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Introduction: 
1. Written by Paul from Roman prison about 60 A.D. 
2. It was sent to Philemon. 
3. It may well have been the letter to Laodicea of Colossians 4:16. 
4. This is a beautiful letter of intercession for Onesimus, a runaway slave. 
 
Outline: 
1. Greetings  1:1-3 
2. Introduction to Personal Request  1:4-9 
3. Content of Personal Request  1:10-20 
4. Confidence in Philemon  1:21-22 
5. Salutations  1:23-25 
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Philemon 1:1-3 
Greetings 

 
Outline: 
1. Greetings  1:1-3 
 
1:1 = Greetings 

 
Paul, a prisoner (DESMIOS = 16x; captive physically) of Christ Jesus   (physically in prison, spiritually a 
slave to Christ), and Timothy our brother (in Christ), to Philemon (his name means “loving”) our beloved 
(brother)  (lit: the beloved) and fellow-worker (Granville sharp rule = even fellow-worker), 
 
C.T. = Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon the beloved even fellow-

worker, 
 
1:2 = Continued 
 
and to Apphia our sister (Philemon's wife), and to Archippus our fellow soldier (his son?), and to the church in 
your house: 
 
C.T.  = and to Apphia our sister, and to Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the church in your house: 

 
1:3 = Continued 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
C.T. = Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Summary: 
1. This letter has the form of a commendation. 
2. Paul's request will be based on Philemon's past commendable service. 
3. Paul's personal relationship with Philemon, not his office are part of the appeal.  Cf 1:8-9 
4. The address is to Philemon's household as well since they share in this personal property.  

(Wife/son co-owner, heir) 
5. It is also to the church that they may forgive and accept Onesimus. 
6. Paul's prayer is that Philemon be blessed for giving up his property and for the love and peace of 

soul concerning the decision. 



 4

Philemon 1:4-9 
Introduction to Personal Request 

 
Outline: 
1. Greetings  1:1-3 
2. Introduction to Personal Request  1:4-9 
 
1:4 = Paul's Thanksgiving 
 
I thank (Pres Act Ind EUCHARISTEW = thanksgiving that recognizes the goodness of grace; ongoing 
thanks) my God always making mention of you in my prayers, 
 
C.T. = I thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers, 

 
1:5 = Reasons 
 
because I hear (Pres Act Ptc AKOUW = denotes more than once, a consistency to his life) of your love, and 
of the faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus  (prep. PROS = toward the face of) and toward (prep EIS = 
into) all the saints; 

 
C.T. = because I hear of your love and of the faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and into all the 
saints; 
 
1:6 = Specific Request 
 
and I pray that the fellowship (KOINWNIA) of your faith may become effective (Aor Mid Sub GINOMAI = usually 
to become something one is not; Paul will present an area to consider  + ENERG8S = operative) through 
the knowledge (EPIGNWSIS = full knowledge) of every good thing (AGATHOS = becomes good) which is in 
you (already a resident) for Christ's sake. 
 
C.T. =  and I pray that the fellowship of your faith may become operative through the full knowledge of 

every good thing which is in you for Christ's sake. 
 
Summary: 
1. It is encouraging to hear that someone is praying for your benefit.  
2. Philemon's love and faith toward the Lord is being displayed toward the brethren.  
3. Paul does not mention Philemon's "hope" specifically but the implications are very strong.  
4. Where there is giving with the right attitude, there is confident expectation of reward. 1 Cor 9:10-11 
5. Paul will present a tremendous opportunity for divine good.  
6. The potential to do it already resides in Philemon, as in we who believe; the fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

 
1:7 = Philemon a Joy and  Comfort 
 
For I have come to have much joy (CHARA = grace blessing) and comfort (PARAKL8SIS = a calling 
alongside, comfort, encouragement) in your love.  Because the hearts (SPLANGCHNA = the bowels, 
tenderest affections, emotions) of the saints have been refreshed (Perf Pas Ind ANAPAUW = to cause to 
cease upward, refresh) through you, brother. 
 
C.T. = For I have come to have much joy and comfort in your love, because the affections of the saints 

have been refreshed through you, brother. 
 
Summary: 
1. Philemon's hospitality to those present affected those absent. 
2. Philemon's service to the Lord renewed the service of others, indicating he had a contagious zeal. 
3. An important function of fellowship is to refresh each other by our love for the Lord and others. 
4. Is our attitude and lifestyle such that it encourages others? 
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1:8 = Confidence in Philemon 
 
Therefore (conj. DIO = strongest inferential conjunction; due to Philemon's love, faith, encouragement to 
others), though I have enough confidence in Christ to order you to do that which is proper, 
 
C.T. = Therefore, though I have enough confidence in Christ to order you to do that which is proper,  
 
1:9 = Encouragement to Comply 
 
yet for love's sake I rather appeal to you (Pres Act Ind PARAKALEW = call you alongside; encourage) --since 
I am such a person as Paul, the aged (PRESBUT8S = old man) and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus-- 
 
C.T. = yet for love's sake I rather appeal to you--since I am such a person as Paul, the aged, and now 

also a prisoner of Christ Jesus-- 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul has the authority to order Philemon to carry out his wishes.  
2. But he desires that Philemon execute the request from an honest desire rather than as an 

obligation.  
3. Forgiveness and pardon must come from a willing heart.  
4. Anything less would not have brought about the desired unity.  
5. It is a test to forgive as Christ forgave. Colossians 3:13 
6. It is a beautiful testimony of what Christ did for us. 



 6

Philemon 1:10-20 
Content of Personal Request 

 
Outline: 
1. Greetings  1:1-3 
2. Introduction to Personal Request  1:4-9 
3. Content of Personal Request  1:10-20 
 
1:10= The Appeal 
 
I appeal (Pres Act Ind PARAKALEW = encourage, call alongside) to you for my child whom I have begotten in 
my imprisonment, Onesimus (his name means useful or profitable), 
 
C.T. = I appeal to you for my child, whom I have begotten in my imprisonment, Onesimus, 
 
1:11 = Past & Present 
 
who formerly was useless (ACHR8STOS =  1x; word means "not profitable, useful, serviceable"; a beautiful 
and humorous play on words) to you, but now is useful (EUCHR8STOS = 3x; 2 Timothy 2:21; 4:11; add:  
“very” no good way to translate this to display what he is saying) both to you and to me. 
 
C.T. = who formerly was useless to you, but now is very useful both to you and to me. 
 
Summary: 
1. In view of the radical nature of this request, Paul introduces a little humor. 
2. Onesimus did not live up to his name in the past but now is exceeding it. 
3. He certainly was not "Christlike." (cf  chrestos vs Christos) 
4. Philemon is also Paul's "child."  cf 1:19 
5. Salvation is a new beginning.  
6. Even a runaway slave can become useful and profitable in the plan of God. (The issue is not 

money but eternity) 
 
1:12 = The Closeness of the Relationship 
 
And I have sent him back (Aor Act Ind ANAPEMPW = sent him up, i. e. in humility) to you in person, that is, 
sending my very heart (SPLAGCHNA = tenderest affections, cf v7 what Philemon did for the saints), 
 
C.T. = And I have sent him back to you in person, that is (sending) my tenderest affections, 
 
1:13 = Paul's Desire 
 
whom I wished (Ipf Mid Ind BOULOMAI = the deliberate exercise of volition (Vine’s dictionary), purposed, 
desired) to keep with me (Pres Act Inf KATECHW = to have based on a standard), that in your behalf (prep. 
HUPER) he might minister (Pres Act Sub = DIAKONEW = emphasizes the act of service) to me in my 
imprisonment for the gospel; 
  
C.T. = whom I wished to keep with me that in your behalf he might minister to me in my imprisonment for 

the gospel; 
 
1:14 = It's Philemon's Decision 
 
but without your consent (GNWM8 = 8x;opinion, judgment, viewpoint, a result of knowing, consent) I did not 
want to do anything (Aor Act Ind THELPW = to will + Aor Act Inf POIEW = desire to do), that your goodness 
(AGATHOS = that which becomes good) should not be as it were by compulsion (prep KATA = according to 
+ ANAGK8 = necessity, cf 2 Corinthians 9:7; 18x), but of your own free will (prep KATA + HEKOUSION = 1x; 
adv. 2x Hebrews 10:26; 1 Peter 5:2; voluntarily, willingly). 
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C.T. = but without your consent I did not desire to do anything, that your goodness should not be as it 
were by compulsion, but of your own free will. 

 
Summary: 
1. Paul wants Philemon to receive something good for the use of his resources. 
2. Paul and Onesimus have become very close. (as master/slave relationship should be) 
3. Anyone convinced against his will is unconvinced still.  
4. True service to God is from a willing decision. (In spite of the "pressure" applied, Philemon must want 

to do it) 
5. Sin can follow the same pattern.  Hebrews 10:26 
 
1:15 = Providence? 
 
For perhaps (adv. TACHA = usually hastily, quickly, soon; used to introduce a possibility) he was for this 
reason parted from you for a while, that you should have him back forever, 
 
C.T. =  For perhaps he was for this reason parted from you for a while, that you should have him back 

forever,  
 

1:16 = The New Relationship 
 
no longer as a slave  (DOULOS = with emphasis on the master), but more than a slave, a beloved brother, 
especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 
C.T. = no longer .as a slave, but more than a slave, a beloved brother, especially to me, but how much 

more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul is not trying to justify Onesimus's sin.  Romans 6:1 
2. But pointing out that the Lord can take a bad situation and work it out for good.  Genesis 50:20 
3. Paul, in fact, requires Onesimus to return the wrong.  (he does not excuse the sin) 
4. Paul desires these two to have a higher master and slave relationship.  
5. Only the Lord can take a bad situation and work it for good.  
6. Permitting a bad situation to occur may be the only thing that will wake some up.  God doesn't 

order anyone to sin. 
 
1:17 = Personal Plea 
 
If then you regard me a partner (Pres Act Ind ECHW + KOINWNOS = a sharer, companion, partner), accept 
him as (you would) me. 
 
C.T. = If then you regard me a partner, accept him as you would me. 
 
1:18 = The Debt 
 
But if he has wronged you (1st class +Aor Act Ind ADIKEW = did that which was not just) in any way (and he 
has), or owes you anything, charge that to my account (Pres Act Imp. OPHEILEW = 2x; Romans 5:13; impute 
that to me); 
 
C.T. = But if he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, impute that to me; 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul, Philemon and Onesimus are fellow workers, bond-slaves and brothers in the Lord. 
2. Paul agrees to make even financial restoration if Philemon should require. 
3. Paul's intercession is a clear-cut example of application of Christ "being formed in you."   

Galatians 4:19 
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1:19 = Paul 's Capital 
 
I, Paul, writing this with my own hand (valid contract), I will repay it (lest I should mention to you that you owe me 
even your own self as well). 
 
C.T. = I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand, I will repay it (lest I should mention to you that you owe 

to me even your own self as well). 
 
1:20 = A Personal Plea 
 
Yes, brother, let me benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ (Aor Act Imp. ANAPAUW + 
SPLAGCHNA = tenderest affections cf v7). 
 
C.T. = Yes, brother, let me benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my tenderest affections in Christ. 
 
Summary: 
1. When you are appealing for the welfare of another, it is valid to point out the debts owed you.  
2. It is also valid to make a personal request. 
3. And to put people on the spot to do what is right. 
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Philemon 1:21-22 
Confidence in Philemon 

 
Outline: 
1. Greetings  1:1-3 
2. Introduction to Personal Request  1:4-9 
3. Content of Personal Request  1:10-20 
4. Confidence in Philemon  1:21-22 
 
1:21 = Paul's Confidence 
 
Having confidence (Perf Act Ptc PEITHW = to have confidence; completed action) in your obedience 
(HUPAKO8 = to God, not to Paul  cf v8), I write to you, since I know (Perf Act Ptc OIDA = know from 
experience) that you will do even more than what I say. 
  
C.T. = Having confidence in your obedience, I write to you since I know that you will do even more than 

what I say. 
 
Summary: 
1. Philemon's history of obedience to the word is the basis of Paul's confidence. 
2. Philemon was known for his zeal in carrying out the word. 
3. It is the highest expression of love for God to willingly comply. 
4. A true Christian warrior goes above and beyond the call of duty. 

 
1:22 = Paul's Desire 
 
And at the same time also prepare me a lodging; for I hope that through your prayers I shall be given to you (Fut 
Pas Ind CHARIDZOMAI = as a grace gift). 

 
C.T. = And at the same time also prepare me a lodging; for I hope that through your prayers I shall be 

given to you. 
  
Summary: 
1. Paul hopes for the best, is prepared for the worst and will accept what happens. 
2. Paul realizes that prayer is the major weapon in the angelic conflict. 
3. This is a letter to a friend. 
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Philemon 1:23-25 
Salutations 

 
Outline: 
1. Greetings  1:1-3 
2. Introduction to Personal Request  1:4-9 
3. Content of Personal Request  1:10-20 
4. Confidence in Philemon  1:21-22 
5. Salutations  1:23-25 
 
1:23 = Greetings 
 
Epaphras (responsible for evangelizing Colossae; Col 1:7), my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, 
 
C.T. = Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, 
 
1:24 = The Rest 
 
as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow-workers. 
 
C.T.=  as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow-workers. 

 
1:25 = Benediction 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
 
C.T. =  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
 
Summary: 
1. It seems that Paul consulted others in this matter first.  
2. A wise man surrounds himself with wise counselors. 
3. The “grace” of our Lord Jesus Christ refers us to His forgiving attitude. 
4. It is to be a guiding factor in our lives. 
 
 
 
Principles From Philemon: 
1. Bondage to sin is a far greater problem than bondage in the circumstances of life. 
2. We can rise above the circumstances of life because we are free in Christ.  We are all Christian 

warriors 
3. Focusing on the needs of others instead of your own is an important factor in doing it. 
4. We should encourage others to do what is right with the right attitude. 
5. Real joy and comfort are rewards when others do good through your influence. 1:7 
6. Wisdom lets authority know when and how it should be used. 
7. Relationships with God are the building blocks of true relationships between men. 
8. A growing believer in Christ is very useful in the plan of God.  
9. We are called on to "forgive as Christ forgave" when those who have wronged us change their 

mind. 
10. We are expected to go to those we may have wronged and seek reconciliation. (Onesimus sent to 

Philemon) 
11. Only the Lord can take a bad situation and work it for good.  
12. Are we willing to charge others' debts to our account?  
13. Confidence in others is based on a lifestyle of obedience to the Lord. 1:21 


