He is a very present help in time of need.  Psa 46:1-3 
 
Heb 2:17 = Three More Reasons for Blood and Flesh 
 
Therefore, (OTHEN = from which cause or reason; i.e. to release from slavery experientially) He had (IPF 
HWPHEILW = was obligated) to be made like (Aor Pas Inf homoiow = resembling, used often in parables to 
compare; i.e. Humanity w/o Sin Nature) His (the) brethren (ADELPHOS) in all things (racial in view as spiritually 
we are made like him 1 John 3:2), That He might become (Aor Mid Sub GINOMAI = via resurrection) a merciful 
(ELE8MWN =  not simply possessed of pity but actively compassionate; 2x; Matt 5:7)  and faithful (PISTOS = 
consistent) high priest (ARCHIEREUS) in things pertaining to (PROS = before the face of) (the) God, to make 
propitiation (Pres Mid Inf HILASKOMAI = 2x; Luke 18:13; means to appease or satisfy) for the sins (HAMARTIA) 
of the people. 
 
C.T. = Therefore, He was obligated to be made like the brethren in all things, that He might become a 

merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to the God, to make propitiation for the sins of 
the people. 

 
Summary: 
1. Christ took on humanity to set us free. 
2. This was part of the divine, eternal plan. 
3. Christ had to become a target for Satan.  (context) 
4. His desire was to set us free, to release us from slavery. 
5. Release from slavery involves: 

A. Rendering powerless the one who enslaves.  V14 
B. Deliverance from fear of death. 
C. An active compassion on God's part. 
D. A consistent, unchanging plan. 
E. A mediator who understands. 
F. One who can break down the barrier between man and God. 

6. His actions extend beyond positional/theological truth into our experience. 
7. He knows from experience how difficult it is to be merciful. cf Matt 5:7 
8. He also knows about consistency in faithfulness to others. 
9. Yet, He is our high priest because of victory in these areas beyond any other being. 
10. Accepting His propitiation for our sins is the basis of justification. 
11. This requires humility.  Luke 18:9-14 
12. We must never forget or minimize what He did.  1 John 2:1-2 
 
Heb 2:18 = He Understands Testing 
 
For since He Himself was tempted (Aor Pas Ptc PEIRADZW = test to reveal a weakness) in that which He has 
suffered (Perf Act Ind PASCHW), He is able (Pres Pas Ind DUNAMAI = has the power, now) to come to the aid 
(Aor Act Inf BO8THEW = 8x; assistance) of those who are tempted (Pres Mid Ptc PEIRADZW = are being 
tested/tempted). 
 
C.T. = For since He Himself was tested in that which He has suffered, He is powerful to come to the aid of 

those who are tempted. 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ understands from experience the tests and temptations of human life. 
2. He understand the difficulty when Satan or the world probes for weaknesses to win you over or 

cause you to stumble. 
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3. He understands the pressure that comes about from suffering. 
4. He can sympathize with us during these times. Cf 4:15 
5. Our high priest though is powerful 
6. We can be confident in His aid.  Heb 13:5-6 
7. His help begins with salvation.  2 Cor 6:2 
8. It can involve physical protection.  Rev 12:16 
9. We should ask.  Matt 15:25 
10. We should also ask that He help our unbelief.  Mark 9:22-24 
11. To be Christlike, we need to respond to the cry for help from others.  Acts 16:9 
12. The world will seek help from others to persecute the advancing Believer.  Acts 21:28 cf John 15:18 
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Hebrews 3:1-6 
Christ is Superior to Moses 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A. Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
B. Christ is Superior to the Angel (1:4-2:18) 
C. Christ is Superior to Moses (3:1-6) 

 
Introduction: 
1. We have seen Christ's superiority over the prophets and over the angels, now over Moses. 
2. We have seen that He is a better messenger than the prophets or angels. 
3. Now we are going to see that He is a better apostle. 
 
Heb 3:1 = Consider Jesus 
 
Therefore (OUTHEN = from which cause or reason; because of his help to those under testing), holy (HAGIOS 
= set apart, usable) brethren (ADELPHOS), partakers (METOCHOS = 6x; 5x in Heb; to have with; partake; 
1:9:3:14; 6:4; 12:8; Lk 5:7) of a heavenly calling (Lit: a calling (sg.) of heaven (sg) compare with plural of 
partaker; this is a collective calling) consider (Aor Act Imp Katanoew = to perceive clearly; KATA = intensive; 
understand fully; consider closely; according to a standard) Jesus (His name Is actually after this next 
phrase in the Greek; lit: consider the apostle even high priest of our confession, Jesus), the Apostle (Def. 
Art.+ apostolos) and high priest (g-sharp construction; Archiereus; even high priest) of our confession 
(HOMOLOGIA =6x; verb 23x) 
 
C.T. = Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a calling of heaven, consider closely the apostle even high 

priest of our confession, Jesus. 
 
Summary: 
1. This command is to Believers.  (holy brethren) 
2. As Believers we have a calling that is not of this world. 
3. Characteristics of the calling: 

A. It is irrevocable.  Rom 11:29 
B. It is to "boast" in the Lord.  1 Cor 1:26-31 
C. It does not involve energy of the flesh.  1 Cor 7:20 
D. It functions in one hope.  Eph 1:18;4:4 
E. We are to walk  worthy of it.  Eph 4:1; 2 Thes 1:11 
F. It focuses on the things above.  Php 3:14 cf Col 3:1-2 
G. It is holy in that it calls us to his purpose and grace.  2 Tim 1:9 
H. It is a call to love God.  2 Pet 1:5-10 

4. To fulfill this call, we must consider Jesus: 
A. He was sent out (apostle) to function as a high priest. 
B. We must agree with God about Him.  (confession) 
C. We have to consider carefully our own faults.  Matt 7:3 & Luke 6:41; Jas 1:23-24  
D. We must consider our value to be above flora and fauna. Luke 12:24,27 
E. We must consider those who attack Him.  Luke 20:23 
F. We should consider the unusual things in life.  Acts 7:31-32 
G. We also should consider where we are legalistic.  Acts 11:6 
H. Consideration includes walking by faith.  Acts 27:39 
I. We must also consider that our human frailties do not negate God's promises. Rom 4:19-20 
J. We have to consider one another.  Heb 10:24 

5. We must hold fast to our confession of Jesus.  Cf Heb  4:14;10:23 
 

Heb 3:2 = First Consideration—Faithful 
 
He was (Pres Act Ptc EIMI = actually continues sentence, describes Jesus; being) faithful (PISTOS = full of 
faith, steadfast in affection or allegiance, loyal, conscientious, constant, unswerving adherence) to Him who 
appointed Him (Aor Act Ptc POIEW), as (HWS) Moses also was in all His house. 
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C.T. =  Being faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus set the example of consistent loyalty to the father. 
2.   Just because we have been given a mission from God does not guarantee our faithfulness. 
3.   Our eyes must become set on the author and perfector of the faith and His faithfulness to the 

Father and to us. 
4.   Part of our heavenly calling is to become like Jesus in our faithfulness to God. 
5.   Moses is given as an example of a man whose life was characterized by faithfulness even though 

Moses made some mistakes. 
6.   Notice the importance of being faithful within your area of responsibility.  Luke 16:10-13 
 
Heb 3:3 = More Worthy than Moses 
 
For He has been counted worthy (Perf Pas Ind AXIOW =7x; of weight; worth, worthy) of more glory than Moses, 
by just so much as the builder (Def. Art.+Aor Act Ptc KARASKEUADZW = 11x; to prepare, establish, furnish, 
build) of the house has more honor (TIM8) than the house. 
 
C.T. = For He has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder of the 

house has more honor than the house. 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ is superior to Moses. 
2.   He is really the only worthy one.  Rev 4:11;5:2,4,9,12 
3.   Moses implemented the plans that were given him. 
4.   The Lord gave him the plans. 
5.   Design flaws go back to the architect/engineer. 
6.   The credit for good designs also will go to the designer.  (look at the risk) 
7.   Consider a battle plan for the ages. 
8.   Consider Jesus: 
      A. Apostle. 
      B. High priest. 
      C. Faithful. 
      D. Worthy of glory. 
9.   In this analogy, Christ is the designer and implementer of the plan to build and furnish a house. 
10.   Moses, as part of the people of God, was part of the house. 
 
Heb 3:4 = The Supreme Builder 
 
For every house is built (Pres Mid Ind KARASKEUADZW) by someone, but the builder of all things is God. 
 
C.T. =  For every house is buil by someone, but the builder of all things is God. 
 
Summary: 
1. The existence of a house is evidence of a builder. 
2.  The existence of matter and creatures is evidence of a designer and builder. 
3.   Yet God is infinitely above builders of human houses. 
4.   The writer is introducing what he will deal with in more detail in chapter9. 
5.   Application: when your life comes together, God gets the credit. 
 
Heb 3:5 = Second Comparison 
 
Now Moses was faithful (PISTOS) in all His house as a servant (HWS + THERAPWV = 1x; to serve in the sense of 
applying healing; a term of dignity and freedom; an attendant; trans: healing servant), for a testimony 
(MARURION) of those things which were to be spoken later (Fut Pas Ptc LALEW); 
 
C.T. = Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a healing servant, for a testimony of those things which 

were to be spoken later; 
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Summary: 
1. Moses, during his life consistently walked by faith. 
2. Thus he was considered faithful in God's house. 
3. Moses, though holding a high and privileged position was still a servant.  Exo 14:31 
4.   His function (among others) was to apply healing to the people.  (a doctor) 
5.   The cure had to be received by the people for it to be effective.  (so it is today) 
6.   Moses became a type of the great physician.  Luke 4:23; 1 Pet 2:24 
7.   Some people do not see the need for their own healing.  Matt 9:10-13 & Mark 2:16-17 & Luke 5:30-32 
8.   Disease should drive us first to the Lord.  2 Chr 16:12 
9.   Offering human solutions to problems makes one a worthless physician.  Job 13:4 
10.   This type of servant has a special place in the plan of God.  Num 12:1-8 
 
Heb 3:6 = Christ's Superiority 
 
But Christ was faithful as a Son over His (God's) house whose house we are (pronoun + Pres Act Ind EIMI = we 
ourselves are), if (3rd Class) we hold fast (Aor Act Sub KATECHW = hold down, according to a standard) our 
confidence (PARR8SIA = 31x = means "all speech" Pas + RHESIS; denotes freedom of speech, 
unreservedness of utterance; to speak openly, without ambiguity, boldly) and the boast (KAUCH8MA = 11x; 
to glory in or boast) of our hope (ELPIS = Jesus Christ) firm (BEBAIOS = firm, without moving) until the end. 
 
C.T. = But Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we ourselves are if (3rd) we hold 

fast our boldness and the boast of our hope firm until the end. 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ did not take advantage of His position as a family member, but He too was faithful. 
2.   In the analogy, Christ is the head of God's house which is the church. 
3.   The writer is talking about an experiential dwelling in God's house.  Cf John 15 
4.   He gives two conditions: 
      A. Boldness 
      B. Boasting 
5.   We are to be tenacious in these until we meet Him face-to-face. 
6.   Boldness involves speaking openly and clearly about the Son of God and looks at the action. 
7.   Boasting involves speaking openly and clearly about the Son of God and looks at the content. 
8.   Both of these come as results of the Holy Spirit at work in and through our lives. Cf 2 Tim 1:7 
9.   When these two conditions are met we are functioning as part of His spiritual house in time. 1 Pet 2:5 
10.   And in Them we will find "rest."  cf v11 
 
Boldness: 
1. Vocabulary: 
      A. PARR8SIA = 31x; openness of speech. 
      B. PARR8SIADZOMAI = 9x; to speak openly. 
2.   Christ, at the first advent, set the example of boldness of speech.  Mark 8:32 (you may face some 

opposition from close friends) John 18:19-24 
3.   This boldness is not one that promotes oneself.  John 7:1-5 
4.   Fear of what people will think hinders this boldness.  John 7:13 
5.   The cosmos does not know how to respond to valid boldness.  John 7:26 
6.   Even when who Christ is is made clear, some will not believe.  John 10:24 
7.   Some can only learn through bold, clear language.  John 11:11-15 
8.   The timing of boldness is a function of wisdom.  John 11:54 
9.   Some cannot accept the bold, clear things of God initially and need some time for their faith to grow. 
10.   True boldness must be based on facts.  Acts 2:29 
11.   Boldness for Christ does not begin with massive or formal education but out of a love for Him. Acts 4:13 
12.   We need to pray for boldness, for ourselves and others.  Acts 4:29; Eph 6:19-20 
13.   The Lord will answer that prayer.  Acts 4:31;28:31 (closes the book of Acts ) 
14.   True boldness is a result of the ministry of the Holy Spirit, that is based on our position in Christ.  2 Cor
 3 (esp v12) Eph 3:12 
15.   Thus it builds a confidence in what God can do in even a person living a carnal life or a carnal church.  2
 Cor 7:1-4 
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16.   Do we desire to have that boldness?  Php 1:20 (or is fear shutting down our life?) 
17.   The pseudo boldness of the cosmos was boldly disarmed at the cross.  Col 2:15 
18.   Pressures of life should not shut down our boldness but urge us to boldly press on.  1 Thes 2:2 
19.   Deacons should have a boldness in the faith.  1 Tim 3:13 
20.   Boldness in authority is not the most desireable method to use.  Phle 8-9 
21.   Boldness is an important part of the Christian life. Heb 3:6 
22.   We are to boldly draw near to the Throne of Grace.  Heb 4:16 
23.   Boldness is needed to enter the Christian life. Heb 10:19 
24.   Boldness has a great reward.  Heb 10:35 
25.   Do we have the true boldness to stand before Him at the Judgment Seat?  1 John 2:28;4:17 
26.   True boldness only comes out of love.  1 John 3:16-24 
27.   And leads to true boldness in prayer.  1 John 5:14 
28.   Boldness, not timidity, built the church/house of God.  Acts 9:27-28;13:46:14:3;18:26:19:8;26:26 
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Hebrews 3:7-4:13 
Christ is Superior to Joshua 

 
1.    The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A.   Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
B.   Christ is Superior to The Angels (1:4-2:18) 
C.   Christ is Superior to Moses (3:1-6) 
D.   Christ is Superior to Joshua (3:7-4:13) 

 
Heb 3:7 = Spiritual Communication 
 
Therefore (DIO = draws conclusion from paragraph; i.e. Who Jesus Christ is and who Moses is and their 
comparison), just as the Holy Spirit says (Pres Act Ind LEGW = still  Acts 9:27-28; 13:46-14:3; 18:26-19:8; 
26:26), “Today (S8MERON = 41x; this day, today), if (EAN) you hear (Aor Act Sub AKOUW = may hear, 3rd 
class condition, 2nd of 4 “ifs”, compare V14,15) His (God’s) voice, (Psalm 95:7) 
 
C.T. =  Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you may hear His voice,” 
 
Summary: 
1. This phrase is found in a psalm of praise and worship that includes a warning. (Psa 95:7f) 
2.   The writer of Hebrews lets us know that it is an utterance from the Holy Spirit that was not only 

valid then but now. 
3.   The Holy Spirit wants to get our attention today! 
4.   He speaks through the written word.  2 Pet 1:20-21 
5.   Hearing His voice involves a choice on your part. 
6.   Each day requires that decision. 
7.   And then decisions that act on what you hear. 
 
Heb 3:8 = Don't Reject It 
 
Do not harden (M8 + Aor Act Sub SKL8RUNW =6x; to make dry or hard; leave out the oil or water that softens) 
your hearts as (HWS = analogy) when they provoked Me (lit: in the provocation;parapikrasmos = 2x; sharpness 
alongside; provocation; cf v15), as in the day of trial (PEIRASMOS = testing to reveal weakness) in the 
wilderness, 
 
C.T. =  Do not harden your hearts as in the provocation, as in the day of testing in the wilderness, 
 
Summary: 
1.   "Hardening of the heart" involves not hearing or doing what the Holy Spirit instructs us to do. 
2.   It is a rejection of the Spirit's instructions. 
3.   The Exodus generation kept saying no to God. 
4.   Some didn't listen, some didn't do. 
5.   Hardening is brought about by choosing sin instead of God. 
6.   God tests us to apply His word. 
7.   The testing is so that we may know our weaknesses. 
8.   And come to realize the need for His help.  Cf2:18 
9.   Hardening is also brought about by making your own rules and thus becoming your own God. 
10.   If we want to hold fast our boldness and boast, then we must choose to hear His voice and not  

reject it. 
 

Heb 3:9 = Testing God 
 
Where (in wilderness) your fathers (forefathers) tried Me (Aor Act Ind PEIRADZW = looked for weakness in 
God) by testing Me (DOKIMOS = test for approval; did not believe that God is good), and saw (Aor Act Ind 
HORAW) My works for forty years. 
 
C.T. =  Where your fathers tried Me by testing Me, and saw My works for forty years. 
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Summary: 
1.   Even when we are in the "wilderness" God is with us. 
2.   We have a historical precedent of people questioning and challenging God's intentions and  

goodness. 
3.   We tend to look for a weakness in God so that we may get our own way. (PEIRADZW) 
4.   We want Him to prove Himself to us.  (DOKIMOS) 
5.   People will do this even in the face of daily miracles. 
6.   Self-centered people test God consistently. 
7.   Yet His grace gives us a multitude of chances to begin making the right decisions. 
8.   Holding fast to our boldness and boast does not include testing God.  (looking for weaknesses in  

Him or getting Him to prove Himself to us) 
 
 Heb  3:10 = God's Anger 
 
"Therefore (DIO) I was angry (Aor Act Ind PROSOCHTHIDZW = 2x; v17 = to be displeased with, sorely vexed; 
greatly displeased) with this generation, and said, 'they always go astray (Pres Pas Ind PLANAW) in their heart;  
and they did not know (OUK+Aor Act Ind GINWSKW) My ways; 
 
C.T. = "Therefore, I was greatly displeased with this generation, and said, 'they always go astray in their    

heart; and they did not know My ways; 
 
Summary: 
1. God is not pleased with those who test Him. 
2.   Especially a generation who is consistently testing Him. 
3.   Going astray is indicative of being deceived.  (what the word actually means) 
4.   Satan is a master at it.  Rev 12:9 
5.   Many claimed that Christ was doing this.  John 7:12 
6.   In mankind the deception begins when we do not pay attention to God's ways. 
7.   We are not to be deceived into thinking that sin is acceptable to God.  1 Cor 6:9-10;15:33-34 
8.   What we sow we will reap.  Gal 6:7 
9.   Deception is characteristic of the last days. 2 Tim 3:13 
10. It is a characteristic of unbelievers.  Titus 3:3 
11. We must realize that which is of God.  Jas 1:16-17 
12. We are to reach out to those who are deceived.  Jas 5:19-20 
13. When we stray we should return to God.  1 Pet 2:25 
14. Money will deceive us.  2 Pet 2:15 
15. Saying we have no sin nature is indicative of being deceived.  1 John 1:8 
16.   The true ministry of the Holy Spirit keeps us from being deceived.   1 John 2:26-27 
17.   Let us not be deceived out of righteousness.  1 John 3:7 
18.   Holding fast our boldness and boast involves not being deceived by Satan. 
 
Heb 3:11 = Don't Miss Blessing 
 
As I swore in my wrath (ORG8), they shall not enter My rest (KATAPAUSIS = rest according to a standard) 
 
C.T. =  As I swore in my wrath, they shall not enter My rest. 
 
Summary: 
1. God's anger toward testing and challenging Him is clear. 
2.   The blessings of rest and peace are not attained by challenging Him. 
3.   Rejecting what the Holy Spirit says leads to: 
      A. Hardening of the heart 
      B. Testing God 
      C. Being deceived 
      D. No rest 
4.   On the other hand, accepting what the Holy Spirit says leads to: 
      A. Boldness 
      B. Proper boasting 
      C. Accepting what God says 
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      D. A teachable heart 
      E. Trusting God 
      F. Divine guidance  (not deceived/going astray) 
      G. Knowledge of His will 
      H. Rest 
 
Heb 3:12 = The Second Warning 
 
Take care (Pres Act Imp BLEPW = look out), brethren, lest there should be (Fut Mid Ind EIMI = not a potential 
but a promise if the following occurs) in any one of you an evil (PONEROS = not inherent but Becomes), 
unbelieving (APISTIA = without faith) heart (KARDIA = not the body organ but the central part of our being; 
body organs are consistently used to denote emotions; rejection of God's word because you don't like it), in 
falling away (Aor Act Inf APHIST8MI = standing away from; conscious choice) from the living God. 
 
C.T. = Take care, brethren, lest there will be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in standing away 

from the living God. 
 

Summary: 
1.   The first warning is to not "drift away" indicating being unwittingly trapped by the world because  

we did not pay close enough attention to God's word.  Cf2:1 
2.   This warning indicates a conscious choice on the part of the individual. 
3.   Choosing against God is evil and is a result of unbelief. 
4.   This warning is to the community of Believers that are to look out not only for themself but others. 
5.   When you take a stand away from God there is obviously no living personal relationship with Him  

at that time. 
6.   The living God wants a personal relationship with you.  
7.   It is not His choice that we don't have it.  1 Tim 2:4 
8.   We have to look for times when we choose against Him. 
9.   And of course make the necessary adjustments in our life. 
10.   Unbelief and disobedience go hand-in-hand.  Cf 3:18-19 
11.   These characteristics exclude one from God's "rest." 
12.   These characteristics are typical of the unsaved.  Rev 21:8 
13.   The Christian life is a walk of faith. 
 
 Heb  3:13 = Principle for the Body 
 
But (ALLA) encourage one another (Pres Act Imp PARAKALEW = call alongside + HEAUTOS = reflexive; 
denotes that the agent and the person acted upon are the same) day after day (lit: according to each day), as 
long as it is still called "today," lest any one of you be hardened (Aor Pas Sub SKL8RUNW) by the deceitfulness 
(APAT8) of (the) sin. 
 
C.T. = But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "today," lest any one of you  

be hardened by the deceitfulness of the sin. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer gives a responsibility of the community of Believers to each other. 
2.   It is important to do this on a daily basis.  (becomes a daily "discipline") 
3.   PARAKALEW is translated as encourage, exhort, comfort, beseech, and intreat. 
4.   It means to call alongside, thus we need to be heading in the right direction.  Gal 6:1-2 
5.   We should encourage one another to not choose against God (evil) and to trust Him. 
6.   Our sin nature will trick us if we are not careful. 
7.   When it consistently gets away with it we become hardened to God's word. 
8.   Walking by faith should bring about a softening because of the truth of forgiveness.  (grace and  

mercy cf 4:16) 
9.   The writer is clearly pointing out the importance of individuals within the community of Believers. 
10.   These principles are not limited to one local church. (this book is not addressed to one local  

church) 
11.   The sin nature will cause us to stand away from God. 
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12.   As we see the day drawing near we are to encourage one another all the more.  Heb 10:25  
13.   And we are not limited to one local church. (this book is not addressed to one local church)  
 

Hebrews Chapter 4 
Introduction: 
1. Remember the context of Chapter 3. 
2. This is the same paragraph. 
3. Consider the four "if's." 

A. 3:06 =  hold fast our confidence.... 
B. 3:07 =  hear His voice... 
C. 3:14 =  hold fast the beginning.... 
D. 3:15 =  hear His voice... 

4. We must approach this chapter not seeking ways to get God to carry out our will, but having the rest 
that only comes from life within His will. 

5. The "rest" that is being discussed here does not lead to further autonomy in man but to dependence 
on God. 

6. Rest does not refer to a lack of any activity. Cf 3:6 
7. The writer is going to refer us to rest at the point of salvation, to the Believer in time and eternity. 
 
Heb 4:1 = The Second Exhortation 
 
Therefore (OUN = draws the paragraph to a conclusion; no confidence in God results in no rest), let us fear 
(1pl Aor Mid Sub PHOBEW = "we" is bel.'s; Aor. = as a lifestyle, Mid = act of the will; Subj. = permissible; we 
may fear) lest while a promise (EPAGGELIA = a message upon a message;14x in Heb. More than any other 
New Testament book; that which has been stated emphatically by God; all promises are prophetic) remains 
(Pres Pas Ptc KATALEIPW = is left out based on a standard; i.e. we don't believe it) of entering (Aor Act Ind 
EISERCHOMAI) His rest (KATAPAUSIS = a ceasing based on a standard; downward action; 9x;8x in Heb . Cf 
Acts 7:49; verb KATAPAUW = 4x; 3x in Heb ), any one of you (TIS = indefinite pronoun) should seem (Pres Act 
Sub DOKEW = may think; i.e. In own mind) to have come short of it (Perf Act Inf HUSTEREW = 16x;3x in Heb; 
used in Rom 3:23; Php 4:12; have a need due to a lack) 
 
C.T. = Therefore, we may fear lest, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may think 

to have come short of it. 
 
Summary: 
1. The first exhortaition is to worship God. 1:6 
2. This second exhortation is directly related to the need for the community of Believers to encourage 

one another.  Cf3:13;4:11 
3. The writer states a valid fear in our life-lack of focus on the promises of God's word. 
4. This then is an indirect encouragement to study all of His word.  
5. The next verse will encourage us to deploy them into our life via faith. 
6. There are two basic words translated as rest: 

A. ANAPAUSIS = rest upward. 
B. KATAPAUSIS = rest downward. 

7. KATAPAUSIS looks at receiving the rest that comes down from God. 
8. ANAPAUSIS looks at the relationship that developes upward with God. 

A. If we come to Him, He will give us rest. Matt 11:28-29 
B. Demons seek it but don't find it.  Matt 12:43 & Luke 11:24 
C. It will not be there for those who take the "Mark of the Beast."  Rev 14:11 
D. Spiritual sleep does not constitute this rest. Matt 26:45 
E. This rest cannot be based on material things.  Luke 12:16-21 
F. Believers can play a role in helping other Believers to rest.  1 Cor 16:18; 2 Cor 7:13; Phle 

1:7,20 
G. You may experience this rest during intense suffering, because it is from the Holy Spirit.  1 

Pet 4:12-14 
H. The rest includes labors for God.  Rev 14:13 

9. Promises from God usually carry conditions with them. Cf 3:14; Abrahamic covenant; Rom 8:28 
10. Where there is a condition there is always an issue of trust in God. 
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11. How many promises from God are indelibly etched in your soul?  (don't wait for me to give them to 
you) 

12. Do we demand that He make good on His promises right now? cf Heb 11:13 
13. Do we answer the door that He is knocking on or are we trying to get Him to answer the door that we 

are knocking on?  Rev 3:20 
14. Some major promises of the word: 

A. Rom 8:1,28,35:39 
B. John 10:27-29 
C. Jer 29:11-13 
D. 2 Chr 7:14 
E. John 16:13 
F. 2 Tim 4:6-8 
G. John 14:-1-3 

15. Do we believe that God is good?  Psa 106:1;136:1; Jer 33:11 
 
Heb 4:2 = The Issue of Faith/Trust 
 
For indeed we have had good news preached to us (Pres Act Ind EIMI + Perf Pas  Ptc EUAGGELIDZW = a 
message of good; cf EPAGGELIA; Pres Paraphrastic) just as they did also; but (ALLA) the word (LOGOS) they 
heard (lit: of the hearing) did not profit them (OUK + Aor Act Ind HWPHELEW = profit/benefit), because it was 
not united (Perf Pas Ptc SUGKERANNUMI = mixed together; Perf tense; united) by (the) faith (PISTIS = 1st use 
in Heb  of 32x out of 243x in New Testament; only exceeded by Romans where used 40x; a trust/acceptance 
of a person/object) in those who heard (Aor Act Ptc AKOUW). 
 
C.T. =  For indeed we have had good news preached to us just as they did also; but the word of the hearing 

did not profit them, because it was not united by the faith in those who heard. 
 
Summary: 
1. The hearing of the Word of God is of no profit unless it is believed. 
2. The writer is again comparing the past actions of man with the present day. 
3. The good news has always been the same.  Gen 15:6 
4. But has it brought about a profit in our life? 
5. If we do not trust it, there is no profit to us. 
6. The cosmos has a counterfeit of profit: 

A. It can lead to not honoring one’s father and mother.  Matt 15:5 & Mark 7:11 
B. It says that profit is found in the things of the world.  Matt 16:26 & Mark 8:36 & Luke 9:25 
C. When we don’t get her profit that we want in the world there is a tendency to want to “wash 

our hands” of it.  Matt 27:24 
D. Or to attack that which is harming our “profit.”  John 12:19 
E. It has a basis in forms of the law.  Rom 2:25 

7. God has offered a valid profit that is based on faith: 
A. It is based in the Holy Spirit.  John 6:63 
B. It is motivated by love.  1 Cor 13:3 
C. It seeks to profit others.  1 Cor 14:6 
D. It does not trade ritual for freedom.  Gal 5:2 
E. It is strengthened by grace.  Heb 13:9 
F. It is a result of godliness.  1 Tim 4:8 
G. It recognizes that “profit” is in the Scriptures.  2 Tim 3:16 
H. Good deeds flow from this faith which are profitable.  Titus 3:8 

8. Doubting God is the foundation of our fallen nature and is an attitude about God that is the deepest 
issue of our lives. 

 
Heb 4:3 = Belief Enters Rest 
 
For we (who had the good news preached to us) who have believed (Def. Art. + Aor Act Ptc PISTEUW = the 
ones having believed; antecedent action to verb for “enter into”) enter that rest (Pres Mid Ind EISERCHOMAI 
= are entering into + KATAPAUSIS = rest from God), just as (KATHWS) He (The Lord) has said, “As I swore in 
My wrath (ORG8 = slow burning wrath), they shall not enter (EI + Fut Mid Ind EISERCHOMAI = EI is used as the 
weak negative M8; same construction as in 3:11 which introduces a simple 1st class condition,) My rest,”  
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although His works were finished (Aor Pas Ptc GINOMAI = were finished) from the foundation (KATABOL8 = 
thrown down according to standard, disorderly foundation, looks at the effects of the fall) of the world. 
 
C.T. =  For we who believed enter that rest, just as He has said, “As I swore in My wrath, they shall not enter 

My rest,” although His works were finished from the disorderly foundation of the world. 
 
Summary: 
1. Belief is a prerequisite for entering God’s rest. 
 A. The “rest” of salvation from one trying to gain their own salvation. 
 B. The “rest” of the Christian life from one trying to function autonomously. 
2. The writer present the argument in a Thesis-Antithesis arrangement. 
3. No belief and therefore disobedience (cf 3:18-19) excludes anyone from entering God’s rest. 
4. This is a clear statement of fact. 
5. The unusual grammatical construction points out that the Exodus Generation could not enter 

because they did not meet the condition of belief, not that God would not let their volition function. 
6. God’s creative works were finished, thus He set the pattern. 
7. Thus man should not try to create his own salvation.  Acts 4:12 
8. God’s plan was set in motion before man came into existence. 
9. God’s plan allowed for all the decisions that man would make including those against Him. 
 
Heb 4:4 = The Day of God’s Rest 
 
For He has thus said somewhere (Gen 2:2) concerning the seventh day, “And God rested (Aor Act Ind 
KATAPAUW = at a point of time) on the seventh day from all His works.” 
 
C.T. = For He has thus said somewhere concerning the seventh day, “And God rested on the seventh day 
from all His works.” 
 
Summary: 
1. God did not enter into a state of idleness because He is still at work in many areas.  John 5:17; Php 

1:6; 2:13; Heb 4:12 
2. He did enter a rest from creating after noting that what had been done was “very good.”  Gen 1:31 
3. Therefore, the “rest” includes a satisfaction from what has been done. 
 
Heb 4:5 = Don’t Forget 
 
And again in this passage, “They shall not enter My rest.”  (same construction as in 4:3) 
 
C.T. = And again in this passage, “They shall not enter My rest.” 
 
Summary: 
1. Again the construction notes not that they cannot but would not. 
2. What was left out was trust in God. 
3. The writer is approaching this subject from every angle.  (He quotes Psa 95:7-11; then 95:7; then 

95:11; then 95:7) 
4. The conclusion is the same, trust God. 
 
Heb 4:6 = Some Are Missing It 
 
Since therefore (OUN = conclusion drawn because some rejected it) it remains (Pres Pas Ind APOLEIPW = is 
remaining) for some to enter it, and those who formerly had good news preached to them (Aor Act Ptc 
EUAGGELIDZW) failed to enter because of disobedience (APEITHEIA = no confidence). 
 
C.T. = Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly had good news preached to 

them failed to enter because of no confidence. 
 
Summary: 
1. Some people are choosing not to enter God’s rest. 
2. They are rejecting the good news. 
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3. The good news is focused on God’s rest. 
4. The “rest” is a cessation from dead works that are a result of energy of the flesh.  Cf 6:1 
 
Heb 4:7 = Grace—But Don’t Wait 
 
He again fixes (Pres Act Ind HORIDZW = fixes, defines, determines as the horizon) a certain day, “Today,” 
saying through David after so long a time just as has been said before (in principle to the Exodus Generation 450 
years before David wrote it),  “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden (M8 + Pres Act Sub SKL8RUNW) your 
hearts.” 
 
C.T. = He again fixes a certain day, “Today,” saying through David after so long a time just as has been 

said before,  “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts. 
 
Summary: 
1. If you are one who has not entered God’s rest, the time has come. 
2. The issue for mankind has always been “what about right now” concerning trust in God. 
3. Do we hear His voice, believe His voice, have confidence in His voice and obey His voice? 
4. Or do we not pay attention to His voice or not believe it or not trust it and thus disobey? 
5. We are not to become hardened in any way to God’s Word. 
6. This is the universal principle of Psalms 95:7-11 
 
Heb 4:8 = Joshua’s “Rest” 
 
For (an explanation of verse 7) if (EI = 2nd class condition) Joshua had given them rest (Aor Act Ind 
KATAPAUW = i.e. a rest from God; but he didn’t), He (God) would not have spoken (IPF Act Ind LALEW = kept 
on speaking) of another day after that. 
 
C.T. = For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken of another day after that. 
 
Summary: 
1. Joshua, the man, could not give them God’s rest.  (no man can) 
2. The Conquest Generation had a golden opportunity to enter into all the fullness of God’s rest. 

A. They had a prosperous land. 
B. Their enemies were afraid of them. 
C. They had claimed God’s promise concerning the land He promised. 

3. Yet, they had to forsake all the foreign gods to fully take hold of it.  Josh 23-24 
4. They made it for about 20 years according to Josephus the Jewish historian. 
5. After the period of the Judges where Israel went up and down spiritually, they entered into the time 

of David. 
6. All Believers have always had the opportunity to take hold of God’s rest. 
7. But it involves a total trust in God. 
 
Heb 4:9 = It’s Still Available 
 
There remains (Pres Pas Ind APOLEIPW) therefore (still unclaimed by a generation at the time of writing; not 
claimed yet) a Sabbath rest (SABBATISMOS = 1X; a Sabbath-keeping; something that is ongoing and not just 
reserved for the 7th day) for the people of God. 
 
C.T. = There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of God. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Sabbath Day was instituted under the Mosaic Law in order to set aside time to focus on the 

creative acts of God.  Exo 20:8-11 
2. Since in our context we are clearly told that He rested on the seventh day, we are referred to His plan 

set in motion. 
3. Throughout history, people have tried to alter God’s plan to fit their own plans. 
4. So the Sabbath rest in view is a constant, ongoing focus on God’s plan. 
5. Also by context, the rest available to us is one that trusts in His plan. 
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6. How could we as mere mankind possibly think we could impose our agenda on the One who spoke 
and brought the heavens into existence? 

7. This rest is clearly a harmonious relationship with God. 
 
Heb 4:10 = What the Rest Consists of 
 
For the one who has entered His rest (KATAPAUSIS) has himself also rested (Aor Act Ind KATAPAUW) from his 
works, as God did from His. 
 
C.T. = For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His. 
 
Summary: 
1. Rest does not mean a lack of activity or idleness. 
2. In fact this rest will be characterized by a high degree of activity.  Cf 4:12 
3. God ceased His creative activity because the creation of the world was complete. 
4. Have we stopped trying to create our own world? 
5. The foundation of the fallen nature is to doubt God. 
6. This doubt is at the core of our being. 
7. This leads to self-serving activity. 
8. When we doubt God we will seek an antidote for the pain. 

A. We will find a person or thing that we “need.” 
B. Then we will dislike that person when he, she or it does not fill our “need.” 
C. Then we will dislike ourselves when we cannot order our world the way we want it to be. 

9. This is our inside story. 
10. Which leads to self-protection which involves a determination to survive. 
11. Our antidote for pain determines how we will approach our relationships, which is our present story. 

A. We are going to survive in our relationships. 
B. We will develop a method to survive. 

12. This leads to self-centeredness characterized by hardness, insensitivity, lack of compassion and 
manipulative agendas. 

13. Notice that all of this grows out of doubting God. 
14. Therefore, the solution begins with the courage to have confidence in God’s goodness, which 

combats our self-service. 
15. And then to have the courage to seek in our own uniqueness that which can serve a good purpose 

for God, which combats our self-protection. 
16. And then to give ourselves away to others which combats our self-centeredness. 
 
Heb 4:11 = Warning and Exhortation #3 
 
Let us therefore be diligent (Aor Act Sub SPOUDADZW = 11x; to make an honest effort with zeal and speed) to 
enter that rest, lest anyone fall through (Aor Act Sub PIPTW = may fall through) following the same example 
(HUPODEIGMA) of disobedience (APATHEIA = no confidence). 
 
C.T. = Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall through following the same example of 

no confidence. 
 
Summary: 
1. Diligence means to make an honest effort with zeal and speed. 
2. One application of diligence involves caring for the poor.  Gal 2:10 
3. We are to be diligent concerning unity of the Spirit.  Eph 4:3 
4. We are to be diligent toward the Body.  1 Thes 2:17 
5. We have to be diligent in our study of the Word.  2 Tim 2:15 cf 4:1 
6. There should be diligence to help communicators of God’s Word.  2 Tim 4:9,21; Titus 3:12 
7. We must be diligent in pursuing the Greatest Commandments.  2 Pet 1:5-10 
8. The communicator must be diligent in imparting information that will help the hearers.  2 Pet 1:15 
9. We must be diligent concerning the time which we are going to stand in front of our Lord.  2 Pet 3:14 
10. If we drift away (2:1) and then make a conscious choice against God (3:12), we will fall.  (3rd warning) 
11. However, if we worship God (1:6) and seek His promises (4:1) and are diligent then we will enter His 

rest. 
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12. A lack of confidence in God is serious: 
A. A person who never has confidence in Him concerning His Son is facing His eternal wrath.  

John 3:36; Eph 5:6; 1 Pet 2:7-8 
B. Only His mercy permits our continued existence.  Rom 11:30-32 
C. Those who lack confidence in God may get militant toward those who trust Him.  Acts 14:2; 

17:5; 19:9; Rom 15:31 
D. It will guarantee tribulation of soul.  Rom 2:8-9 
E. Believers who have no confidence are living as though they are still dead in their sins.  Eph 

2:1-2 
F. Thus there is no rest.  Heb 3:18; 4:6 
G. Wives, your calm confidence in God is the best possible witness to a husband who lacks 

confidence in God.  1 Pet 3:1 
H. Judgment for a lack of confidence begins first with the household of God.  1 Pet 4:17-19 

13. Notice that the community of Believers is to try to help each other so that none of us fall. 
 
Heb 4:12 = God’s Word 
 
For (GAR = explanation of the reason for diligence) the word (HO LOGOS) of (the) God is (1) living (Pres Act 
Ptc ZAW = ongoing) and (2) active (ENERG8S = operative) and (3) sharper (TOMWTEROS – 1X) than any two-
edged sword (MACHAIRA), and (4) piercing (Pres Mid Ind DIIKNEOMAI = 1X; to go all the way through) as far as 
the division (MERISMOS) of soul (PSUCH8) and spirit (PNEUMA), or joints and marrow, and (5) able to judge 
(KRITIKOS) the thoughts (ENTHUM8SIS = 4x; Matt 9:4; 12:25; Acts 17:29) and intentions (ENNOIA = 2x; 1 Pet 
4:1) of the heart (KARDIA). 
 
C.T. = For the word of the God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as 

far as the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 

 
Summary: 
1. We must never forget that the written word bears witness of the Living Word.  John 5:39-47 
2. The Living Word is what brings about our New Birth from incorruptible seed.  1 Pet 1:23 
3. God’s Word was spoken through angels.  Heb 2:2 
4. Without faith the Word is of no profit.  Heb 4:2 
5. The personal Living Word knows you from the inside-out. Heb 4:13 
6. When we study the written word it must be for the purpose of meeting the Living Word. 
7. The Living Word is active in the sense of effective.  1 Cor 16:9; Phle 6 
8. So the Living Word is not idle even though at “rest.” 
9. In fact the Living Word is a dangerous adversary when one dares to try to stand against Him.  (more 

so than the MACHAIRA) 
10. The Living Word became incarnate to speak words of truth that would reach to the innermost 

recesses of our being.  Isa 49:1-4 
11. The Holy Spirit is to guide the use of this sword.  Eph 6:17 
12. He is going to bring it back.  Rev 19:15 
13. Christ also wields a two-edged sword.  Rev 1:16; 2:12 
14. The important issue of this verse is that God’s Word, the mind of Christ, reaches into the innermost 

recesses of our being. 
15. It distinguishes between the material and immaterial. 
16. Notice the The Word is the standard and Christ is the Judge.  Heb 12:23; Acts 10:42; 2 Tim 4:8 
17. We must be extremely careful not to try to fill His shoes.  Matt 7:1; Jas 4:11-12 cf 2:4 
18. We need to let His word probe our soul so that our thoughts and intentions may be examined.  2 Cor 

13:5 
A. The “thoughts” in view refer specifically to inner feelings. 
B. The “intentions” look at functions “in the mind.”  1 Pet 4:1 

19. Where there is a lack of confidence in God, whether cognizant or not, there is no rest. 
20. Do we trust God enough to let His word do surgery on our soul? 
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Heb 4:13 = All Are Accountable 
 
And there is no (OUK + Pres Act Ind EIMI = there does not exist) creature (KTISIS) hidden (APHAN8 = not 
manifest) from His sight (Lit: before Him), but all things are open (GUMNA = naked) and laid bare (Perf Pas Ptc 
TRACH8LIDZW = 1x; to seize and twist the neck as wrestlers do; with the head thrown back and the neck 
exposed, vulnerable) to the eyes of Him with Whom we have to do (Lit: with Him, the Word, before Whom is to 
us) 
 
C.T. = And there is no creature not manifested before Him, but all things are naked and vulnerable to the 

eyes of Him with Whom we have to do. 
 
Summary: 
1. Ever since the Garden man has been attempting to hide from God, which is impossible. 
2. There is no rest. 
3. When Adam let God do the surgery, he was blessed with the woman. 
4. When they were naked before God, there was no problem. 
5. But when they tried to clothe themselves, the problems of their now-fallen nature surfaced. 
6. Now we are to clothe our nakedness with God’s armor.  Eph 6:10-17 
7. We are totally and completely vulnerable to God, so why do we try to outmaneuver or outfox Him? 
8. He sees all our flaws and still loves us. 
9. Will we love Him back by entering His rest, i.e. trusting Him in all things? 
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Hebrews 4:14-16 
Exhortation to Hold Fast 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A. Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
B. Christ is Superior to the Angel (1:4-2:18) 
C. Christ is Superior to Moses (3:1-6) 
D. Christ is Superior to Joshua (3:7-4:13) 
E. Christ is Superior to the Aaronic Priesthood (4:14-7:28) 

1). Exhortation to Hold Fast (4:14-16) 
 
Heb 4:14 = Exhortation #4—Our Great High Priest 
 
Since then (OUN = a conclusion drawn from the previous paragraph) we have (Pres Act Ptc ECHW = are 
having) a great (MEGAS) High Priest (ARCHIEREUS) who has passed through (Perf Act Ptc DIERCHOMAI) the 
heavens, Jesus the Son (only One) of (the) God, let us hold fast (Pres Act Sub KRATEW = to have power to get 
possession of; obtain, to hold on and not let go; KATECHW is used in 3:6,14 meaning to have based on a 
standard; this means to hang on at all costs; cf 6:18) our (the) confession (HOMOLOGIA = agreement). 
 
C.T. = Since then we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of the 

God, let us secure the confession. 
 
Summary: 
1. This fourth exhortation grows out of the fact that our Spiritual Leader has passed through the 

heavens. 
2. No other High Priest did that and took His seat at the right hand of the Father. 
3. We have a statement of fact (a promise) in which our Hope is secure, if we flee for refuge to Him.  Cf 

Heb 6:18 
4. We have this security based on His standards.  (KATECHW) 

A. We must hold fast our confidence.  Heb 3:1 
B. We must hold fast the beginning of the assurance.  Heb 3:14 
C. Then we can hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering.  Heb 10:23 

5. “The confession” looks at agreeing with the Father that Jesus is our Apostle and High Priest.  Heb 3:1 
6. We are exhorted to “secure” this confession which means to hang on at all costs. 

A. It involves worship.  Heb 1:6 
B. It involves knowing and believing the promises.  Heb 4:1 
C. It involves a diligentce to enter God’s rest.  Heb 4:11 

7. This confession recognizes our transitory nature.  Heb 11:23 
8. It inovles praise to God by confessing His Name.  Heb 13:15 
9. When each part of the Body “secures” the Head, the Body unites and grows.  Col 2:19 
10. This is an application of “loving the Lord your God with all your ….”  Mark 12:29-31 
 
Heb 4:15 = Our High Priest 
 
For (GAR = explains why we can have confidence to hold to the confession) we do not have (OU + Pres Act 
Ind ECHW) a High Priest who cannot (M8 + Pres Pas Ind DUNAMAI = is not powerful enough; note that it takes 
power to sympathize with others’ weaknesses) sympathize (Aor Act Inf SUMPATHEW = 2X; Heb 10:34; noun 
SUMPATH8S = 1x; 1 Pet 3:8; to suffer with another; have compassion; encompasses the word 
“compassion” from SPLANCHNIDZOMAI = to be moved inwardly; this is a motivator for His mercy) with our 
weaknesses (ASTHENEIA = without strength; sick, infirmities), but one who has been tempted (Perf Pas Ptc 
PEIRADZW = to test for approval) in all things as we are, yet without sin (CHWRIS = without + HAMARTIA = 
missing the mark). 
 
C.T. = For we do not have a High Priest who is not powerful enough to sympathize with our weaknesses, 

but one who has been tested in all things as we are, yet without sin. 
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Summary: 
1. We can hold fast to the confession of Jesus Crhist because He can personally identify with us. 
2. True sympathy requires power in that the selfishness of the Sin Nature must be overcome. 
3. Our High Priest was never selfish and thus had the power via the Holy Spirit to identify with us.  Php 

2:5-8 
4. Sympathy is a mark of character in man.  Heb 10:34 
5. It is necessary in the function of the Body.  1 Pet 3:8 
6. Weaknesses can refer to sickness, infirmity, impotence or disease, but basically means without 

strength. 
A. Christ healed many physical weaknesses during His earthly ministry, to demonstrate that He 

was Messiah.  Matt 8:17 et al 
B. We are expected to be His representative/ambassador to carry His ministry of comfort to 

others.  Matt 25:36-48 
C. The Holy Spirit helps our weaknesses.  Rom 8:26 
D. Unbelievers totally lack strength.  Rom 5:1-6 
E. God’s strength comes through our weaknesses and thus He is glorified.  Heb 11:34; 1 Cor 12 
F. We are to be willing to help those who are without strength.  Jas 5:14-15; Rom 15:1 
G. We must seek to not cause the weaker Believer to stumble.  1 Cor 8 
H. The weakness of the flesh will do battle with the Spirit.  Mark 14:38 
I. Our weakness lets us communicate with the weak.  1 Cor 9:22 

7. Jesus is the "weakness" of God.  1 Cor 1:25 
8. So He knows from experience what it means to be without personal strength. 
9. His weakness was tested and tempted.  Matt 4 
10. Satan was looking for an opening in His armor concerning fame, fortune, power and pleasure. 
11. God, in His weakness, the person of Jesus, passed all the tests that were hurled at Him. 
12. He never, ever missed the mark.  1 Pet 2:22-24 
13. But He knows how hard it can be to obey God's word and thus is a dispenser of mercy. 
14. True acts of mercy require an attitude of sympathy. 
15. When one part of the body suffers, the whole body suffers. 1 Cor 12:26 
16. Do we care?  (are we really conformed to the image/Jesus Christ?) 
 
Heb 4:16 = Exhortation #5 
 
Let us therefore (OUN = sympathy of Jesus Christ) draw near (Pres Mid Sub PROS-ERCHOMAI = come to the 
face of; mid = volition) with confidence (PARR8SIA = boldness; cf3:6) to the throne (THRONOS = place of the 
king-priest) of (the) grace, that we may receive mercy (Aor Act Sub LAMBANW + ELEOS) and may find (Aor Act 
Sub EURISKW) grace (CHARIS) to help in time of need (lit:  for timely help). 
 
C.T. =  Let us therefore draw near with boldness to the throne of the grace, that we may receive mercy and 

may find grace for timely help. 
 
Summary: 
1. Here is an invitation to come into the presence of our King-Priest. 
2. He is sympathetic to our weaknesses. 
3. Thus He freely distributes His mercy and grace. 
4. We are invited to boldly come before the throne which we must realize involves humility.  Cf3:6  
5. "The" grace is the grace given to us because of Christ's ability to personally identify with our 

weaknesses.  (relational grace/personal grace) 
6. To come before the throne, we have to recognize our own weaknesses and be seeking help. 
7. When we come before the throne in this manner we are promised mercy and grace. 
8. Mercy and grace are the result of fulfilling the five exhortations: 

A. Worship Him. 1:6 
B. Fear of missing out. 4:1 
C. Diligence in confidence. 4:11 
D. Securing the confession. 4:14 
E. Come before His face. 4:16 
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Hebrews 5:1-10 
Qualifications of a Priest 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A. Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
B. Christ is Superior to the Angel (1:4-2:18) 
C. Christ is Superior to Moses (3:1-6) 
D. Christ is Superior to Joshua (3:7-4:13) 
E. Christ is Superior to the Aaronic Priesthood (4:14-7:28) 

1). Exhortation to Hold Fast (4:14-16) 
2). Qualifications of a Priest (5:1-10) 

 
Heb 5:1 = The Role of the High Priest 
 
For (GAR = explains why we can draw near) every high priest taken (Pres Pas Ptc LAMBANW) from among men 
is appointed (Pres Pas Ind KATHIST8MI= to be caused to stand based on a standard; appointed) on behalf of 
men (HUPER) in things pertaining (PROS = before the face of cf 4:13) to (the) God, in order to offer (Pres Act Sub 
PROSPHERW = he may carry before the face of) both gifts (DWRON = 19x;1st of 5x in Heb; a gift designed to 
be given to express honor and celebration; Eph 2:8) and sacrifices (THUSIA = 29x;1st of 15x in Heb; the act of 
offering; the surrender of something for the sake of something else) for (HUPER) sins (HAMARTIA); 
 
C.T. = for every high priest taken from among men is appointed on behalf of men in things pertaining to the 

God, in order that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. 
 
Summary: 
1. God appointed a few human beings to represent other human beings to God, under the Mosaic law. 
2. He represented the mediator between God and man.  1 Tim 2:5 
3. The high priest was to offer gifts to God to honor and celebrate forgiveness of sins. 
4. He was also to demonstrate that something had to pay for the sins of someone else. 
5. The High Priest did not always display this. 
6. The gifts and sacrifices were not designed to appease an angry god but to portray the One who 

could satisfy a Righteous God. 
7. In a sense Believers have taken the place of the Levitical High Priest with Jesus Christ being The 

Great High Priest. 
A. You offer your body.  Rom 12:1 
B. You offer praise.  Heb 13:15 
C. You sacrifice as an outgrowth of faith.  Php 2:17 
D. You sacrifice to help others.  Php 4:18 
E. You sacrifice out of love for God.  Eph 5:2 
F. It is God's design for our life.  1 Pet 2:5 
G. It is part of God's gift to you.  Eph 2:8 

 
Heb 5:2 = Ministry of the Human High Priest 
 
He can (Pres Pas Ptc DUNAMAI) deal gently (Pres Act Inf METRIOPATHEW  = 1x; to treat with mildness or 
moderation; not unduly disturbed by the faults and ignorance of others) with the ignorant (Pres Act Ptc 
AGNOEW = without knowledge) and misguided (Pres Pas Ptc PLANAW = to wander; go astray; be deceived), 
since he himself also is beset (Pres Mid Ind PERIKEIMAI = to lie around, encompassed) with weaknesses 
(ASTHENEIA = without strength; cf 4:15); 
 
C.T. = He is empowered to deal gently with the ignorant and misguided, since he himself also is 

encompassed with weaknesses. 
 
Summary: 
1. A good human high priest recognized his own faults. 
2. Thus, through the Holy Spirit, he was not self-righteous about the faults of others. 
3. Even the ones who chose to be ignorant because he realized that in comparison to God he too was 

ignorant. 
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4. He would be able to humbly correct those who had been deceived. 
5. The reason is that he realized the depth of his own weaknesses, and thus realized grace. 
6. When we function as a priest we must never forget our weaknesses.  Gal 6:1-2 
 
Heb 5:3 = Human High Priest Not Super Human 
 
And because of it (his own weaknesses) he is obligated (Pres Act Ind OPHEILW) to offer sacrifices (Pres Act Inf 
PROSPHERW) for sins, as for the people, so also for himself. 
 
C.T. =  And because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for the people, so also for himself. 
 
Summary: 
1. Human high priests are not without sin as is our Great High Priest. 
2. The high priest in fact had to offer sacrifices for his own sins. (not optional) 
3. Human authorities are no better than anyone else. 
4. We as priests need to remember this fact. 
 
Heb 5:4 = Divine Selection 
 
And no one takes the honor (TIM8) to himself, but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron was. 
 
C.T. =  And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron was. 
 
Summary: 
1. The high priesthood was by divine appointment only. 
2. It was not designed to be an office attained to or elected by the people, but was a function of God's 

grace. 
3. God calls the unbeliever to become glorified.  Rom 8:30; 2 Thes 2:13-15; 1 Tim 6:12; Heb 9:15; 1 Pet 

5:10 
4. We are called to fellowship with Christ.  1 Cor 1:9 
5. We are called to peace.  1 Cor 7:15; Col 3:15 
6. We are called to an assignment for our life.  1 Cor 7:17-23; 2 Tim 1:9 
7. We are called by the grace of Christ.  Gal 1:6,15 
8. We are not called to legalism.  Gal 5:6-8,13 
9. We are called to walk in a manner worthy of our calling.  Eph 4:1; 1 Thes 2:12 
10. There is one hope of our calling.  Eph 4:4 
11. God did not call us to impurity.  1 Thes 4:7e  
12. God has called us out of the darkness.  1 Pet 2:9 cf 1 John 2:15 
13. God has called us to endure suffering for doing what is right.  1 Pet 2:20-21 
14. God’s glory and excellence is behind our calling.  2 Pet 1:3 
15. This calling has let us be called “sons of God.”  1 John 3:1 
16. We can be called his friend.  Jas 2:23 
17. We are called to be royal priests.  1 Pet 2:9 
 
Heb 5:5 = Pattern In Jesus 
 
So also Christ did not glorify (OUK + Aor Act Ind DOXADZW) Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who 
said to Him, "Thou are my Son, today I have begotten Thee (Perf Act Ind GENNAW)"; 
 
C.T. = So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him, "You 

are My Son, today I have begotten You"; 
 
Summary: 
1. Self-glorification was one of the major tests that Jesus faced.  John 8:54 
2. The issue when Jesus became flesh was obedience to His father. 
3. Yet His power was phenomenal.  Psa 2 (it is a real test when you possess the power) 
4. God gives us an assignment in grace, but fulfilling that assignment is based on obedience.  2 Tim 4:5 
5. This passage looks at the promise of the Messiah.  Acts 13:33 
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Heb 5:6 = Divine Proclamation 
 
Just as He says also in another passage, "Thou are a priest forever according to the order (TAXIS) of Melchizedek." 
 
C.T. =  Just as he says also in another passage, "You are a priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek." 
 
Summary: 
1. This passage looks at the glorification of the Messiah. 
2. The God-man would become a priest forever.  Psa 110 
3. His priesthood would be different than the Aaronic priesthood.  Cf ch7 
4. The chief difference being their relationship to eternity. 
5. Christ was called to this position and His obedience secured it.  Cf  4:15;8-10 
 
Heb 5:7 = True Humanity 
 
In the days of His flesh, He offered up (Aor Act Ptc PROSPHERW = cf 1,3; used15 of 48x in Heb ) both prayers 
(DE8SIS = 19x; a want, need, usually translated supplication) and supplications (HIK8TERIA = 1x; one who 
carries an olive branch; one who make a humble and earnest request; olive branch wrapped in white wool 
and ribbons; trans: both desires and humble requests) with loud crying and tears (KRAUG8 + ischuros = 
strong + dakruw) to the One able (Pres Pas Ind DUNAMAI) to save Him (Pres Act Inf SWDZW) from death (EK + 
THANATOS = out of), and He was heard (Aor Pas Ptc EISAKOUW) because of His piety.  (APO + EULABEIA = 
2x; Cf 12:28; EULABEOMAI = 2x; Acts 23:10 Heb 11:7; EULAB8S = Luke 2:25; Acts 2:5;8:2; taking hold well; 
devout; godly fear; character of one who takes hold well; from the devotion). 
 
C.T. = in the days of His flesh, He offered up both desires and humble requests with loud crying and tears 

to the One able to save Him out of death, and He was heard from the devotion. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus expressed His desires to the Father. 
2. And yet was always at His mercy in surrendering His will to the will of the Father.  (olive branch was 

no longer able to produce fruit, thus when it was brought it indicated that one had surrendered to the 
action of another. The white wool would call upon the Holiness of the One it was brought to) 

3. This was not easy even for Jesus. 
4. It is valid to recognize that an assignment is difficult and painful and still not sin. 
5. Jesus knew that He was to die, so His prayer was not to be delivered from death but out of death-i.e. 

be raised. 
6. The humanity of Jesus Christ had to totally trust the Father to reunite with Him after he had forsaken 

Him in the payment for sins. Psa 22 
7. He had to trust Him to raise Him. 
8. Jesus was heard because of the attitude of trust. 
9. The loud crying and tears were valid expressions of His attitude.  (not sins) 
10. Our Lord set the example for us in prayer. 

A. We can express our desires that others be saved. Rom 10:1 
B. Our unceasing prayer can include our desires.  Eph 6:18; Php 4:6 
C. Our prayers can include our desires for others. Php 1:4,19; 1 Tim 2:1; 2 Tim 1:3 
D. God "listens closer" to the desires of a righteous person.  Jas 5:16; 1 Pet 3:12 

 
Heb 5:8 = Obedience Is Learned 
 
Although He was (Pres Act Ptc EIMI) a Son, He learned (Aor Act Ind MANTHANW) obedience (HUPAKO8) from 
the things which He suffered (Aor Act Ind PASCHW). 
 
C.T. =  although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus learned as a disciple sitting under His Father. 
2. He knows how difficult it can be to obey in the midst of a hostile environment. 
3. Yet greatness is seen in doing what is right even when it is personally painful. 
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4. Jesus knows how easy it would be to seek a comfort zone that would take one out of the battle. 
5. Notice so far that Jesus learned: 

A. About getting an assignment from God.  v4 
B. About the true source of glory.  v5 
C. About eternal blessing.  v6 
D. About the emotion of fear.  v7 
E. About the difficulty of obedience.  v8 

 
Heb 5:9 = Jesus' Victory 
 
And having been made perfect (Aor Pas Ptc TELEIOW = having been brought to the desired end; this 
translation indicates he may not have been all the time; but indeed he is Cf 13:8), He became (Aor Pas Ind 
GINOMAI) to all those who obey Him (Pres Act Ptc HUPAKOUW) the source (AITIOS = 1x; that which causes 
something; in every sense; concrete, active, personal et al) of eternal salvation, 
 
C.T. = And having been brought to the desired end, He became to all those who obey Him the source of 

eternal salvation, 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus with His assignment and work completed became our salvation. 
2. Mankind too has to learn obedience. 
3. Specifically, to be saved, we have to obey Jesus Christ by believing in Him. 
4. We must believe that He took our place to pay a debt that we could not pay. 
 
Heb 5:10 = The Only Mediator 
 
Being designated (Aor Pas Ptc PROSAGOREUOMAI = 1x; to address, greet, salute, to call by name; 
expressing the formal ascription of a title; being formally designated) by (the) God as a high priest according to 
the order (TAXIS) of Melchizedek. 
 
C.T. =  Being formally designated by the God as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 
Summary: 
1. Our great high priest has passed through the heavens.  4:14 
2. Our great high priest can sympathize with our weaknesses. 4:15 
3. Our great high priest gives mercy and grace. 4:16 
4. Our great high priest offered himself.  Cf 5:1 
5. Our great high priest deals gently with us since we are ignorant and misguided.  5:2 
6. Our great high priest was called by God.  5:4 
7. Our great high priest is God's Son.  5:5 
8. Our great high priest is of a special order.  5:6 
9. Our great high priest passed the difficult tests.  5:7 
10. Our great high priest was obedient.  5:8 cf Php 2:5-8 
11. Our great high priest is salvation.  5:9 
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Hebrews 5:11-6:12 
Exhortation to Abandon Spiritual Laziness 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A. Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
B. Christ is Superior to the Angel (1:4-2:18) 
C. Christ is Superior to Moses (3:1-6) 
D. Christ is Superior to Joshua (3:7-4:13) 
E. Christ is Superior to the Aaronic Priesthood (4:14-7:28) 

1). Exhortation to Hold Fast (4:14-16) 
2). Qualifications of a Priest (5:1-10) 
3). Exhortation to Abandon Spiritual Laziness (5:11-6:12) 

 
Heb 5:11 = Rise and Shine 
 
Concerning him ((Melchizedek) and thus Christ's relationship to him) we have much to say, and it is hard to 
explain (DUSEROM8NEUTOS = 1x; dys-hard to explain), since you have become (Perf Act Ind GINOMAI) dull 
(NWTHROS = 2x; cf 6:12; dull, slow, sluggish, slothful, lazy) of hearing. 
 
C.T. = Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of 

hearing. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer gives the recipients a “wake-up” call. 
2. The recipients are not ready for the deep theology that they need.  Cf Ch 7 
3. The theology is not easy to explain in the first place. 
4. But their lack of diligence (4:11) has made it beyond their comprehension. 
5. The Holy Spirit knew the recipients of this epistle and that about this point they would begin to 

spiritually doze off. 
6. Becoming slothful in your Christian life guarantees that you will miss out on some of God's 

promises. Cf 6:11-12 
7. It indicates that you do not possess the valid fear necessary to be diligent.  Cf 4:1 
8. And also that you do not have a vital relationship with our great high priest and are thus functioning 

in your priesthood. 
 
Heb 5:12 = They Should Have Been 
 
For though by this time you ought (Pres Act Ptc OPHEILW) to be teachers (DIDASKALOS), you have (Pres Act 
Ind ECHW) need (CHREIA) again for some one to teach (Pres Act Inf DIDASKW) you the elementary principles 
(Def. Art.+ STOICHEION =7x; any first thing from which others in a series, or a composite whole, arise; 
comes from word that means a row, rank or series, used of marching in rank; looks at the elements + ARCH8 
= first) of the oracles (LOGION = 4x; Acts 7:38; Rom 3:2; 1 Pet 4:11; dimunitive of LOGOS; a word, narrative, 
statement, a divine response or utterance; an oracle; used of the breastplate of the high priest in Exo 28:15 
in the LXX) of (the) God, and you have come (Perf Act Ind GINOMAI) to need milk and not solid food. 
 
C.T. =  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for some one to teach you the 
elementary principles of the oracles of the God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 
 
Summary: 
1. The recipients have been presented with enough information that they should be able to teach it. 
2. They should be disciple-makers. 
3. But the problem is that they had forgotten (again) some of the basic principles about God. 
4. This statement will go right to the core of all Jews.  Jer 23 
5. The Mosaic law was considered the "oracles of God." Acts 7:38 
6. The Jew was entrusted with the "oracles of God."  Rom 3:2 
7. Now, all who communicate God's word are to seek to be sure it is God's word.  1 Pet 4:11 
8. Some basics: 

A. The "elements" are not eternal.  2 Pet 3:10,12 
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B. Philosophies that look only to the physical are wrong.  Col 2:8 
C. Our new birth is a separation from the effects of the physical world. Col 2:20 
D. Before our new birth we were held in bondage to them. Gal 4:3 
E. We may still fall prey to them.  Gal 4:9 
F. An "orderly walk " is basic to the Christian life.  Acts 21:24; Rom 4:12 
G. It can only be accomplished by the Holy Spirit. Gal 5:25 
H. It is not ritual without reality.  Gal 6:16 
I. Let us not give any ground.  Php 3:16 

9. Milk  is desireable for our life.  1 Pet 2:2 
10. Carnality will not let us grow up to take in food.  1 Cor 3:1-3 
 
Heb 5:13 = Milk is for Babes 
 
For every one who partakes only of milk  is not accustomed (APEIROS = 1x; without experience/unskillful; not 
tested) to the word of righteousness (LOGOS + DIKAIOSUN8), for he is a babe (N8PIOS = without the power of 
speech;14x). 
 
C.T. =  For every one who partakes only of milk is unskilled of the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 
 
Summary: 
1. We all begin the journey of the Christian life is simply the knowledge of the Christian life. 
2. Praise is what we are to learn as a babe.  Matt 21:16 
3. Teachers of “babes” must live their message.  Rom 2:17-29 
4. We are called out of spiritual babyhood.  1 Cor 13:11; Eph 4:14 
5. The “milk” is simply the knowledge of the Christian life. 
6. Which is essential to growth.  1 Pet 2:2 
7. Without application, one is a partaker only of milk.  cf v14 trained; 6:1 teaching; 6:7 production; 6:10 

ministry 
8. And thus is unskilled in the word, i.e. lacks experience. 
 
Heb 5:14 = Maturity 
 
But solid food (STEREOS = 4x; firm; solid, requires more powerful digestive organs than possessed by a 
babe; so in view is a more full relationship with Christ based on the Melchizedek Priesthood) is for the mature 
(TELEIOS), who because of practice (hexis = habit, experience; use; practice) have their senses 
(AISTH8T8RIOV = 1x; the faculty of perception, the capacities for spiritual apprehension) trained (Perf Pas 
Ptc GUMNADZW = to exercise naked, train) to discern (DIAKRISIS) good (KALOS) and evil (KAKOS). 
 
C.T. =  but solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good 

and evil. 
 
Summary: 
1. That which is "solid" is that which is based on the firm foundation of relationship with God.  2 Tim 

2:19 
2. It is a faith relationship.  1 Pet 5:9 
3. "Solid food" then is using the pure milk of the Word to deal with the circumstances of life as they 

enter into your frame of reference. 
4. It does not inherently refer to "advanced" doctrine or teaching but to application of the basic 

doctrines in life. 
5. The practice of application of basic doctrines trains us to handle the difficult tests. 
6. Our spiritual perception lets us analyze situations in the light of God's word and will. 
7. We are trained by standing naked before Him (cf 4:13) and letting Him mold us. 
8. We will be able to identify what is inherently good and what is inherently evil. 
9. Only by believing and practicing the basic doctrines can we ever hope to advance to the more 

difficult doctrines.  (such as the one coming up concerning the priesthood of Melchizedek) 
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Hebrews 6 - Christ's Superiority Over the Old Priesthood 

 
Heb 6:1 = Warning #4—Encouragement #6 
 
Therefore (conclusion from statements of 5:11-14; actually a part of the same paragraph) leaving (Aor Act Ptc 
APHI8MI = not in the sense of forgetting but using as a point of embarkation) the elementary teaching (lit: the 
word of the beginning) about the Christ, let us press on (Pres Mid Sub PHERW = to carry; carry it on) to maturity 
(TELEIOT8S = maturity, desired end), not laying again (P M/P PTC KATABALLW) a foundation (THEMELION) of 
repentance (METANOIA) from dead works (NEKROS = devoid of power; state of being as a result of 
THANATOS which looks at the penal consequences of sin) and of faith toward God (EPI = upon; concerning; 
not that it is moving in that direction but has already arrived). 
 
C.T. = Therefore leaving the word of the beginning about the Christ, let us carry it on to maturity, not laying 

again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith concerning God, 
 
Summary: 
1. In context, we must seek "solid food."  cf 5:14 
2. To do this requires advance in the Christian life. 
3. What gets us ready for maturity is using the "milk " of the Word in our life so as to be trained. 
4. When we embark on the journey we are to carry the "basics" with us.  Cf Php 3:13-14 
5. We cannot "forget" about them and ever get there. 
6. Our journey begins with a change of attitude about "works." 

A. In view are works that lack power due to the penal consequences of sin. 
B. Thus they specifically include works from human strength. cf 4:10 
C. Any work we try and do to gain salvation lacks the power to do so and thus is dead.  Eph 2:8-9 
D. So we must cling to Christ's work which is the "Word of the beginning."  cf 4:12 
E. This is an essential part of the foundation. 
F. This attitude change is to become consistent throughout our Christian life.  Cf 9:14 

7. With the change of mind about works comes the next step which is faith concerning God. 
A. That He sent his Son. 
B. That His Son is the way of salvation.  John 14:6 
C. That this faith will produce valid works.  Jas 2:17-20 
D. Faith is the issue in the beginning, the advance and the completion of our journey. 

8. The fourth warning in Hebrews concerns the danger of immaturity.  Cf 2:1;3:12;4:11 
9. The sixth exhortation is to advance to the desired end. Cf 1:6;4:1,11,14,16 
10. Maturity is when your attitude and faith move into the sphere of experience and God has trained you. 
 
Heb 6:2 = Four More Areas of "Baby" Doctrine 
 
Of instructions (Gen Sing Noun DIDACH8 = 30x; normally translated “doctrine" = means simply that which is 
taught) about washIngs (BAPTISMOS = of doctrine of baptisms), and laying on of hands, and the resurrection 
(ANASTASIS) of the dead (NEKROS), and eternal judgment (KRIMA). 
 
C.T. = Of doctrine of baptisms, and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 

judgment. 
 
Summary: 
1. Four more things are listed as "basic milk " that are not to be forgotten but taken with us. 
2. The doctrine of baptisms will show the difference between ritual and reality.  Cf 1 Pet 3:21-22 (these 

verses have been used to try and prove that baptism was only for the early church and thus is not 
valid today.  People have not dealt with "leave" in its relationship to "carry it with you.") 

3. "Laying on of hands" looks at the establishment of the church offices (Acts 6:6) and the recognition 
of spiritual gifts (2 Tim 1:6). 

4. "Resurrection of the dead" is the doctrine that is at the heart of Christianity.  1 Cor 15:12-19 
A. Without trust in the historical accomplishment there is no hope.  Cf6:19 
B. All there can be is worry and a "certain terrifying expectation of judgment."  Cf 10:27 
C. It is the proof of Christ's superiority.  Acts 17:31 

5. Eternal judgment is what awaits the unbeliever.  Acts 17:31 
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6. It is valid to scare the unbeliever.   
7. But not the Believer.  Rom 8:1, 35-39; John 10:27-29 
8. We should function out of respect for the One who saved us.  (What the writer will consider in verse 6) 
9. The writer lists six things that are part of the foundation of the Christian life that are not to be 

forgotten but advanced. 
 
Heb 6:3 = Resolve 
 
And this we shall do (Fut Act Ind POIEW), if (3rd) (the) God permits (Pres Act Sub EPITREPW = 19x; to turn 
to/upon, entrust, commit; what this is saying is that if he is in it) 
 
C.T. =  And this we shall do, if the God permits. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer(s) resolves to become mature. 
2. Maturity can be accomplished. 
3. But God must be actively involved in the process.  (try to do so by formulas et al we have dead 

works, no faith concerning God, have moved into ritual, have denied his office, have left out the one 
who resurrects from the dead/even dead works and end up close to eternal judgment cf v8) 

 
Heb 6:4 = Three Qualities of Advance 
 
For in the case of those who have once (HAPAX) been enlightened (Aor Act Ptc PHWTIDZW = 11x; to cause to 
bring to light;10:32 only other use in Heb) and have tasted (Aor Mid Ptc GEUOMAI = experience) of the 
heavenly gift (DWREA = of abiding value) and have been made (Aor Mid Ptc GINOMAI) partakers (METOCHOS = 
to have with, share, partake) of the Holy Spirit, 
 
C.T. = For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and 

have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 
 
Heb 6:5 = Two More Qualities of Advance 
 
And have tasted (Aor Mid Ptc GEUOMAI) the good word of God (KALOS + RH8MA + THEOS = spoken word of 
God) and the powers (DUNAMIS) of the age (same word translated "eternity" in v2) to come (trans: the coming 
eternity), 
 
C.T. =  And have tasted the good spoken word of God and the powers of the coming eternity, 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer lists five things on our advance. 
2. They are to be viewed as a group.  (and's) 
3. When these things have happened once in a persons life they are subject to what could happen in v6. 
4. Enlightenment: 

A. Begins with Jesus Christ.  Luke 11:29-36; John 1:9; 2 Tim 1:10 
B. Realizes that nothing is forever hidden.  1 Cor 4:5 
C. Is something that we pray for so as to have hope.  Eph 1:18 
D. Is something we are to spread.  Eph 3:9 
E. May be a prelude to suffering.  Heb 10:32 
F. Will characterize the eternal state.  Rev 21:23;22:5 

5. To "taste" means to experience as Christ "tasted death for every man."  Cf 2:9 
A. Tasting of the heavenly gift means savoring the gift of salvation.  Eph 2:8 
B. It is enlightenment that is lived. 

6. Being a partaker of the Holy Spirit indicates: 
A. Sharing in the Lord's gladness. 1:9 
B. We have shared in the heavenly calling. 3:1 
C. We have shared in Christ. 3:14 
D. We are partakers of divine discipline. 12:8 

7. "Tasting of the good spoken word of God" indicates realization of God's personal communication.    
1 Pet 2:2-3 
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A. It was recognized as inherently good. 
B. It recognized the source. 

8. The fifth quality indicates that one had their sights set on eternity.  Cf Col 3:1-2 
A. This is an advance beyond the selfishness of babyhood. 
B. It indicated a life of faith. 

9. In view is a person who has learned and experienced many of the phenomenal things that God has 
given him. 

 
Heb 6:6 = Falling Away 
 
Then have fallen away (Aor Act Ptc PARAPIPTW = 1x; PIPTW  = fall + para = beside), it is impossible 
(ADUNATOS = 10x; 4x in Heb; without inherent power; this word is actually at the beginning of the sentence 
in verse 4) to renew (Pres Act Inf ANAKAINIDZW = 1x; to cause to make new; ANAKAINOW = 2x; 
ANAKAINWSIS = 2x; KAINOW means "new" in the sense of different not recent) them again to repentance (EIS 
+ METAVOIA), since they again crucify to themselves (Pres Act Ptc ANASTAUROW + HEAUTOS = note the 
ongoing activity) the Son of (the) God, and put Him to open shame (Pres Act Ptc PARADEIGMATIDZW). 
 
C.T. = And then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again 

crucify to themselves the Son of the God, and put Him to open shame. 
 
Summary: 
1. In view are people who in spite of their learning and experience have chosen to disobey.  Cf 4:11 
2. It very possibly was a result of becoming "dull/sluggish" in hearing.  Cf 5:11 
3. In view is a conscious, informed choice on the part of the individual. 
4. Renewal: 

A. Begins with the Holy Spirit.  Tt3:5 
B. Involves consistent evaluation of the mind/attitudes.  Rom 12:2; 2 Cor 4:16-18 
C. Involves the advance to conformity to the image of Christ.  Col 3:10 

5. We must be careful in this verse to distinguish between us, them and God. 
6. Nothing is impossible with God.  Luke 1:37 
7. Except that it is impossible for Him to lie.  Heb6:18 
8. Salvation is impossible to man but not to God.  Matt 19:26 & Mark 10:27 & Luke 18:27; 
9. It is impossible for the law to set us free from the law of sin and death.  Rom 8:2-3 
10. It is not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin.  Heb 10:4 
11. It is impossible to please God apart from faith.  Heb 11:6 
12. And with faith all things are possible because of the power of the object of faith.  Matt 17:20 
13. This is therefore saying that it is impossible for us to get them to change their mind-i.e. Argue them 

back.  (have knowledge and experience-have rejected it) 
14. But since their choice got them there (fallen away), their choice can get them back. 
15. But their involvement in crucifying again the Son of God and putting Him to open shame will prevent 

their change of mind.  (Pres Ptc.'s) 
16. What this is saying is that we must turn them over to God. 
17. An example of this would be a Jew who became a Christian and then returned to the ritualism of 

Judaism. 
18. Please notice that a major part of the problem of this kind of person was a lack of a personal love for 

God. 
19. All they did was receive from Him and did not give anything of themselves back. 
 
Heb 6:7 = Illustration 
 
For ground that drinks the rain which often falls upon it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is 
tilled, receives a blessing (EULOGIA) from God. 
 
C.T. =  For ground that drinks the rain which often falls upon it and brings forth vegetation useful to those 

for whose sake it is tilled, receives a blessing from God. 
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Heb 6:8 = The Yield Is Important 
 
But if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it (production) ends up being 
burned. 
 
C.T. =  But if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being 
burned. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer gives a beautiful illustration of the principles he is discussing. 
2. The ground is the Believer. 
3. Drinking the rain indicates absorbing the basics of growth-i.e. Basic truths of scripture. 
4. Taking in what often falls indicates a consistency. 
5. Its production is useful not only for self but for others.  (selfishness gone) 
6. God is pleased with this. 
7. But a possibility for the Believer is to produce from one's sin nature.  (thorns and thistles take us 

back to the garden and the curse on Adam-compare parable of the sower-have to weed the garden) 
8. This is not pleasing to God. 
9. Selfish production from a Believer renders that production without value both to self and others. 
10. Yet, even though close to being cursed, it is not cursed. 
11.   The production is simply wood, hay and stubble.  1 Cor 3 
 
Heb 6:9 = Optimism for Others 
 
But, beloved (by God and the writers), we are convinced (Perf Pas Ind PEITHW = to be persuaded, believe, 
trust, have been persuaded) of better things concerning you (i.e. not yielding thorns and thistles), and things 
that accompany salvation (SWTERIA), though we are speaking in this way. 
 
C.T. = but, beloved, we have been persuaded of better things concerning you, and things that accompany 

salvation, though we are speaking in this way. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer after a stern warning lets them know that they are still loved. (good principle to remember-

beloved) 
2. God always has better things designed for us.  (Is the first thing we think of things? Or fame? Et al) 
3. When we have been persuaded by God and His word we can live life optimistically. 
4. We can have hope for others.  (cf v6) 
5. Christianity is not a blind faith but one that looks at the facts. 
6. Jesus himself was persuaded in his humanity to trust the Father.  Cf2:13 
7. A characteristic of a great Believer is to be persuaded of the blessings of eternity. Cf11:13 
8. Christians are to be persuaded by spiritual leaders.  Heb 13:17 cf 13:7 
9. Honorable conduct will persuade one to have a good conscience.  Heb 13:18 
10. The “better things” are the promises of God for life and eternity.  Cf 6:13-20 
 
Heb 6:10 = Confidence in God 
 
For (GAR = guarantee of better things) (the) God is not unjust (ADIKOS) so as to forget (Aor Mid Inf 
EPILANTHANOMAI = 8x; to escape; notice upon/about/concerning) your work (ERGOS) and the love (AGAP8) 
which you have shown (Aor Mid Ind ENDEIKNUMI) toward (EIS) His Name, in having ministered (Aor Act Ptc 
DIAKONEW) and in still ministering (Pres Act Ptc DIAKONEW) to the saints. 
 
C.T. =  for the God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His 

name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints. 
 
Summary: 
1. A promise to remember:  God will not forget your production. 
2. This is an application of His sovereignty, His righteousness, His justice, His love,His omniscience, 

His immutability and His veracity. 
3. In view are visible actions that are done to glorify Him.  (His Name) 
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4. Specifically is past and present service rendered to the saints. 
5. Love for the saints displays ones love for God.  1 John 4:20 
6. The warning was not given so that we may judge one another. 
7. But so that we could do a self-evaluation of our own diligence and then be encouraged. 
8. The Christian life is not without visible action.  (not just a mental thing)  cf John 13:34-35 
9. Loving God is displayed in ministry. 
 
Heb 6:11 = Desire for Diligence 
 
And we desire (Pres Act Ind EPITHUMEW = with a passion) that each one (EKASTOS = on an individual basis) 
of you show the same diligence (Pres Mid Inf ENDEIKNUMI + SPOUD8) so as to realize the full assurance 
(PL8ROPHORIA = bearing a full load; 4x) of (the) hope until the end. 
 
C.T. = And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full load of the hope 

until the end. 
 
Summary: 
1. The diligence is to be toward appropriating the “better things” that God has for us. 
2. We must pursue this on an individual basis within the fellowship of the body. 
3. This further shows that the "solid food" is the application of God's Word to our life. 
4. Diligence is the opposite of laziness.  Cf 5:11 
5. Diligence involves seeking to carry a full load of understanding.  Col 2:2 
6. It involves seeking to carry a full load of occupation with Christ.  1 Thes 5:5 
7. And it must have a full load of faith.  Cf 10:22 
8. Diligence will let us realize a full load of hope. 
9. Our desire should be to finish the race with a full load of faith (10:22), hope (6:11) and love (6:10). 
10. Do we pray for ourself and others in our body to have diligence and a full load of hope? 
 
Heb 6:12 = Not Lazy 
 
That (result of hope) you may not be (Aor Mid Sub GINOMAI) sluggish (NWTHROS = cf 5:11), but imitators 
(MIM8T8S =6X; MIMEOMAI = 4X; to mimic)  of those who through faith and patience (MAKROTHUMIA = toward 
people) inherit the promises. 
 
C.T. = That you may not become sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the 

promises. 
 
Summary: 
1. The result of this hope is that we don't become lazy. 
2. We are to look at those who exhibit faith and patience. 
3. Leaders are to be role models.  2 Thes 3:7-9 
4. We are to imitate Paul in making disciples.  1 Cor 4:14-17 
5. We are to imitate God.  Eph 5:1 
6. Thus, we are only to imitate other people in regard to the way that they imitate God.  1 Cor 11:1 
7. This is commendable.  1 Thes 1:6 
8. We should imitate other churches in enduring suffering. 1 Thes 2:14 
9. We are not to imitate that which is evil.  3 John 11 
10. Note the two things stated here as requirements for inheriting the promises- faith and patience. 
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Hebrews 6:13-20 
Certainty of God’s Promise 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A. Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
B. Christ is Superior to the Angel (1:4-2:18) 
C. Christ is Superior to Moses (3:1-6) 
D. Christ is Superior to Joshua (3:7-4:13) 
E. Christ is Superior to the Aaronic Priesthood (4:14-7:28) 

1). Exhortation to Hold Fast (4:14-16) 
2). Qualifications of a Priest (5:1-10) 
3). Exhortation to Abandon Spiritual Laziness (5:11-6:12) 
4). Certainty of God’s Promise (6:13-20) 

 
Heb 6:13 = Example—Abraham and Covenant 
 
For when God made the promise (Aor Mid Ptc EPAGGELLW = 4 of15x in Heb.; EPAGGELIA = 14 of 53x in Heb) 
to Abraham, since He could swear (Aor Act Inf OMNUW = 26x;  to affirm or deny by an oath) by no One greater, 
He swore by Himself, 
 
C.T. = for when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no One greater, He swore by 

Himself, 
 
Summary: 
1. This is an example of one who by faith and patience inherited the promises. 
2. This verse looks at God's part in the promise. 
3. When an oath is taken among men, it is in front of a higher power or authority. 
4. But there is no greater power or authority than God. 
5. So when He makes a promise it is inherently from the highest power and authority. 
6. His integrity is behind the promise. 
 
Heb 6:14 = Content of the Promise to Abraham 
 
Saying, "I will surely bless you (Pres Act Ptc + Fut Act Ind EULOGEW = blessing I will bless; now and later), 
and I will surely multiply you."  (Pres Act Ptc + Fut Act Ind PL8THUNW = multiplying I will multiply). 
 
C.T. =  Saying, "Blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you." 
 
Summary: 
1. God stated the proposition to Abraham. 
2. Abraham had to believe/trust it. 
3. This quotation paraphrases gen22:16-19. 
4. Abraham had just obeyed God because he believed the offer. Cf 11:17-19 
5. The totality of the Abrahamic covenant was ratified at this point. 
6. The promises include present and future blessing. 
7. Abraham was blessed in time with real estate/wealth. 
8. He would be blessed in the future by relationship with the Messiah. 
9. Abraham was blessed with descendents and is still being blessed. 
10. God has stated that He will bless us-do we believe/trust Him? 
 
Heb 6:15 = Abraham Got It 
 
And thus, having patiently waited (Aor Act Ptc MAKROTHUMEW = toward people), he obtained (Aor Act Ind 
EPITUGCHANW = 5x; Rom 11:7,7; Heb 11:33; Jas 4:2; to light upon, hit the mark; obtain) the promises. 
 
C.T. =  And thus, having patiently waited, he obtained the promises. 
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Summary: 
1. Notice the quality that is necessary for obtaining the promises-patience toward people. 
2. True patience is a result of trusting God. 
3. It is designed to go beyond that which is forced patience due to circumstances. 
4. Patience without peace of soul is not really patience. 
5. It involves waiting for God's timing.  Isa 40:31 
6. Abraham was blessed and multiplied in time. 
7. The Messiah though came after His death-so how did He obtain that promise? 
8. Because He was spiritually alive and with God.  Cf Heb 12:1 
9. God's word is true and is not bound to our physical life. 
 
Heb 6:16 = Oaths of Men 
 
For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every 
dispute. 
 
C.T. = For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is an 

end of every dispute. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer draws an analogy from human agreements. 
2. Disputes are settled by two men by promises made in the presence of a third party who holds them 

accountable. 
3. This produces peace and hope. 
 
Heb 6:17 = God's Oath 
 
In the same way God, desiring (Pres Mid Ptc boulomai) even more to show to the heirs of the promise the 
unchangeableness (ametathetos = 2x; v18; legal  term used for wills; means not subject to change) of His 
purpose (BOUL8), interposed (Aor Act Ind MESITEUW = 1x; to Act as mediator; stepped into the middle; 
interposed) with an oath, 
 
C.T. = in the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness 

of His purpose, interposed with an oath, 
 
Summary: 
1. God gave His word to man so as to bring about an end to disputes. 
2. God's plan is to demonstrate to Israel the immutability of His character. 
3. So as to show them that it is not His desire for any of them to perish.  2 Pet 3:9 
4. God made His desires for them clear by means of promises which they had the option to accept. 
 
Heb 6:18 = The Immutability of His Character  
 
In order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have strong 
encouragement, we who have fled for refuge (Aor Act Ptc KATAPHEUGW = 2x; Acts 14:6; flee based on a 
standard; for refuge) in laying hold (Aor Act Inf KRATEW) of the hope set before us (Pres Mid Ptc PROKEIMAI = 
as a table is set). 
 
C.T. =  In order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have strong 
encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set before us. 
 
Summary: 
1. The two unchangeable things are God's purpose and His oath. 
2. The oath/promise flowed from His purpose. 
3. God's promises are back by His veracity. 
4. When we trust them we have strong encouragement in time. 
5. The trust involves seeking refuge in the truth of God's promises. 
6. To lay hold of means to hang on to at all costs. Cf 4:14 
7. Hope is an encouragement in time. 



 52

8. Encouragement in time is a result of having our sights set on eternity. 
9. Notice the interrelation of the two: hope precedes encouragement. 
10. God has spread hope and encouragement before us like a table in which to dine from. 
11. Having them is a potential until we trust Him, and then they are realities. 
 
Heb 6:19 = The Anchor of the Soul 
 
This hope (lit: which referring to hope) we have (Pres Act Ind ECHW) as an anchor (AGKUROS = 4x; Acts 
27:29,30,40) of the soul, a hope both sure (ASPHAL8 = 5x; safeguard (Php 3:1), certainty) and steadfast 
(BEBAIOS) and one which enters within the veil, 
 
C.T. = This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters 

within the veil, 
 
Summary: 
1. Having our sights set on eternity is an anchor. 
2. It will keep us from drifting.  Cf 2:1 
3. It will keep us from taking a stand in the drift.  3:12 
4. It will keep us from falling. 4:11 
5. And will keep us advancing. 6:1 
6. This hope is a certain safeguard when we believe it. 
7. It is a firm foundation.  (steadfast) 
8. It is one which can confidently enter before the throne of grace.  Cf 4:16 
9. It is a hope that has its basis in the hope. 1 Tim 1:1 
10. Christ in you is the realization of the hope. Col 1:27 
11. Hope is the stabilizing factor in our lives. 
 
Heb 6:20 = Jesus Went First 
 
Where (inside the veil) Jesus (humanity) has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever 
according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 
C.T. = Where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to 

the order of Melchizedek. 
 
Summary: 
1. We are not going where man has never been before. 
2. Jesus set the example of running the race. 
3. His obedience to the purpose of the Father and His trust in the promises let Him enter.  Cf 5:8-10 
4. His priesthood has no end.  (think about it) 
5. Thus His priesthood-and ours-is unique. 
6. Hope will let our priesthood function in the manner for which it was designed. 
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Hebrews 7:1-28 
Christ’s Superior Priestly Order 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 

A. Christ is Superior to Old Testament Prophets (1:1-3) 
B. Christ is Superior to the Angel (1:4-2:18) 
C. Christ is Superior to Moses (3:1-6) 
D. Christ is Superior to Joshua (3:7-4:13) 
E. Christ is Superior to the Aaronic Priesthood (4:14-7:28) 

1). Exhortation to Hold Fast (4:14-16) 
2). Qualifications of a Priest (5:1-10) 
3). Exhortation to Abandon Spiritual Laziness (5:11-6:12) 
4). Certainty of God’s Promise (6:13-20) 
5). Christ’s Superior Priestly Order (7:1-28) 

 
Heb 7:1 = Description of Melchizedek 
 
For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the most high God (EL ELYON), who met Abraham as he was 
returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him. 
 
C.T. = For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham as he was 

returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer is referring us to Genesis 14. 
2. Melchizedek brought Abraham bread and wine which foreshadowed the Lord’s Table. 
3. The victory belongs to El Elyon. 
4. Salem was a shortened term for Jerusalem.  Psa 76:2 
 
Heb 7:2 = His Act 
 
To whom also Abraham apportioned a tenth part of all the spoils (not in text, not valid; Abraham took no spoils; 
so it was1/10 of all he had), was first of all, by the translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then also king 
of Salem, which is king of peace. 
 
C.T. =  To whom also Abraham apportioned a tenth part of all, was first of all, by the translation of his name, 

king of righteousness, and then also king of Salem, which is king of peace. 
 
Summary: 
1. The clear fact is that Abraham, the father of Israel, revered and honored this man. 
2. Even though under the family priesthood, Abraham was a priest. 
3. The writer is establishing a divine order of reverence. 
4. The fact that Melchizedek was king of righteousness and king of peace gives some insight into his 

character. 
5. These titles are descriptive of Messiah.  Isa 9:6-7; Psa 85:10 
 
Heb 7:3 = Further Description of Melchizedek 
 
Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like 
(Pres Pas Ptc aphomoiow = 1x; cf2:17 HOMOIOW = made like the brethren in all things; APO indicates from a 
source; the present indicates an  analogy is set up) the Son of (the) God, he abides (Pres Act Ind MENW) a 
priest perpetually. 
 
C.T. = Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, 

but made like the Son of the God, he abides a priest perpetually. 
 
Summary: 
1. What is not recorded in scripture was done intentionally so as to establish a type. 
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2. Melchizedek was a type of the deity of Jesus Christ.  (humanity had father = God and a mother = 
Mary) 

3. Who is the eternal king and as we will see the eternal priest in His deity. 
4. The writer is going to extract elements related to Melchizedek and describe for us the qualities of the 

Messiah. 
 
Heb 7:4 = Look at Melchizedek's Greatness 
 
Now observe (Pres Act Imp THEOREW = to be a spectator of indicating the careful observation of details) how 
great (P8LIKOS = word that denotes magnitude) this man was to whom Abraham, the Patriarch, gave a tenth of 
the choicest spoils (Abraham viewed all that he had as spoils from Christ; he took no spoils from the king of 
Sodom or the defeated kings). 
 
C.T. = Now observe how great this man was to whom Abraham, the patriarch, gave a tenth of the choicest 

spoils. 
 
Summary: 
1. One of the most revered men in Israel's history revered another man. 
2. This is an example of Melchizedek's greatness as a priest of the Most High God. 
3. Abraham gave him a tenth of all he had.  Gen 14:20c 
4. So Abraham's attitude of reverence was backed by actions that denote reverence. 
5. Notice that he gave him the choicest.  (cf first fruits) 
 
Heb 7:5 = The Order of Reverence 
 
And those indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the priest's office have commandment in the law (according to 
KATA) to collect a tenth from the people, that is, from their brethren, although these are descended (out of the loins 
of) from Abraham. 
 
C.T. = And those indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the priest's office have commandment according 

to the law collect a tenth from the people, that is, from their brethren, although these are descended 
(out of the loins of) from Abraham. 

 
Summary: 
1. The writer compares the Levitical Priesthood to the priesthood of Melchizedek. 
2. With tithes being seen as a mark of reverence, he establishes an order of reverence. 
3. The people revered the priests who revered Abraham who revered Melchizedek. 
4. The Levitical priests received tithes by law. 
5. Melchizedek received tithes out of honor. 
6. This also establishes a new pattern of giving that is based on the priesthood of Melchizedek. 
 
Heb 7:6 = Melchizedek's Priesthood Preceded Levitical Priesthood 
 
But the one whose genealogy is not traced from them (no genetic relationship which was extremely important in 
the functioning of the Levitical Priesthood) collected a tenth from Abraham, and blessed the one (Abraham) who 
had the promises (Perf Act Ind EULOGEW + EPAGGELIA). 
 
C.T. = But the one whose genealogy is not traced from them collected a tenth from Abraham, and blessed 

the one who had the promises. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer is establishing the point that honor is not based simply on genealogy. 
2. Yet, in the Levitical priesthood genealogy was an extremely important factor. 
3. Melchizedek simply said, "blessed be Abram." 
4. Part of Melchizedek's role in history was to recognize and affirm Abraham's role in history. 
5. Melchizedek's priesthood was superior to and preceded the Levitical priesthood. 
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Heb 7:7 = A Simple Observation 
 
For without any dispute (ANTILOGIA) the lesser is blessed (Pres Pas Ind EULOGEW = is being blessed) by the 
greater. 
 
C.T. = For without any dispute the lesser is being blessed by the greater. 
 
Summary: 
1. It takes one greater to offer a blessing. 
2. Abraham is viewed as the lesser of the two. 
3. The reality behind Melchizedek's type, which is Jesus Christ, is still blessing Abraham. 
 
Heb 7:8 = Clear Difference in the Priesthoods 
 
And in this case (LPR/H) mortal men (Pres Act Ptc APOTHN8SKW + ANTHRWPOS dying men) receive tithes, but 
in that case (Melchizedek) one receives them, of whom it is witnessed (Pres Pas Ptc MARTUREW = is being 
witnessed; still going on) that he lives on (Pres Act Ind ZAW). 
 
C.T. = And in this case mortal men receive tithes, but in that case one receives them, of whom it is 

witnessed that he lives on. 
 
Summary: 
1. Tithes that were given under the law came to be done simply out of obligation. 
2. The tithes that Abraham gave were actually given to the Lord through the agent of Melchizedek. 
3. He was not under any obligation to do so. 
4. Abraham's honoring of Melchizedek with money and thus the honoring of the Lord with money is still 

an example for today. 
5. The reason that we can honor the Lord in that way is because He is still alive. 
 
Heb 7:9 = The Levitical Priesthood Is Inferior 
 
And, so to speak, through Abraham even Levi, who received tithes, paid tithes. 
 
C.T. =  And, so to speak, through Abraham even Levi, who received tithes, paid tithes. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Levitical priesthood was inherently designed to honor one who is greater, as is giving today. 
2. So the Levitical priesthood was never designed to be the “end-all, be-all.” 
 
Heb 7:10 = Levi to be Subservient to Melchizedek 
 
For he (Levi) was still in the loins of his father (Abraham) when Melchizedek met him. 
 
C.T. = For he (Levi) was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Levitical Priesthood should have recognized the special nature of the Priesthood of 

Melchizedek. 
2. Their genealogy was to pray tribute to the one who was without genealogy. 
 
Heb 7:11 = The Hypothesis 
 
For if perfection (TELEIWSIS = 2x; Luke 1:45 fulfillment; cognates of this word occur 14x in Hebrews; cf 
2:10;5:9,14; 6:1; indicates reaching maturity, a desired end, completion) was through the Levitical priesthood 
(for on the basis of it {the Levitical Priesthood} the people received the law), what further need was there for 
another (HETEROS) priest to arise (Pres Mid Inf ANIST8MI) according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be 
designated according to the order of Aaron (where the high priests were found)? 
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C.T. = For if fulfillment was through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the people received the 
law), what further need was there for another priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, 
and not be designated according to the order of Aaron? 

 
Summary: 
1. This is an extremely important verse in that it shows that maturity was not achieved through the law. 
2. Fulfillment of the plan of God was not designed to be through the Levitical priesthood. 
3. Messiah would be from an untainted priesthood and one that would be revered by the Levitical 

priesthood. 
4. This question is designed to get the reader to think about the other factors that God stated to be part 

of his plan. 
 
Heb 7:12 = Qualification to the Question 
 
For when the priesthood is changed (Pres Pas Ptc METATITH8MI), of necessity there takes place a change of law 
also. 
 
C.T. =  For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a change of law also. 
 
Summary: 
1. Since the law and the Levitical priesthood were directly related to each other, when one is changed 

the other must be as well.  (law established the priesthood, priesthood was basis for the law) 
2. By contrasting the priesthoods we can see the that the law was changed from a law of 

obligations/duty to a law of love.  John 13:34-35 
 
Heb 7:13 = The Answer 
 
For the one concerning whom these things are spoken belongs to another (HETEROS) tribe, from which no one has 
officiated at the altar. 
 
C.T. = For the one concerning whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no one 

has officiated at the altar. 
 
Summary: 
1. Fulfillment of the plan of God was not to come through the tribe of Levi. 
2. There were some clear statements from God which tribe that fulfillment would come through. 
 
Heb 7:14 = The Tribe of Judah 
 
For it is evident that our Lord was descended (Perf Act Ind ANATELLW = 9x; to rise up; used especially of 
things in creation; day star 2 Pet 1:19; sun Jas 1:11; clouds Luke 12:54; had arisen) from Judah, a tribe with 
reference to which Moses spoke nothing concerning priests. 
 
C.T. = for it is evident that our Lord had arisen from Judah, a tribe with reference to which Moses spoke 

nothing concerning priests. 
 
Summary: 
1. It was evident to all that Messiah would come through the kingly line of Judah.  Gen 49:10; Num 

24:17 
2. But Moses spoke nothing of a king-priest. 
3. David, however did speak of the king-priest.  Psa 110:4 (quoted in v17) 
 
Heb 7:15 = The Clear Picture in Christ 
 
And this is clearer still, if another priest arises (Pres Mid Ind ANIST8MI) according to the likeness of Melchizedek, 
 
C.T. =  And this is clearer still, if another priest arises according to the likeness of Melchizedek, 
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Heb 7:16 = Clearcut Superiority 
 
Who has become such not on the basis of a law of physical requirement, but according to the power (DUNAMIS) of 
an indestructible life (AKATALUTOS = 1x; to not loose down; not wear out, indestructible + ZO8). 
 
C.T. = Who has become such not on the basis of a law of physical requirement, but according to the power 

of an indestructible life. 
 
Summary: 
1. If another priest arises who is also a king in a manner similar to Melchizedek, since Abraham did 

homage we should as well. 
2. While Christ's kingship was related to genealogy, His priesthood was related to power. 
3. He stands as an eternal priest as portrayed in the typology of Melchizedek. 
4. Simple reasoning tells us which priesthood is greater. 
5. Would you rather be related to a priesthood that is subject to storms or one that cannot be damaged 

by them and can even calm them? 
6. In Christ, the priesthood is no longer bound to the physical. 
 
Heb 7:17 = Must Account for All Verses 
 
For it is witnessed (Pres Pas Ind MARTUREW) of Him, "Thou art a priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek." 
 
C.T. =  For it is witnessed of Him, "You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek." 
 
Summary: 
1. The context of this verse in psalm110 makes this an extremely important verse. 
2. Messiah would not be of the priestly line, but a priest of the kingly line. 
3. Messiah would be David's God and also be his son. V1 
4. Thus he would be God-man-king-priest. 
 
Heb 7:18 = Setting Aside One to Establish Another 
 
For, on the one hand, there is a setting aside (ATHET8SIS = annulment) of a former commandment because of its 
weakness (ASTHEN8S) and uselessness (ANWPHELES = lack of profitability) 
 
C.T. = For, on the one hand, there is an annulment of a former commandment because of its weakness and 

lack of profitability 
 
Heb 7:19 = The Better Hope 
 
(For the law made nothing perfect) {Aor Act Ind TELEIOW}), and on the other hand there is a bringing in of a better 
hope, through which we draw near to God. 
 
C.T. = (For the law made nothing perfect), and on the other hand there is a bringing in of a better hope, 

through which we draw near to God. 
 
Summary: 
1. The law was set aside due to its inability to bring about the desired effect-maturity.  Cf6:1 
2. It was replaced with something better-something in which we have hope. 
3. The better hope is a relationship with God because the sins committed under the law have been paid 

for. 
4. Hope brings us nearer to God because it is the anchor of our soul.  Cf6:19 
5. It is the confidence that we have from sharing in the eternal priesthood of Jesus Christ. 6:19-20 
 
Heb 7:20 = The Priesthood of Promise 
 
And inasmuch as it was not without an oath 
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C.T. =  And inasmuch as it was not without an oath 
 
Heb 7:21 = The Oath—Promise 
 
(for they indeed became priests without an oath, but He with an oath through the One who said to Him, "The Lord 
has sworn and will not change His mind (OU + Fut Pas Ind METAMELOMAI)  'You are a priest forever.'"); 
 
C.T. =  (For they indeed became priests without an oath, but He with an oath through the One who said to 
Him, "The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind  'You are a priest forever.'"); 
 
Summary: 
1. God's word is behind the priesthood of Melchizedek. 
2. The Levitical priests were not promised an eternal priesthood. 
3. God has spoken and will not change his mind. 
4. He spoke these words to the son of David.  Psa 110:4 cf Heb 5:5-6 
5. And specifically to the humanity of Christ. 
 
Heb 7:22 = Jesus is the One 
 
So much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee (EGGUOS = guarantee, surety) of a better covenant. 
 
C.T. =  So much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant. 
 
Summary: 
1. This verse ties the God-man-king-priest to none other than the carpenter from Nazareth-Jesus. 
2. Look at Him and see the fulfillment (v11) of the promises of God. 
3. All promises are found in Him. 
4. His life guaranteed us a better covenant-one based on hope. 
 
Heb 7:23 = Limitations of Levitical Priesthood 
 
And the former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers, because they were prevented by death from 
continuing, 
 
C.T. = And the former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers, because they were prevented 

by death from continuing. 
 
Heb 7:24 = No Such Limitations on Jesus 
 
But He, on the other hand, because He abides forever, holds His priesthood permanently (APARABATOS = 1x; 
unalterable, unchangeable, inviolable; not to be changed again) 
 
C.T. =  But He, on the other hand, because He abides forever, holds His priesthood permanently. 
 
Summary: 
1. Physical death was a serious problem for the Levitical priests. 
2. Christ's priesthood is not bound by the physical. 
 
Heb 7:25 = His Present Ministry 
 
Hence, also, He is able (Pres Mid Ind DUNAMAI) to save (Pres Act Inf SWDZW) forever (lit: into the all; every 
part; in every respect) those who draw near (Pres Pas Ptc PROSERCHOMAI = coming to his face) to (the) God 
through Him, since He always lives (Pres Act Ptc ZAW) to make intercession (Pres Act Inf ENTUGCHANW) for 
(HUPER) them. 
 
C.T. = Hence, also, He is able to save in every respect those who are coming to the face of the God through 

Him, since He always lives to make intercession on behalf of them. 
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Summary: 
1. With Christ's position comes the power to save. 
2. His salvation extends to the entirety of our being. 
3. It is not bound to time. 
4. The qualification is that man must be seeking to come to God through His Son. 
5. Christ's attitude about life is to live for us. 
6. He took our place on the cross and continues to be our "go-between" to the Father. 
7. He wants us to know His Dad. 
 
Heb 7:26 = Man Needed This Kind of High Priest 
 
For it was fitting (Imp PREPW) that we should have such a High Priest, holy (HOSIOS = experientially), innocent 
(AKAKOS = with no inherent evil), undefiled (AMIANTOS = 4x; free from contamination), separated from 
sinners (Perf Pas Ptc CHWRIDZW = having been separated + HAMARTWLOS) and exalted above the heavens; 
 
C.T. =  For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, experientially holy, without inherent evil, 

free from contamination, having been separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens. 
      
Summary: 
1. Mankind needed a perfect High Priest. 
2. One who was experientially holy, i.e. with no personal sin. 
3. One who was without inherent evil, i.e. with no sin nature. 
4. One who was free from contamination, i.e. never fell to temptation. 
5. One who was separated out from sinners at the ascension. 
6. One who is in the highest position of authority. 
 
Heb 7:27 = Once for All 
 
Who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins, and then for the sins of 
the people, because this He did once for all (EPHAPAX = strengthened form of HAPAX) when He offered up 
Himself. 
 
C.T. =  Who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins, and 

then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is not like the others. 
2. They had an inherent problem that had to be constantly dealt with. 
3. He came in His Holiness to take care of their problem. 
4. With His qualifications, it required only one sacrifice-but He had to sacrifice Himself. 
 
Heb 7:28 = Imperfection vs. Perfection 
 
For the law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints 
a son, made perfect forever (Perf Pas Ptc TELEIOW). 
 
C.T. = For the law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after 

the law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever. 
 
Summary: 
1. God's promise of a great high priest (cf3:1) superceded the laws establishment of a high priesthood. 
2. Mere mankind is not strong enough for the job. 
3. Mere mankind is not experientially holy, is not free from inherent evil and is not free from 

contamination. 
4. Jesus, though passed the tests and his humanity in hypostatic union was exalted above all else. 
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Hebrews 8:1-13 
A Better Covenant 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 

A. A Better Covenant (8:1-13) 
 
Heb 8:1 = The Main Point 
 
Now the main point (KEPHALAIOV = 2x; Acts 22:28; sum; a summation to this point; bottom line; main point) 
in what has been said (Pres Pas Ptc LEGW = is being said) is this:  we have (Pres Act Ind ECHW) such a High 
Priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 
 
C.T. = Now the main point in what is being said is this: we have such a High Priest, who has taken His seat 

at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 
 
Summary: 
1. We have a priest who is after the order of Melchizedek. 
2. He is a priest forever. 
3. He is God-man and King in addition to being the High Priest. 
4. He has met all the requirements of perfection.  Cf 7:26 
5. The main point is that he exists and that we are related to Him. 
6. He is at the most important position in the universe. 
7. Hope, our anchor of the soul, is based on fact! 
 
Heb 8:2 = His Ministry 
 
A minister (LEITOURGOS = 5x; technical word meaning a divinely appointed servant; even if they don't 
realize it cf Rom 13:6) in the sanctuary (lit: of the holy ones/things), and in the true Tabernacle (SK8V8), which 
the Lord pitched, not (OUK) man. 
 
C.T. = A minister of the holy ones, and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord's present ministry is directed toward the saints. 
2. God's grace appoints us as priestly ministers.  Rom 15:16 
3. Our ministry extends to others.  Php 2:25 
4. The priestly ministry is Christ at work through us.  Php 1:6; 2:13 
5. And also through angels.  Cf 1:7 
6. The true tabernacle is in the heavens as the New Jerusalem. Rev 15:5;21:3 
7. Jesus Christ brought this true tabernacle to man.  John 1:14 
8. Man is an earthly tabernacle.  2 Cor 5:1,4 (sk8nos) 
9. This earthly tabernacle will be set aside.  2 Pet 1:13-14 
10. Has Christ been permitted into our tabernacle? 
11. Notice that Christ is still ministering to you. 
 
Heb 8:3 = His Offering 
 
For every high priest is appointed (Pres Pas Ind KATHIST8MI) to offer (Pres Act Inf PROSPHERW = carry to the 
face of) both gifts (DWRA = of abiding value) and sacrifices (THUSIA); hence it is necessary that this high priest 
also have something to offer (Aor Act Sub PROSPHERW) 
 
C.T. = For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; hence it is necessary that this 

high priest also have something to offer. 
 
Summary: 
1. With divine appointment comes divine function. 
2. The high priest was to bring to the face of God quality gifts. 
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3. A sacrifice denoted something that was pleasing to God and that had a personal cost attached. 
4. It denoted a choice to deprive oneself of something that one had the right to. 
5. Sacrifices that were purely for ritual purposes were never desired by the Lord.  Matt 9:13;12:7 
6. Fulfilling the two greatest commandments is of much greater importance than fulfilling the ritual of 

the law.  Mark 12:33 
7. Ritual sacrifices in fact in the name of God may not be for the God.  Acts 7:41-42 
8. We as priests are to follow Christ's pattern and offer up the sacrifice of ourself.  Rom 12:1 
9. This displays a walk  in love.  Eph 5:2 
10. Mutual sacrifice among members of the body of Christ will be cause for rejoicing and joy.  Php 2:17 
11. Financial support for God's communicators is an "acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God."  Php 4:18 
12. These are not to be gifts and sacrifices for sins (cf 5:1) but out of gratitude.  Cf 13:15-16 
13. The body of Christ is to offer up spiritual sacrifices.  1 Pet 2:5 
 
Heb 8:4 = Significance of Heavenly Position 
 
Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are those who offer the gifts according to the law; 
 
C.T. = Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there are those who offer the gifts 

according to the Law; 
 
Summary: 
1. If Christ were on earth, his priestly ministry would not be recognized by those who should recognize it. 
2. It is difficult to let Christ into the world we have created. 
3. Quests for fame, fortune, power and pleasure push Christ out and then become defensive of what 

has been obtained. 
4. This was true in Israel and can easily be true in churches. 
 
Heb 8:5 = Pay Attention to the Pattern 
 
Who serve (Pres Act Ind LATREUW = rituals still going on) a copy (HUPODEIGMA = 6x; a thing shown, 
specimen; example) and shadow (SKIA) of the heavenly things, just as Moses was warned (Perf Pas Ind 
CHR8MATIDZW = 9x; to admonish, warn) by God when he was about to erect (Pres Act Inf EPITELEW = 
complete, install, erect) the tabernacle; for, "see (Pres Act Imp HORAW = take a good look, check it out)," He 
says (Pres Act Ind PH8MI = englightened), "that you make (Fut Act Ind POIEW) all things according to the pattern 
(TUPOS) which was shown to you on the mountain."  (Exo 25:40)  
 
C.T. = Who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses was warned by God when he 

was about to erect the tabernacle; for, “see,” He says, “that you make all things according to the 
pattern which was shown to you on the mountain.” 

 
Summary: 
1. The earthly tabernacle was an example of the true tabernacle which the Lord pitched and not man. 
2. Examples are needed by mankind: 

A. The Lord's example of servanthood.  John 13:15 
B. Of suffering and patience.  Jas 5:10 
C. Even bad examples.  Heb 4:11; 2 Pet 2:6 

3. The problem is when we worship an example other than the Lord. 
4. God warned Moses about doing his own thing. 
5. Moses had to pay attention to detail before the tabernacle was put together. 
6. They all had typological significance and thus a mistake in the construction would not correctly 

relate the type. 
7. This earthly tabernacle of ours is to be remodeled to reveal Jesus Christ. 
8. We too need to pay attention to detail. 
9. The remodeling though deals specifically with the inside.  (the outside of the tabernacle was nothing 

spectacular to behold) 
10. Is there bread, light and incense in our lives? 
11. Do we enter through the veil to talk to our Lord? 
12. Do we appreciate His qualifications and our unworthiness?  (tablets of law, pot of manna, Aaron's 

rod) 
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Heb 8:6 = He is Better All the Way Around 
 
But now He has obtained (Perf Act Ind TUGCHANW = to meet with, light upon, obtain) a more excellent ministry 
(LEITOURGOS), by as much as He is also the mediator (MESIT8S) of a better covenant, which has been enacted 
(Perf Pas Ind NOMOTHETEW = to place as law; 2x; cf 7:11) on better promises (EPAGGELIA). 
 
C.T. = But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better 

covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ's present ministry after the order or Melchizedek, is better in every sense than the Levitical 

priesthood. 
2. Christ's stems from heaven while theirs stems from earth. 
3. Christ's has divine sanction while theirs no longer does. 
4. Theirs was based on many sacrifices while Christ's is based on only one.  Heb 10 
5. His ministry is still going on and is without end, while theirs is finite. 
6. His ministry is based on His mediatorship in which He is the reality of the type of the mediatorship of 

Moses and the high priests.  Gal 3:19-20 
7. He is the "go-between" between man and God.  1 John 2:2 
8. As mediator, He secured a covenant that was better than the Mosaic covenant. 
9. The promises are better in that they are more extensive and timeless. 
 
Heb 8:7 = A Second Covenant 
 
For if that first covenant had been (IMP EIMI) faultless (AMEMPTOS = 5x; unblameable, blameless; used in 
regard to keeping the law Luke 1:6; free from fault or defect), there would have been no occasion sought for a 
second. 
 
C.T. = For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second. 
 
Summary: 
1. The law was weak in that it made nothing mature. 7:18-19 
2. Mankind had viewed the law incorrectly and thus it had driven them away from God instead of 

toward God. 
3. The law was not imperfect as it came directly from God. 
4. But mankind's worship of the law instead of the giver of the law became an issue.  (had viewed the 

law incorrectly and thus it had driven them away from God instead of toward God. 
5. The law was not imperfect as it came directly from God. 
6. But mankind's worship of the law instead of the giver of the law became an issue.  (flood, Sodom & 

Gom., N & S kingdoms) 
7. The second covenant is a display of God's grace because man messed up the first so bad. 
8. God wants us to stand in front of Him blameless.  Php 2:15; 1 Thes 3:13 
 
Heb 8:8 = The New Covenant (Jer 31:31) 
 
For finding fault (Pres Mid Ptc MEMPHOMAI = 2x; Rom 9:19; violation of Law; righteousness and justice) with 
them (note where the fault lays), He says, "Behold (Aor Act Imp HORAW), days are coming says the Lord, when I 
will effect (Fut Act Ind SUNTELEW) a new covenant (KAINOS = (in respect to quality) with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah; 
 
C.T. = For finding fault with them, He says, "Behold, days are coming says the Lord, when I will effect a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah; 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer begins to quote Jeremiah 31. 
2. This is called the new covenant to Israel. 
3. It has not yet been fulfilled, but will be in the Millennium.  Cf v11 
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4. What the writer is going to show them is that the route to the new covenant to Israel is through the 
new covenant to the Church.  Heb 9:15;12:24 

5. It is clearly a covenant that has been given in grace as the fault is with man. 
6. The covenant is equally open to the divided kingdom. 
 
Heb 8:9 = Comparison with the Old Covenant 
 
Not like the covenant which I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the 
land of Egypt; for they did not continue (OUK + Aor Act Ind EMMENW) in My covenant, and I did not care for them 
(Aor Act Ind AMELEW = 5x; cf 2:3; to not care about; neglect), says the Lord. 
 
C.T. = Not like the covenant which I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to lead 

them out of the land of Egypt; for they did not continue in My covenant, and I did not care for them, 
says the Lord. 

 
Summary: 
1. The Mosaic covenant was a conditional covenant. 
2. Man had to keep the law to receive the blessings of the Law. 
3. Israel was led out of Egypt by the hand as a father leads a child. 
4. But they never grew up. 
5. Their constant violations of the covenant led the Lord to “neglect" them in the sense of no personal 

relationship. 
6. They had acted like an adulterous wife.  Jer 31:32 (although I was a husband to them in Matt, not in 

LXX, not quoted here but the sense given) 
7. Neglecting God leads to missing out. 
8. Neglecting our spiritual gift leads to missing out.  1 Tim 4:14 
9.   Neglecting to remind people of important things lets them miss out.  2 Pet 1:12 
 
Heb 8:10 = Promises of the New Covenant 
 
"For this is the covenant that I will make (Fut Mid Ind DIATITH8MI = place throughout) with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord: “I will put (Pres Act Ptc DIDWMI = futuristic Ptc; give) My laws into their minds 
(DIANOIA), and I will write (Fut Act Ind EPIGRAPHW) them upon their hearts, and I will be (Fut Mid Ind EIMI) their 
God, and they shall be My people. 
 
C.T. = “For this is the covenant that I will place throughout the House of Israel after those days, says the 

Lord, ‘I will give My laws into their minds, and I will write them upon their hearts, and I will be their 
God, and they shall be My people. 

 
Summary: 
1. Jeremiah sees Israel reunited. 
2. This covenant will saturate reunited Israel. 
3. After Israel is completely regathered, this covenant will take effect. 
4. This covenant is unconditional to those who are part of spiritual Israel. 
5. God's grace will inscribe His laws into the minds of mankind.  (won't have to study them) 
6. Mankind will readily and willingly receive them. 
7. This new covenant is noted for the internal changes that God will bring about. 
8. This will produce the relationship that God has desired from the beginning. 
 
Heb 8:11 = A Massive Change 
 
"And they shall not teach (OU M8 +Aor Act Sub DIDASKW) every one his fellow-citizen, and every one his brother, 
saying, 'know (Aor Act Imp GINWSKW) the Lord,' for all shall know Me (Fut Act Ind OIDA), from the least to the 
greatest of them, 
 
C.T. = "And they shall not teach every one his fellow-citizen, and every one his brother, saying, 'know the 

Lord,' for all shall know Me, from the least to the greatest of them, 
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Summary: 
1. There will be a time in history when the great commission has been carried out. 
2. There will be a time when those who teach about God will no longer function in that manner. 
3. There will be a time when we don't have to encourage and urge people (preach at them) to know the 

Lord. 
4. Because all will have a relationship with Him. 
5. There will be no differentiation due to intelligence, social strata et al. 
6. Notice that until the millenium comes we are to seek to fulfill the great commission and be His 

witnesses.  Matt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8 
 
Heb 8:12 = The Big Difference 
 
"For I will be merciful (Fut Mid Ind EIMI + HILEWS) to their iniquities (ADIKIA = unrighteousness), and I will 
remember (OU M8 + Aor Pas Sub MIMN8SKW = to be mindful of) their sins (HAMARTIA) no more." 
 
C.T. = "For I will be merciful to their unrighteousnesses, and I will remember their sins no more." 
 
Summary: 
1. The new covenant contained in it a "mercy" package. 
2. And also a removal of indebtedness for sins. 
3. The path to this mercy is only found through the One who propitiated the father-Jesus. 
4. Fully grasping the fact that we are recipients of God's mercy and that He still sees a value in us is a 

basis for incredible joy.  1 Tim 1:12-17 
5. One of the requirements of the royal priesthood is to be a recipient of God's mercy.  1 Pet 2:9-10 
6. The Lord always desired mercy to be in the hearts of His people more than ritual.  Matt 9:13 
7. We may still receive mercy.  Heb 4:16 
8. We had better become willing to display it.  Matt 5:7; Jas 2:13 
9. Mercy is a characteristic of wisdom.  Jas 3:17 
10. His great mercy is the only reason we can become born again. 1 Pet 1:3 
11. God "forgets" our sins.  Can we? 
 
Heb 8:13 = Changes in Store for the Readers 
 
When He said, "a new covenant," (KAINOS) He has made the first obsolete (Perf Act Ind PALAIOW = to grow old, 
become obsolete, run down).  But whatever is becoming obsolete (Pres Pas Ptc PALAIOW) and growing old 
(Pres Act Ptc G8RASKW = 2x; John 21:18) is ready to disappear (EGGUS = near + APHANISMOS = not be 
manifested) 
 
C.T. = When He said, “A New Covenant,” He has made the first obsolete.  But whatever is becoming 

obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear. 
 
Summary: 
1. The covenant of the Law could not handle the “new wine” of Grace.  Matt 9:17 
2. The old covenant dealt more with what would keep man from a relationship with God. 
3. The New Covenant is based on relationship.  John 13:34 
4. When the love of a relationship is displayed, laws are not really needed.  Rom 13:8-10 
5. The writer is specifically referring to the ritual and worship under the Law in a prophetic sense which 

will be fulfillfed in 70 A.D. 
6. Application to us:  are we trying to build a relationship with God solely by trying to keep His laws or 

by being a grateful recipient of His Mercy?  (Pharisees were good at the first one, but Christ listened 
carefully to the ones who asked for mercy) 
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Hebrews 9:1-12 
A Better Sanctuary 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28)) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 

A. A Better Covenant (8:1-13) 
B. A Better Sanctuary (9:1-12) 

 
Heb 9:1 = The First Covenant 
 
Now even the first covenant (supplied from 8:6, also in 8:7,13) had regulations (DIKAIWMA = 10x; a concrete 
expression of righteousness; usually translated "ordinance"; what God has declared "right") of divine 
worship (LATREIA = 5x; verb 21x; to offer spiritual service; Rom 12:1; service is a form of worship) and the 
earthly sanctuary (HAGION + KOSMIKON = 2x; Titus 2:12; earthly, worldly). 
 
C.T. = Now even the first covenant had ordinances of spiritual service and the earthly sanctuary. 
 
Summary:  
1. The Mosaic covenant was based on the righteousness of God. 
2. The ordinances given in the service to the tabernacle were from God's righteousness. 
3. Whereas the first covenant had ordinances as to who did what and when, the new covenant does as 

well. 
4. The difference is that in the new covenant, all Believers, who are themselves priests to God, have 

spiritual service all the time. 
5. In the old covenant, specific actions were performed and specific offerings were made.  
6. In the new covenant, we offer ourself as our Lord did.  Rom 12:1 
 
Heb 9:2 = The Tabernacle 
 
For there was a tabernacle (SK8N8) prepared (Aor Pas Ind KARASKEUADZW = 11x; to prepare or make ready 
based on a standard, equipped), the outer one (first), in which were the lampstand (LUCHNIA = 12x; often trans. 
"candlestick" cf Rev 1:12,18,20;2:1,5;11:4; a portable lamp usually set on a stand, not related to a candle) 
and the table (TRAPEDZA = 15x; primarily a dining table; a place to present something) and (note that the 
writer here makes a difference between the table and the bread) the sacred bread (PROTHESIS + ARTON = a 
setting forth of loaves; corresponds to "bread of the face/presence" i.e. Of God); this is called the Holy Place 
(lit: which is being called "holy place"). 
 
C.T. = For there was a tabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and the table and 

the sacred bread; this is called the Holy Place. 
 
Summary:  
1. The writer is presenting the symbolism here as involving two separate tents. 
2. The preparation of the Holy Place was designed to foretell of One greater who would come. 

A. The Lord reveals the great things He will do beforehand to His servants the prophets.  Amos 
3:7; 1 Pet 3:20 

B. John the Baptist was sent to prepare the way for the Messiah.  Matt 11:10 & Mark 1:2 & Luke 
7:27 

C. So that people would be prepared to meet the Lord.  Luke 1:17 
3. The first article of furniture the writer calls our attention to is the lampstand.  (made of 75 lbs of gold 

@ $400 per oz = $480,000; had seven lamps which were to be kept burning at all times) 
A. Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  John 8:12 
B. He has called us to be lights to the world.  Matt 5:14-16 
C. We are to keep the "lamps" lit.  Luke 12:35ff 
D. Specifically as local churches.  Rev 1:20 
E. Jesus is the light of eternity.  Rev 21:23 

4. The second is the table. (3'x1.5'x27" acacia wood overlaid with gold; four rings; rim a handbreadth 
high) 
A. Tables are used to display items for others to observe or partake of. 



 66

B. They may be used for invalid exchanges.  Matt 21:12 & Mark 11:15 & John 2:15 
C. The transactions carried out over "tables" can easily become a snare for people.  Luke 22:21; 

Rom 11:9 
D. But the Lord has set a table from which we are invited to dine even though we are failures.  

Luke 22:24-34 
E. Even the crumbs from His table are desireable.  Matt 15:27 & Mark 7:28 
F. To partake of the Lord's table we must not be compromising with idolatry.  1 Cor 10:21 

5. The sacred bread is the bread of the presence denoting that Jesus Christ would be present among 
men. 
A. There were to be twelve loaves, one for each tribe of Israel. 
B. Bread is one of the basics of life. 
C. Christ is the bread from heaven.  John 6 
D. True life does not come solely from literal bread but from the sustenance of the word of God.  

Matt 4:4 
E. We are to pray for our daily "bread."  Matt 6:11 
F. The priests went first to the table of shewbread, but the light had to be on for them to see 

what they were eating. 
 
Heb 9:3 = The Holy of Holies 
 
And behind the second veil (KATAPETASMA =6x; that which is spread out; the first veil was at the entry into 
the holy place) there was a tabernacle (SK8N8) which is called the Holy of Holies, 
 
C.T. = And behind the second veil, there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies, 
 
Summary: 
1. The first veil was called the entrance hanging which was blue, purple, crimson, and scarlet which 

was fastened with hooks to five wooden pillars overlaid with gold and set in bronze bases. 
2. This second area is also viewed as a tent.  Thus we have the tent of man and the tent of God. 
3. The two areas were separated by a veil.  Exo 26:31-35 
4. Entry behind this veil was restricted under the First Covenant.  Heb 9:7 
5. Entry behind this veil is not restricted under the New Covenant.  6:19-20 
6. The reason is that the veil has been torn apart.  Matt 27:51 & Mark 15:38 & Luke 23:45 
7. The veil itself was a picture of Christ.  Heb 10:20 
 
Heb 9:4 = The Holy of Holies 
 
Having a golden altar of incense (KRUSON = golden + THUMIAT8RION = 1x; a vessel for burning incense; 
THUMAIMA = 6x; THUMIAW = 1x; this was not in the most holy place, we will see why it is listed here in the 
summary) and the Ark (KIBWTON = used of Noah's ark and the ark of the covenant) of the Covenant 
(DIATH8K8) covered on all sides (Perf Pas Ptc PERIKALUPTW) with gold, in which was a golden jar holding the 
manna, and Aaron's rod which budded, and the tables of the covenant. 
 
C.T. = Having a golden altar of incense and the Ark of the Covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which 

was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron's rod which budded, and the tables of the covenant. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Altar of Incense was physically placed in the holy place outside the veil.  Exo 30:6 
2. It was a smaller version of the Bronze Altar.  (1.5' square x 3') cf (7.5' sq. x  4.5') 
3. Fire was taken from the Bronze Altar. 
4. Then a special mixture of incense was burned and the aroma filled both the Holy Place and the Most 

Holy Place. 
5. Note that all three areas of the tabernacle complex were involved. 
6. The altar itself was not the real issue but what came forth from the altar-prayer.  Rev 5:8;8:3 
7. The prayers have their basis in the cross which is the propellant behind the prayers of the saints. 
8. Prayer was an important part of the atoning work of Christ on the cross.  (Exo 30:10; Gethsemane 

was the reality of the Altar of Incense) 
9. The Ark of the Covenant is the picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
10. In Christ in hypostatic union was the word.  John 1:1,14 
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11. In Christ is the fulfillment of the law.  Matt 5:17 
12. In Christ is the resurrection.  John 11:25 
13. Christ clearly pointed out that he was the fulfillment of the symbolism of the tabernacle. 
 
Heb 9:5 = The Mercy Seat 
 
And above it (the Ark) were the Cherubim of Glory overshadowing (Pres Act Ptc KATASKIADZW) the Mercy Seat 
(HILASTERION); but of these things we cannot now speak in detail. 
 
C.T. =  and above it were the Cherubim of Glory overshadowing the Mercy Seat; but of these things we 
cannot now speak in detail. 
 
Summary: 
1. The two cherubim were to be of hollow hammered work that were made out of the ends of the Mercy 

Seat. Exo 25:18-20 
2. Thus portraying their inherent interest in and partaking of the act of propitiation. 
3. They were partakers of His deity.  Cf 2 Pet 1:4 
4. Since the cherubim were partakers of His deity via propitiation, the glory is that of the Lord's and is 

not referring to a glory of angels. 
5. The "overshadowing" indicates that they took the place of Satan after his fall. 
6. Jesus Christ is the resolution of the Angelic Conflict. 
7. The writer tells us that we must move on to the major topic of this discourse.  (He did lay some 

groundwork-which would be very familiar to the Hebrews) 
 
Heb 9:6 = Daily Function of the Priests 
 
Now when these things (tab + furn) have been thus prepared (Perf Pas Ptc KARASKEUADZW = used in V2 in 
Aor.), the priests are continually entering the outer (first; same as in V2) tabernacle (tent), performing the spiritual 
services. 
 
C.T. = Now when these things have been thus prepared, the priests are continually entering the outer 

tabernacle (first tent), performing the spiritual services. 
 
Summary: 
1. After the tabernacle was set up then the services were to begin and continue on a regular basis. 
2. The service was limited though to the Holy Place. 
3. One of the things that became evident was the fact that entrance into the Holy of Holies was barred 

by the veil. 
4. And yet they had to go through the veil to get into the Holy of Holies. 
5. Note that there were things for priests to accomplish on a daily basis. 
 
Heb 9:7 = Entry Into the Holy of Holies 
 
But into the second only (MONOS) the high priest enters, once (HAPAX) a year, not without taking blood, which he 
offers (Pres Act Ind PROSPHERW) for himself (HUPER) and for the sins of the people, committed in ignorance (lit:  
and the ignorant sins of the people; AGNO8MA = 1x;) 
 
C.T. = But into the second only the holy priest enters, once a year, not without taking blood, which he 

offers for himself and the ignorant sins of the people. 
 
Summary: 
1. Very specific instructions were given for the high priest's entry into the Holy of Holies on the day of 

atonement.  Lev 16:11ff; Exo 30:10 
2. The Levitical high priesthood through the line of Aaron was constantly reminded that it too needed a 

sacrifice for sins. 
3. Even sins of ignorance require a payment. Num 15:22-26 
4. They are even committed by high priests. 
5. So the high priests were to deal gently with the ignorant.  Heb 5:1-3 
6. When we are ignorant of something we should not let fear keep us from asking.  Mark 9:32 
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7. We are not to be ignorant of the fact that the kindness of God leads us to repentance.  Rom 2:4 
8. We must not be ignorant of the fact that we who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been 

baptized into His death.  Rom 6:3 
9. Being ignorant of God's righteousness leads one to trying to establish one’s own righteousness.  

Rom 10:3 
10. We are not to be ignorant of Satan’s devbices.  2 Cor 2:11 
11. God “custs us some slack” for sins committed in ignorance.  1 Tim 1:13;f 1 Pet 1:14 
12. But He does not desire that we stay ignorant so as to have somewhat of an excuse.  Matt 5:48 
 
Heb 9:8 = The Significance 
 
The Holy Spirit is signifying this (Pres Act Ptc D8LOW = 7x; to make plain, point out, signify), that the way 
(HODOS) into the Holy Place (HAGIOS in pl = of the saints) has not yet been disclosed (Perf Pas Inf PHANEROW 
= manifested, disclosed; forever), while the outer tabernacle (first tent) is still standing (lit: having a stand), 
 
C.T. = The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way of the saints has not yet been disclosed, while the 

outer tabernacle is still standing, 
 
Summary: 
1. The Holy Spirit has always been an active agent in the declaration of God's plan.  1 Pet 1:11 
2. Due to the entrance hanging and the pillars, the common man could not get a good view into the 

Holy Place. 
3. So he had to rely on what the priests disclosed to him. 
4. But if the walls of the Holy Place were down, then the veil could be seen which is the means of entry 

into the Holy of Holies. 
5. Something had to change for the common man to see the way. 
6. This relates to the Angelic Conflict in that it shows the damage that can be done by an evil high 

priest and his underlings. 
 
Heb 9:9 = The Real Meaning 
 
Which is a symbol (PARABOL8) for the present time.  Accordingly both gifts (DWRA) and sacrifices (THUSIA) are 
offered (Pres Pas Ind PROSPHERW = indicates that it is going on even then) which cannot (M8 + Pres Pas Ind 
DUNAMAI) make the worshipper (Def. Art.+ Pres Act Ptc LATREUW) perfect (Aor Act Inf TELEIOW) in 
conscience (SUNEID8SIS = 32x; lit: a knowing (OIDA) with; that faculty by which we apprehend the will of 
God; that which is to govern our lives), 
 
C.T. =  Which is a parable for the present time.  Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered which are 
not empowered to make the worshipper perfect in conscience, 
 
Summary: 
1. The word picture that is used indicates that the way of the saints has now been disclosed.  John 14:6 
2. Many are still involved in offering sacrifices under the Mosaic system. 
3. Those gifts and sacrifices were never designed or empowered to bring about the desired results of a 

clean conscience. 
4. That should be obvious from the corruption that was well known in the Levitical priesthood. 
5. The writer is laying the theological groundwork for the saints to stop offering sacrifices.  (may have 

been some that were doing it as a memorial) 
6. Every man has a conscience, a system of right and wrong that either accuses or defends him.  Rom 

2:15 
7. The conscience can be seared by scar tissue from an ongoing violation of the standards.  1 Tim 4:1ff 
8. Submission to authorities is necessary for a good conscience.  Rom 13:5 
9. Those who are bound by legalism actually have a weak conscience, but the "stronger" Believer is 

not to cause them to stumble.  1 Cor 8 
10. What we have been set free from is not really an issue of conscience.  1 Cor 10:23-33 
11. Our conscience has a testimony.  2 Cor 1:12 
12. That testimony is the living letter presented to men.  2 Cor 3:3;4:2;5:11 
13. The goal of instruction is to be love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 1 

Tim 1:5 
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14. Fighting the good fight involves keeping faith and a good conscience.  1 Tim 1:19 
15. One of the qualifications of a deacon is to have a clear conscience about the mystery doctrines. 1 

Tim 3:9 
16. Having a clear conscience in our service to God is a basis of thanksgiving.  2 Tim 1:3 
17. The conscience may be defiled by detestable deeds.  Titus 1:10-16 
18. Our conscience helps bear undeserved suffering.  1 Pet 2:19 
19. We are commanded to keep a good conscience so that those who slander us may be put to shame.  

1 Pet 3:16 
20. The reality behind water baptism is an appeal to God for a good conscience.  1 Pet 3:21 
21. Our defiled conscience can be cleansed.  Heb 9:14; 10:22 
22. The Levitical offerings could not cleanse our conscience. 10:2 
 
Heb 9:10 = Why They Cannot Mature 
 
Since they relate only to food and drink and various washIngs (BAPTISMOS-identifications), regulations 
(DIKAIWMA = a concrete expression of righteousness; cf v1) for the body (SARX) imposed (Pres Pas Ptc 
EPIKEIMAI = setting the table) until a time of reformation (DIORTHWSIS = 1x; a making straight; correction). 
 
C.T. = Since they relate only to food and drink and various washings (baptisms), regulations for the flesh 

imposed until a time of reformation. 
 
Summary: 
1. The dietary and cleanliness codes in the Mosaic law were lacking in leading to a healthy, clean 

conscience. 
2. The focus was more on the external than the internal. 
3. But these regulations were needed and appropriate for their time frame. 
4. But God had planned a time of change. 
5. God permits man to carry on in his own futility before He intervenes to show man that he cannot do 

things alone.  (flood, s & g, et al) 
6. God makes things straight again.  (in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation) 
7. The time of reformation was the First Advent. 
 
Heb 9:11 = The Eternal Tabernacle 
 
But when Christ appeared (Aor Mid Ptc PARAGINOMAI) as a high priest of the good things (AGATHOS) to come 
(textual problem: to come vs. Have come; heavy mss evidence for both; to come has two oldest Mss; not a 
theological problem either way), He entered through the greater (MEIZONOS = comparative of megas; degree, 
intensity, rank) and more perfect tabernacle (SK8N8), not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; 
 
C.T. = But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus in hypostatic union became the high priest due to His victory on the cross. 
2. He brought in a new priesthood that brought better promises. Cf 8:6 
3. The good things to come are not spelled out but include all the blessings upon spiritual Israel in time 

and eternity. 
4. Christ serves as high priest in the heavenlies at a tabernacle not made with hands. 
5. Some Jewish Believers could easily have been concerned about not having a high priest to cover 

their sins. 
6. The writer is trying to ease their minds by letting them know that Jesus has it all covered. 
7. This true tabernacle is being in the presence of God.  Cf v24 
 
Heb 9:12 = The Price of Admission 
 
And not through the blood of goats and calves but through His own blood, He entered the Holy Place once for all, 
having obtained eternal redemption (LUTRWSIS). 
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C.T. = And not through the blood of goats and calves but through His own blood, He entered the Holy Place 
once for  all, having obtained eternal redemption. 

 
Summary: 
1. The admission price into the heavenly tabernacle was the personal blood of Jesus Christ. 
2. The blood of goats and calves did not involve a loss of a personal nature. 
3. Yet, Jesus Christ gave every part of His being to pay the price for us. 
4. Redemption means to pay the price for. 
5. It refers specifically to the work of Christ on the cross as directed toward sins.  Rev 5:9 
6. Jesus Christ is the only qualified redeemer.  Isa 53:1-9; John 8:46; 2 Cor 5:21; Heb 1:3; 4:15; 7:26-28; 

1 Pet 1:18-19 
7. Jesus Christ was a willing sacrifice.  Luke 22:42; Rom 5:19; Php 2:8 
8. The blood in the animal sacrifices portrayed this important doctrine.  Cf 9:22 
9. This payment lets him forgive our trespasses out of the richness of His grace.  Eph 1:7; Col 1:14; 1 

Pet 1:18-19 
10. The soul is redeemed in salvation.  Psa 34:22 
11. Redemption removes the condemnation of the Mosaic law.  Gal 3:13 
12. The results of redemption are: 

A. Deliverance from the curse of the law.  Gal 4:4-6 
B. Total forgiveness of sins.  Isa 44:22; Eph 1:7; Col 1:14; Heb 9:15 
C. The basis for justification.  Rom 3:24 
D. The basis for sanctification.  Eph 5:25-27 
E. The basis for eternal inheritance.  Heb 9:15 
F. The basis for Christ's victory in the Angelic Conflict.  Col 2:14-15; Heb  2:14-15 
G. The basis for the redemption of the body in resurrection.  Eph 1:14 
H. Is the basis for our sonship.  Gal 4:5 

13. Redemption is the major function of his mediatorship.  1 Tim 2:5-6 
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Hebrews 9:13-10:18 
A Better Sacrifice 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 

A. A Better Covenant (8:1-13) 
B. A Better Sanctuary (9:1-12) 
C. A Better Sacrifice (9:13-10:18) 

 
Heb 9:13 = The Old "Blood" 
 
For if (1st cl) the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling (Pres Act Ptc RHANTIDZW = 5x; to 
sprinkle) those who have been defiled (Perf Pas Ptc KOINOW = 14x; noun 13x; to make common, defile; Perf = 
lasting results; Pas = by sin), sanctify (Pres Act Ind HAGIADZW) for the cleansing of the flesh, 
 
C.T. = For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled, 

sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 
 
Summary:  
1. Goats and bulls were used in the burnt, peace, sin and trespass offerings.  Lev 1-5 
2. The ashes of the heifer were kept outside the camp and were for future transgressions.  Num 19:1-10 
3. They were symbolic of what Messiah would do for them. 
4. Thus the reality behind the symbols did cleanse their defilements. 
5. Israel made additional laws that were not authorized by God and claimed that violation of those 

"laws" defiled a man.  Mark 7:1-13 
6. Jesus though clearly pointed out that real defilement comes from within.  Mark 7:14-23 & Matt 15:15-20 
7. The "sprinkling" of Jesus' blood though is the reality.  1 Pet 1:2 
 
Heb 9:14 = The New and Better Blood 
 
How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself (Aor Act Ind PROSPHERW) 
without blemish (AMWMOS) to (the) God, cleanse (Fut Act Ind KATHARIDZW = future tense used to show the 
promise associated with compliance) your (our) conscience (SUNEID8SIS = norms and standards) from dead 
works to serve (EIS to + Pres Act Inf LATREUW = spiritually serve) the living God? 
 
C.T. = How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without 

blemish to the God, cleanse our conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
 
Summary:  
1. There is no real comparison between the blood of animals and the blood of the Lord. 
2. The blood of animals is said to have sanctified, while the blood of Christ not only sanctified but 

cleansed. 
3. The blood of animals made one ceremonially clean while the blood of Christ made one spiritually 

clean. 
4. Animals were not guided by the Holy Spirit to lay down their lives. 
5. Christ, guided by the Holy Spirit and raised by the Holy Spirit (1 Pet 3:18) became a life-giving spirit. 

1 Cor 15:45) 
6. Christ chose to lay down His life, thus a better sacrifice. 
7. While animals were not to have any physical defects, Messiah was required to not have any spiritual 

defects so as to be qualified. 
8. He had no sin nature, no imputation of Adam's original sin and no personal sin.  2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 

2:22-24 
9. Dead works are works that try and earn our own salvation. 
10. A clean conscience allows us to spiritually serve God because of what he has already done for us. 
11. We serve a living God, not a pagan idol. 
12. He wants us to stand before him without blemish.  Eph 1:4 
13. Husbands are called to lead their wife so as to present her before the Lord without blemish.  Eph 

5:27 
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14. Christ's innocence and willingness to take our place should lead us to live our life in reverence 
before him.  1 Pet 1:17-19 

15. Only Christ is able to make you stand before Him blameless.  Jude24 
16. Honesty is a clearcut characteristic of being blameless.  Rev 14:5 
 
Heb 9:15 = The Mediator 
 
And for this reason (offering Himself) he is the Mediator (MESIT8S) of a new (KAINOS) covenant (DIATH8K8), in 
order that since a death has taken place for the redemption (APOLUTRWSIS) of the transgressions (PARABASIS) 
that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called (Perf Pas Ptc KALEW) may receive (Aor 
Act Sub LAMBANW) the promise (EPAGGELIA) of the eternal inheritance. 
 
C.T. = And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that since a death has taken place 

for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who 
have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 

 
Summary:  
1. Moses as a type was the mediator of the Mosaic covenant.  Gal 3:19-20 
2. A mediator is "a man in the middle." 
3. He stood in the gap between mankind and God. 
4. He paid the debt for the sins committed under the Mosaic Covenant which was His death. 
5. Christ is the only true mediator between God and man.  1 Tim 2:5 
6. Because this debt has been paid, mankind who accepts His work is guaranteed the promises of the 

covenant(s). 
7. God is always looking of those who will stand in the gap for their nation.  Eze 22:30 
8. The only way to truly do so is to have Christ formed in you. 
 
Heb 9:16 = The Testament (Will) 
 
For where a covenant (DIATH8K8 = to place through, used not just in a sense of an agreement between two 
parties but a unilateral promise from one party to another as in a will) is, there must of necessity be the death of 
the one who made it. 
 
C.T. = For where a covenant (will) is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who made it. 
 
Summary: 
1. For a will to be executed, the one who made the will must first die. 
2. This ties us to the concept of the inheritance of verse 15. 
3. The eternal inheritance is based upon the fact that Jesus died. 
4. But what is so great is that He was resurrected in order to be executor of the will. 
 
Heb 9:17 = Death Finalizes the Will 
 
For a covenant (will) is valid (BEBAIOS) only when men are dead, for it is never in force (Pres Act Ind ISCHUW) 
while the one who made it lives. 
 
C.T. = For a covenant (will) is valid only when men are dead, for it is never in force while the one who made 

it lives. 
 
Summary:  
1. Only the death of the testator brings the will into full force. 
2. Before the death, in human terms, wills are subject to change at the discretion of the one making the 

will. 
3. The writer is making an analogy in human terms that further reinforces what he said in 6:13-20. 
 
Heb 9:18 = Death Needed for the Mosaic Covenant 
 
Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood  (Perf Pas Ind EGKAINIDZW = 2x; cf 10:20; to 
make new, to dedicate, inaugurate). 
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C.T. = Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood. 
 
Heb 9:19 = Explanation 
 
For when every commandment (ENTOL8) had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the law, he took 
the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and 
all the people, 
 
C.T. = For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the law, he 

took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled 
both the book itself and all the people, 

 
Heb 9:20 = Continued 
 
Saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which God commanded you." (Exo 24:8) 
 
C.T. =  Saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which God commanded you." 
 
Summary:  
1. The people were given the law very clearly. 
2. They entered into the law as into a contract.  Exo 24:1-8 
3. When an agreement is reached between two parties, in essence they have died to self and chosen to 

live by the agreement. (marriage vows et al) 
4. Thus the sacrifice offered portraying that fact. 
5. The blood looked at the sacrifice required for the covenant to be made. 
6. The calf was a powerful animal cut down just entering its prime. 
7. The goat showed the substitution needed as payment. 
8. The water indicated a life giving covenant. 
9. The scarlet wool was a sacrificed innocent victim. 
10. The hyssop was symbolic of the agent of purification. 
11. Since a death has taken place, the will is in effect. 
 
Heb 9:21 = More Sprinkling 
 
And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle (SK8N8) and all the vessels of the ministry (LEITOURGIA = 
priestly ministry) with the blood. 
 
C.T. = And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the 

blood. 
 
Summary:  
1. Anything that comes before God or is used in service to God must come as a result of the sacrifice. 
2. Notice again that man does not make the sacrifice in order to be saved, but accepts the sacrifice. 
 
Heb 9:22 = No Forgiveness without Blood 
 
And according to the law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood 
there is no forgiveness (OU + Pres Mid Ind GINOMAI + APHESIS). 
 
C.T. = and according to the law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without 

shedding of blood there does not exist forgiveness. 
 
 
Summary:  
1. Blood sanctified and "cleansed" the typology of the law. 
2. The importance of the sacrifice is extremely clear to those who paid attention. 
3. Without a death having occurred, man still has a major problem. 
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Heb 9:23 = Reality Requires Greater Offerings 
 
Therefore (OUN) it was necessary for the copies (HUPODEIGMA = 6x; to show under, what is shown below or 
privately, an example pattern) of the things in the heavenlies to be cleansed (Pres Pas Inf KATHARDIZW = 
ceremonially) with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 
 
C.T. = Therefore, it was necessary for the copies of the things in the heavenlies to be cleansed with these, 

but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 
 
Summary:  
1. Since without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness, the earthly tabernacle had to portray 

that fact. 
2. Many examples are given in scripture of patterns to follow. 

A. Serving one another.  John 13:15 
B. Examples of unbelief in spite of overwhelming proof.  Cf 4:1 
C. The service of the tabernacle.  Cf 8:5 
D. Examples of suffering and patience found in the prophets.  Jas 5:10 
E. The example of Sodom and Gomorrah.  2 Pet 2:6 

3. Heavenly things needed a better sacrifice as the quality far exceeds the earthly things. 
 
Heb 9:24 = The Better Place 
 
For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy (ANTITUPOS = 2x; 1 Pet 3:21; this word does 
not denote reality, it denotes a type that was better than the ones that preceded it) of the true one, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear (Aor Pas Inf EMPHANIDZW) in the presence (PROSWPOS = before the face of) of 
(the) God for us; 
 
C.T. = For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven 

itself, now to appear in the presence of the God for us. 
 
Summary:  
1. The physical, visible things of man were never the most important things to be considered. 
2. The earthly tabernacle although beautiful and grand was but a copy of the heavenly tabernacle. 
3. The earthly tabernacle was never the reality.  (just as going to church today does not necessarily 

mean that one has the reality) 
4. Christ did not live for the shadows as they all pictured Him. 
5. If Christ is formed in us neither will we function in shadows. 
6. Christ's present ministry is intercessory on our behalf.  cf 1 John 2:1-2 
 
Heb 9:25 = Another Difference 
 
Nor was it that He should offer Himself (HINA + Pres Act Sub PROSPHERW) often, as the high priest enters the 
Holy Place year by year with blood not his own. 
 
C.T. = Nor was it that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year by year 

with blood not his own. 
 
Summary:  
1. Because the high priest was not offering a truly personal sacrifice, he had to perform the ritual over 

and over again. 
2. The high priest used the blood of another. 
3. The greatness and magnitude of the personal sacrifice required that it only be done once. Cf ch10 
4. The "year by year" was on the day of atonement and portrayed that sins were "covered." 
5. When they are "taken away" they no longer need to be "covered." 
6. The greater spiritual sacrifices for the church are those that are of a truly personal nature. 
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Heb 9:26 = Logic 
 
Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often (Aor Act Inf PASCHW = the sacrifice was not without pain) 
since the foundation of the world (KATABOL8); but now once (HAPAX) at the consummation of the ages 
(SUNTELEIA + AIWNOS = 6x, all in sing. for "age" except here, sunteleia usually translated "end"; 
consummation is good translation based on the plural that follows) he has been manifested (Perf Pas Ind 
PHANEROW) to put away sin (EIS + ATHET8S + Gen HAMARTIA) by the sacrifice of Himself. 
 
C.T. = Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at 

the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
 
Summary:  
1. If His one sacrifice was insufficient to take care of sins for all time, He would have had to die often. 
2. The "foundation of the world" looks at the restoration of Genesis 1 after the fall of Satan. 
3. Thus its significance in the Angelic Conflict. 
4. The "consummation of the ages" looks at the focal point of all history as all history is tied to this 

event. 
5. At the end of the Age of Israel, the harvest will be reaped based on this event.  Matt 13:36-52 
6. There will be counterfeit “Messiahs” at the end of the Church Age and the Age of Israel.  Matt 24:3 
7. Jesus is with us until the end of the age.  Matt 28:20 
8. Sins were moved aside by Christ's personal sacrifice. 
9. Thus again we see the importance of sacrifice of self as part of being conformed to the image of 

Christ. 
 
Heb 9:27 = The Basic Principle 
 
And inasmuch as it is appointed (Pres Mid Ind APOKEIMAI = to be laid in front of, clear) for men to die once 
(HAPAX) and after this comes judgment (KRISIS), 
 
C.T. = And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, 
 
Summary:  
1. This is the normal occurrence for the vast majority of the human race, be they Believer or unbeliever. 
2. Believers will stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  2 Cor 5:10; 1 Cor 3:10-16 
3. Unbelievers will stand before the Great White Throne.  Rev 20:11-15 
 
Heb 9:28 = He's Coming Back!! 
 
So Christ also, having been offered (Aor Pas Ptc PROSPHERW) once (HAPAX) to bear (Aor Act Inf ANAPHERW) 
the sins (sg. = sin) of (the) many shall appear (Fut Pas Ind HORAW = be seen; for a good long look) a second 
time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him. (Pres Mid Ptc APEKDECHOMAI =7x; 
DECHOMAI means to accept by a deliberate and ready reception of what is offered; EK means out of; APO 
means away from; accepting His return because you are out of sin and advancing; accepting Him) 
 
C.T. = So Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sin of the many shall be seen a second time for 

salvation to those who are accepting Him. 
 
Summary:  
1. Christ died and was judged worthy.  Rev 5 
2. The Father offered the Son. 
3. Once was all that was needed. 
4. He paid the penalty for sin.  (sin of the many) 
5. The phrase "the many" looks at the magnitude of "the all."  (is not a limiting factor of all but a 

description of all) 
6. He will be visibly manifested again. 
7. Since salvation means deliverance, there are types of salvation other than our eternal salvation. 

A. Salvation from the works of the flesh.  2 Cor 1:6;7:10 
B. Deliverance from physical, emotional and soul pressure. Php 1:19 
C. The salvation of unity in the body.  Php 1:28 
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D. The return of Christ.  1 Pet 1:5 
8. In view here is Christ's return. 
9. "Eagerly awaiting His return" is without question what we should be doing. (an interpretative 

translation that gets the sense but misses the depth and could even lend credence to the partial 
rapture position) 

10. But the word APEKDECHOMAI indicates to deliberately receive because you are out from under the 
penalty of sin and are moving away from sin.  Cf Col 3:8 

11. The creation waits eagerly for the revelation of the sons of God because the sons of God have 
accepted him. Rom 8:19 

12. We accept our adoption as sons and thus groan in the sufferings we share with Christ.  Rom 8:23 
13. Accepting this involves perseverance.  Rom 8:25 
14. Accepting our Lord Jesus Christ's return is a basic truth that even the Corinthians didn't mess up.  1 

Cor 1:7 
15. Through the spirit by faith we are accepting the hope of righteousness.  Gal 5:5 
 

Hebrews 10 
Heb 10:1 = Limits of the Law 
 
For the law (HO NOMOS), since it has only a shadow (SKIA = 7x; a silhouette of the reality, lacking the infinite 
detail) of the good things (AGATHOS) to come and not the very form of things (EIKON + PRAGMA), can never by 
the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer continually (Pres Act Ind PROSPHERW), make perfect (Pres Pas 
Ind DUNAMAI =  be empowered + Aor Act Inf TELEIOW = to make mature) those who draw near (Pres Act Ptc 
PROSERCHOMAI). 
 
C.T. = For the law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, 

can never by the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer continually, be empowered to make 
mature those who draw near. 

 
Summary: 
1. Life in sin is dwelling in the shadow of the reality of death.  Matt 4:16; Luke 1:79 
2. Shadows are an attractive place to "nest."  Mark 4:32 
3. People often seek the shadows thinking that is where healing is found.  Acts5:15 
4. The shadows of the law portrayed the substance which is Christ.  Col 2:17 
5. Under the law, the need of the Messiah was made clear to take care of their sins.  Gal 3:24 
6. The law pointed to blessings that would come about for obedience to it. 
7. But the law did not of itself provide the blessings. 
8. The law had no power of its own and thus could bring no man to the desired result of maturity. 
9. The God behind the law was the only one who could do that. 
10. The fact that sacrifices had to be offered again and again portrayed the fact that the law was 

imperfect to bring about the desired result. 
 
Heb 10:2 = Why the Repetition 
 
Otherwise, would they not have ceased (Aor Mid Ind pauw) to be offered because the worshippers (Pres Act Ptc 
LATREUW), having once been cleansed (Perf Pas Ptc KATHARIDZW), would no longer have had consciousness 
(SUNEID8SIS = a conscience) of sins (HAMARTIA)? 
 
C.T. = Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered because the worshippers, having once been 

cleansed, would no longer have had a conscience of sins? 
 
Summary: 
1. If the worshippers had ever thought their cleansing to be complete, they would have stopped 

offering sacrifices. (whether theological, emotional et al) 
2. Because of the repetition required under the law they knew that their cleansing would never be 

complete via the law. 
3. This should have caused them to see a major need. 
4. In the norms and standards of their soul, they realized that their offerings were insufficient to pay off 

the debt. 
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Heb 10:3 = The Sacrifices Were Important 
 
But in those sacrifices there is a reminder (ANAMN8SIS = 4x; Luke 22:19; 1 Cor 11:24,25; always in reference to 
the Lord's Table-to do it in remembrance of me) of sins year by year. 
 
C.T. = But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. 
 
Summary: 
1. The ongoing sacrifices were constand reminders of a major problem. 
2. The sacrifices were important but not the most important thing.  Matt 23:23 principle 
 
Heb 10:4 = The Point 
 
For it is impossible (ADUNATOS = no power, impossible) for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins (Pres 
Act Inf APHAIREW = lift them up and take them away; picturesque word + HAMARTIA in sing. = sin). 
 
C.T. = For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin. 
 
Summary: 
1. No ritual ever could pay the penalty for sin. 
2. No ritual could ever take away the problem of the sin nature. 
3. No ritual could ever pay for even one sin.  
4. Neither could any group of rituals.  (plurals) 
5. The ritual lacked any inherent power to do so just as shadows lack any substance or inherent power. 
6. Those who rely on rituals to save them, which are nothing more than works, will not be saved. 
7. Neither can a ritual be a true deliverer in time.  (of going to church, reading your Bible, giving, prayer 

et al) 
8. There is but one Saviour.  1 John 4:14; Jude 25 
 
Heb 10:5 = The Plan 
 
Therefore (DIO = conclusion drawn from v4), when He comes into (Pres Mid Ptc EISERCHOMAI) the world 
(KOSMOS) He says, "Sacrifice (THUSIA) and offering (PROSPHEROS) Thou hast not desired (OUK + Aor Act Ind 
THELW), but a body Thou hast prepared (Aor Mid Ind KATARTIDZW = 13x; to furnish completely, prepare, to 
mend nets, to put together all the pieces) for Me; 
 
C.T. = Therefore, when He comes into the world He says, “Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, but 

a body You have put together for Me; 
 
Summary: 
1. These words were spoken by David in Psa 40:6.  (read Psa 40) 
2. Even in David's time it was clear (at least to David) that ritualistic adherence to God's commands was 

not what God desired. 
3. David here was a type of Christ. 
4. Christ took on human form to remove the power of the devil, which was fear of physical death.  Cf 

2:14 
5. This body was prepared so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.  1 Pet 2:24 
6. Things in which pieces are put together: 

A. Nets.  Matt 4:21 & Mark 1:19 (Evangelism) 
B. Praise to God.  Matt 21:16 
C. Conformity to the image of Christ.  Luke 6:40 
D. Personal destruction.  Rom 9:22 
E. Unity in a local church.  1 Cor 1:10;  2 Cor 13:11 
F. A broken life.  Gal 6:1 
G. The faith.  1 Thes 3:10 
H. The world.  Heb 11:3 
I. Doing God's will.  Heb 13:21 

7. Putting our life together is done by God himself. 1 Pet 5:10 
8. There was only one sacrifice that would make an eternal difference in the lives of mankind. 
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Heb 10:6 = The Rituals Were Lacking 
 
"In whole burnt offerings (HOLOKAUTWMA) and sacrifices for sin (PERI + HAMARTIA in sg) Thou hast taken no 
pleasure (OUK + Aor Act Ind  EUDOKEW = 21x; think well of; to be well pleased) 
 
C.T. = "In whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You were not well pleased, 
 
Summary: 
1. There was only one offering and sacrifice for sin in which God was well pleased.  Matt 3:17 

(baptism);12:18;17:5 (at The Transfiguration) 
2. Thus God is well pleased to save those who simply believe.  1 Cor 1:21 
3. God was not well pleased with most of the Exodus generation.  1 Cor 10:5 
4. Mature Believers are well pleased to be absent from the body and at home with the Lord.   2 Cor 5:8 
5. Mature Believers are well pleased to endure for the cause of Christ.  2 Cor 12:10 
6. God is well pleased to reveal His Son through us.  Gal 1:15 
7. It pleased God that all His fulness would dwell in Christ.  Col 1:19 
8. Believers should be well pleased to not only give others the gospel but themselves as well. 1 Thes 2:8 
9. Those who are well pleased with wickedness will be judged.  2 Thes 2:12 
10. God is not well pleased with the one who does not live by faith.  Heb 10:38 
11. We always must remember the One with whom God was totally well pleased.  2 Pet 1:17 
12. The rituals simply were inadequate to please God. 
 
Heb 10:7 = The Willing Sacrifice 
 
"Then I said, 'behold (Aor Mid Imp HORAW), I have come (Pres Act Ind H8KW = have arrived) in the roll 
(KEPHALIS = 1x; a little head; a capital of a column; the title) of the book (BIBLIOV = a little book that is 
complete) it is written (Perf Pas Ind GRAPHW) of me to do (Def. Art. + Aor Act Inf POIEW) Thy will, O (the) God.'" 
 
C.T. = "Then I said, 'Behold, I have arrived (in the title of the little book it has been written) to do Your will, O 

the God.'" 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ arrived with one purpose in mind. 
2. The book that David quotes is not the law but the book of the plan of the ages. 
3. David has "seen" what God desires. 
4. Jesus set the supreme example for us in doing God's will.  Matt 6:10 
5. Doing the Father's will is the only way into the kingdom.  Matt7:21 
6. Doing the Father's will is what establishes the Father's family.  Matt 12:50 
7. It is not the Father's will that any perish, either through lack of salvation or lack of obedience.  Matt 

18:14 
8. Even grudgingly doing His will is better than not doing it at all.  Matt 21:28-32 
9. Prayer is necessary in doing the Father's will.  Matt 26:42 
10. Self will cannot save.  John 1:13 
11. Doing God's will is spiritual nourishment.  John 4:34 
12. We must not seek our own agenda but God's.  John 5:30;6:38-40 
13. If you are willing to do His will, then you shall know what it is.  John 7:16-18 
14. God "hears" those who are doing His will.  John 9:31 
15. Also needed in understanding the will of God is presenting your body a living and holy sacrifice.  

Rom 12:1-2 
16. Not choosing to understand what the Lord's will is is foolish.  Eph 5:17 
17. Doing the will of God should come from a servant's attitude.    Eph 6:6 
18. We should pray that others be filled with the knowledge of His will.  Col 1:9;4:12 
19. God's will clearly involves our sanctification.  1 Thes 4:3 
20. It clearly involves giving thanks in all things.  1 Thes 5:18 
21. Promises are usually conditional upon doing God's will.  Heb 10:36 
22. When God "puts it together" (v5) for us, it is so that we can do His will.  Heb 13:21 
23. It is God's will to do right so as to silence the foolish.  1 Pet 2:15 
24. God's will may include suffering for doing what is right.  1 Pet 3:17;4:19 



 79

25. Do we desire to live the rest of our life for the will of God?  1 Pet 4:2 
26. Doing God's will will outlive the world.  1 John 2:17 
27. Prayer should be in accordance with His will.  1 John 5:14 
28. Our very existence is owed completely to God's will. Rev 4:11 
 
Heb 10:8 = Reiteration and Expansion 
 
After saying above, "sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hast not desired 
(OUK + Aor Act Ind THELW), nor hast Thou taken pleasure (OUDE + Aor Act Ind EUDOKEW) in them (were not 
well pleased) which are offered (Pres Pas Ind PROSPHERW) according to the law, 
 
C.T. = After saying above, "Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You 

have not desired, nor were You well pleased in them (which are offered according to the law), 
 
Summary: 
1. While the offerings were made in accordance with the law there were other parts of the law that God 

deemed more important. 
2. Specifically, the greatest commandment of Deut 6:5-7 
3. The offering of love was a true offering of self and that is what God wanted most. 
4. The offering system of the Mosaic law portrayed the love offering of Jesus Christ. 
5. Therein is the reality behind the shadow. 
 
Heb 10:9 = The Shadow is Gone 
 
Then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Thy will."  He takes away (Pres Act Ind ANAIREW) the first in order to 
establish (Aor Act Sub HIST8MI = He may stand, establish) the second. 
 
C.T. = Then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will."  He takes away the first in order to establish the 

second. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus came to offer the supreme love offering. 
2. The shadow of the ritual of the law was then removed because the substance had come. Cf Col 2:17 
3. The reason that the law was "taken away" was because it had been fulfilled in Christ.  Psa 40:7-8; 

Matt 5:17 
4. Jesus came to fulfill the basic foundation of the law which was love.  Rom 13:8,10 
5. So doing God's will was obedience out of love for him and for others. 
 
Heb 10:10 = His Will—Our Sanctification 
 
By this will (Christ's fulfillment of the Father's will) we have been sanctified (Perf Pas Ind HAGIADZW) through 
the offering (PROSPHERW) of the body (SWMA = looks at the totality of everything that is part of the body; 
flesh, blood, soul, spirit; Christ did not offer just a part of himself) of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
C.T. = By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
Summary: 
1. The "will" in view encompasses not only the Father's plan but the Son's decision to carry out the 

plan. 
2. This "will" was designed for our sanctification, but had to go through the body of Jesus Christ. 
3. Christ "placed himself before the face of" the Father. 
4. This one time offering provides the possibility of sanctification for all persons of all time frames. 
5. Of the world's "religions" this is unique.  (sanctified) 
6. Christ brought the entirety of his body as an offering. 
7. Sanctification occurs by faith in Jesus Christ.  Acts 26:18 
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Heb 10:11 = Futile Efforts in Shadows 
 
And every priest stands (Perf Act Ind HIST8MI) daily (KATA + HEM8RA) ministering (Pres Act Ptc LEITOURGEW) 
and offering (Pres Act Ptc PROSPHERW) time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins 
(OUDEPOTE + Pres Pas Ind DUNAMAI + Aor Act Inf PERIAIREW + HAMARTIA  in sg); 
 
C.T.  = And every priest stood daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which were 

never empowered to take away sin. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Levitical priests were involved in ministry. 
2. But they were never in the business of absolving one from their sins. 
3. Ministry that is not reality based is futile effort. 
 
Heb 10:12 = One Reality 
 
But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins (HUPER + gen pl) for all time (EIS to + di8nekes = 4x;7:3;10:1,12,14 = 
into the unbroken, the forever, the continuum), sat down (Aor Act Ind KATHIDZW) at the right hand of God, 
 
C.T. = But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins into the forever, sat down at the right hand of God, 
 
Summary: 
1. Only one payment for sins, anytime, anywhere was made that counted. 
2. Due to the superiority of this sacrifice, Jesus was given the highest position of honor in the universe.  

Cf Heb 1:3-6 
3. Are we still trying to pay a debt that He paid for us? 
 
Heb 10:13 = Future Judgment 
 
Waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet. 
 
C.T. =  Waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet. 
 
Summary: 
1. His work accomplished, the Lord waits for the results of His victory on the cross. 
2. In view of His incredible unique work, it would be best to not find oneself as His enemy. 
3. Specifically in view is the time of the Second Advent.  Rev 19:11ff 
4. The Lord's grace is what has kept this from happening already. 
5. He died for them and loves even them and so should we.    Matt 5:44 & Luke 6:27,35 
6. We must remember that we were once His enemies.  Rom 5:10 
7. Believers, although His brothers and sisters, can still function as though we were His enemies. 

A. Self-centered Believers.  Php 3:17-21 
B. Friends of the world.  Jas 4:4 
C. By being willful sinners.  Heb 10:26ff 

 
Heb 10:14 = Have We Got It Yet?? 
 
For by one offering He has perfected (Perf Act Ind TELEIOW) for all time (EIS to + DI8NEKES = into the forever) 
those who are sanctified (Pres Pas Ptc HAGIADZW = the ones being sanctified). 
 
C.T. = For by one offering He has perfected into the forever those who are being sanctified. 
 
Summary: 
1. Those who are sanctified are those who believe. Acts 26:18 
2. The one offering extends to those of the present day who are believing. 
3. He has made them a new creation which will enter into eternity. 
4. His offering brings others to the desired result. 
5. This is another picture of eternal security. 
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6. The sanctification has stages or phases that are actually realizations of what was accomplished at 
salvation. 

 
Heb 10:15 = The Witness 
 
And the Holy Spirit (TO PNEUMA TO HAGION = the sanctified spirit) also bears witness (Pres Act Ind 
MARTUREW = testifies) to us; for after saying, 
 
C.T. = And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 
 
Heb 10:16 = The New Covenant to Israel 
 
"This is the covenant that I will make (Fut Mid Ind DIATITH8MI) with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put 
My laws (Pres Act Ptc DIDWMI = giving) upon their heart,  and upon their mind (DIAVOIA) I will write (Fut Act Ind 
EPIGRAPHW) them," He then says, 
 
C.T. = "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws 

upon their heart, and upon their mind I will write them," He then says, 
 
Heb 10:17 = Memory Loss 
 
"And their sins (Gen Plural HAMARTIA) and their lawless deeds (Gen Plural ANOMIOS) I will remember (OU M8 + 
Fut Pas Ind MIMN8SKOMAI = emphatic double neg.) no more." 
 
C.T. = "And their sins and their lawless deeds, I will remember no more." 
 
Heb 10:18 = The Real Issue 
 
Now where there is forgiveness (APHESIS) of these things, there is no longer (OUKETI) any offering 
(PROSPHERA) for sin (Sing.) 
 
C.T. = Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Holy Spirit, who sanctified us, guarantees that the New Covenant will be fulfilled. 
2. Yet, the only way for Israel to partake of that guarantee is to go through the one offering for all time. 
3. The writer beautifully ties together the new priesthood (Ch 7), the new/better ministry (Ch 8), and the 

reality behind the shadows (Ch 9) to the New Covenant. 
4. He reminds the readers that there will come a time when people will love to obey the law (law upon 

their hearts). 
5. And a time when people will fully know all that the law entails. 
6. There will come a time when God will "forget," i.e. Not hold against them their sins. 
7. The reason is that they have been paid for. 
8. That time has come. 
9. Thus there is no longer any type of offering that even in shadow form has anything to do with sin. 
10. The old rituals are done away with.  (remember this when we get to verse 26) 
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Hebrews 10:19-25 
Experiencing God 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 

A. A Better Covenant (8:1-13) 
B. A Better Sanctuary (9:1-12) 
C. A Better Sacrifice (9:13-10:18) 
D. Exhortations (10:19-39) 

1). Experiencing God (10:19-25) 
 
Heb 10:19 = Confidence—The First Reason for the Exhortations 
 
Since therefore (OUN = conclusion drawn from the fact that the reality of the one sacrifice replaced the 
rituals), brethren, we have (Pres Act Ptc ECHW) confidence (PARR8SIA = cf3:6;4:16; word means "all speech", 
speaking openly, boldly, i.e. We can talk about it) to enter (EIS to eisodos = 5x; a way into; confidence of the 
way into) the Holy Place (gpl HAGIOS = the holy places) by the blood of Jesus, 
 
C.T. = Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence of the way into the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 
 
Summary: 
1. Because of the One sacrifice for all time and our sanctification by that sacrifice, we should have the 

confidence to act. 
2. Our confidence is not only based on the knowledge of the way into the holy places, but our 

appreciation of the one who paved the way.  Cf John 14:6 
3. The writer simply uses the name of the humanity of Christ, denoting that this confidence has to be 

based on the love offering of Jesus. 
4. This confidence involves a boldness of speech that is seasoned with the humility that comes from 

someone else paying a debt that you owed. 
5. The way into the presence of God was purchased with a great cost. 
6. We have access not only to the Table of Shewbread, the Lampstand and the Altar of Incense but also 

to the Ark of the Covenant. 
7. Have we grasped the realities behind these yet? 

A. Shewbread = Jesus sustains.  John 6:48 
B. Lampstand = jesus guides.  John 8:12 
C. Altar of Incense = Jesus hears.  Rev 8:4 
D. Ark of the Covenant = Jesus is the Promise Keeper. 

1). He fulfilled the Law.  Matt 5:17 
2). He is the Resurrection.  John 11:25 
3). He still sustains.  Col 1:20 

 
Heb 10:20 = More Reasons for This Confidence 
 
By a new (PROSPHATOS = 1x; freshly slain as in flowers freshly cut) and living (Pres Act Ptc ZAW) way 
(HODOS) which He inaugurated (Aor Act Ind EGKAINIDZW = 2x; cf9:18; to make new, dedicate, inaugurate) for 
us through the veil (KATAPETASMA = 6x; cf 6:19;9:3 and 3x in gospels for veil of the temple ripped), that is, 
His flesh, 
 
C.T. = By a new and living way which He inauguated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 
 
Summary: 
1. This "new way" was the "new" sacrifice of His flesh. 
2. But this sacrifice came back and is alive, thus the "way" is alive.  (not in dead doctrines or formulas) 
3. Christ set the example of entry into the holy places. 
4. We are the beneficiaries.  (cf the "will" of ch9) 
5. By setting the example, He gave us direction. 
6. Notice: 

A. Entering the Holy Place is confidence to act. 
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B. The blood of Jesus is the basis of our confidence. 
C. The "new way" is the result of the "new sacrifice." 
D. Since the "new way" is living this sacifice is relevent. 
E. Since He inaugurated the "new way" He is our example. 
F. As the example, He gives our life direction. 

 
Heb 10:21 =  Second Reason for the Exhortations 
 
And since (carries on thought of OUN in v19) we have a great (MEGA) priest over the house of God, 
 
C.T. = And since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
 
Summary: 
1.   The house of God is the place where relationships are formed in the body of Christ and is anywhere 

two or more Christians are present.  1 Tim 3:15-16 
2.   "Great" means that He is without equal in either the human or angelic realm.  (horizontal and vertical) 
3.   He is still in the business of spiritual service. 
4.  The following exhortations will come because of the confidence we should have in His past work and 

present ministry. 
 
Heb 10:22 = Exhortation #1 (Number 7 in the Book) 
 
Let us draw near (Pres Mid Sub PROSERCHOMAI = come to the face of) with a sincere (AL8THINOS = truthful) 
heart (KARDIA) in full assurance (PL8ROPHORIA = with a full load) of faith (PISTIS), having our hearts (KARDIA) 
sprinkled clean (Perf Pas Ptc RHANTIDZW = cf 9:13, 19,21; done with the blood of the sacrifice) from an evil 
conscience (PON8ROS + SUNEID8SIS) and our bodies washed (Perf Pas Ptc LUOW) with pure water. 
 
C.T. = Let us draw near with a sincere heart with a full load of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from 

an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
 
Summary: 
1. All three exhortations should be approached with confidence. 
2. The first exhortation involves the action of coming into the presence of the great priest in the holy 

places. 
3. The action involves a motivation of truthful emotions. 
4. It is fully realized when one has a full load of faith, namely that one trusts the great priest. 
5. We must realize at the center of our being that atonement (sprinkling) has been made, once for all.  

(Perf tense) (technically, the doctrine of expiation) 
6. We are not bound in any way, shape or form to keep the attitudes and standards of an evil 

conscience.  (PON8ROS indicates that they are attitudes that are the result of the fall of man) 
7. We must also realize that we have been washed, once for all time.  (Perf tense) cf John 13 
8. To the degree that we lack a truthful heart, we will not draw near to Jesus. 
9. To the degree that we lack faith, we will not draw near to Jesus. 
10. To the degree that we hold on to evil norms and standards we will not draw near to Jesus.  (evil 

involves not believing He paid for all of your sins) 
11. To the degree that we do not accept that He washed us, we will not draw near to Jesus. 
12. This exhortation is toward a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
Heb 10:23 = Exhortation #2 (Number 8 in the Book). 
 
Let us hold fast (Pres Act Sub KATECHW = cf 3:6,14) the confession (HOMOLOGIA = speak the same) of our 
hope (ELPIS) without wavering (AKLIN8S = 1x; to bend, recline, but not to; no laying down on the job), for He 
who promised (Aor Mid Ptc EPAGGELLW) is faithful; 
 
C.T. =  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 
 
Summary: 
1. This second exhortation is based on our confidence in the sacrifice of the great priest and is an 

action as well. 
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2. Our hope needs to become unshakeable. 
3. Confession is agreeing with God on the future. 
4. It is lived by setting our minds on the things above.  Col 3:1 
5. This exhortation is a call to ambassadorship. 
6. We can be ambassadors because the one we represent is faithful and true.  Rev 19:11 
7. Since our future is secure, we can take hold of the present for the cause of Christ. 
 
Heb 10:24 = Exhortation #3 (Number 9 in Book) 
 
And let us consider (Pres Act Sub katanoew = think based on a standard; think down; put thoughts into 
action) how to stimulate (EIS + PAROXUSMOS = 2x; Acts 15:39; to sharpen, to provoke; contend with as in 
Acts 15:39; this is a very strong word) one another to love (AGAP8) and good deeds (KALOS + ERGOS), 
 
C.T. =  And let us consider how to stimulate (agitate) one another to love and good works, 
 
Summary: 
1. This third exhortation also involves an action. 
2. It requires planning and implementation. 
3. The plans need to be designed for action. 
4. The word for stimulate is intense enough that if necessary one must "wake the dead.”  Cf 1 Thes 5 
5. The objective of the “stimulation” is twofold: 

A. Love toward one another. 
B. Inherently good works like prayer, praise and service. 

6. This exhortation is Corporate in nature. 
7. This is not just for the elected leadership of a local church. 
8. Notice the call for action for Faith, Hope and Love. 
9. This is how a church is measured.  1 Thes 1:3-5; Col 1:3-4 
10. Therefore, it is also the measure of an individual. 
 
Heb 10:25 = Areas of Stimulation 
 
Not forsaking (M8 + Pres Act Ptc EGKATALEIPW) our own assembling together (EPISUNAGWG8), as is the habit 
(ETHOS) of some, but (ALLA) encouraging one another (Pres Act Ptc PARAKALEW); and all the more, as you see 
(Pres Act Ind BLEPW) the day drawing near (Pres Act Ptc EGGIDZW). 
 
C.T. = Not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; 

and all the more, as you see the day drawing near. 
 
Summary: 
1. The "stimulation," the sharpening of one another comes about through assembling together. 
2. For relationships to develope, we have to have time with each other. 
3. Scripture does not say how often or what format the assembly must take, though it does give 

examples. 
4. Some do not see the need for the consistent assembling together of Believers. (only as it's 

convenient to their schedule.  TV has provided many good messages to those who could not go to 
church, but I feel has harmed more than it has helped) 

5. God wants Believers to get together.  (this is part of God's will for the life of any Believer) 
6. One of the main purposes for assembling is to encourage one another. 
7. As we see the day drawing near we are to encourage one another all the more.  (endurance to the 

end brings with it a crown) 
8. There is a theological disagreement (a stimulation) over whether the "day" is 70 A.D., the Rapture, or 

the Second Advent. 
9. By application, the "day" refers to the next great prophetic event that is to take place. 
10. By interpretation, the "day" refers to the time when you will have to give an account of your life.  Cf 

9:27;10:26-39;13:17 
11. By context, are we motivated to action by the cross? 

A. Draw near with faith.  Personal 
B. Hold fast our hope.  Ambassadorship. 
C. Consider how to stimulate to love.  Corporate. 
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Hebrews 10:26-31 
The Other Choice 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 

A. A Better Covenant (8:1-13) 
B. A Better Sanctuary (9:1-12) 
C. A Better Sacrifice (9:13-10:18) 
D. Exhortations (10:19-39) 

1). Experiencing God (10:19-25) 
2). The Other Choice (10:26-31) 

 
Heb 10:26 = The Fifth Warning 
 
For if we go on sinning (Pres Act Ptc HAMARTANW = missing the mark; Ptc indicates an ongoing action) 
willfully (Adv EKOUSIWS = of Manner; willfully; 2x; 1 Pet 5:2; a cognizant volitional Act) after receiving the 
knowledge (EPIGNOSIS) of the truth, there no longer (OUKETI) remains a sacrifice for sins, 
 
C.T. = For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a 

sacrifice for sins, 
 
Summary: 
1. The New Covenant, though based on grace, also has a more stringent part to it. 
2. It clearly denotes personal responsibility. 
3. No longer is there a ritual sacrifice that one can offer and think that God is satisfied.  Cf v18 

A. This is not saying that one can or has lost his salvation. 
B. Nor that Christ's sacrifice no longer counts for you. 

4. In view is a Believer who has experienced a degree of growth as a Christian. 
5. Also in view are the three exhortations just mentioned. 
6. So the willful sinning involves rejection of the three exhortations. 
7. This fifth of seven warnings is part of a sequence of departure from God. 

A. Drift off course.  2:1 
B. Fall.  3:12 
C. Choose to stay away.  4:11 
D. Becoming complacent.  6:1 

8. This warning is to those who choose to actively remain in a sinful lifestyle. 
9. Also, part of this sinful lifestyle, by context, involves ritualistically approaching God with no reality in 

one's life.  (prayer, Bible study et al) 
 
Heb 10:27 = This is Dangerous Ground 
 
But a certain terrifying (PHOBERA) expectation (EKDOCH8 = 1x; a receiving from, expectation; out of 
righteousness and justice) of judgment (KRISIS), and the fury (ZELOS) of the fire which will consume the 
adversaries. 
 
C.T. = But a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of the fire which will consume the 

adversaries. 
 
Summary: 
1. When one chooses to walk outside His plan, there is inherently a fear that goes with it. 
2. No longer is there a ritual available that could really cloud the issue. 
3. When one chooses to walk outside His love, the other option is to fall under His righteousness.  Gal 

5:4 
4. One knows that the "hammer will fall," just not when.  (many try and play games with God and just 

want Him to tap them a little bit-He has already been tapping) 
5. Thus, there is no real peace-of-mind. 
6. For the Believer, as a disobedient child, one knows that discipline will occur. 
7. This discipline can be quite intense. 
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8. Yet, it comes from His love for us.  Cf 12:5-6 
 
Heb 10:28 = Want to Try His Righteousness? 
 
Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
 
C.T. = Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three 

witnesses. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Mosaic law clearly revealed God's standards. 
2. Even a ritual sacrifice could not allay the death penalty. 
 
Heb 10:29 = The Question! 
 
How much severer punishment (CHEIRWN = comparative degree of KAKOS; severe, sore; + TIMWRIA = 1x; 
from word that means value; give weight to; to "help" by redressing injuries; avenge; good translation) do 
you think (Pres Act Ind DOKEW) he will deserve (Fut Pas Ind AXIOW = be worthy of, deserve) who has trampled 
underfoot (Aor Act Ptc KATAPATEW) the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean (Aor Pas Ind HEGEOMAI + 
KOINON = common, profane) the blood of the covenant by which He was sanctified (Aor Pas Ind HAGIADZW), 
and has insulted (Aor Act Ptc ENUBRIDZW = 1x; to insult, prep is intensive) the spirit of (the) grace? 
 
C.T. = How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve, who has trampled underfoot the Son of 

God, and has regarded as common the blood of the covenant by which He was sanctified, and has 
insulted the spirit of grace? 

 
Summary: 
1. The writer asks a very important and very pointed question. 
2. The question is:  What does one like this deserve?  (not what will he get) 
3. Three specific things are mentioned here that willful sinning does: 

A. Tramples under foot the son of God. 
B. Regards  Christ's sacrifice as of no value. 
C. Insults the Holy Spirit. 

4. Willful sinning insults the Trinity. 
5. Willful sinning has no appreciation for the Son of God, thus trampling Him under foot. 
6. Willful sinning is a clearcut function of selfishness.  (violated covenant which is an agreement between 

two parties; we want and expect God to keep His word, but have no such expectations about ourselves;  our 
sanctification is viewed as nothing special; no intent to work it into our life) 

7. Willful sinning slaps the Holy Spirit in the face. 
8. It is a selfish and abusive attitude.  (notice that the writer is not just trying to get people to leave the rituals 

behind but the attitudes that went with them as well) 
9. We can thank God and will forever thank God that we do not get what we deserve.  Rom 8:1   (the only 

reason is because Christ got what we deserved.  Advice:  Don't pray that God will give you what you 
deserve!) 

 
Heb 10:30 = Application to Believers 
 
For we know Him (OIDA) who said, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay." and again, "The Lord will judge His people." 
 
C.T. = For we know Him who said, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay."  and again, "The Lord will judge His 

people." 
 
Heb 10:31 = Want to Know Real Terror? 
 
It is a terrifying (PHOBERON) thing to fall into (Aor Act Inf EMPIPTW) the hands of the living (Pres Act Ptc ZAW) 
God. 
 
C.T. = It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
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Summary: 
1. To willfully choose against God is dangerous ground for anyone, be they Believer or unbeliever. 
2. The principle of sowing and reaping is for all. 
3. In a sense, even Believers can fall under an eternal discipline for choosing against God.  1 John 2:28 

et al 
4. We will all stand before Him.  2 Cor 5:10 
5. Hopefully, this will produce a healthy fear in us.  2 Cor 5:11 
6. Without faith, terror takes over.  (willfully choosing to sin against God is not walking by faith) 
7. It can take over even in a Believer. 
8. Without realizing it they can fall into the most secure place to be.  John 10:27-29 
9. For an unbeliever, this terror will be beyond description.  cf Php 2:10; Rom 14:11 
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Hebrews 10:32-39 
The Solution 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 

A. A Better Covenant (8:1-13) 
B. A Better Sanctuary (9:1-12) 
C. A Better Sacrifice (9:13-10:18) 
D. Exhortations (10:19-39) 

1). Experiencing God (10:19-25) 
2). The Other Choice (10:26-31) 
3). The Solution (10:32-39) 

 
Heb 10:32 = Remember Past Victories 
 
But remember (Pres Mid Imp ANAMIMN8SKW = 6x; noun4x; ANAMN8SIS; 3x of the Lord’s Table; 4th in 10:3; 
to remember again or upward, call to one's mind) the former days, when, after being enlightened (Aor Pas Ptc 
PHWTIDZW), you endured (Aor Act Ind HUPOMENW = patience to circumstances) a great conflict (POLUS = 
much, many, great + ATHLESIS = 1x; verb ATHLEW 1x; 2 Tim 2:5; an athletic contest, fight) of sufferings, 
 
C.T. = But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of 

sufferings, 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer begins the solution to the problem of willful sinning in the life of the Believer who has 

once been “enlightened."  (cf 6:4 = must be interpreted in view of these verses) 
2. Recovery from the terror of falling into the hands of the living God as a Believer begins with 

remembering past victories. 
3. It involves times of testing in which the tests were passed. 
4. The individual had become spiritually mature. Jas 1:2-4 
5. He was patient toward circumstances that involved personal pain. 
6. The writer is dealing in specifics for that generation, but the principle here is remembering God 

bringing one through tough circumstances. 
 
Heb 10:33 = Remember Past Disgraces 
 
Partly, by being made a public spectable (Pres Mid Ptc THEATRIDZW = 1x; placed for public viewing) through 
reproaches (ONEIDISMOS = 5x; 3x in Hebrews; 11:26; 13:13; verb in Jas 1:5, a reproach, disgrace, rebuke, 
defamation, revile) and tribulations (THLIPSIS  = pressures), and partly by becoming sharers (KOINWNOS) with 
those who were so treated. 
 
C.T. = Partly, by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by 

becoming sharers with those who were so treated. 
 
Summary: 
1. Part of what was endured in the sufferings was a public humiliation. 
2. Reproaches and pressures whether deserved or undeserved are signed to break the Believer and 

build character.  1 Pet 4:12-19; Psa 51:17;69:20 
3. Paul went through this.  1 Cor 4:9; Php 4:14 
4. Many Believers faced this kind of pressure from their own countrymen.  1 Thes 2:14 
5. The second part of the solution is to remember the humbling process and others who were with you. 
 
 
Heb 10:34 = Other Memories 
 
For you showed sympathy (Aor Act Ind SUMPATHEW) to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your 
property, knowing (Pres Act Ptc GINWSKW) that you have for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one. 
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C.T. = For you showed sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, 
knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one. 

 
Summary: 
1. Another memory that jogs the willful sinner is the memory of compassion for others. 
2. And the perspective that one had about physical possessions. 
3. This Believer at one time "drew near to God" by faith. 
4. He held fast the confession of his hope.  (but it wavered) 
5. He was displaying love and good deeds. 
6. This Believer cared more about people than things. 
7. In view is a ministry for reaching those who once were drawing near to God and then moved away. 

A. Remember the pressures of growth.  10:32 
B. Remember the humbling process. 10:33 
C. Remember the friends along the way.  10:33 
D. Remember the compassion for others.  10:34 
E. Remember the perspective on life.  10:34 
F. Remember the promises of God.  10:34 

 
Heb 10:35 = Hang On 
 
Therefore (OUN = conclusion drawn from memories), do not throw away (M8 + Aor Act Sub apoballw) your 
confidence (PARR8SIA = boldness of speech; confidence), which has a great reward (MEGAL8 + 
MISTHAPODOSIA). 
 
C.T. = Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 
 
Summary: 
1.   The writer asks why one should go through all the pressure necessary for growth to occur and then 

throw it away. 
2.   The building of confidence is a process so why start all over again? 
3.   Confidence is a faith that is strong enough to speak. 
4.   The reward for this type of faith is large. Cf Heb 11 
5.   When recovering from willful sin, the compassion and perspective will be restored. 
6.   As well as the confidence to speak in testimony to how God has worked in your life. 
 
Heb 10:36 = The Need 
 
For you have need (Pres Act Ind ECHW + CHREIA = a lack, need) of endurance (HUPOMON8 = patience toward 
circumstances), so that when you have done (Aor Act Ptc POIEW) the will of God (THEL8MA), you may receive 
(Aor Mid Sub KOMIDZW = 11x;3x in Heb; 11:19,39; to bear for oneself, carry; used for giving or receiving 
what is due) what was promised (lit: the promise; the one that goes with doing the requirements). 
 
C.T. = For you have need of patience toward circumstances, so that when you have done the will of God, 

you may receive the promise. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus Christ set the example for us in this.  Cf 10:7 
2. Two requirements for being partakers of God's promises are given: 

A. Patience/endurance. 
B. Doing the will of God. 

3. The degree of partaking is based on the degree of patience and obedience. 
4. By context, it involves the degree of faith, hope and love. 
5. Part of the healing process for those who have moved into willful sin and are turning from that is 

encouragement to patience and actively doing God's will.  Jas 1:2-4,22,25 cf Heb 10:25 
6. The word promise is used in the singular to denote the individual and personal nature of promises 

that are given for specific actions. 
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Heb 10:37 = Relating Life to Eternity 
 
For yet in a very little while, He who is coming (Def. Art.+ Pres Mid Ptc ERCHOMAI) will come (Fut Act Ind H8KW 
= will arrive), and will not delay (OU+Fut Act Ind CHRONIDZW). 
 
C.T. = For yet in a very little while, He who is coming will arrive, and will not delay. 
 
Summary: 
1.   The writer quotes Habakkuk 2:3-4, with a few minor but significant changes. 
2.   The coming One has come and will come again.  Matt 11:3; Rev 22:20 
3.   Those in the Church Age need to realize the timeliness of the return of Christ. 
4.   In contrast to eternity, no amount of time is considered long by God (though man may think it quite 

long). 
5.   We are but a vapor.  Jas 4:13-17 
6.   Every Believer of the Church Age was to be ready to stand before the Lord at any time.  (did not 

mean his return was necessarily imminent) 
7.   The reason is that the next heartbeat could be one's last. Then death.  Then stand before him.  (in a 

sense the rapture is always as near for an individual as their next heartbeat) 
8.   A major part of recovery and healing is again getting ready for this event. 
9.   This is relating your present life to eternity and is the first part of "doing the will of God." (in 10:36) 
 
Heb 10:38 = The Second Part of "Doing the Will of God" 
 
But My righteous one (DIKAIOS) shall live (Fut Mid Ind ZAW) by faith; (EK + PISTIS) and if he shrinks back (EAN + 
Aor Mid Sub HUPOSTELLW = 4x; Acts 20:20,27; Gal 2:12; to isolate, hold back), My soul has no pleasure (OU+ 
Pres Act Ind EUDOKEW = think well) in him. 
 
C.T. = But My righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him. 
 
Summary: 
1.   "Doing God's will" is obviously righteous activity and is directly tied to faith.  Cf ch11 
2.   A result then of faith, hope and love is experiential righteousness. 
3.   The one involved in willful sinning stopped living by these standards. 
4.   God does not desire us to hold back in our faith, but to give our all.  Mark 12:29-31; what Christ did 

for us. 
5.   We are not to shrink back from communicating the important things of the Word, nor any of the 

Word.  Acts 20:20,27 
6.   We are not to withdraw and isolate from other Believers.  Gal 2:12 
7.   If we do, God is not pleased. 
 
Heb 10:39 = Where Are We? 
 
But we are not of those who shrink back (HUPOSTOL8 = 1x; noun form of verb just used) to destruction 
(APWLEIA = ruination), but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul (PERIPOI8SIS = to do around cf 
POIEW = doing the will of God;5x; encapsulate, protect) 
 
C.T. = But we are not of those who shrink back to ruination, but of those who have faith to the protection of 

the soul. 
 
Summary: 
1.   Holding back from God can easily lead to the ruination of a Believer.  (drifted off course) 
2.   Total faith encapsulates and protects the soul. 
3.   At salvation with a little faith, the soul is protected for eternity. 
4.   As faith grows, we are protected in time from ruination of the soul. 
5.   If faith stops, ruination begins. 
6.   Can we make the statement that the writer(s) did? 
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Hebrews 11:1-40 
Examples of Past Heroes of the Faith 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 
3. Final Plea for Persevering Faith (11:1-12:29) 

A. Examples of Past Heroes of the Faith (11:1-40) 
 

Hebrews 11 
Introduction: 
1. A small synopsis is given of ten of the great Believers of the Old Testament. 
2. Another 7 are mentioned, but the writer says there is not enough time to go into them or others. 
3. He also includes the prophets. 
4. The word "faith" is used 24 times in this chapter. 
5. The verb is used once in 11:6. 
6. The adjective is used once in 11:11. 
7. In this chapter we will see characteristics of faith. 
 
Heb 11:1 = The Definition of Faith 
 
Now faith (PISTIS) is (Pres Act Ind EIMI) the assurance (HUPOSTASIS = 5x; a standing under; Cf 1:3 
(nature);3:14 (assurance); 2 Cor 9:4; 11:17 (confidence); a confidence that is unswerving and is based on 
that fact that we are created in his image) of things hoped for (Pres Pas Ptc ELPIDZW = 31x; a favorable and 
confident expectation; notice that faith and hope are closely related in that both involve trust), the conviction 
(ELEGCHOS = 2x; 2 Tim 3:16 where translated "reproof"; verb17x; reprove; convict John 16:8; convince; cf 
Heb 12:5; most frequently used of pointing out faults; 2 Tim 4:2; a strong persuasion of belief) of things 
(PRAGMA = realities) not seen (OU + Pres Pas Ptc BLEPW). 
 
C.T. = Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of realities not seen. 
 
Summary: 
1. Faith involves believing in a set of facts. 
2. So it inherently involves a knowledge. 
3. Yet, Biblical faith is not based on what is seen. 2 Cor 5:7 
4. Faith is how we draw near to God.  Cf10:22 
5. Faith is a confidence that comes from trusting the One who created us in His image.  (HUPOSTASIS) 
6. Faith acts in the present based on a confident expectation in the future.  (we will see this clearly in 

our list of heroes) 
7. "Conviction" means that we have been persuaded.  (Faith does not occur in a void; but is based on 

facts) 
8. To the degree that we are convicted of sin (John 16:8), we can have a strength of belief.  (believing 

that sin was paid for) 
9. Faith believes the realities that God has revealed but not necessarily displayed. 
10. Without faith there is no hope and no spiritual love. 
11. Faith lets you really live life.  (if a man believes and knows God, he can no longer ask "what is the 

meaning of life?" but by believing he actually lives the meaning of his life-Karl Barth) 
 
Heb 11:2 = Old Witnesses 
 
For by it (faith) the men of old (HO PRESBUTEROS = the elders) gained approval (Aor Pas Ind MARTUREW = 
have been witnessed) 
 
C.T. = For by it the elders have been witnessed. 
 
Summary: 
1. Mature Believers have been identified by their faith for centuries. 
2. They have been a testimony to those who have followed. 
3. They stand as witnesses in the Angelic Conflict. 
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Heb 11:3 = Basic Faith 
 
By faith (dat PISTIS) we understand (Pres Act Ind noew = to perceive with the mind; understand) that the worlds 
(Def. Art.+ AIWN = ages; denotes a period of indefinite time; "world" is not a good trans.) were prepared (Perf 
Pas Inf KATARTIDZW) by the Word (RH8MA) of God, so that what is seen (Perf Pas Inf BLEPW) was not made 
(M8 + Perf Inf GINOMAI) out of things which are visible (Pres Pas Ptc PHAINW). 
 
C.T. = By faith we understand that the ages were prepared by the Word of God, so that what is seen was 

not made out of things which are visible. 
 
Summary: 
1. There are some things which we realize that God made and accept by faith, even though we were not 

present. 
2. There are also some things, like time frames, which we can see but did not make. 
3. The word for ages denotes that which characterizes a particular time frame. 
4. Thus, it includes the very beginning of the universe. 
5. We see the effect of the Creator but were not there when He made it.  Rom 1:20 
6. Faith reasons back to the ultimate cause of the creation which must be a creator.  2 Pet 3:5 
7. God created the heavens and the earth EX NIHILO-out of nothing.  Gen 1:1 cf Isa 45:18 
8. God spoke and created the heavens and the earth.  Rom 4:17; Isa 48:13 
9. Believing in the source of our existence is a function of faith. 
10. This is the foundation of faith. 
11. There is a God and you are not Him.  
12. God made the world, we didn’t. 
13. God has the power to and we don’t. 
14. Faith begins with merit in the object of the faith. 
 
Heb 11:4 = Sacrificial Faith—Abel 
 
To God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony (Aor Pas Ind MARTUREW = he was 
witnessed) that he was righteous (Pres Act Inf EIMI = to be + DIKAIOS = Righteous),  God testifying about his 
gifts (lit: testifying concerning his gifts of the God), and through faith ("it" = the faith), though he is dead, he still 
speaks (Pres Act Ind LALEW). 
 
C.T. = By faith Abel carried to the face of God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he was witnessed 

to be righteous, testifying concerning his gifts of the God, and through faith, though he is dead, he 
still speaks. 

 
Summary: 
1. The first faith hero that is mentioned is the second son of Adam and Eve.  Gen 4 
2. Abel brought to God a sacrifice that was after the pattern that God Himself had established with his 

parents.  Cf 3:21 
3. Abel brought the sacrifice out of thanksgiving for his salvation.  (witnessed to be righteous) 
4. Abel's sacrifice therefore testified of his faith in God and God's gifts to him.  (testifying re:gifts) 
5. Cain's sacrifice on the other hand involved no cost as it related to life, thus his offering was affected 

by covetousness.  Cf 2 Cor 9:5 
6. This really was a clearcut case of the difference between true sacrifice and selfishness. 
7. Cain through lack of faith had forfeited the rights of the firstborn, but God offered him a chance to 

regain them.  Gen 4:7 
8. Abel though became the first man to be slain for his faith that came through the selfishness of his 

brother. (killed him for the rights rather than repent) 
9. The faith of one can impact many. 
 
Heb 11:5 = Pleasing Faith—Enoch 
 
By faith Enoch was taken up (Aor Pas Ind METATITH8MI = 6x;2x in this verse; cf 7:12; to transpose, transfer 
from one place to another change) so that he should not see death; and he was not found (OUK + IPF Pas Ind 
EURISKW) because (DIOTI) God took him up (Aor Act Ind METATITH8MI = changed him); for he obtained the 
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witness (Perf Pas Ind MARTUREW) that before his being taken up (METATHESIS = change) he was pleasing to 
God (Perf Act Inf EUARESTEW = 3x;11:5,6; 13:16; noun EUARESTOS = 9x). 
 
C.T. = By faith Enoch was changed so that he should not see death; and he was not found because God 

changed him; for he obtained the witness that before his being changed he was pleasing to God. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is an important precedent for those who may go to Heaven in the Rapture and is an exception to 

Hebrews 9:27. 
2. Because of the imputation of righteousness, God can choose to set aside physical death for an 

individual. 
3. This is a picture of setting aside spiritual death.  John 8:51 
4. Enoch's body was changed as a type for the Rapture. Cf 1 Cor 15:50-58 
5. People evidently looked everywhere for him. 
6. Enoch was pursued because people hated his message.  Jude 14:16 
7. He spoke a message of judgment to a generation who did not want to hear it. 
8. Enoch got this privilege because he pleased God.  (some use his example to prove a partial rapture 

because obviously not all Believers please God.  The real question is not whether or not it is a partial 
rapture, but whether you would be qualified if it was) 

9. Pleasing God: 
A. Has to be done by faith.  Cf 11:6 
B. It includes a sacrifice of praise, doing good and sharing.  Cf 13:15-16 
C. It involves presenting yourself to God as a holy sacrifice. Rom 12:1 
D. It involves studying His word to determine what is well-pleasing to Him.  Rom 12:2; Eph 5:10 
E. It has a be a burning desire.  2 Cor 5:9 
F. It involves using your material possessions to further the kingdom.  Php 4:18 
G. It involves obedience.  Col 3:20; Titus 2:9 
H. Most of all it includes letting Christ work through us.  Heb 13:21 

 
Heb 11:6 = The Importance of Faith 
 
And without faith (CHWRIS + PISTIS) it is impossible (ADUNATOS = there is no inherent power) to please Him 
(Aor Act Inf EUARESTEW), for (GAR) he who comes to God (Pres Act Ind DEI + Pres Act Ptc PROSERCHOMAI 
= it is obligated to the one who comes to God) must believe (Aor Act Inf PISTEUW = to believe) that He is (Pres 
Act Ind EIMI), and that He is (Pres Act Ind GINOMAI = he becomes) a rewarder (MISTHAPODOT8S = 1x; one 
who pays wages; employer) of those who seek Him (Pres Act Ptc EKZETEW = 7x; seek out of; i.e. the sphere 
of no faith) 
 
C.T. = And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for it is obligated to the one who comes to God to 

believe that He is, and that He becomes an employer of those who seek Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. If you do not trust Him, you cannot please Him.  (Cain) 
2. There is no inherent power in man to please God other than faith. 
3. If you desire to come to God you must believe that He is personal (EIMI is the verb of being) 
4. You must also believe that He will put you into service in His plan.  (question is not really "what is 

God's plan for my life?" but "how can my life fit into God's plan?") 
5. God as the "employer" is not a new concept.  Cf Col 3:23  (a real tendency to focus on the wages 

instead of on the one who pays the wages) 
6. The prophets told of God's desire that all men seek Him. Acts 15:17; 1 Tim 2:4 
7. Yet no man seeks Him all the time.  Rom 3:11 
8. We must be careful to make the distinction between seeking God and seeking the blessings that He 

gives.  Heb 12:17 
9. Seeking Him involves studying His word.  1 Pet 1:10 
10. Seek Him and you will find Him.  Matt 7:7 
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Heb 11:7 = Reverent Faith—Noah 
 
By faith Noah, being warned by God (Aor Pas Ptc CHREMATIDZW = 9x; word means to transact business, then 
to give advice in a legal sense then a response to those consulting an oracle; then an admonition; Cf 
8:5;12:25; God did some business with Noah and warned of the consequences) about things not yet seen 
(Pres Pas Ptc BLEPW + M8DEPW = i.e. Rain), in reverence (Aor Pas Ptc EULABEOMAI = 2x; Acts 23:10; 
EULABEIA, noun, 2x; Heb 5:7;12:28; EULAB8S = 3x; devout; means to be moved with the reverence of a holy 
fear) prepared (Aor Act Ind KARASKEUADZW = equip, esp. for battle) an ark for the salvation (SWTERIA) of his 
household, by which (reverent preparation) he condemned (Aor Act Ind KATAKRINW) the world, and became 
(Aor Act Ind GINOMAI) an heir of the righteousness (DIKAIOSUN8) which is according to faith. 
 
C.T. = By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the 

salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the 
righteousness which is according to faith. 

 
Summary: 
1. Noah acted on things that had not yet been seen in a physical sense-namely rain.  Gen 2:6 
2. The rain would be used for the judgment which was a major part of Enoch's message. 
3. Noah is a beautiful picture of the definition of faith given in v1. 
4. Noah's faith was an outgrowth of his reverence for God. 
5. This was in stark contrast to his generation.  Gen 6:5-9 
6. Being forewarned is being forearmed when it is guided by trust in what God says will happen. 
7. Noah's faith was the source of deliverance for his family. 
8. Noah's faith was the "nail in the coffin" for the ante-deluvian civilization. 
9. Noah received an inheritance from God for acting righteously because of his faith.  (all he owned 

before the flood was destroyed) 
10. When it is time for judgment to fall, each person is accountable for his own righteousness.  Eze 

14:12-20 
11. Noah stood against public opinion.  The last generation will face the same test.  Matt 24:37-38 & Luke 

17:26-27 
12. Noah not only lived a righteous life by faith, but proclaimed the righteous life by faith.  2 Pet 2:5 
13. Noah's ark became a beautiful picture of salvation for generations to come.  1 Pet 3:20-21 
14. Will we pass the "faith" test for our generation? 
 
Heb 11:8 = Faith that Responds to the Call—Abraham (4) 
 
By faith (knowledge believed) Abraham, when he was called (Pres Pas Ptc KALEW = being called; construction 
indicates an immediate response), obeyed (Aor Act Ind HUPAKOUW = heard under, obey) by going out (Aor 
Act Inf EXERCHOMAI) to a place (EIS TOPOS) which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not 
knowing (M8 + Pres Pas Ptc EPISTAMAI = to know of, understand; to stand upon) where he was going. 
 
C.T. = By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an 

inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. 
 
Summary: 
1. A part of Abraham's greatness was his immediate response to God's call. 
2. He viewed God's call as a personal command. 
3. Notice the action that accompanied his faith as well. 
4. Abraham's action was based on hope of receiving something greater. 
5. God did not give Abraham a map of where he was going. 
6. But Abraham took the first step of faith. 
7. Are we as receptive to God's call for us? 
 
Heb 11:9 = Faith in a Hostile Land 
 
By faith (trusting God) he lived as an alien (Aor Act Ind PAROIKEW = 2x; Luke 24:18; PAROIKIA = 2x; Acts 
13:17; 1 Pet 1:17; PAROIKOS = 4x; Acts 7:6,29; Eph 2:19; 1 Pet 2:11; our word to "dwell beside" sojourn; 
lived as a sojourner) in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents (Aor Act Ptc KATOIKEW) with 
Isaac and Jacob, fellow-heirs of the same promise; 
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C.T. = By faith he lived as a sojourner in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with 

Isaac and Jacob, fellow-heirs of the same promise; 
 
Summary: 
1. During his time in Canaan, Abraham's trust in God grew.  (went in at age 75) 
2. Twenty-five years after he arrived, Isaac was born. (Cf 10:36) 
3. Abraham was 160 years old when his grandson Jacob was born (he lived 15 years after that). 
4. Abraham’s faith grew as he lived in a hostile environment. 
5. Notice that in spite of his great wealth in cattle and livestock, he still lived in tents.  (Houses were in 

existence but he stayed ready to move) 
6. He viewed himself as just passing through this life.  Jas 4:14 
 
Heb 11:10 = Faith Looks for the Best 
 
For he was looking (IPF Mid Ind EKDECHOMAI = to take or receive from; expect, await; not visual but 
spiritual) for the city which has foundations (THEMELION), whose architect (TECHNIT8S = 4x; Acts 19:24,38; Rev 
18:22 craftsmen; brings out the artistic side of creation; designer) and builder (D8MIOURGOS = 1x; one who 
works for the people whose work stands before the public gaze; refers to the structure) is (the) God. 
 
C.T. = For he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose designer and builder is the God. 
 
Summary: 
1. Faith saw this world's structures as inferior to what God has designed. 
2. Faith looks for the best and that comes from God. 
3. Abraham had the theology of the New Jerusalem. 
4. Its design and structure would far exceed anything that man could design and build. 
5. Therefore, he viewed himself as just passing through, waiting for God to bring his best. 
6. Jesus went to "work" on his father's house.  John 14:1-3 
7. What Abraham "looked for," so are we. 
8. Is our attitude close to Abraham's? 
 
Heb 11:11 = Faith Faces the "Impossible"—Sarah (5) 
 
By faith even Sarah (princess) herself received ability (DUNAMIS) to conceive (KATABOL8 + SPERMATOS = a 
foundation of sperm; this word looks at the designed order of the foundation), even beyond the proper time of 
life, since she considered (Aor Mid Ind HEGEOMAI = to add up the facts and decide) Him faithful (PISTOS = 
faithful; believable) who had promised. 
 
C.T. = By faith even Sarah herself received ability for a foundation of sperm, even beyond the proper time 

of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised. 
 
Summary: 
1. Faith is not limited to men.  ("even" is not a put-down) 
2. Neither is being a hero of the faith. Cf v31 
3. Faith trusts the One who promised even in spite of one's physical circumstances.  (90 yrs old) 
4. God likes impossible situations.  (true test of trust) 
5. Sarah added up the facts about God and decided that He was trustworthy. 
6. Do we realize that God is not bound by our circumstances? 
 
Heb 11:12 = Faith Is Blessed by God 
 
Therefore (DIO = conclusion, based on her faith), also, there was born of one man, and him as good as dead at 
that (Perf Pas Ptc NEKROW), as many descendants as the stars of heaven in number, and innumerable as the 
sand which is by the seashore. 
 
C.T. = Therefore, also, there was born of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as many descendants 

as the stars of heaven in number, and innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 
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Summary: 
1. Sarah's faith played a definite role in the making of the Abrahamic Covenant. 
2. Your faith can greatly bless others. 
3. We are blessed by Sarah's faith. 
4. We are blessed by Abraham's faith. 
5. God blessed their faith in time. 
6. But the real blessings were yet to come and that is where their faith really shined. 
7. Do we believe that God will bless us eternally for our faith? 
 
Heb 11:13 = Total Trust 
 
All these died in faith, without receiving the promises (M8 + Aor Pas Ptc KOMIDZW = 12x; Cf 10:36; to bear for 
yourself; carry; used for receiving what is due), but having seen them (Aor Act Ptc HORAW) and having 
welcomed (Aor Act Ptc ASPADZOMAI) them from a distance, and having confessed (Aor Act Ptc HOMOLOGEW) 
that they were strangers (XENOS) and exiles (PAREPID8MOS = 3x; 1 Pet 1:1;2:11; living in a strange place 
away from one's own people; heaven is home) on the earth. 
 
C.T. = All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having saluted 

them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 
 
Summary: 
1. All these include Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah. 
2. If a person is only focused on the "now" they could think that God had lied. 
3. Yet faith goes far beyond the "now" into eternity. 
4. These Believers did not receive their all their rewards in time. 
5. Yet, they did not build a bitterness or resentment toward God.  Cf 12:15 
6. Their faith was manifested in three ways: 

A. They perceived what God was going to give them. 
B. They saluted what God was going to do. 
C. They realized that they were just passing through. 

7. The invested in the "now" for eternal returns.  (real perspective on "sowing and reaping.") 
8. Do we view our life in this way? 
 
Heb 11:14 = They Seek the Best 
 
For those who say such things make it clear (Pres Act Ind EMPHANIDZW = manifesting in midst of others) that 
they are seeking (Pres Act Ind EPIZETEW = 14x; to seek upon seeking; eagerly seek) a country (PATRIS) of 
their own. 
 
C.T. = For those who say such things make it clear that they are eagerly seeking a country of their own. 
 
Summary: 
1. Those who agree with God that they are but strangers and exiles on this earth, manifest that they are 

seeking the best. 
2. In view is the witness of these Believers to others. 
3. Food, shelter and clothing are things that the "Gentiles" eagerly seek.  Matt 6:32 
4. A characteristic of an evil and adulterous generation is one that always seeks after a sign-something 

visible that does not require faith.  Matt 12:39 &16:4 
5. We should eagerly seek God's word.  Acts 13:7 
6. We should eagerly seek fruit to abound for others as well as for ourself.  Php 4:17 
7. Are we seeking the city in God’s country?  Cf 13:14 
 
Heb 11:15 = They Didn’t Look Back 
 
And indeed if they had been thinking (IPF MN8MONEUW = remembering) that country from which they went out, 
they would have had opportunity to return (Aor Act Inf ANAKAMPTW = 4x; to turn or bend back). 
 
C.T. = And indeed if they had been remembering that country from which they went out, they would have 

had opportunity to return. 
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Summary: 
1. All these individuals could have again become short-sighted and focused on the here and now.  Cf 2 

Pet 1:9 
2. Lot's wife looked back. 
3. The Exodus Generation wanted to go back. 
4. Israel many times turned their back on God. 
5. If one stops walking by faith and starts walking by sight the "good ole days" will start calling. 
6. The faith walk is step-by-step toward the destination which is heaven. 
7. God does not force anyone to live a life of faith.  (not even these great Believers) 
 
Heb 11:16 = Seek the Best 
 
But as it is, they desire (Pres Act Ind OREGW = 3x; 1 Tim 3:1;6:10; to reach or stretch out as in crossing the 
finish line) a better country, that is a heavenly one.  Therefore (DIO) God is not ashamed (OUK + Pres Act Ind 
EPAISCHUNW) to be called (Pres Pas Inf EPIKALEW) their God; for He has prepared (Aor Act Ind 
HETOIMADZW) a city for them. 
 
C.T.  But as it is, they stretch out for a better country that is a heavenly one.  Therefore, God is not 

ashamed to be called their God;  for He has prepared a city for them. 
 
Summary: 
1. A characteristic of great Believers is that they run the race to win.  1 Cor 9:24-27 
2. Their life is stretched by faith that has a heavenly focus. 
3. God is not ashamed to be called their God. 
4. If you are ashamed of Christ and His word, He will be ashamed of you.  Mark 8:38 & Luke 9:26 
5. Can we say like Paul that "we are not ashamed of the gospel?" Rom 1:16;  2 Tim 1:8 
6. We are not to be ashamed of suffering for the cause of Christ.  2 Tim 1:12,16 
7. Our shame is removed by sanctification.  Heb 2:11 
8. The city they were seeking is the place of the unveiled presence of God.  Rev 21 
 
Heb 11:17 = The Offering of Isaac 
 
By faith Abraham, when he was tested (Pres Pas Ptc PEIRADZW = to reveal a weakness, to test a weakness, 
based on the circumstances of his life this tested his weakness which was Isaac) offered up (Perf Act Ind 
PROSPHERW = carried to the face of) Isaac (name means "laughter");  and he who had received (Aor Mid Ptc 
ANADECHOMAI = receive upward; upraised palms) the promises was offering up (IPF PROSPHERW) his only 
begotten son; (MONOGENES) 
 
C.T. = By faith Abraham, when he was tested offered up Isaac; and he who had received the promises was 

offering up his only begotten son; 
 
Summary: 
1. An only child has a special place in the parents soul.  Luke 7:12;8:42;9:38 (only three places this 

word is used out of the nine usages that are not referring directly or indirectly to Jesus are in Luke-
was he an only child?) 

2. An only child in peril can bring about a testing unlike any other test. 
3. This type of test will usually find weakness in a parent. 
4. The promises to Abraham were to go through Isaac. 
5. Jesus was the "only begotten" of the father.  John 1:14,18; 3:16,18; 1 John 4:9 
6. Faith places obedience to God in the highest priority. 
7. Faith trusts God to the point that obedience to Him is more important than anything or anyone. 
8. Faith sees the giver as more important than the gift. 
 
Heb 11:18 = God in a Box? 
 
It was he to whom it was said, "In Isaac your descendants shall be called (Fut Pas Ind KALEW)."  (Gen 21:12) 
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C.T. = It was he to whom it was said, "In Isaac your descendants shall be called." 
 
Summary: 
1. God's order posed a dilemma for Abraham. 
2. It seemed to be contradictory on the surface. 
3. Yet, faith trusts in God's veracity when we do not fully comprehend all the reasons why. 
4. Confusion is ours-not God's.  1 Cor 14:33 
 
Heb 11:19 = What an Application! 
 
He considered (Aor Pas Ptc LOGIDZOMAI = to use logic; take account of) that God is able (HO THEOS 
DUNATOS) to raise (Pres Act Inf EGEIRW = note the present tense; an attitude that God could do it right then 
if needed) men even from the dead;  from which he also received him back (Aor Mid Ind KOMIDZW = Cf 
10:36;11:13 to bear for oneself, carry, receive what is due) as a type (PARABOL8). 
 
C.T. = He considered that God is able to raise men even from the dead;  from which he also received him 

back as a parable. 
 
Summary: 
1. Abraham believed (had faith) that God would not lie to him-so he obeyed. 
2. Abraham left with Isaac and the items necessary to carry out the sacrifice and traveled with two 

companions for three days.  Gen 22 
3. God told Abraham to "kill the promise." 
4. But man cannot kill God's promises.  1 Pet 1:24-25 
5. Abraham passed the test and God gave him his due-Isaac was spared. 
6. One of the most difficult tests that exists is for a parent to place their child totally in God's hands. 
7. Yet that test places you in some honored company. 
8. God did not spare His son. 
 
Heb 11:20 = Faith Admits Mistakes—Isaac (6) 
 
By faith Isaac blessed (Aor Act Ind EULOGEW) Jacob and Esau, even regarding things to come. 
 
C.T. = By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even regarding things to come. 
 
Summary: 
1. This story has an unusual twist in that Isaac "blessed" Jacob while he thought he was blessing 

Esau.  Gen27 
2. Isaac realized that he had been mistaken about Esau and was rejecting God's word that was given 

through Rebekah.  Gen25:23 
3. So he let the blessing stand because he trusted God. 
 
Heb 11:21 = Faith Bows to God's Plan 
 
By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed (Aor Act Ind EULOGEW) each of the sons of Joseph (Ephraim and 
Manasseh), and worshipped (Aor Act Ind PROSKUNEW = to kiss the face of, make obeisance, do homage), 
leaning on the top of his staff. 
 
C.T. = By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshipped, leaning on the 

top of his staff. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jacob trusted God concerning God's plan for Joseph's life. 
2. God's plan for Joseph and thus for Jacob was that Jacob would bow down to his son.  Gen 37:10 
3. Jacob honored that plan.  Gen 47:31 
4. And then he blessed Joseph's sons before he blessed the other eleven.  Gen 48-49 
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Heb 11:22  = Faith Leaves a Legacy—Joseph (8) 
 
By faith Joseph (name means “to add”), when he was dying, made mention (Aor Act Ind MNEMONEUW) of the 
Exodus of the sons of Israel, and gave orders concerning his bones. 
 
C.T. = By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the Exodus of the sons of Israel, and gave 

orders concerning his bones. 
 
Summary: 
1. Joseph knew that God's plan was for Israel to have the Promised Land.  Gen 50:24f Cf 15:13 
2. So he knew that they were just sojourning in Egypt. 
3. So his faith went beyond his death and left a legacy. 
4. He was not buried, just placed in a coffin where he "waited" to leave. 
5. Joseph's faith left something for generations to come to look at and have hope-if they too just had 

the faith. 
 
Heb 11:23 = Moses' Parents 
 
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden (Aor Pas Ind KRUPTW) for three months by his parents (PAT8R in 
plural; those having authority and relationship with him), because they saw he was a beautiful child (ASTEIOS 
= 2x; Acts 7:20 also of Moses; means "of the city" or city-bred; polished; belongs to the realm of art; 
beautiful because elegant); and they were not afraid (OUK + Aor Pas Ind PHOBEW) of the king's edict 
(DIATAGMA = a result of a setting in order through an authority; edict; commandment; stresses the concrete 
character of the commandment) 
 
C.T. = By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw he 

was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 
 
Summary: 
1. Moses’ parents were Amram and Jochebed.  Exo 6:20 
2. The faith of those who are not well known can play an important role in history. 
3. Parents’ faith in God is protective and sacrificial. 
4. Faith puts their children in the hands of God.  Exo 2:1-10 
5. Faith does not fear man, but trusts God. 
 
Heb 11:24 = Moses’ Faith (9) 
 
By faith Moses, when he had grown up (physically and intellectually, but not spiritually), refused  (Aor Mid Ind 
ARNEOMAI = 30x; to not say, to contradict, deny,refuse) to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 
 
C.T.  By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 
 
Summary: 
1. Faith is not motivated by power or fame. 
2. Faith does not deny Christ before men.  Matt 10:33 ; 2 Tim 2:12 
3. Failure to provide for one’s own household is a denial of the faith.  1 Tim 5:8 
4. A FORM of godliness is not faith and denies its power.  2 Tim 3:5 
5. We are to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts.  Tituts 1:16; 2:12 
6. A characteristic of the last days is denying the Master that bought us.  2 Pet 2:1 
7. One can cease to hold to the faith after clinging to it tenaciously.  Rev 2:13ff 
8. God opens doors for evangelism to those who do not deny His Name.  Rev 3:8 
 
Heb 11:25 = Faith Chooses God 
 
Choosing (Aor Mid Ptc HAIREW = 3x; Php 1:22; 2 Thes 2:13; to take for oneself, select), rather to endure ill-
treatment (Pres Mid Inf SUGKAKOUCHEOMAI =- 1X; to have evil with; be the object of evil with) with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; 
 
C.T. = Choosing rather to endure evil with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; 
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Summary: 
1. Faith chooses to love people in their oppression rather than to avoid the pressure.  Jas 1:27 
2. Faith is not motivated by pleasure. 
3. Faith also stands against sin. 
4. Faith does not choose the route which seems easiest by the world. 
5. Faith is focused on what is right and lasts forever rather than what is fleeting, momentary 

gratification. 
6. Would we knowingly walk into the battles of the Angelic Conflict? 
 
Heb 11:26 = Eternal Perspective 
 
Considering (Aor Mid Ptc HEGEOMAI = adding up the facts) the reproach (ONEIDESMOS = 5x; a reproach, 
defamation) of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking (IPF ANABLEPW) for the 
reward (MISTHOPODOSIA = 2X; cf 2:2; 10:35) 
 
C.T. = Considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking for 

the reward. 
 
Summary: 
1. Moses knew of the Messiah and was standing with Him. 
2. Faith knows that choosing for God is of greater value than fortune. 
3. A major part of discipleship is having the proper perspective of one’s material possessions.  Luke 

14:33 
4. Bearing the reproach of Christ is an example of not living to please oneself.  Rom 15:3; Eze 22:30 
5. You are blessed when men reproach you for the Name of Christ.  Matt 5:11; 1 Pet 4:14 
6. We should not be reproached because we chose sin.  1 Tim 3:7 
7. Paul carried on Moses’ example.  1 Tim 4:10 
8. Are we? 
 
Heb 11:27 = Faith Overcomes Past Failure 
 
By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath (THUMOS) of the king; for he endured (Aor Act Ind KARTUREW = 1x; 
to be patient, steadfast, endure), as seeing (Pres Act Ptc HORAW) Him who is unseen. 
 
C.T. = By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen. 
 
Summary: 
1. Faith overcomes past failure.  Exo 2:14ff cf 10:28ff 
2. Faith is not intimidated by man.  Psa 56; Php 1:20-23 
3. Faith is modeled by parents to their children.  11:23 
4. Faith has a focus and that is on Christ.  12:2 
5. Do people intimidate our faith? 
 
Heb 11:28 = Faith Obeys 
 
By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that he who destroyed the first born might not touch 
them. 
 
C.T. = By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that he who destroyed the firstborn 

might not touch them. 
 
Summary: 
1. Faith knows and obeys the rituals God designed for a given time frame. 
2. Faith has a valid fear of God. 
3. Faith believes that God is the judge as much as it believes that He rewards. 
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Heb 11:29 = Faith Leads 
 
By faith they (the Exodus Generation followed the one with faith even though they were very hesitant; they 
had a little faith and that is recognized here) passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through 
dry land; and the Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned. 
 
C.T. = By faith they passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry land; and the 

Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned. 
 
Summary: 
1. Faith leads others through the “impossible.”  Exo 14:13 
2. Even a little faith, scared into you, is phenomenal as it connects to the power of God. 
3. Faith clears the path for your life. 
4. Faith makes it easier than it would normally be. 
5. A lack of faith is deadly. 
 
Heb 11:30 = Examples of Faith Encourage Others 
 
By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they had been encircled for seven days.  (Josh 6) 
 
C.T. = By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they had been encircled for seven days.   
 
Summary: 
1. The example found in Moses’ faith was passed on to Joshua and the children of the Exodus 

Generation. 
2. Faith continues to believe and obey God even when it does not seem to be working. 
3. Faith encircles the enemy so that the Lord may take care of them.  2 Cor 10:3-5 
4. Faith is passed on by example. 
 
Heb 11:31 = Rahab (10) 
 
By Faith Raham the harlot (some things you never manage to shake) did not perish along with those who were 
disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace. 
 
C.T. = By Faith Raham the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had 

welcomed the spies in peace. 
 
Summary: 
1. The news of your faith can go in front of you.  Josh 2 
2. Faith is willing to “take risks” to further the plan of God. 
3. Faith that does what is right is called “justification by works” in a valid sense.  Jas 2:25 
4. Faith would bear the consequences man could bring so as to protect others. 
5. Faith functions in the present because of a focus on the future (Hope) out love for God and man. 
 
Heb 11:32 = So Many More 
 
And what more shall I say?  For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel 
and the prophets, 
 
C.T. = And what more shall I say?  For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David 

and Samuel and the prophets, 
 
Summary:  
1. The points that the writer is making are further documented in the lives of many other Believers. 
2. So how much documentation does one need?  How many facts? 
3. He could speak of Gideon.  Jdg 6-8 

A. He was called in a time of Israel's lack of obedience to the Lord.  Jdg 6:1-8 
B. He was called from no position of importance or power.  Jdg 6:9-18 
C. His faith needed help.  Jdg 6:19-24 
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D. He was called to tear down the altar of Baal which was located in Israel.  Jdg 6:25-35 
E. He asked for God's direction.  Jdg 6:36-40 
F. He selected 300 men, at the Lord's direction, to enter into battle.  Jdg 7:1-8:27 
G. As a result, the land had peace for 40 years. Jdg 8:28 

4. He could speak of Barak.  Jdg 4-5 
A. Barak was a reluctant warrior who was given his marching orders from Deborah, a 

prophetess and judge.  Jdg 4:1-10 
B. Barak led the Israelite army into battle and won, but the enemy’s king was delivered into the 

hands of a woman.  Jdg 4:11-23 
C. He was instrumental in giving a song to the sons of Israel that recognized Israel's flaws and 

God's greatness and grace.  Jdg 5 
D. Barak is an example of the power God uses even through a little reluctant faith. 

5. He could speak of Samson.  Jdg 13-16 
A. Samson was born and raised under Philistine oppression.  Jdg 13:24-25 
B. Samson was a mighty warrior, but one who "played with fire." 
C. As a result, his strength was lost and he was humiliated. 
D. His greatest triumph of faith was when he finally asked for help.  Jdg 16:23-31 

6. He could speak of Jephthah.  Jdg 11-12 
A. Jephthah was an outcast in his own house.  Jdg 11:1-3 
B. But he went to help Israel when he was asked. Jdg 11:4-28 
C. Jephthah was a man who kept his word even when he had made a mistake in giving it and it 

cost him dearly.  Jdg 11:29-40 
7. He could speak of David.  1 Sam 16ff 

A. He was the youngest son of Jesse and was taken from shepherding the flocks to being 
selected as king. 

B. He was a valiant warrior.  (Philistines, Goliath, bears, lions) 
C. He was Israel's second king. 
D. His faith is seen in the psalms that he wrote. 

8. He could speak of Samuel.  1 Sam 1-16 
A. His birth was an answer to prayer by his mother Hannah.  1 Sam 1 
B. He was dedicated to the Lord and she fulfilled her vow. 
C. He was educated by Eli.  1 Sam 2 
D. The Lord called him to service at an early age. 1 Sam 3 
E. Samuel stood for the faith in the face of the first king of Israel-Saul. 

9. He could speak of the prophets. 
A. Elijah 
B. Elisha 
C. Isaiah 
D. Jeremiah 
E. Daniel 
F. Ezekial 

 
Heb 11:33 = The Glamorous Deeds of Faith 
 
Who by faith (DIA + PISTIS) conquered kingdoms (Aor Mid Ind KATAGWNIDZOMAI = 1x; to win a contest 
against; conquer; subdue), performed (Aor Mid Ind ERGADZOMAI = worked) Acts  of righteousness 
(DIKAIOSUN8 = in singular; actions based on imputed righteousness), obtained (Aor Act Ind EPITUGCHANW 
= 5x; to attain to, reach to, arrive at, obtain) promises, shut the mouths of lions, 
 
C.T. =  Who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the 

mouths of lions, 
 
Summary:  
1. The first ten things mentioned in this list of twenty four results of faith are of the more glamorous 

nature. 
2. By faith kingdoms were conquered.  Gen 14; Joshua, Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel. 

A. Many were reluctant warriors who realized that their greatest weapon was their trust in God. 
B. war, faith is the greatest weapon. 
C. This is true in the Angelic Conflict. 
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D. Faith is the victory that overcomes Satan's kingdom.  1 John 5:4-5 
3. By faith there were works of righteousness. 

A. Righteousness is given by God for faith.  Gen 15:6 
B. Acts of righteousness are deeds that procede forth from the righteousness of God in us. 
C. By faith, God was obeyed. 

4. By faith promises were received.  Heb 10:36 
A. Abraham 
B. David   2 Sam 7:11f 

5. By faith the "mouth's of lions were shut." 
A. Samson and David both physically did this. Jdg 14:6; 1 Sam 17:34 
B. Faith lets us face what we would naturally fear. 
C. Which includes the devil.  1 Pet 5:8 

 
Heb 11:34 = Five More "Glamorous" Deeds of Faith 
 
Quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in 
war, put foreign armies to flight, 
 
C.T. = Quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, 

became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight, 
 
Summary:  
1. By faith the power of fire was quenched. 

A. This reminds us of Daniel's friends.  Dn3:23f 
B. And also of the fires of hell.  Matt 25:41 

2. By faith many escaped the sword. 
A. Moses  Exo 18:4 
B. David  1 Sam 18:11;19:10 
C. Elijah  1 Kings19:1-2 

3. By faith many were made strong from weakness.  (cf Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and 
Goliath) 2 Cor 9 

4. By faith they put foreign armies to flight.  (Judges, Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings) 
 
Heb 11:35 = The Not So Glamorous 
 
Women received back their dead by resurrection (ANASTASIS); and others (ALLOS) were tortured (Aor Pas Ind 
TUMPANIDZW = 1x; to beat like a drum; the "tympanum" was a wheel shaped frame where criminals were 
stretched out and beaten), not accepting their release, in order that they might obtain a better resurrection; 
 
C.T. = Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their 

release, in order that they might obtain a better resurrection; 
 
Summary:  
1. Elijah was involved in raising a widow's son.  1 Kings7:23 
2. Jesus also raised the dead. 
3. Sometimes faith does not bring with it "glamorous" results. 
4. Therefore, faith is not a magic formula to get God to accomplish your will. 
5. Faith trusts and accepts God's will. 
6. Faith lets you endure hardship. 
7. The writer is changing his emphasis and in many ways moving us into the Church Age where faith is 

going to be attacked. 
8. Jesus was beaten. 
9. Many Church Age martyrs were beaten because they would not deny Jesus or the faith. 
10. Faith was not just for the people of old, but for the present. 
11. Is our faith based in hope?  Cf 11:1 
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Heb 11:36 = Pressures 
 
And others (HETEROS) experienced (Aor Act Ind LAMBANW) mockings (EMPAIGMOS = 1x; to play like a child, 
taunt, mock, verbally abuse) and scourgings (MASTIX),  yes, also chains and imprisonment. 
 
C.T. = And others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 
 
Summary:  
1. The writer makes it clear he is speaking now of Church Age Christians with the use of HETEROS 

(others). 
2. This is to point out what Jesus Christ underwent on our behalf.  Cf Luke 22:63; 23:11; Matt 27:29 
3. The mocking points out verbal abuse, that by faith, one can endure. 
4. The scourging looks at being beaten with a rod.  Acts 22:24  (Roman method) 
5. Jesus Christ was "scourged."  (PHRAGELLION = small cords) Matt 27:26 
6. This represents physical abuse that by faith, can also be endured. 
7. So many Believers have been imprisoned for their faith.  Gen 39:20 (Joseph), Jer 20:2;37:15 

(Jeremiah), Acts 16; Jdg 16:21 (Samson) 
 
Heb 11:37 =  More of the "Not So Glamorous" 
 
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted (Aor Pas Ind PEIRADZW), they were put to death with 
the sword (cf verse 34); they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute (Pres Mid Ptc HUSTEREW = 
lacking; cf 4:1;12:15), afflicted (Pres Pas Ptc THLIBOMAI = pressure from people or circumstances), ill-treated 
(Pres Pas Ptc KAKOUCHOUMAI = to receive evil) 
 
C.T. = They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; 

they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, objects of evil, 
 
Summary:  
1. By faith people were able to endure being the objects of religious persecution.  John 17:13-17 cf 1 

Kgs 21:13 (Naboth at hands of Jezebel);  2 Chr 24:21 (Zechariah); Acts 7 
2. By faith they endured indescribable physical suffering.  (tradition concerning Isaiah) 
3. Faith does not remove you from being tested or tempted.  (cf Samson) 
4. Some endured by faith being put to death with the sword.  cf 11:34 

A. Faith does not guarantee one's safety. 
B. Faith trusts in God's plan whether it involves one's life or death.  Cf Php 1:20-23 

5. Some men of faith were kings with all the luxuries, but most of them were poorly clad. 
A. The sheepskins indicate they presented their bodies to the Lord as a living sacrifice. 
B. The goatskins indicate that frequently they were falsely accused. 

6. Most of them lacked material resources, including the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 
7. All faced pressures from people and circumstances. 
8. Faith faces all things and endures.  Jas 1:2-5 
9. Evil focused on them and attacked.  (Elijah vs Jezebel et al) 
 
Heb 11:38 = What an Epitaph! 
 
(men of whom the world was not worthy) (HO KOSMOS + IPF EIMI + AXIOS), wandering in deserts and mountains 
and caves and holes in the ground. 
 
C.T. = (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes 

in the ground. 
 
Summary:  
1. The world is not worthy of true people of faith. 
2. Outwardly, these people of faith were insignificant and unimportant. 
3. But reality was very different. 
4. They were worth more than the whole worldly system, though they lacked so many things.  

(Christians of India) 
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5. These people usually had no settled homes after the pattern of Abraham and Moses.  (no mansions 
in time, yet one for eternity-John 14:1-6) 

6. These heroes of the faith cared for things other than their own comfort. 
 
Heb 11:39 = They Still Await the Promises 
 
And all these, having gained approval (Aor Pas Ptc MARTUREW = having witness borne to them) through (DIA) 
their faith, did not receive (OUK + Aor Mid Ind KOMIDZW = receive their payment/due) what was promised (lit: 
the promise), 
 
C.T. = And all these, having been witnessed through their faith, did not receive the promise, 
 
Summary:  
1. "These" refer to the preceding heroes mentioned by name or implied by deed. 
2. God does not forget any of them (all). 
3. Their faith was focused on "the promise," which involved the "promised seed of the woman," the 

Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
4. He was the ultimate blessing which they were looking for. 
5. He is the substance behind the promises they obtained (cf 11:33). 
 
Heb 11:40 = Why? 
 
Because God had provided (Aor Mid Ptc PROBLEPW = to foresee and then to provide for; action taken as a 
result of omniscience) something (TIS = indefinite) for us (Christians), so that apart from us they should not be 
made perfect (M8 + Aor Pas Sub TELEIOW = may not be completed). 
 
C.T. = Because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they may not be completed. 
 
Summary:  
1.   The covenants included not only promises to those who lived before the cross but after as well. 
2.   Some suffered because they believed that Messiah would come. 
3.   Some suffered because they believed that Messiah did come. 
4.   God's plan of the ages in the conflict of the ages was designed so as to unite Believers of all time 

frames as one. 
5.   All of God's plan needs to be completed for all of us to enjoy the completeness. 
6.   Specifically, the church was designed into God's plan to develope a relationship with Jesus.  Cf ch12 
 
Characteristics of a Healthy Faith: 
1. Focused on God.  (instead of bringing a person closer to God, that faith has moved away and replaced God 

with dependency on rules, religion, false hopes and magical thinking)  (it is a tremendous relief when a 
person finds that performance can be replaced with the person of Jesus Christ) 

2. Growing.  (when you become determined to face the storms with only your faith in God and the support of 
other growing Believers, you set yourself up for growth) 

3. Respectful.  (loving one another) 
4. Free to serve.  (the service to others will be amazing when we realize we are free and not bound to serve) 
5. Realization of your value. 
6. Vulnerable.  (being real with the ability to risk rejection by others.  If our faith is real toward God we don't 

need to fear others) 
7. Trusting.  (of God, others and ourselves) 
8. Individualized.  (lets a person express faith as an individual, not just by conformity to a system.) 
9. Relationship oriented.  (shift from rules to relationships. instead of striving to be obedient to the rules, the 

focus is on a striving toward intimacy) 
10. Personal.  (generated through trusting God rather than from rules set by other people) 
11. Balanced.  (not based on "either-or," or black-white) 
12. Nondefensive.  (welcomes questions) 
13. Nonjudgmental.  (stop judging and start listening) 
14. Reality based.  (not based in magical solutions to stop pain) 
15. Able to embrace emotions.  (no need to hide emotions so as to conform to a system) 
16. Able to embrace humanity.  (no illusion of perfection) 
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17. Loving.  (capacity to love and be loved) 
18. Lives in the present trusting God in the future. 
19. Trusts God enough to sacrifice to God and for God. (11:4) 
20. Wants to please Him.  (11:5) 
21. Realizes that faith is the beginning of drawing near to God so as to be put into service by Him.  (11:6) 
22. Has a reverence toward God.  (11:7) 
23. Responds to God's call.  (11:8) 
24. Endures hostile environment.  (11:9) 
25. Looks for the best.  (11:10) 
26. Faces the impossible.  (11:11) 
27. Realizes our transitory nature.  (11:13) 
28. Seeks God's best.  (11:12,14,16) 
29. Leaves the past behind.  (11:15) 
30. Faces the difficult tests. (11:17) 
31. Fully believes God's promises.  (11:18-19) 
32. Admits mistakes.  (11:20,27) 
33. Bows to God's plan.  (11:21) 
34. Leaves a legacy.  (11:22) 
35. Overcomes fear.  (11:23) 
36. Refuses temptations (11:24-26) 
37. Obeys God.  (11:28) 
38. Leads.  (11:29) 
39. Encourages others.  (11:30) 
40. Takes risks.  (11:31) 
41. Will produce some glamorous deeds.  (11:33-35a) 
42. Will endure the difficult.  (11:35b-37) 
43. Trusts God and not environment.  (11:38) 
44. Knows God will fulfill his promises at the proper time.  (11:39) 
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Hebrews 12:1-5 
Encouragement for Persevering Faith 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 
3. Final Plea for Persevering Faith (11:1-12:29) 

A. Examples of Past Heroes of the Faith (11:1-40) 
B. Encouragement for Persevering Faith (12:1-5) 

 
Heb 12:1 = More Exhortations 
 
Therefore (TOIGAROUN = 2x; 1 Thes 4:8; introduces a conclusion in a formal fashion), since we (pronoun 
used here to personalize) have (Pres Act Ptc ECHW = an ongoing situation) so great (TOSOUTOS = so great, 
so many, so long, quantity and quality) a cloud (NEPHOS = 1x; a shapeless cloud that is dense; cf NEPHEL8 
= 26; one with a definite shape) of witnesses (MARTUR) surrounding us (Pres Act Ptc PERIKEIMAI = 5x; to lie 
around with the sense of encompassing; i.e. we cannot escape their perception;  we are in an arena),  let us 
also lay aside (Aor Mid Ptc APOTITH8MI) every (Pres Act Sub) encumbrance (OGKOS = 1x; a bulk or mass, 
weight, encumbrance), and the sin (HAMARTIA = missing the mark) which so easily entangles us 
(EUPERISTATOS = 1x; like a loose fitting garment; easy to put on but wraps you up), and let us run (Pres Act 
Sub TRECHW = 19x, to run; hortatory subjunctive not an Imperative; you cannot be simply obeying an order 
and fulfill this-it has to be willingly) with endurance (HUPOMON8 = an abiding under, patience to 
circumstances) the race (AGON = 6x; a fight, athletic contest; verb AGWNIDZOMAI = 7x) that is set before us 
(Pres Pas Ptc PROKEIMAI = to lie before;5x),  
 
C.T. = Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us  also lay aside every 

encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us  run with endurance the race that 
is set before us, 

 
Summary:  
1. These exhortations are conclusions from chapter 11. 
2. This is a formal statement of personal application. 
3. We are inescapably in the arena of history and are being watched by those who have gone before us. 
4. These witnesses are presently at ease while they watch the events of our history, having finished 

their race.  (PERIKEIMAI) 
5. The "cloud" refers us to the Old Testament saint’s relationship to the "SHEKINAH" glory. 

A. The Father spoke words of approval for His Son from a cloud at the transfiguration.  Matt 17:5 
B. Jesus Christ will return at the Rapture and Second Advent with the "clouds." 1 Thes 4:17; 

Matt 24:29-31; Rev 1:7;14:14 
C. He ascended to the Father on the "clouds." Acts 1:9 
D. The "cloud" was a source of protection and direction to the Exodus generation.  1 Cor 10:1-2 

6. There are other "clouds" that stand in opposition. 2 Pet 2:17; Jude 12 
7. There are many great witnesses. 
8. There are two important factors in running the race. 

A. Lay aside encumbrances. 
B. Lay aside entangling sin. 

9. "Encumbrances" refers to excess weight that hinders one from running the race in the most efficient 
way. 
A. They are things that have been attached to our being that are not permanently a part of it. 
B. They can include motivations toward fame, fortune, power or pleasure.  (the "other clouds" 

offer them) 
C. They can refer to "things" that are distractions from the Spirit filled life. 
D. How fast you want to run determines how much weight will be removed. 

10. We also need to lay aside entangling sin. 
A. This refers to sins that stem from the Sin Nature. 
B. It especially refers to those that seem to wrap us up and cause us to stumble. 
C. Obviously it includes mental, verbal and overt sins. 

11. We should help one another in these areas.  Cf v12-13 
12. The examples of chapter 11 ran the race so these factors were fulfilled in their life. 
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13. The tenth exhortation is to prepare yourself to run. 
A. This includes worship.  Cf 1:6 
B. Fear of missing a promise. 4:1 
C. Diligent to enter "rest." 4:11 
D. Hold fast the confession. 4:14 
E. Draw near with confidence. 4:16 
F. Press on to maturity. 6:1 
G. Draw near with full load of faith. 10:22 
H. Hold fast confession of our hope. 10:23 
I. Consider how to stimulate one another to love.10:24 

14. The eleventh exhortation is to run. 
A. "Running" will not gain your eternal salvation.  Rom 9:16 
B. "Running" is because you have salvation.  1 Cor 9:24-27 
C. "Running" submits oneself for inspection to others in order to see if you are headed in the 

wrong direction. Gal 2:2 
D. Satan's forces want to trip you, usually by some form of legalism concerning spirituality.  Gal 

5:1-7 
E. They will also try and trip you by legitimizing sin.  Php 2:12-19 
F. We are praying that the Lord's Word will spread rapidly, i.e. run through the world.  2 Thes 3:1 

15. The race is compared to an athletic contest.  (many of those were life and death struggles in the ancient 
world) 
A. We share in the conflict with other Believers.  Php 1:30 
B. The conflict in our life should be on behalf of others.  Col 2:1 
C. Spreading the Gospel is directly involved in the conflict. 1 Thes 2:2 
D. We are commanded to "fight the good fight" and that by means of faith.  1 Tim 6:12 
E. The "striving" in the fight is done through God's power.  Col 1:29 
F. The conflict is impacted through prayer.  Col 4:12 

16. Those who fight the good fight and finish the race by faith are guaranteed the Crown of 
Righteousness.  2 Tim 4:6-8 

17. This race is a distance race, so patience toward circumstances and thus toward people are an 
integral part of running to win. 

 
Heb 12:2 = How to Win 
 
Fixing our eyes (Pres Act Ptc APHORAW = 2x; Php 2:23; to look away from one thing-i.e. ourself-and fixate on 
another; bring into focus, have a destination, perspective, goal) on (into) Jesus, the author (ARCH8gos = 4x; 
used only of Jesus Christ in scripture;  Acts 3:15; 5:31; Heb  2:10; translated "prince" "captain"-one who 
takes the lead in, provides the first occasion of anything) and perfector (TELEIWT8S = finisher, the one who 
made it to the end;1x) of (the) faith, who for the joy (CHARA) set before Him (Pres Act Ptc PROKEIMAI) endured 
(Aor Act Ind HUPOMENW = patience toward circumstances) the cross (STAUROS), despising (Aor Act Ptc 
KATAPHRONEW = 9x; to think down, to think lightly of, despise; to regard as negligible, worthless, 
distasteful) the shame (AISCHUN8), and has sat down (Perf Act Ind KATHIDZW) at the right hand of the throne of 
(the) God. 
 
C.T. = Fixing our eyes into Jesus, the author and perfector of the faith, who for the joy set before Him 

endured the cross, thinking lightly of the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
the God. 

 
Summary:  
1. To run a race requires an objective or goal be set. 
2. We also need to have our sights on the finish line so as to take the shortest route possible. 
3. As you fix your eyes on the One at the finish line, the lanes to run in also become clear. 
4. When there is a perspective, it is easier to stay in the lanes.  (HAMARTIA = miss the mark, step out of 

bounds) 
5. We are not to just look "at" Jesus, we are to become intimately acquainted with him. (into) 
6. He is the "author" of the faith. 

A. He took the lead in teaching us how to walk  by faith. 
B. He in fact "wrote the book" on it.  John 1:1,14 
C. His humanity lived by faith, so He is an expert in the field. 
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7. He is the "finisher" of the faith. 
A. This means that by the power of the Holy Spirit, He kept the faith as well as wrote it. 
B. Having completed the course Himself, we can set our eyes on the perfect example. 
C. He is the object of our faith, not only for eternal life but for our present life. 

8. Jesus had His sights set on a future joy.  Cf 11:10,14,16 
9. This joy was of such a nature, that indescribable pain could be faced with calmness. 
10. Jesus' love for the Father and for us was of such a nature that He thought lightly of the shame He 

endured to accomplish His mission. 
11. The shame was not pleasant for Him.  (not divorced from reality-He knew who He was; they were 

reviling the King of Kings who was paying a debt for them) 
12. Jesus took His position in the highest place of honor in the universe or beyond. 
13. He ran and won the race, so we can run and win. 
14. To win look at Him. 
 
Heb 12:3 = When You’re Down 
 
For consider Him (Aor Mid Imp LOGIDZOMAI) who has endured (Perf Act Ptc HUPOMENW) such hostility 
(ANTILOGIA = 4x; cf 6:16;7:7; Jude 11; this word indicates verbal abuse and taunting) by sinners against 
Himself (those nasty despicable sinners), so that you may not grow weary (HINA M8 + Aor Act Sub KAMNW = 
3x; Jas 5:15; Rev 2:3; weariness that comes from the effect of constant work, weariness) and lose (Pres Mid 
Ptc EKLUOMAI = to let out, release, relax as a bow-string, faint; opposite of "gird" 1 Pet 1:13) heart (Def. Art.+ 
Dative plural PSUCH8 = your souls). 
 
C.T. = For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not 

grow weary and your souls faint. 
 
Summary:  
1. The writer tells us to add up the facts about this man Jesus. 
2. For our sakes He endured the verbal abuse of sinners as well as the physical abuse. 
3. These were personal attacks upon Him. 
4. Have we ever fallen into sin? 
5. Part of running a distance race is getting drained of strength. 
6. Prayer for one another will helps restore the individual who becomes weary.  Jas 5:15 
7. A church that does not "grow weary" receives a commendation from the Lord, if they do not leave 

their first love.  Rev 2:3-4 
8. Jesus was concerned about "fainting."  Matt 9:36 & Mark 8:3; Matt 15:32 
9. Paul exhorts us to not faint so that we may reap. Gal 6:6-10 
 
Heb 12:4 = Degree of Resistance—First Statement of Fact 
 
You have not yet resisted (ANTIKATHIST8MI = 1x; to stand against) to the point of shedding blood in your striving 
against sin (Pres Mid Ptc ANTAGWNIDZOMAI = 1x, a conflict against); 
 
C.T. = You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin; 
 
Summary:  
1. Even though the recipients of this epistle had undergone pressure for the faith, they had not yet 

given it all. Cf 10:32f 
2. In view is standing firm for the faith when physical death is a serious possibility. 
3. Our standing firm is standing against the forces of evil in regards to sin.  Eph 6:10ff 
4. The conflict not only involves taking a stand against sin in our own life, but against sin in general.  

(verse 5 ff will deal with taking a stand against sin in our own life-this is not a self-righteous stand cf 
v15) 

5. To what degree have we taken a stand against sin? 
 
Heb 12:5 = Forgetfulness—Second Statement of Fact 
 
And you have forgotten (Perf Pas Ind EKLANTHANW = 1x; to totally escape notice; usually looks at a willful 
choice to forget) the exhortation (PARAKL8SIS) which is addressed (Pres Mid Ind DIALEGW) to you as sons, 
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"My son, do not regard lightly (M8 + Pres Act Imp OLIGWREW = 1x; to regard as little, despise) the 
discipline (PAIDEIA = 6x; to train children, instruction, correction, discipline, looks at the whole 
learning process;4 of 6x in this context) of the Lord, nor faint (Pres Mid Imp EKLUW = 6x) when you are 
reproved (Pres Pas Ptc ELEGCHW = 17x; reprove, convict, rebuke, "expose") by Him; 

 
C.T. = And you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, "My son, do not regard 

lightly the training of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved (exposed) by Him; 
 
Summary:  
1. The writer pulls the importance of Proverbs into the letter.  Prov 3:1-12 
2. It teaches us things that we should not forget. 
3. In view is a word of encouragement. 
4. We are warned against viewing what the Lord has in store for us lightly.  (see of no value-blow it off) 
5. An important part of the training is spiritual exercise. Heb 5:14 
6. Fathers are to teach their children these things.  Eph 6:4 
7. Because scripture is "God-breathed" it is necessary for this training.  2 Tim 3:16 
8. Purposes of training:  

A. To not be condemned because of adherence to worldly standards.  1 Cor 11:32 
B. As part of Christian growth.  2 Cor 6:1-10 
C. To learn not to blaspheme.  1 Tim 1:20 
D. To learn to gently correct.  2 Tim 2:25 
E. To deny ungodliness and worldly desires.  Titus 2:12 

9. To learn about love.  Rev 3:19 
10. To learn about Jesus Christ's sufferings.  Luke 23:16,22 
11. When the Lord exposes us, let us not faint.  (give up) 
12. To reprove is to expose a fault.  Matt 18:15 

A. It includes the sins of rulers.  Luke 3:19 
B. The light exposes evil.  John 3:20; Eph 5:13 
C. There were no faults to expose in Jesus.  John 8:46 
D. This is a specific part of the Holy Spirit's role.  John 16:13 
E. A loving congregation is used by the Holy Spirit to “convict" the unbeliever.  1 Cor 14:1 cf 24-

25 
F. The church is called to expose the unfruitful deeds of darkness.  Eph 5:11 
G. Elders who continue in sin are to be exposed before all.  1 Tim 5:2 
H. Exposing sin is part of the function of the pastor. 2 Tim 4:2; Titus 1:9;2:15 
I. Racial slurs are to be severely rebuked.  Titus 1:13 
J. The sin of partiality is exposed by the law.  Jas 2:9 
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Hebrews 12:6-11 
Characteristics of Discipline/Training 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 
3. Final Plea for Persevering Faith (11:1-12:29) 

A. Examples of Past Heroes of the Faith (11:1-40) 
B. Encouragement for Persevering Faith (12:1-5) 
C. Characteristics of  Discipline/Training (12:6-11) 

 
Heb 12:6 = Training is a Function of Love 
 
For those whom the Lord loves (Pres Act Ind/s AGAPAW) he disciplines (Pres Act Ind PAIDEUW = trains as a 
child), and he scourges (Pres Act Ind MASTIGOW =7x; only place outside of the gospels; administered with 
three thongs of leather; not the one with the metal or bones;13 lashes to back and13 on each shoulder; 
commonly administered with a rod; Jesus went through this one as well as the phragellion; discipline would 
be a good translation of this word) every son whom He receives (Pres Mid Ind PARADECHOMAI) 
 
C.T. = For those whom the Lord loves He trains, and He disciplines every son whom He receives." 
 
Summary: 
1. Our spiritual training which involves self-discipline as a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:23) is a function of 

Christ's love. 
2. A lack of training would denote a lack of love. 
3. This discipline is not out of anger. 
4. But is designed to point us in the right direction in life. 
5. The discipline is compared to a "spanking." 
6. If you questioned His love, you would question the spankings. 
7. But since He has already died for us, should we not receive them as being for our own benefit? 
8. It is important for us in the learning process.  Heb 5:8 
 
Heb 12:7 = Training Teaches Endurance 
 
It is for discipline (training) that you endure (Pres Act Ind HUPOMENW = patience toward circumstances);  God 
deals with you (Pres Pas Ind PROSPHERW = is being carried to your face) as with sons; for what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline? (train) 
 
C.T. = It is for training that you endure;  God deals with you as with sons;  for what son is there whom his 

father does not train? 
 
Summary: 
1. God's training leads to endurance which leads to maturity. cf Jas 1:2-4 
2. God trains us as a loving father does his son.  (more concerned about his child than how his child 

makes him look) 
3. The question in this context indicates that a father who does not train his children does not love 

them. 
4. Children view life in this manner.  (want your attention so bad that they will do wrong to get it.  They 

would rather be spanked than have no attention at all) 
 
Heb 12:8 = God is Consistent 
 
But if you are without discipline (training), of which all have become partakers (Perf Act Ind GINOMAI + 
METOCHOS), then you are illegitimate children (NOTHOS = 1x; one born out of wedlock) and not sons. 
 
C.T. = But if you are without training, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children 

and not sons. 
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Summary: 
1. God trains all of His children. 
2. He is consistent.  Cf13:8 
3. Some of his training is strong while other parts are mild.  (made for you-each child different-each 

trained in a different way cf Prov 22:6) 
4. His objective is to turn you into a mature individual. 
5. Earthly fathers need to learn from His example. 
6. Training is necessary to the Christian life. 
7. It is proof of His love. 
 
Heb 12:9 = Training is the Road to Life 
 
Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline (train) us, and we respected them (IPF ENETREPW = 9x; to turn 
in, to feel respect for, revere);  shall we not much rather be subject (Fut Pas Ind HUPOTASSW = arrange in 
order under authority) to the Father of spirits and live? 
 
C.T. = Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to train us, and we respected them;  shall we not much rather be 

subject to the Father of spirits and live? 
 
Summary: 
1. Our earthly fathers trained us and we appreciated what they did.  (father can refer to a significant 

male person in our life-coach, teacher) 
2. Respect is brought about not just by the position but by the function. 
3. The question posed is should we not be reverent toward the Supreme Father and welcome His 

training? 
4. His training leads to that which is life indeed.  1 Tim 6:12 
5. He is the source of all "spirits." 
6. When we arrange our life as He wants (subject) there is a significant impact in the Angelic Conflict.  

(cf Heb 11) 
 
Heb 12:10 = Training is for Our Profit 
 
For they disciplined (trained) us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines (trains) us for our good 
(Pres Act Ptc SUMPHERW = to carry along with, profit), that we may share His holiness (HAGIOT8S) 
 
C.T. = For they trained us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He trains us for our profit, that we 

may share His holiness. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer lets us know that our earthly fathers were not perfect. 
2. God's training is for our benefit. 
3. His training is so that we may readily receive His holiness. 
4. God's love leads us to His holiness. 
5. Our love for Him lets us become holy.  2 Pet 1:5-7 
6. This is for our sanctification in time. 
7. The husband is to lead in his wife's sanctification.  Eph 5:26 
 
Heb 12:11 = Training Leads to True Peace 
 
All discipline (training) for the moment seems (Pres Act Ind DOKEW) not to be joyful (CHARA), but sorrowful 
(LUP8);  yet to those who have been trained (Perf Pas Ind GUMNADZW = cf 5:14; to exercise naked) by it, 
afterwards it yields the peaceful (EIR8N8) fruit (KARPOS) of righteousness (DIKAIOSUN8). 
 
C.T. = All training for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful;  yet to those who have been 

exercised by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 
 
Summary: 
1. Things are not always as they seem on the surface. 
2. Training produces a sorrow in that it shows areas where one is lacking. 
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3. But it gives the opportunity to strengthen the weakness. 
4. God provides the strength.  2 Cor 11 
5. This training is not a one-time activity but ongoing process. 
6. The result is peace because imputed righteousness is now coming forth. 
7. It is possible to consider it all joy when we realize what the results will be.  Cf Jas 1:2; Heb 12:2 
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Hebrews 12:12-17 
Exhortations for Persevering Faith 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 
3. Final Plea for Persevering Faith (11:1-12:29) 

A. Examples of Past Heroes of the Faith (11:1-40) 
B. Encouragement for Persevering Faith (12:1-5) 
C. Characteristics of  Discipline/Training (12:6-11) 
D. Exhortations for Persevering Faith (12:12-17) 

 
Heb 12:12 = Applications 
 
Therefore (DIO = conclusion from preceding paragraph beginning in v1) strengthen (Aor Act Imp ANORTHOW 
= to set upright, lift up) the hands that are weak (Perf Pas Ptc PARI8MI = 1x; hang down from exhaustion) and 
the knees that are feeble (Perf Pas Ptc PARALUW = 5x; to be loosed alongside; as via palsy or stroke), 
 
C.T. =  Therefore, lift up the hands that are hanging down and the knees that are feeble, 
 
Summary: 
1. By context, the training that comes our way is so that we can help others. 
2. We must remember that they are in training too. 
3. At times, we all face exhaustion from the rigors of training. 
4. At times, we are too exhausted to even pray. (Moses) 
5. That is when other members of the body are to to be sure and join in. Cf 1 Tim 2:8 
6. This is not designed to be an optional part of the Christian life. 
7. Some will reach the point of exhaustion that they may not be able to walk .  Cf Eph 5:2 
8. They are not to be viewed as being under discipline but as being under training. 
9. Hands without strength lack service. 
10. Knees that wobble may indicate a lack of courage. 
11. Jesus helped the "palsied."  Luke 5:18,24 
 
Heb 12:13 = Seek Healing 
 
And make (Pres Act Imp POIEW) straight paths (ORTHOS = 2x; used of height; direction + TROCHIA = the path 
of a wagon wheel) for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed (Aor 
Pas Sub IAOMAI = cured). 
 
C.T. = And make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but 

rather be cured. 
 
Summary: 
1. Besides watching out for others, we must watch out for ourselves. 
2. We too are viewed as spiritually lame. 
3. But we are not to compound the injury. 
4. So we are to stand straight and follow a narrow groove. 
5. The straight path looks at heeding the training designed for holiness. 
6. The "lame" are healed by faith.  Acts 14:9-10 
7. We are to seek healing in our own life so as to help others be healed. 
 
Heb 12:14 = Evangelize 
 
Pursue (Pres Act Imp DIWKW = 44x; to pursue, persecute, follow after) peace (EIR8N8) with all men, and the 
sanctification (HAGIASMOS) without which no one will see (Fut Mid Ind HORAW) the Lord.  
 
C.T. = Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. 
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Summary: 
1. The Lord trains us (v5-11) so that we may help other Believers in the healing process. (v12-13) 
2. This training is also so that we can evangelize. 
3. We are commanded to actively seek peace with all. 
4. But the peace is of the type that they may see the Lord too. 
5. So it is referring to all aspects of reconciliation. Rom 14:19; 2 Cor 5:18 
6. We are also to pursue the sanctification with all that will let them see the Lord. 
7. This extends what others did for us. 
8. This displays God's desires in our life.  1 Tim 2:4; 2 Pet 3:9 
9. Part of our training is for holiness/sanctification (v10) which we are to spread to others. 
10. This is designed to lead us to being "pure in heart" so that we may see God.  Matt 5:8 
11. Pursuits: 

A. We are not to pursue false messiahs.  Luke 17:23 
B. Righteousness is by faith, not pursuit.  Rom 9:30-32 
C. We are to pursue hospitality.  Rom 12:13 
D. We are to pursue love.  1 Cor 14:1 
E. We are to pursue maturity.  Php 3:12,14 
F. We are to pursue what is good for one another. 1 Thes 5:15 
G. To flee from evil we pursue a number of things. 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 2:22 
H. We are to pursue peace.  1 Pet 3:11 

 
Heb 12:15 = Focus on Grace 
 
See to it (Pres Act Ptc EPISKOPEW = 2x; 1 Pet 5:2; EPISKOPOS = 5x; Acts 20:28; Php 1:1; 1 Tim 3:2; Titus 
1:7; 1 Pet 2:25; this Ptc. carries on the force of the main verb which is "pursue"; so it gives a specific of this 
pursuit; seeing to it; to watch over-you are your brother's keeper) that no one comes short (Pres Act Ptc 
HUSTEREW = 16x; HUSTER8MA = 9x; to lack, have need) of the grace of God; that no root (RHIDZA = 16x; 
looks at the source, that in which nourishment travels) of bitterness (PIKRIA = 4x; bitter to taste) springing up 
(Pres Act Ptc PHUW = 3x; to produce, grow) causes trouble (Pres Act Sub ENOCHLEW = 1x; in a crowd; 
affects a crowd), and by it many be defiled (Aor Pas Sub MIAINW = 5x; to stain, or dye another color; to 
pollute, contaminate, soil, defile); 
 
C.T. = Seeing to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no growing root of bitterness may 

affect a crowd, and by it many be defiled. 
 
Summary: 
1. The pursuit of peace and sanctification with all men brings about a responsibility for oversight-not 

as an authority figure but as one who cares. 
A. Overseers are to be blameless.  1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:7 
B. Pastors are viewed as overseers.  Acts 20:28; Php 1:1; 
C. Jesus Christ though is the overseer.  1 Pet 2:25 

2. We are responsible to see that every one is a partaker of God's grace and has it in ample supply. 
A. The reason all need His grace is because all have “come short" of the glory of God.  Rom 

3:23 
B. All must come to realize that they "lack."  Matt 19:20 & Mark 10:21 (rich young ruler); Luke 

15:14 (prodigal) 
C. Only God can fill the void. 

3. Believers who have are to help others who lack.  2 Cor 8:14; 1 John 3:17  (not just in financial realm) 
4. You may have need in the physical realm, but be rich in the spiritual realm.  Heb 11:37 
5. "Coming short" of God's grace is related to "coming short" of His rest.  Cf 4:1 
6. A "root" looks at the source. 

A. Our "roots" have to be in Jesus' love.  Eph 3:17; Col 2:7 
B. We can have no "root" in ourself that will last. Matt 13:21 (sower) 
C. Our relationship to "the root" is by faith and is why we can be holy.  Rom 9:16-21; Rev 22:16 

7. A love for gain is at the root of all evil.  1 Tim 6:10 
8. A "root of bitterness" is brought about when we have our "roots" in ourselves and have failed.  Matt 

26:75 & Luke 22:62 (Peter wept bitterly) 
A. It happens when we want something and do not get it. Acts 8:23 
B. This bitterness can easily become verbal.  Rom 3:14 
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C. We are commanded to put bitterness away.  Eph 4:31 
D. We are specifically not to become bitter toward our wife.  Col 3:19 

9. The root then is in self-will that does not come to pass the way we want it to.  (buried deep in us but 
really in very shallow soil-no stability in it) 

10. The root of self-will that has turned bitter can defile many people. 
A. It can lead to a ritualism that tries to avoid any defilement.   John 18:28 
B. Defilement is seen in those who profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him.  

Titus 1:15-16 
C. Defilement is seen also in immorality.  Jude 8 

11. This is the sixth warning in Hebrews: 
A. Don't drift away.  2:1 
B. Don't fall.  3:12 
C. Don't choose to stay there.  4:11 
D. Don't become complacent.  6:1 
E. Don't move into willful sin. 10:26 
F. Don't let bitterness defile. 

 
Heb 12:16 = Deal with Immorality and Godlessness 
 
That there be no immoral (PORNOS) or godless (BEB8LOS = 5x; one who crossed the threshold; trodden upon, 
unhallowed, profane; that which lacks all relationship or affinity to God) person like Esau (twin brother of 
Jacob), who sold his own birthright for a single meal. 
 
C.T. = That there be no immoral or profane person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is the third part of v14.  (1) no one comes short of grace of God (2) no root of bitterness.... 
2. Immorality is to exchange something of eternal value for something of momentary or no value.  

(fornication, honor et al) 
3. Immorality does not bring about peace or sanctification. 
4. The profane person is one who lacks any relationship or affinity to God. 
5. Laws are necessary to deal with these type of people in society.  1 Tim 1:9 
6. We are to avoid conversations or stories that do not have a respect for God.  1 Tim 4:7; 6:20; 2 Tim 

2:16 
7. Esau, Jacob's twin brother, is given as an example. Gen 25:37-34 
8. The price should never be an issue in allegiance to our Lord.  (do we have one?) 
 
Heb 12:17 = The Importance of Repentance 
 
For you know that even afterwards (sold out), when he desired to inherit the blessing (EULOGIA), he was rejected 
(Aor Pas Ind APODOKIMADZW = to reject as a result of examination and disapproval; 8 of 9x used of Jesus 
as being rejected; reject Jesus, you will be rejected), for (GAR) he found no place (Aor Act Ind EURISKW + 
TOPOS) for repentance (METANOIA), though he sought for it (Aor Act Ptc EKZETEW; it = blessing) with tears. 
 
C.T. = For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he 

found no place for repentance, though he sought for it with tears. 
 
Summary: 
1. Esau is a picture of those who want the blessing without meeting the requirements.  Gen 27:30f 
2. They are more focused on the gift than the giver. 
3. If a person rejects Jesus, they will be rejected by Him. Rev 20:11 
4. Esau was not willing to change his mind about the Lord and follow the pattern of his grandfather and 

father.  Gen 15:6 
5. Esau seemed to be a man's man on the surface.  (hairy, likeable, hunter, chef, up front, honest-lived for 

today;  cf Gen 33; you would have liked him better than Jacob) 
6. Repentance is for the church: 

A. It was John and Christ's message.  Matt 3:2;4:17 
B. It was Peter's message.  Acts 2:38;8:22 
C. It was Paul's message.  Acts 17:30 
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D. It is necessary where impurity, immorality and sensuality exist.  2 Cor 12:21 
E. God's kindness leads to repentance.  Rom 2:4 
F. Godly sorrow is designed to lead to repentance.  2 Cor 7:9,10 
G. Part of the pastor's function is to gently correct so that repentance may occur.  2 Tim 2:25 
H. God wants all to repent.  2 Pet 3:9 
I. The apostle John taught repentance.  Rev 2:5,16,21,22; 3:3,19 
J. Lack of repentance brings God’s wrath.  Rev 9:20-21 
K. Some will never repent.  Rev 16:9,11 

7. Confession means to agree with God that you are a sinner.  1 John 1:8-2:1 
8. Repentance means that a different direction is then taken. 
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Hebrews 12:18-29 
Motivation for Persevering Faith 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 
3. Final Plea for Persevering Faith (11:1-12:29) 

A. Examples of Past Heroes of the Faith (11:1-40) 
B. Encouragement for Persevering Faith (12:1-5) 
C. Characteristics of  Discipline/Training (12:6-11) 
D. Exhortations for Persevering Faith (12:12-17) 
E. Motivation for Persevering Faith (12:18-29) 

 
Heb 12:18 = Where We Are Not (6 Places) 
 
For (GAR = 2nd "for" cf v17; explanations of v14-15) you have not come (OU + Perf Act Ind PROSERCHOMAI) 
to a mountain that may be touched (Pres Mid Ptc Psa H8LAPHAW = 4x; to feel, handle, touch; 1 John 1:1) and 
to a blazing fire (Perf Pas Ptc KAIW + PUR), and to darkness (GNOPHOS = 1x; blackness that come from a 
tempest) and gloom (ZOPHOS = 5x; 2 Pet 2:4,17; Jude 6,13; the gloom of the netherworld) and whirlwind 
(THUELLA = 1x; a hurricane, cyclone, whirlwind), 
 
C.T. = For you have not come to a mountain that may be touched, and to a blazing fire, and to blackness 

and gloom and whirlwind, 
 
Summary: 
1. This is the second of three main reasons the writer gives to substantiate verses 14-15. 
2. The first is that to have peace one must remove bitterness via repentance. 
3. The second is that we are not to look at the visible but to walk by faith.  Cf 11:1,6 
4. This scenario takes us back to the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai.  Exo 19 
5. As Believers we have not come to a tangible mountain that one can physically touch. 
6. We are not dealing in earthly matters but heavenly. 
7. We have not come to get a new law but to receive grace. 
 
Heb 12:19 = Continued 
 
And to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words (RH8MA) which sound was such that those who heard begged 
(Aor Act Ind PARAITEOMAI) that no further word (LOGOS) should be spoken to them (M8 + Pres Pas Inf 
PROSTITH8MI = placed before their face). 
 
C.T. = And to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard 

begged that no further word should be placed before their face. 
 
Summary: 
1. God verbally gave the Ten Commandments.  Exo 20 
2. The people were so scared that they did not want Him to speak to them again.  Exo 20:19f 
3. They wanted Moses to be their mediator. 
4. God was serious about their obedience.  Deut 4:9-14 
5. Moses reminded them consistently.  Deut 5:22-27 
6. Then they did not want to listen to Moses.  2 Cor 3:1-13 
7. We have not come to a place that we need to fear because peace has been established for us with 

God. 
 
Heb 12:20 =None Touch God's Holiness 
 
For they could not bear (IPF PHERW) the command (Pres Pas Ptc DIASTELLW = to charge, enjoin, the thing 
being commanded; to draw asunder), "If even a beast touches (Aor Act Sub THIGGAVW = 3x; a light touch) the 
mountain, it will be stoned." 
 
C.T. = For they could not bear the command, "If even a beast touches the mountain, it will be stoned." 
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Summary: 
1. The holiness of God was not touchable. 
2. Not even lightly. 
3. Man trying to gain God's holiness led to death. 
4. The Exodus generation pushed God's holiness to the limit. 
5. God would have to give them his holiness. 
6. The third explanation of pursuing peace is that man cannot approach God on his own. 
 
Heb 12:21 = Even Moses Realized His Inadequacies 
 
And so terrible (PHOBERON) was the sight (Pres Pas Ptc PHANTADZW = 1x; a unique sight; the thing being 
made visible) that Moses said, "I am full of fear (EKPHOBOS = fear from the inside out) and trembling 
(ENTROMOS = internal shaking)." 
 
C.T. = And so terrible was the thing being made visible that Moses said, "I am full of fear and trembling." 
 
Summary: 
1. Coming face-to-face with God's holiness scared even Moses. 
2. Moses' real fear came when he realized that God's holiness may destroy the people.  Deut 9:19 
3. Moses realized his own inadequacies in coming to God. 
4. When we are under law and thus stand condemned, fear is the result.  Cf 10:31 
 
Heb 12:22 = The Contrast—Where We Have Come To  (10 Things) 
 
But (ALLA) you have come (Perf Act Ind PROSERCHOMAI = we are already there in a sense-spiritually though 
not yet physically) to Mount Zion (the SE hill of Jerusalem-location of the temple) and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads (10,000's) of angels, 
 
C.T. = But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 

myriads of angels, 
 
Summary: 
1. We have come to God's place of grace. 
2. Thus we can pursue peace with all and let all roots of bitterness be removed. 
3. At the Second Advent Jesus will stand on Mount Zion with the 144,000.  Rev 14:1 
4. Mount Zion came to represent Jerusalem. 
5. Thus it spiritually represents God's city. 

A. It is ruled by the living God, not dead idols. 
B. Thus we are not to fall away from Him.  Cf 3:12 
C. We are citizens in this city.  Eph 2:19; Php 3:20 

6. The heavenly Jerusalem is a place of true freedom.  Gal 4:26; Heb 11:16  (freedom from sin) 
7. It is a place where we will be ministered to by multitudes of angels.  Cf1:14 
8. The analogies: 

A. Mount Zion is God's holy place.  (we have spiritually arrived) 
B. The city refers to God's social order. 
C. That it is heavenly denotes it is the best. 
D. That angels are present denotes the conflict is won. 

 
Heb 12:23 = Continued 
 
To the general assembly (PAN8GURIS = 1x; a word that means all + any kind of assembly; among Greeks, an 
assembly of the people as opposed to an assembly of leaders; a gathering to honor a God) and church 
(EKKL8SIA) of the Firstborn (PRWTOTOKOS = 9x; refers us to Jesus Christ; Col 1:15,18; Heb 1:6; Rev 1:5) 
who are enrolled in Heaven (Perf Pas Ptc APOGRAPHW = to write from, i.e. the Divine plan), and to God, the 
judge of all, and to the spirits (PNEUMA) of righteous men (DIKAIOS) made perfect (Perf Pas Ptc TELEIOW = 
brought to completion, reached the end). 
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C.T. = To the general assembly and church of the Firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of righteous men made perfect. 

 
Summary: 
1. We have come to the assembly that has all saints from all time frames.  Cf 12:1 
2. We specifically are the church of Jesus Christ who is the Firstborn from the dead.  Col 1:15,18; Heb 

1:6; Rev 1:5 
3. We are His bride.  Eph 5:27 
4. As Believers our names were written in the Lamb's Book of Life before the foundation of the world.  

Rev 21:27 
5. As human beings our names were written in the Book of Life before the foundation of the world. 
6. But those that die in unbelief are erased from this book.  Rev 3:5 cf 20:15 
7. This is cause for rejoicing.  Luke 10:20 
8. We have come to God, the judge of all.  Cf 4:15-16 
9. We have joined the ranks of others who were given God’s righteousness and thus completed. 
10. Analogies: 

A. General Assembly-all saints there to honor God. 
B. Church of the Firstborn-Jesus Christ’s (the Firstborn) bride. 
C. To God, the judge of all, means His standards have been met by Jesus Christ for us. 
D. To the “spirits of the righteous,” means that we have a fellowship of friends with a common 

bond. 
 
Heb 12:24 = We Have Come to Our Redeemer 
 
And to Jesus, the mediator (MESIT8S) of a new (VEOS) covenant (DIATH8K8), and to the sprinkled blood (on the 
mercy seat) which speaks better than the blood of Abel. 
 
C.T. = And to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood which speaks better than 

the blood of Abel. 
 
Summary: 
1. We have come to the One who paid the price for our citizenship. 
2. He stood in the middle for us to pay the price for His Father's holiness.  1 Tim 2:5 
3. He brought us a new covenant that is better. Heb 9 
4. He did so by propitiating the Father.  (sprinkled blood) 
5. The blood Abel brought was just a type to portray the real sacrifice for all time.  Cf 11:4 
6. If we love our neighbor we will want him to share with us in these things. 
7. We will pursue peace and remove roots of bitterness. 
8. God's grace is there to give away as the law has been satisfied and fulfilled in Christ.  Matt 5:17 
 
Heb 12:25 = The Final Warning 
 
See to it (Pres Act Imp BLEPW) that you do not refuse (M8 + Aor Mid Sub PARAITEOMAI = ask alongside from 
inferior to superior + neg.; refuse) Him who is speaking (Pres Act Ptc LALEW = now).  For if those did not 
escape (OUK + Aor Act Ind EKPHEUGW) when they refused (Aor Mid Ptc PARAITEOMAI) him who warned them 
on earth (Pres Act Ptc CHR8MATIDZW = to transact business, give advice, warn Cf 8:5;11:7; God warned 
Moses and Noah et al), much less shall we escape who turn away (Pres Mid Ptc APOSTREPHW = 10x) from Him 
who warns from Heaven. 
 
C.T. = See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking.  For if those did not escape when they refused 

him who warned them on earth, much less shall we escape who turn away from Him who warns from 
Heaven. 

 
Summary: 
1. This warning is against Believers turning their back on God. 
2. It follows a progression of steps. 

A. Drifting off course. 2:1 
B. Falling away. 3:12 
C. Choosing to stay. 4:11 
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D. Becoming complacent. 6:1 
E. Willful sinning. 10:26 
F. Don't let bitterness defile. 12:15 

3. This step is saying, "I don't care." 
4. Refusing God is no longer speaking from alongside him as an inferior to a superior.  (M8 + 

PARAITEOMAI) 
5. He is speaking to you through his word and through people and through creation itself. 
6. Notice again that Believers are being addressed. 
7. Punishment will be given to those who don't listen.  (cf Revelation, "He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear) 
8. God warned Moses and Noah what would happen or was going to happen so that they could pass it 

on. 
9. Those that did not listen did not escape. 
10. Ways of turning from God: 

A. Turning our backs on those in need.  Matt 5:42 
B. Taking matters into our own hands.  Matt 26:52 
C. Trying to buy ones way out of betrayal.  Matt 27:3 
D. Of bearing false witness.  Luke 23:14 
E. Of turning against God's apostles.  2 Tim 1:15 
F. Of turning from truth.  2 Tim 4:4; Titus 1:14 

11. God's plan includes the redeemer, servant who is to turn us from ungodliness and our wicked ways.  
Acts 3:26; Rom 11:26 

 
Heb 12:26 = A Shaking to Come 
 
And His voice shook (Aor Act Ind SALEUW = 15x) the earth then, but now He has promised (Perf Pas Ind 
EPAGGELLW), saying, "Yet once more I will shake (EGW + Fut Act Ind SEIW = 5x; the first word means to 
shake primarily by the action of wind or waves; this word means to shake to and fro as in an earthquake) not 
only the earth, but also the heaven." 
 
C.T. = And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, "Yet once more I will shake 

not only the earth, but also the heaven." 
 
Summary: 
1. When God gave the Law, the earth shook like a reed in the wind. 
2. God's shaking of the earth is worthy of praise. Jdg 5:1-4 
3. The Lord will shake the earth at the restoration of Israel.  Hag 2:1-10 
4. He will shake the powers of the heavens at the same time. Matt 24:29 & Mark 13:25 & Luke 21:26 
5. God can also shake the prisons you find yourself in. Acts 16:26 
6. Sometimes He shakes the place where you are to demonstrate that He is in control.  Acts 4:31 
7. Some people try to play God and "shake people up." Acts 17:13 
8. The Believer with a relationship with the Lord will not be easily shaken.  Matt 11:7 & Luke 7:24; Acts 

2:25; 2 Thes 2:2 cf Luke 6:48 
 
Heb 12:27 = Total Shaking 
 
And this expression, "Yet once more," denotes (Pres Act Ind D8LOW = to signify) the removing (METATHESIS = 
change of position; 3x; Cf 7:12;11:5) of those things which can be shaken, as of created things (Perf Pas Ptc 
POIEW), in order that those things which cannot be shaken (M8 + Pres Pas Ptc SALEUW) may remain (Aor Act 
Sub MENW). 
 
C.T. = And this expression, "Yet once more," signifies the change of position of those things which can be 

shaken, as of created things, in order that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 
 
Summary: 
1. Things that are made or manufactured will be done away with.  Isa 34:4 
2. They are already passing away.  1 Cor 7:31 
3. The test of what will remain is that of shakeability. 
4. Our old bodies will be changed for new ones.  1 Cor 15 
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5. This old heaven and earth will be removed and a new one created.  2 Pet 3 
6. The unshakeable part of our relationship with the Lord will remain. 
7. Therefore, seek things of eternal value. 
 
Heb 12:28 = The Conclusion 
 
Therefore, (DIO), since we receive (Pres Act Ptc PARALAMBANW = are receiving; in the process) a kingdom 
(BASILEIA) which cannot be shaken (ASALEUTOS = 2x; like a ship stuck in a reef Acts 27:41), let us show 
gratitude (Pres Act Sub 1 plural ECHW = hortatory subj. + CHARIS; may we have grace), by which we may offer 
to God (Pres Act Sub LATREUW = as a priest) an acceptable service (EUARESTWS = adv., 1x; well-pleasing; 
adv. of manner) with reverence (EULABEIA = 2x; cf 5:7; to take hold well; be devoted to; with devotion; as 
Jesus Christ did) and awe (DEOS = 1x); 
 
C.T. = Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, may we have grace by which 

we may offer to God a well-pleasing service with devotion and awe. 
 
Heb 12:29 = Why We Offer to God 
 
For our God is a consuming fire. 
 
C.T. = For our God is a consuming fire. 
 
Summary: 
1. Daniel spoke of this kingdom.  Dn2:44-45 
2. We are in the process of receiving this kingdom. 
3. We have already been placed into God's kingdom. Col 1:13 
4. So it is an issue of accepting and utilizing what is already there on a spiritual level. 
5. The kingdom and the church are compatible.  Acts 8:12;14:22;  19:8; 20:25; 28:23,31; Rom 14:17; 1 

Cor 4:20; 6:9,10; 15:24, 50; Gal 5:21; Eph 5:5; Col 1:13; 4:11; 1 Thes 2:12; 2 Thes 1:5; 2 Tim 4:1,18; 
Heb 1:8; Jas 2:5; 2 Pet 1:11; Rev 1:9 

6. This kingdom is based in grace. 
7. And thus cannot be shaken. 
8. When we appreciate this grace, we can offer to our God that which is well-pleasing in His sight.  Rom 

12:1 
9. It is offered because of our attachment to and affinity for Him.  (not hypocritical) 
10. It is offered out of sheer respect for His grace. 
11. Our God will one day stand as judge over our deeds.  2 Cor 5:10 et al 
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Hebrews 13:1-17 
Practical Principles for the Christian Life 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 
3. Final Plea for Persevering Faith (11:1-12:29) 
4. Conclusion (13:1-25) 

A. Practical Principles for the Christian Life (13:1-17) 
 
Heb 13:1 = Loving the Brethren 
 
Let (the) love of the brethren (PHILADELPHIA = 5x; PHILADELPHOS = 1x) continue (3x, Pres Act Imp MENW = 
to live, abide, dwell). 
 
C.T. = Let the love of the brethren abide. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is the 13th exhortation in Hebrews. 

A. Worship. 1:6 
B. Fear of missing a promise. 4:1 
C. Diligence to enter His rest. 4:11 
D. Hold fast the confession. 4:14 
E. Draw near with confidence. 4:16 
F. Press on to maturity. 6:1 
G. Draw near with faith. 10:22 
H. Hold fast our hope. 10:23 
I. Consider how to stimulate to love. 10:24 
J. Lay aside encumbrances. 12:1 
K. Run the race. 12:1 
L. Show gratitude. 12:28 

2. Individually we form a corporate body which is to seek to fulfill these exhortations. 
3. Yet each one, including this one, requires a personal application, whether or not anyone else does. 
4. Brotherly love involves loving one's brother also as a friend (philos).  
5. Some parts of this brotherly love involve: 

A. Being a lover of good.  (PHILAGATHOS = Titus 1:8) 
B. A wife loving her husband.  (PHILANDROS = Titus 2:4) 
C. Saluting one another via contact. (PHIL8MA = Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 6:20; 2 Cor 13:12; 1 Thes 5:26; 

1 Pet 5:14) 
D. Being a lover of God.  (PHILOTHEOS = 2 Tim 3:4) 
E. Loving strangers.  (PHILOZENOS = Rom 12:13; Heb 13:2; 1 Tim 3:2) 
F. Loving mankind.  (PHILANTHRWPIA = Acts 28:2; Titus 3:4) 
G. Affectionate to one another.  (PHILOSTORGOS = Rom 12:10) 
H. Loving children.  (PHILOTEKNOS = Titus 2:4) 
I. Loving Godly honor.  (PHILOTIMEOMAI = Rom 15:20; 2 Cor 5:9; 1 Thes 4:11) 

6. There are also hindrances to brotherly love: 
A. Being a lover of money.  (PHILARGURIA = 1 Tim 6:10) 
B. Covetous.  (PHILARGUROS = Luke 16:14; 2 Tim 3:2) 
C. A lover of self.  (PHILAUTOS = 2 Tim 3:2) 
D. A lover of pleasure.  (PHIL8DONOS = lover of hedonism;  2 Tim 3:4) 
E. Befriending the world.  (PHILIA = Jas 4:4) 
F. Loving strife.  (PHILONEIKIA = Luke 22:24) 
G. Contentious.  (PHILONEIKOS = 1 Cor 11:16) 
H. Worldly philosophies.  (PHILSOPHIA = Col 2:8) 
I. Loving first place.  (PHILOPRWTEUW = 3 John 9) 
J. Love to be seen praying.  Matt 6:5 
K. Love the places of honor.  Matt 23:6 
L. Love recognition by man.  Luke 20:46 
M. Loving anyone more than Jesus Christ.  Matt 10:37; 1 Cor 16:22 
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N. Loving of one's lifestyle.  John 12:25 
O. There are counterfeits.  Matt 26:48 & Mark 14:44 & Luke 22:47 
P. Being loved by the world.  John 15:19 
Q. One who loves to lie.  Rev 22:15 

7. We are commanded to be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Rom 12:10; Heb 13:1; 1 Pet 3:8 
8. The model church does not need to have this consistently pointed out.  1 Thes 4:9 
9. This love is to be sincere and growing in intensity. 1 Pet 1:22 
10. It is part of our objective in the Christian life. 2 Pet 1:7 
11. This type of love is honorable and virtuous. 

A. The Father loves the Son with this love.  John 5:20 
B. Jesus loved Lazarus this way.  John 11:3,26 
C. When we love Jesus as a friend, the Father loves us as a friend.  John 16:27 
D. Jesus loved John this way.  John 20:2 
E. Jesus asked this of Peter.  John 21:15-17 

12. Jesus rebukes His friends when necessary.  Rev 3:19 
13. Loving the brethren is to be part of our life. 
 
Heb 13:2 = The First Example of Loving the Brethren—Hospitality 
 
Do not neglect (M8 + Pres Mid Imp EPILANTHANW = 8x; to escape notice; Cf 6:10, forget) to show hospitality to 
strangers (PHILOZENIA = a love/friendship to strangers), for by this some have entertained (Aor Act Ptc 
ZENIDZW = 10x; to lodge, entertain) angels without knowing it. (Aor Act Ind LANTHANW = to escape notice, be 
unaware) 
 
C.T. = Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without 

knowing it. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is the first of eleven examples of loving the brethren. 
2. We have already been clearly told that God will not forget our ministry to the saints.  Cf 6:10 
3. Nothing escapes God's notice.  Luke 12:6 (sparrows) 
4. We forget what kind of person we really are.  Jas 1:24 
5. And we should forget the things that are past.  Php 3:13 
6. We may even forget to bring along necessities for a journey.   Matt 16:5 & Mark 8:14 
7. But let us not forget to display friendship to those we do not yet know.  (PHILOZENIA) 
8. Hospitality could bring with it some unexpectedly happy events.  (don't look for angels first and then 

offer your hospitality) 
9. Hospitality was and is important to spreading God's word.  (they didn't tie up money for lodging) 
 
Heb 13:3 = The Second Example—Compassion on Prisoners 
 
Remember (Pres Mid Imp MIMN8SKW = keep on; keep in frame of reference) the prisoners (DESMIOS), as 
though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated (Pres Pas Ptc KAKOUCHEW = 2x; Cf 11:37; to receive 
evil), since you yourselves are also in the body. 
 
C.T. = Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you 

yourselves are also in the body. 
 
Summary: 
1. This command involves not only the literal but the spiritual. 
2. A prisoner is one who has been bound. (literal or spiritual) 
3. Those who are "prisoners of Christ" clearly need to be remembered.  Eph 3:1;4:1; 2 Tim 1:8; Phle 1,9 
4. In the ancient world, prisoners often depended on people on the outside to provide the necessities. 
5. A person who helped a prisoner risked being identified with the prisoner and being incarcerated as 

well. 
6. So the command here includes a compassion that already identifies one with the prisoner. 
7. Those who are in spiritual bondage need help as well. 
8. When we stand in front of the Lord we will answer for our attitude about this.  Matt 25:31-46 



 125

9. We are also to be willing to help those who are under the direct attack of evil.  (we may be attacked 
too!) 

10. We must realize that it could be us who are imprisoned or attacked from evil. 
11. Would we not want someone to help us?  (Philadelphos) 
 
Heb 13:4 = The Third Example—Marriage 
 
Let marriage (HO GAMOS) be held in honor (TIM8) among all, And let the marriage bed (H8 + COIT8 = 4x; the 
place of lying down; a place of sexual intercourse, Rom 13:13; the place of conception Rom 9:10) be 
undefiled (AMIANTOS = 4x; free from contamination, undefiled); for fornicators (PORNOS) and adulterers 
(MOICHOS) God will judge (Fut Act Ind KRINW). 
 
C.T. = Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled;  for fornicators and 

adulterers God will judge. 
 
Summary: 
1. The third example of brotherly love is found in marriage. 
2. The institution of marriage is to be considered valuable and important. 
3. If one views marriage lightly here on earth, then they also view lightly their marriage to the Lamb. 

Rev 19:7,9 
4. The sexual part of marriage is to be free from contamination. 
5. This means that one is to save themself sexually for their spouse.  (not just physically but mentally 

as well) 
6. The marriage bed can be defiled by those who are not married, as they are involved with another 

person's future spouse. 
7. They are also defiling their own marriage bed. 
8. Adultery is when a married person has sex with someone other than their spouse. 
9. These sins destroy families and nations. 
10. Fornication is a major topic even in the New Testament. 

A. PORNEIA = fornication.  26 x 
B. PORNEUW = to fornicate.  8x 
C. PORNS = a harlot.  12x 
D. PORNOS = a fornicator.  10x 

11. As well as adultery. 
A. MOICHALIS = adulterous.  7x 
B. MOICHAOMAI = to commit adultery.  6x 
C. MOICHEIA = adultery. 3x 
D. MOICHEUW = to commit adultery.  14x 
E. MOICHOS = an adulterer.  4x 

12. Under the law, the penalty for these sins was death. 
13. Jesus pointed out that they extended to the mental attitude.  Matt 5:28 
14. These sins are extensions of the sin of idolatry. 
15. These sins are distortions of "loving the brethren." 
 
Heb 13:5 = The Fourth Example—Not Driven by Money 
 
Let your character (HO TROPOS = a fashion, manner, character, way of life) be free from the love of money 
(APHILARGUROS = that whole phrase in this word; 2x; 1 Tim 3:3), being content (Pres Mid Ptc ARKEW = 8x; 
to be content, have sufficiency, possessed of sufficient strength) with what you have (Def. Art.+ Pres Act Ptc 
PAREIMI); for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you (OU M8 + Aor Act Sub ANI8MI), nor (OUDE) will I ever 
forsake you (OU M8 + Aor Act Sub EGKATALEIPW = first word means to loosen the grip; second means to 
abandon)," 
 
C.T. = Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have;  for He Himself 

has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you," 
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Heb 13:6 = Money Tests Our Trusting God 
 
So that we confidently say, "The Lord is my helper (BO8THOS = 1x; verb 8x; to come to the aid of in either the 
physical or spiritual sense), I will not be afraid (OU + Fut Pas Ind PHOBEW), what shall man (ANTHRWPOS) do 
to me?" 
 
C.T. = So that we may confidently say, "The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid, what shall man do to me?" 
 
Summary: 
1. Being "free from the love of money" is a requirement for all Believers, not just an overseer.  Cf 1 Tim 3:3 
2. A "love of money/gain" is common in a religious unbeliever. Luke 16:14 
3. A "love of money/gain" is at the heart of evil.  1 Tim 6:10 
4. It is a characteristic of the last days.  2 Tim 3:2 
5. A "love of money" will do constant battle with "loving the brethren."  (PHILADELPHOS vs. 

PHILARGUROS) 
6. Money will become more important than hospitality.  Verse 2 
7. Money will become more important than helping those in need.  Verse 3 
8. Money will become more important than one's marriage.  (cf fornication and adultery in spiritual 

sense) 
9. Contentment is what is designed for the Believer, as greed is not fitting for saints.  Eph 5:3 

A. This is directly applied to wages.  Luke 3:14 
B. Because true insufficiency is met by God's sufficiency. John 6:7; 2 Cor 12:9 
C. This is also directly applied to food and clothing. 1 Tim 6:8 

10. Greed is part of idolatry.  Col 3:5 
11. A lack of contentment leads to division in the body of Christ.  3 John 9-11 
12. The reason we are to be content is because of a promise from the Lord himself.  Deut 31:6; Matt 

28:20 
13. When we believe the promise we can trust our Lord in any and every circumstance.  Php 4:11 
14. When we become humble enough to ask Him for help, He will answer.  Matt 15:25; Mark 9:22,24 
15. Our greatest "help" from the Lord was on the day of our salvation.  2 Cor 6:2 
16. So why should we fear being without money?  Psa 56;118:6 
 
Heb 13:7 = The Fifth Example—Remembering Leaders 
 
Remember those who led you, who spoke the word (LOGOS) of (the) God to you; and considering (Pres Act Ptc 
ANATHEWREW = to consider upward, 2x; Acts 17:23 (behold); to view as a spectator with careful 
observation of details) the result (EKBASIS = 2x; 1 Cor 10:13 (way of escape); a way out; an outcome, thus a 
result; what came from the inside-out) of their conduct (ANASTROPH8 = 13x; verb11x; to go to and fro; 
indicates one's manner of life and character; behavior), imitate (Pres Mid Imp MIMEOMAI = to ape, mimic, 
imitate; 4x; MIM8T8S = 7x) their (the) faith. 
 
C.T. = Remember those who lead you, who spoke the word of the God to you; and considering the result of 

their conduct (behavior), imitate the faith. 
 
Summary: 
1. Loving the brethren involves remembering those who are presently leading you spiritually. 
2. It also involves remembering those who have led you spiritually. 
3. Things we are told to remember: 

A. Lot's wife.  Luke 17:32  (don't look back) 
B. That persecution will occur.  John 15:20 
C. The effort others have made on your behalf.  Acts 20:31 
D. It is more blessed to give than to receive. Acts 20:35 
E. The poor.  Gal 2:10 
F. That Gentiles and Jews were made into one by Jesus.  Eph 2:11f 
G. Those who are imprisoned for the cause of Christ. Col 4:18 
H. The fruitful production of others.  1 Thes 1:3;2:9 
I. Jesus Christ.  2 Tim 2:8 
J. Where we fell from if we fall.  Rev 2:5 
K. What we have received and been taught from the Lord.  Rev 3:3 
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L. The prisoners.  Heb 13:3 
4. Notice that there was a spiritual content to this leading. 
5. Notice also that spiritual leaders are to be observed. 
6. In particular, their behavior: 

A. The apostles were under this observation.  2 Cor 1:12 
B. Worldly behavior should change after one becomes a Believer.  Gal 1:13; Eph 4:22 
C. Paul told Timothy to be an example.  1 Tim 4:12 
D. Good behavior shows wisdom.  Jas 3:13 
E. Our behavior is to be holy like Jesus' was.  1 Pet 1:15 
F. Our improper behavior was paid for with a price. 1 Pet 1:18 
G. Behavior among unbelievers was to be excellent so that they could be evangelized. 1 Pet 2:12 

7. Wives win husbands who are disobedient to the word by their chaste and respectful behavior. 1 Pet 3:1 
8. Only as a spiritual leader's behavior is honorable and excellent is it to be imitated.  Cf 6:12 
9. It should be of such a nature that one might say "do as I do."  2 Thes 3:7-9 
10. We should imitate Paul's evangelism.  1 Cor 4:16;11:1; 1 Thes 1:6;2:14 
11. We should imitate God.  Eph 5:1 
12. We imitate the faith of others based on their adherence to the object of faith. (this requires personal 

study so that you can evaluate.  It also requires knowing what is important to imitate.  Things that are usually 
imitated are the non-essentials) 

13. Specifically, by context, we are to love the brethren. 
 
Heb 13:8 = Why We Are to Love the Brethren 
 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, yes and forever. 
 
C.T. = Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, yes and forever. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus Christ always has and always will love the brethren. 
2. He shows hospitality to all by inviting them in to dine with Him. 
3. He came and visited the prisoners to set them free. 
4. He established marriage as Lord.  He waited for His bride as man and did not defile the marriage bed. 
5. He was content with what He had. 
6. He will not desert us nor forsake us.  John 10:27-29; Rom 8:35-39. 
7. He is still the Helper that calms our fears. 
8. We are to imitate Him in these respects.  1 Cor 11:1 
9. Do our spiritual leaders uphold these principles? 
10. Consider the behavior of the eternal one.  Col 1:13-18 
 
Heb 13:9 = The Sixth Example—Doctrinal Soundness 
 
Do not be carried away (Pres Pas Imp PERIPHERW = 5x) by varied and strange teachings (POIKILOS = 10x; 
varied; manifold; diverse; many-colored; variegated + ZENOS = foreign, alien, strange + DIDACH8 = 
teaching);  for it is good (KALOS) for the heart (KARDIA) to be strengthened by grace (Pres Pas Inf BEBAIOW = 
to make firm, secure, establish; stabilized), not by foods (OU + BRWMA), through which those who were thus 
occupied (Pres Act Ptc PARAPATEW) were not benefited. (OUK + Aor Pas Ind WPHELEW). 
 
C.T. = Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be stabilized 

by grace, not by foods, through which those who were thus occupied were not benefited. 
 
Summary: 
1. Accepting and embracing strangers does not imply that we accept and embrace their teachings as 

well. 
2. To not be carried away involves a spiritual growth beyond childhood.  Eph 4:14 
3. Some people will intentionally mislead others for personal gain.  Eph 4:14; Jude 12 
4. "Varied" teachings, by context, would include teachings that are in opposition to the principles just 

stated. 
5. "Strange" teachings would involve distortions of the gospel.   
6. Grace is the true stabilizer of the emotions. 
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7. It is inherently good for you when grace is your stabilizer. 
8. It is not simply the knowledge of the doctrine that provides the stability, but the relationship with the 

one who gives it. 
9. Many religions view food as the deliverer from all ills. 
10. Yet food will not truly stabilize the "heart." 
11. Again the issue appears:  the Creator or the created. 
 
Heb 13:10 = Leave Religion Behind 
 
We have an altar, from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right (EXOUSIA) to eat. 
 
C.T. = We have an altar, from which those who serve the tabernacle have no authority to eat. 
 
Summary: 
1. The altar is the place of sacrifice where the offeror partakes in the sacrifice. 
2. Thus we have an altar that is based on the cross. 
3. Those who are still serving under the law have an altar that is nothing but a religious symbol. 
4. They are actually involved in idolatry.  1 Cor 10:14-22 
5. Dining from the altar under the law required a certain level of authority. 
6. Dining on the "bread of heaven" does not require anything but submitting to the authority-Jesus 

Christ.  Verse 8 
7. Authority is not the issue in who eats from this altar-grace is.  Verse 9 
8. This altar is at the place where sacrifices are truly made-in the soul based upon the sacrifice of 

Christ Himself.  cf verse 7 (imitation) 
9. Those who are serving a copy and shadow of heavenly things need to leave them behind and follow 

the reality. 
 
Heb 13:11 = The Law 
 
For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the Holy Place by the high priest as an offering for sin 
are burned outside the camp. (PAREMBOL8 = military term) 
 
C.T. = For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an 

offering for sin, are burned outside the camp. 
 
Summary: 
1. God established this law as a picture of what would happen to the real sin-bearer.  Ex 29:10-14; Lev 

4:1-12; Num 19:3-9 
2. The sin-bearer would find himself outside the camp of Israel. 
 
Heb 13:12 = The Law Fulfilled 
 
 
Therefore (DIO) Jesus (reference to humanity) also, that He might sanctify (Aor Act Sub HAGIADZW) the people 
through His own blood, suffered (Aor Act Ind PASCHW) outside the gate. 
 
C.T. = Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the 

gate. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus fulfilled the Law. 
2. He came to be the sin offering for the people. 
3. Jesus' suffering was required to sanctify the people. 
4. Jesus knew He would have to suffer.  Luke 9:22 
5. We can come to know the fellowship of His sufferings.  Php 1:29;3:10; Col 1:24; 1 Pet 4:13 
6. Where we have suffering, we have comfort.  2 Cor 1:5-6 
7. Peter understood this principle well.  1 Pet  
8. We love our brother by not being involved in empty religion, and thus are doctrinally sound. 
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Heb 13:13 = The Seventh Example—Evangelization 
 
Hence, let us go out to Him (Pres Mid Sub EXERCHOMAI = keep going out; not to be saved but to remember 
his sacrifice) outside the camp (PAREMBOL8 = military), bearing (Pres Act Ptc PHERW) His reproach 
(ONEIDISMOS = 5x; verb10x; an object of disgrace, rebuke, defamation). 
 
C.T. = Hence, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is an exhortation to draw near to our Lord. 
2. To do this we come to the Cross. 
3. And we keep remembering the Cross. 
4. We should take others out to meet Him too. 
5. Specifically, those that reproach Him and us. 
6. Jesus bore the reproach of the Father.  Rom 15:3 
7. Bearing His reproach is part of not “shrinking back.”  Cf 10:32-39 
8. Bearing His reproach is actually greater wealth than all the wealth of Egypt.  Cf 11:26 
9. It is a blessing to be reproached for the name of Christ.  1 Pet 4:14 
10. We are to be careful that the "reproaches" are not justified. 1 Tim 3:7 
 
Heb 13:14 = Why 
 
For (reason for going to him outside the camp) here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking (Pres Act 
Ind EPIZ8TEW = 14x; to eagerly seek) the city which is to come. 
 
C.T. = For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are eagerly seeking the city which is to come. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer takes us back to chapter 11 and the heroes of the faith. 
2. And then on to chapter 12 and the importance of training and setting our sights on Jesus and 

Heaven and Christ's unshakeable Kingdom. 
3. In this city will be a love of the brethren. 
4. Which we are to begin to seek here on earth but will reach completion in the eternal state. 
5. This "city" is in the "country" that Abraham and the rest were seeking diligently.  Cf 11:14 
6. Yet, most seek after food, shelter and clothing. Matt 6:32-33 
7. Or they seek after a sign to get God to prove Himself-again. Matt 12:39 
8. When we love the brethren, we seek credit to their account. Php 4:17 
9. Where is our focus? 
 
Heb 13:15 = The Eighth Example—Thanking God 
 
Through Him then (DIA + AUTOS + OUN = through him therefore; a conclusion; out of love for the brethren), 
let us continually offer up (Pres Act Sub ANAPHERW = to carry up) a sacrifice of praise to God (THUSIA + 
AIVESIS = 1x; related to AINOS = a tale, narration, story of praise, commendation or approbation + DIA 
PANTOS = through all; add in and drop "continually" + dat. THEOS w/Def. Art.), that is, the fruit of the lips that 
give thanks (Pres Act Ptc HOMOLOGEW = are confessing) to His name. 
 
C.T. = Through Him therefore, let us offer up a sacrifice of praise through all to the God, that is, the fruit of 

the lips that are confessing His name. 
 
Summary: 
1. The eighth example of loving the brethren is praising God. 
2. Because loving the brethren and loving God go hand-in-hand.  1 John 4:20 
3. Praise to God goes through our high priest Jesus Christ. 
4. The praise in view is clearly corporate. Cf 10:25 
5. A sacrifice is giving away something that you could keep for yourself. 
6. It is carrying it up to the throne of God. (ANAPHERW)  
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7. This word for praise indicates the communication of the things that God has done in your life.  (could 
claim all the credit for yourself; more content than "praise God") 

8. We offer up praise to the Father because He offered up His Son.  Cf 7:27; 9:28 cf 1 Pet 2:5 (this is to 
be done in the Spirit) 

9. Praise with the lips however is not to come from a heart that is distant from God.  Matt 15:8-9 & Mark 
7:6-8; 1 Pet 3:10; Titus 1:16 

10. When we confess our Lord before mankind, He will confess our name before the Father and the 
angels. Matt 10:32-33 & Luke 12:8-9  (confession is not just an empty statement of fact-we have 
already seen in Matt 15:8-9 that God is not pleased with such things) cf John 9:22;12:42 

11. Confession is backed by a commitment.  Matt 14:7 
12. Confession indicates a realization of a fact.  Heb 11:13 
13. Thus confession of sin involves more than just an empty statement of fact.  1 John 1:9 
14. Confessing the Son involves more than just speaking His Name.  1 John 2:23 
15. Real confessions of the Son is part of fellowship with the Father.  1 John 4:15 
16. Those that do not confess Jesus' humanity are involved in the spirit of Antichrist.  1 John 4:2,3; 2 

John 7 
17. What this sacrifice and praise does is confess Jesus' Name.  cf Php 2:9-10 (over 120x in New 

Testament is the importance of the Name of Jesus expressed) 
18. We are to hold fast to this confession.  3:1; 4:14; 10:23 
 
Heb 13:16 = The Ninth Example-Fellowship with Others 
 
And do not neglect (M8 + Pres Mid Imp EPILANTHANW = cf verse 2; to escape notice, forget also 6:10; i.e. 
don't get so busy you forget) doing good (EUPOIIA = 1x; do good + Def. Art.) and (Granville-Sharp rule); even 
sharing (KOINWNIA = 20x; verb 9x; communion, fellowship, sharing in common); for with such sacrifices 
(THUSIA) God is pleased (Pres Pas Ind EUARESTEW). 
 
C.T. = And do not neglect doing good even sharing; for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 
 
Summary: 
1. We are not to forget this aspect of brotherly love. 
2. This is another aspect of praising God. (associating with others created in the image of God and brothers 

and sisters in Christ) 
3. Fellowship with others was an important part of the early church.  Acts 2:42 
4. Fellowship is to first and foremost be with the Trinity. 

A. The Father.  1 John 1:3 
B. The Son.  1 Cor 1:9; 10:16; 1 John 1:3 
C. The Spirit.  2 Cor 13:14; Php 2:1 

5. Fellowship with the Trinity of necessity must eliminate fellowship with the world.  2 Pet 1:4; 1 John 
1:6 
A. Fellowship with the world is seen in fellowshipping with the sins of others.  1 Tim 5:22; 2 

John 11 
B. Light has no fellowship with darkness.  2 Cor 6:14 
C. Judging others will illegitimately break fellowship.  Php 4:15 
D. Pharisees deny that they would or could make the same mistakes that were made in the past.  

Matt 23:29-36 
6. There are many areas of fellowship described in scripture. 

A. Helping saints in need.  Rom 12:13; 15:26-27; 2 Cor 8:4; 9:13; 1 Tim 6:17-19 
B. Sharing spiritual things with other races and cultures. Rom 15:27 
C. Sharing all good things wy areas of fellowship described in scripture. 
D. The sharing of humanity.  Heb 2:14 
E. The sharing of the sufferings of Christ.  1 Pet 4:13; Php 3:10 
F. The fellowship of missionaries.  Gal 2:9; 2 Cor 8:23 
G. The fellowship of the mystery-the Church.  Eph 3:9 
H. The fellowship of the Gospel.  Php 1:5 
I. The fellowship of the faith.  Phle 6 
J. The fellowship of walk ing in the light.  1 John 1:7 
K. Fellowship with the sufferings of others.  2 Cor 1:7; Heb 10:33 
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L. The fellowship between two Believers helping to restore the fellowship between two other 
Believers.  Phle 17 

M. The fellowship of the coming glory.  1 Pet 5:1 
7. God is pleased when you give of yourself to help others in His name.  (time, money, energy et al) 
8. This model follows the pattern of His Beloved Son in whom He was well-pleased. 
 
Heb 13:17 = The Tenth Example—Respect for Authority 
 
Obey (Pres Mid Imp PEITHW = 55x; cf 2:13 "trust";6:9 "to be persuaded, convinced; to persuade/convince 
yourself; this word is related to PISTEUW where one is convinced because they believe; the word does not 
mean a submission to authority but an obedience resulting from persuasion; have confidence in; translate: 
keep convincing yourselves) your leaders (Def. Art. + Pres Act Ptc H8GEOMAI = about the ones leading you), 
and submit to them (Pres Act Imp HUPEIKW = 1x; to retire; withdraw; yield under; give a place to; EIKW = 1x; 
Gal 2:5; translate: keep giving a place to them); for they keep watch (Pres Act Ind AGRUPNEW = 4x; noun 2x; 
literally means to chase away sleep so as to keep watch; not a mere being awake but alert) over your souls, as 
those who will give an account (Fut Act Ptc APODIDWMI = give from; account for).  Let them do this (Pres Act 
Sub POIEW = Hortatory Subjunctive; "this" = keep watch)  with joy (CHARA) and not with grief (M8 + Pres Act 
Ptc STENADZW = 6x; stenagmos = 2x; an inward, unexpressed feeling of sorrow, groan, sigh, grief) for this 
would be unprofitable for you (ALUSITELES = 1x; not advantageous, not useful, not worth the expense 
involved). 
 
C.T. = Keep convincing yourselves about the ones leading you, and keep giving a place to them; for they 

keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not 
grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 

 
Summary: 
1. You as a sheep are to make decisions about your spiritual leaders based on the results of their 

behavior.  Cf 13:7 
2. This does not teach a blind submission to authority but one in which you are persuaded by God's 

word and the Holy Spirit to follow certain spiritual leaders. (are they seeking the truth or are they 
convinced that they already have it?  Pharisees vs people) 

3. When you choose spiritual leaders to follow give them a place in your life.  (brotherly love-prayer et al) 
4. A spiritual leader functions as a shepherd of souls. 
5. A spiritual leader never forgets who the Chief Shepherd is. 
6. Inherent in this "watching over" is a concern for the sheep.  (sleepless nights) 
7. It is not an issue of authority. 
8. Those who are shepherds will give an account/reckoning to the Chief Shepherd. (that is you) 
9. They are commanded to be alert/awake.  Matt 13:33 & Luke 21:36; 
10. All Believers are to be alert.  Eph 6:18 (takes Holy Spirit + prayer) 
11. Servants of Christ will lose some sleep for His sake.  2 Cor 6:5;11:27 
12. The writer exhorts the Believer to let the leader lead with joy which implies without letting the flesh 

attack him. 
13. Many times leaders will not express their grief over sheep who are giving them problems. 
14. And part of life is groaning in the good sense of waiting to meet our Lord face-to-face.  Rom 8:23; 2 

Cor 5:2,4 
15. But to groan at one another in the sense of complaining is a judgmental act.  Jas 5:9 
16. The time spent complaining about leaders costs you more than you will gain. 
17. Working with spiritual leaders is a characteristic of brotherly love. 
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Hebrews 13:18-19 
Request for Prayer 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 
3. Final Plea for Persevering Faith (11:1-12:29) 
4. Conclusion (13:1-25) 

A. Practical Principles for the Christian Life (13:1-17) 
B. Request for Prayer (13:18-19) 

 
Heb 13:18 = The Eleventh Example—Prayer 
 
Pray (Pres Mid Imp PROSEUCHOMAI = 85x; to pray to the face of; noun used 37x; most common word for 
prayer.  Most general term.  Used here for intercessory prayer) for us (PERI = concerning), for we are sure 
(Pres Pas Ind PEITHW = are being persuaded; same word used in v17) that we have (Pres Act Ind ECHW) a 
good conscience (KALOS = inherently good + SUNEID8SIS = 32x; cf 9:9,14;10:2,22; a knowing with, a co-
knowledge with oneself; standards of right and wrong; here the writers are claiming a clear conscience), 
desiring (Pres Act Ptc THELW) to conduct ourselves (Pres Mid Inf ANASTREPHW = 11x; Cf 10:33; to turn 
back/upward; in middle to move about in a place, indicating a manner of life/conduct) honorably (KALWS = 
adv.; well) in all things. 
 
C.T. = Pray for us, for we are being persuaded that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct 

ourselves honorably in all things. 
 
Summary: 
1. Praying for others is the last example the writers give of loving the brethren. 
2. Possibly this verse is why the Holy Spirit chose to not reveal the writers of this epistle. 
3. Instead of being perceived as simply a personal request from a writer of scripture, it is to be 

understood as a general command to pray for spiritual leaders. 
4. The reason that they ask for prayer is because their life is telling them that they are doing what is 

right.  (quite an unusual request; usually requests for prayers are out of need in certain areas) 
5. Thus the writers are concerned about getting blindsided by a subtle form of arrogance that begins to 

think oneself outside the realm of sin.  (being persuaded = from outside source, life going well; passing 
tests; gaining victories; others telling you how great you are) 

6. After great spiritual victories can easily come some of our greatest spiritual defeats.  Cf Elijah 
7. The writer(s) has the maturity and humility to realize this. 
8. Examples of praying for others: 

A. Praying for those who persecute you.  Matt 5:43-48 
B. Praying that you may forgive someone who wronged you. Matt 6:8-15 
C. For children.  Matt 19:13 
D. While they are under tremendous pressure.  Matt 26:36f 
E. While incarcerated for the cause of Christ.  Acts 12:12 
F. Those going on missionary journeys.  Acts 13:3 
G. Those appointed to leadership positions.  Acts 14:23;20:36 
H. While sharing tough circumstances with them.  Acts 16:25 
I. When you don't know what to pray.  Rom 8:26 
J. In the spirit for the alertness of all.  Eph 6:18 
K. That love will abound.  Php 1:9 
L. Thanksgiving for the faith, hope and love of others.  Col 1:3-4 
M. That God may count them worthy of their calling.  2 Thes 1:11-12 
N. To be led by the men.  1 Tim 2:8; Acts 16:25 

9. Our verse points out that we pray that the valid desires of others will be fulfilled. 
10. How much of our prayer time is spent for others? 
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Heb 13:19 = A Personal Request 
 
And I urge you (Pres Act Ind PARAKALEW) all the more to do this (i.e. pray), that I may be restored to you the 
sooner (Aor Pas Sub APOKATHIST8MI = 8x; only use in epistles; used in the Papyrii of financial restitution, 
to stand based on a standard from one place to another; to restore). 
 
C.T. = And I urge you all the more to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer here makes a personal urgent appeal for prayer. 
2. Something is preventing their fellowship together. 
3. The restoration may be needed due to a physical or health problem.  Matt 12:13 & Mark 3:5 & Luke 

6:10 (restoring a man's withered hand); Mark 8:25 (restoring sight) 
4. Or he may have been incarcerated. 
5. We do not need all the details when someone asks us to pray for them. 
6. We must constantly realize the power of prayer. 
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Hebrews 13:20-21 
Bendiction 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 
3. Final Plea for Persevering Faith (11:1-12:29) 
4. Conclusion (13:1-25) 

A. Practical Principles for the Christian Life (13:1-17) 
B. Request for Prayer (13:18-19) 
C. Benediction (13:20-21) 

 
Heb 13:20 = The Recipient of the Writer's Prayer 
 
Now the God of Peace, who brought up (Aor Act Ptc ANAGW) from the dead the Great (MEGAS) Shepherd 
(POIM8N) of the sheep through (EN) the blood of the eternal covenant (DIATH8K8), even Jesus our Lord, 
 
C.T. = Now the God of Peace, who brought up from the dead the Great Shepherd of the sheep through the 

blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul frequently referred to the "God of Peace."  Rom 15:33; 16:20; 2 Cor 13:11; Php 4:9; 1 Thes 5:23 
2. "Peace" connotes the fullest prosperity of the whole man. 
3. It is God in whom all of our well-bring is centered. 
4. This would be important to the readers who had to cope with some serious persecution and 

opposition and possibly some leaders who should not have been imitated. 
5. The resurrection of Jesus Christ proved who is the real God of Peace. 
6. Notice who is the real "Great" Shepherd. 

A. And the Good Shepherd.  John 10:11 
B. And the Chief Shepherd.  1 Pet 5:4 
C. And the Soul Shepherd.  1 Pet 2:25 

7. And notice who are the sheep. 
8. And notice the payment necessary for peace to be established. 
9. But also recognize the grace seen in the eternal covenant. 
 
Heb 13:21 = Content of the Prayer 
 
Equip you (Aor Act Inf KATARTIDZW = 13x; the word indicates to mend or fix that which is broken so that it 
may again be useable; also looks at the supplies needed to do so; hence "equip") in every good thing (Pres 
Act Sub + AGATHOS) to do His will (Aor Act Inf POIEW + THEL8MA), working (Pres Act Ptc POIEW = doing) in 
us that which is pleasing in His sight (EUARESTOS), through (DIA) Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 
C.T. = Equip you in every good thing to do His will, doing in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer's closing prayer for the recipients is that God will fix what is broken in their lives and thus 

equip them to do His will. 
2. This is a prayer both for spiritual and physical provision. 
3. It is not a prayer for provision to carry out self-will. 
4. Notice that the writer includes himself with the hearers when He speaks of God working in and 

through us. 
5. Presenting our bodies to God for service pleases Him.  Rom 12:1,2 
6. Not placing stumbling-blocks in a brother's way is pleasing to God.  Rom 14:18 (cf our context of 

brotherly love) 
7. Our ambition should be to be well-pleasing to God. 2 Cor 5:9 
8. But we have to learn what pleases Him.  Eph 5:10 
9. Sharing with others pleases Him.   Php 4:18; Heb 13:16 
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10. Children obeying their parents pleases Him.  Col 3:20 
11. What is done is through and in the person of Jesus Christ. 
12. Who has earned the glory. 
13. Please reflect this week on the depth found in these last two verses. 



 136

Hebrews 13:22-23 
Personal Remarks 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 
3. Final Plea for Persevering Faith (11:1-12:29) 
4. Conclusion (13:1-25) 

A. Practical Principles for the Christian Life (13:1-17) 
B. Request for Prayer (13:18-19) 
C. Benediction (13:20-21) 
D. Personal Remarks (13:22-23) 

 
Heb 13:22 = The Exhortation to Be Exhorted 
 
But I urge you brethren (Pres Act Ind PARAKALEW = to call alongside; to comfort, encourage, beseech, urge, 
exhort), bear with (Pres Mid Imp ANECHOMAI = to have/hold up; in middle, hold oneself up; in the sense of 
endure) this word of exhortation (LOGOS + PARAKL8SIS), for I have written to you (Aor Act Ind EPISTELLW = 
3x; Acts 15:20;21:25; to write a letter/epistle) briefly (BRACHUS = little, few; lit: through (DIA) a few). 
 
C.T. = But I exhort you, brethren, bear with this word of exhortation, for I have written to you briefly. 
 
Summary: 
1. The writer asks us to be encouraged by this epistle. 
2. This entire epistle is viewed as one short word of exhortation. 
3. Even though it contains seven warnings: 

A. The danger of drifting away. 2:1 
B. The danger of falling away. 3:12 
C. The danger of disobedience. 4:11 
D. The danger of immaturity. 6:1 
E. The danger of willful sin. 10:26 
F. The danger of lack of grace. 12:15 
G. The danger of refusal. 12:25 

4. The exhortations give us the means to endure: 
A. Evil and adulterous generations.  Matt 17:17 & Mark 9:19 & Luke 9:41 
B. False accusations.  Acts 18:14 
C. Persecution.  1 Cor 4:12;  2 Thes 1:4 
D. Communicators of truth.  2 Cor 11:1,4 
E. So that we may recognize areas where we are enduring that we should not be enduring.  2 

Cor 11:19-20 
F. One another.  Eph 4:2; Col 3:13 
G. Sound teaching.  2 Tim 4:3 

5. The "exhortation" found in the exhortations: 
A. To worship. 1:6 
B. Valid fear. 4:1 
C. Diligence. 4:11 
D. Hold fast our confession. 4:14 
E. Draw near to throne of grace. 4:16 
F. Press on to maturity. 6:1 
G. Sincerely draw near. 10:22 
H. Hold fast without wavering. 10:23 
I. Consider how to stimulate one another to love. 10:24 
J. Lay aside every encumbrance. 12:1 
K. Run with endurance. 12:1 
L. Show gratitude. 12:28 
M. Love the brethren. 13:1 

1). Show hospitality. 13:2 
2). Remember those in bondage. 13:3 
3). Honor marriage. 13:4 
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4). Don't love money. 13:5 
5). Remember your leaders. 13:7 
6). Be doctrinally sound. 13:9 
7). Meet Jesus at the cross. 13:13 
8). Offer a sacrifice of praise. 13:15 
9). Fellowship. 13:16 
10). Be persuaded by your leaders. 13:17 
11). Pray. 13:18 

6. This leads us to a better life because: 
A. Christ is the better messenger. 1:1-3 
B. Christ is the better apostle. 3:1-4:13 
C. Christ is the better priest. 4:14-7-28 
D. Christ brings a better covenant. 8:1-9:28 
E. Christ offered a better sacrifice. 10:1-31 
F. Christ brought a better way-faith. 10:32-12:29 
G. We can come to love the brethren as He did. 13:1-25 

7. We are exhorted because our Lord Jesus Christ is superior: 
A. To prophets. 1:1-3 
B. To angels. 1:4-2:18 
C. To lawgivers. 3:1-19 
D. To human works. 4:1-13 
E. To other priests. 4:14-10:18 
F. To any other way. 10:19-13:25 

 
Heb 13:23 = Hope of Reunion 
 
Take notice (Pres Act Imp GINWSKW) that our brother Timothy has been released (Perf Pas Ptc APOLUW), with 
whom, if (EAN = 3rd cl) he comes (Pres Mid Sub ERCHOMAI) soon, I shall see you. 
 
C.T. = Take notice that our brother Timothy has been released, with whom, if he comes soon, I shall see you. 
 
Summary: 
1. Timothy was a frequent companion of Paul’s. 
2. We cannot determine if Timothy was released from prison or simply set out on a journey to see the 

writer(s). 
3. The point here is the desire for fellowship. 
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Hebrews 13:24-25 
Greeting and Final Benediction 

 
1. The Superiority of Christ to Old Covenant Leaders (1:1-7:28) 
2. The Superior Sacrificial Work as our High Priest (8:1-10:39) 
3. Final Plea for Persevering Faith (11:1-12:29) 
4. Conclusion (13:1-25) 

A. Practical Principles for the Christian Life (13:1-17) 
B. Request for Prayer (13:18-19) 
C. Benediction (13:20-21) 
D. Personal Remarks (13:22-23) 
E. Greetings and Final Benediction (13:24-25) 

 
Heb 13:24 = Greetings to All 
 
Greet (Aor Mid Imp ASPADZOMAI = salute) all of your leaders (Pres Mid Ptc H8GEOMAI = used in verses 7,17) 
and all the saints.  Those from Italy greet you. 
 
C.T. = Salute all of your leaders and all the saints.  Those from Italy greet you. 
 
Summary: 
1. This letter is personal as it is not written to any specific leader(s) nor to the church in general. 
2. This is not Paul's normal method of operation. 
3. The phrase "those from Italy" greet you does not in and of itself indicate whether the letter is being 

written from Italy or it is coming from Italians who no longer live in Italy. 
4. The point is that the letter is written to you personally and it is designed in part for you to salute your 

spiritual leaders and other saints. 
 
Heb 13:25 = Brotherly Love Again 
 
Grace (H8 CHARIS = the grace) be with you all.  
 
C.T. = The grace be with you all. 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul commonly closes his letters with a phrase similar to this. 
2. Yet the point is the writer(s) love for the brethren. 
3. He desires God's ongoing grace to be poured out on them. 
 


